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POEM HE late Corvention-with the King of 
[7 fat Spain, having made a very great Noiſe 
iin the World, particularly among all 
* Merchants und rading Perſons of this 
Kingdom, which ſubhiſts entirely by Trade, and 
the regulating thereof under due and proper En- 
couragements ; I have here made it my principal 
Care, to collet the Senſe and Subſtance of what- 
ever has been writ and publiſhed upon this great 
and important Occafion. 
THIS Treaty, tho compriſed in a few Para- 
graphs, and pos, in it's Nature, hath met with, 
perhaps, greater Oppoſition, than any Treaty of 
Commerce or Navigation whatſoever, even of the 
greateſt Length and moſt numerous Articles. But 
whether all the Objections made to it, are for the 
Advancement and Benefit of Trade, or ſome of 


them may be thought leaning treard party Preju- 
A 2 dices 


iv The PREFACE. 
dices againſt the Perſons in the Adminiſtration, I 
ſhall not pretend to determine: It being my Pro- 
vince 2 to hate the Caſe fully and impartially, | 
| from-ull the Pamphlets, Papers and Proceedings, | 
on both Sides, in the conciſeſt and plaineſt Me- | 
thod ; having mou Reader to apply Things as his 
own Fudgmen Candor . ſhall lead him. 
HE RE E all Perſons may buy, compiled and 
| connected together, for a $679 Price, what is 
difficult to be . procured at great Expence, 
ve A h diſperſed and confu ed with other 
Things elſewhere. And herein I have endeavoured 
| % make a faithful Record to future Times, of 
| every Thing relating to this famous Convention, 
| that it may be preſerved in the Studies of the Curi- 
ous, and by * in moins in Town ms 


Country. - 
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(1). 


National Diſpute : 
OR THE 
IS T Om l 
OF THE 


ConNVENTION TREATY, CC. 


N the ff Day of February, in the Year One 
Thouſand Seven Hundred and Thirty-eight, after 
the Houſe of Commons in the laſt Seſſions before, 
upon the Petition of our Weſt-India Merchants, 
had addreſſed his Majeſty to uſe his Endeavours with the 
King of Spain to obtain effectual Relief for his injured Sub- 
jects, on account of the unjuſt Seizures and Depredations 
of the Spaniards, and for the future Security of Navigation 
and Commerce, &c. and the Lords having declared, that 
the ſearching of our Ships on the open Seas, under Pretence 
of their carrying contraband or prohibited Goods, is a Vio- 
lation of the Treaties ſubſiſting between the two Crowns; 
his Majeſty now meeting his Parliament, made a moſt gra- 
cious Speech to both Houſes, of the following Contents, 
concerning the Complaints of the Merchants, and the 
Convention. | | 
»I have, ſays his Majeſty, upon all Occaſions, declared, 
how ſenſibly I have been affected with the many Hardſhips 
and Injuries ſuſtained by my Trading Subjects in America. 
I have the Honour of my Crown, and the true Intereſt of 
my People too much at Heart, to ſee either of them 
* ſuffer any Prejudice or Diminution, without purſuing my 
F : * mo 
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moſt proper and advantageous Methods for their real Secu- 
rity and Preſervation. Theſe Conſiderations alone were 
ſufficient to incite me to exert my utmoſt Power, in vin- 
dicating and protecting our undoubted Rights and Privi- 
leges of Navigation and Commerce; and nothing could 
add to my own Zeal in fo juſt a Cauſe, but the due Re- 


card I always have to the Petitions and Complaints of my 
Subjects, and the Advice of my Parliament. The Wil. 


dom and Prudence of your Reſolutions, upon this great 


and national Concern, determined me to in with the 
more moderate Meaſures, and to try, once more, what 


Effect and Influence my friendly Endeavours and preſſing 


Inſtances would have upon the Court of Spain, towards 


obtaining that Satisſaction and Security, which we were 


intitled to demand and expect; and your Aſſurances to 
ſupport me in all Events, enabled me to proceed with pro- 
per Weight and Authority. Thus ſupported by the con- 
current Advice of both Houſes of Parliament, I loſt no 
Time in making Preparations to do my ſelf and my Peo- 
ple Juſtice, if the Conduct of the Court of Spain had laid 
us under that Neceſſity; and at the ſame Time I did, in 
the ſtrongeſt manner, repeat my Inſtances for obtaining 
ſuch Juſtice and Reparation for the many Injuries and 
Lofles already ſuſtained, and ſuch an effectual Security for 
the future, as might prevent the Conſequences of an open 
Rupture. It is now A great Satisfaction to me, that I am 
able to acquaint you, that the Meaſures I have purſued, 
have had 15 3 Effect, that a Convention is con- 
cluded, and ratified between me and the King of Spain; 
whereby, upon Conſideration had of the Demands on both 
Sides, that Prince hath obliged himſelf to make Repara- 
tion to my Subjects for their Loſſes, by a certain ſtipulated 
Payment; and Plenipotentiaries are therein named and 
appointed, for regulating, within a limited Time, all 
thoſe Grievances and Abuſes, which have hitherto inter- 
rupted our Commerce and Navigation in the American 
Seas, and for ſettling all Matters in Diſpute, in ſuch a 
manner, as may, for the future, prevent and remove all 
new Cauſes and Pretences of Complaint, by a ſtrict Obſer- 
vance of our mutual Treaties, and a juſt Regard to the 
Rights and Privileges belonging to each other, I will 
order the Convention, and the ſeparate Articles, to be laid 
before you. It hath been my principal Care, to make 
uſe of the Confidence you repoſed in me in this critical 
and doubtful Conjuncture, with no other View, but the 

Mm, 1 2 - general 


ts} 
© general and laſting Benefit of my Kingdoms; and if all 
© the Ends, which are to be hoped for, even from ſucceſsful 
Arms, can be attained, without plunging the Nation into 
a War, it muſt be thought, by all reaſonable and unpre- 


© judiced Perſons, the mo deſirable Event.” 


Tuts Speech of his Majeſty, it has been obſerved, gave 
great Satisfaction to the Parliament, as well as to the Ri ng 
himſelf: And both Lords and Commons made very dutiful 
and loyal Addreſſes thereupon. The Houſe of Commons re- 
ſolved, That an Humble Addreſs ſhould be preſented to his 
Majeſty, to return him the Thanks of this Houſe for his 
==> S from the Throne; to acknowledge his 
ajeſty's Goodneſs, in the conſtant Regard he hath been 
_ Pleaſed to expreſs to the Petitions and Complaints of his Sub- 
jets, and the Advice of Parliament; and in purſuing ſuch 
/leaſures for the Honour of his Crown, and the true Intereſt 
of his . as his Majeſty, in his great Wiſdom, judged 
to be moſt proper and e to congratulate his 
Majeſty upon the Succeſs of his Royal Endeavours, in con- 
cluding a Convention with the King of Spain, whereb 
Reparation is ſtipulated to be made — paid to his Majeſty's 
Injured * and Plenipotentiaries are appointed for re · 
gulating all thoſe Grievances and Abuſes, which have 
hitherto interrupted our Commerce and Navigation, and for 
removing all future Cauſes and Pretences of Complaint; 
and to aſſure his Majeſty, that this Houſe will effectually 
ſupport him in accompliſhing and bringing to Perfection 
this great and neceſſary Work, in ſuch a manner, as may 
_ anſwer the juſt Demands and Expectations of his Majeſty 
and his People, | | | 
Tux Duke of Newcaſtle; on the Eighth Day of February, 
as ſoon as the ſame could be tranſlated; and Copies got _ | 
y 


ehg ns to the Houſe of Lords the Convention ratified 
his Majeſty and the King of Span, for adjuſting the Loſſes 
of the Britiſb Merchants; which was read, and ordered to 
be printed, and that it ſhould be taken into Conſideration in a 
Committee of the whole Houſe on the Tueſday F ortnight, and 
the Lords to be ſummoned. The above bans was 
likewiſe, at the ſame time, preſented by Mr. Comptroller to 
the Commons, who ordered it to be printed forthwith, fot 
the Uſe of the Members; and which is as follows: 


(4) 
The ConvenT10N between the Crowns of Great- 
Britain and Spain, concluded at the Pardo, on 
the 14th of January, 1739. N. 8. 


WIEREAVS Differences have ariſen, of late Years, be- 

tween the two Crowns of Great Britain and Spain, on 
account of the viſiting, ſearching, and taking of Veſſels, 
the ſeizing of Effects, the regulating of Files and 
other Grievances alleged on each Side, as well in the 
-F/eft- Indies, as elſewhere ; which Differences are ſo ſerious, 
and of ſuch a Nature, that if Care be not taken to put an 
entire ſtop to them for the preſent, and to prevent them 
for the future, they might occaſion an 3 Rupture be- 
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.© tween the ſaid Crowns: For this Reaſon, his Majeſty the 


<« King of Great-Britain, and his Majeſty the King of Spain, 
© having nothing ſo much at Heart, as to preſerve and cor- 
© roborate the good Correſpondence which has ſo happily 
© ſubliſted, have thought proper to grant their full Powers, 
© viz, his Britannick Majeſty to Benjamin Keene, Eſq; his 
«© Miniſter Plenipotentiary to his Catholick Majeſty; and his 
© Catholick Majeſty to Den . ht la | wy Knight 
c of the Order of St. James, Counſellor of State, and firſt 
< Secretary of State, and of the Diſpatches; who, after pre- 
viouſly producing their full Powers, having conferred 
© together, have agreed upon the following Articles, 


Article I. 


© WHEREAS the antient Friendſhip, ſo deſirable, and fo 
* neceſlary, for the reciprocal Intereſt of both Nations, and 
particularly with regard to their Commerce, cannot be 
« eſtabliſhed upon a laſting Foundation, unlefs Care be taken, 
© not only to adjuſt and regulate the Pretenſions for reci- 
« procal Reparation of the Damages already ſuſtained, but 
above all to find out Means to prevent the like Cauſes of 
© Complaint for the future, and to remove abſolutely, and 
for ever, every Thing which might give Occaſion thereto. 
© It is agreed to labour immediately, with all imaginable 
© Application and Diligence, to attain ſo deſirable an End; 
and for that purpoſe, there ſhall be named on the Part of 
their Britannick' and Catholick Majeſties reſpectively, im- 


mediately after the ſigning of the preſent Convention, 


© two Miniſters Plenipotentiaries, who ſhall meet at Madrid 
» | Within 


(3) 

* within the Space of ſix Weeks, to be reckoned from the 
Day of the Exchange of the Ratifications, there to confer, 
and finally regulate the feſpective Pretenſions of the two 
Crowns, as well with Relation to the Trade and Naviga- 
tion in America and Europe, and to the Limits of Florida 
< and of Carolina, as concerning other Points, which remain 
© likewiſe to be adjuſted ; the whole according to the Trea- 
< ties of the Years 1667, 1670, 1713, 1715, 1721, 1728, 
and 1729. including that of the Aſſiento of Negroes, and 
© the Convention of 1716; and it is alfo agreed, that the 
Plenipotentiaries, ſo named, ſhall begin their Conferences 
© fix Weeks after the Exchange of the Ratifications, and 
« ſhall finiſh them within the ſpace of eight Months. 


. Article II. 
TRR Regulation of the Limits of Florida and of Cars- 


© lina, which, according to what has been lately agreed, 
£ was. to be decided by Commiſſaries on each Side, ſhall 
< likewiſe be committed to the faid Plenipotentiaries, to 
< procure a more ſolid and effectual Agreement; and during 
© the Time that the Diſcuſſion of that Affair ſhall laſt, 
„Things ſhall remain in the aforeſaid Territories of Florida 
© and of Carolina in the Situation they are in at preſent, 
© without increafing the Fortifications there, or taking any 
new Poſts. And for this Purpoſe, his Br:tannic& Majeſty, 
and his Catholic Majeſty, ſhall cauſe the neceſſary Orders 
to be diſpatched immediately after the ſigning of this 
Convention. I. 


Article III. 


< AFTER having duly conſidered the Demands and Pre- 

' © tenſions of the two Crowns, and of their reſpective Sub- 
0 js, for Reparation of the Damages ſuſtained 'on each 
< Se, and all Circumſtances which relate to this important 
Affair; it is agreed, that his Catholick Majeſty ſhall cauſe 
to be paid to his Britannick Majeſty, the Sum of Ninety- 
five Thouſand Pounds Sterling for a Ballance, which has 
been admitted as due to the Crown and the Subjects of 
Great-Britain, after Deduction made of the Demands of 
the Crown and Subjects of Spain; to the End that the 
abovementioned Sum, together with the Amount of what 
has been acknowledged on the Part of Great-Britain to be 
due to Spain on her Demands, may be employed by his 
| | B 3 « Britannick 
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* Britannich Majeſty for the Satisfaction, Diſcharge, and 
£ Payment of the Demands of his Subjects upon the Crowh 
of Spajn; it being underſtood, nevertheleſs, that it ſhall 
© not be pretended, that this reciprocal Diſcharge extends, 
* or relates to the Accounts and Differences which ſubſiſt, 
* or are to be ſettled between the Crown of Spain, and the 
Company of the Aſſiento of Negroes, nor to any parti- 
5 cular-er private Contracts that may ſubſiſt between either 
5 of the two Crowns, or their Miniſters, with the Subjects 
of the other, or between the Subjects and Subjects of each 
Nation reſpectively; with exception however of all Pre- 
+ tenſions of this Claſs mentioned in the Plan preſented at 
© Seville by the Commiſſaries of Great- Britain, and included 
< in the Account lately made out at London, of Damages 
« ſuſtained by the Subjects of the ſaid Crown, and eſpecially 


the three Particulars inſerted in the ſaid Plan, and making 


+ but one Article in the Account,' amounting to One Hun- 
5 dred Nineteen Thouſand Five Hundred Twelve Piaſters, 
* three Reals, and 17 * Quartil of Plate; and the Subjects 
* on each Side ſhall be entitled, and ſhall have Liberty to 


have Recourſe to the Laws, or to take other proper Mea- 


© fures, for cauſing the abovefaid Engagements to be ful- 
* filled, in the fame Manner as if this Convention did net 


- .. 


Article IV. =P 
Tut Value of the Ship called the Moolkall, which was 
© taken and carried to the Port of Campeachy, in the Year 
1732; the Loyal Charles, the D:ſpatch, the George, and 
* the Prince William, which were carried to the Havana, in 
© the Year 1737; and the St. James to Porto Rico, in the 
© ſame Vear; having been included in the Valuation that 
© Has been made of the Demands of the Subjects of Great 
© Britain, as alſo ſeveral others that were taken befor“; if 
< it happens, that in Conſequence of the Orders that” have 
© been difpatched by the Court of Spain, for the Reſtitution 
of them, Part, or the whole of them, have been reſtored, 
© the Sums fo received ſhall be deducted from the 95,000 7. 
1 Sterling, which is to be paid by the Oourt of Sparn, ac- 
© cording to what is owe ſtipulated : It being, however, 
„ underſipod, that the Payment of the 95,000 7. ſhall not 
+ be, for that Reaſon, in any Manner delayed; ſaving that 
f what mpy have been previouſly received ſhall be reſtored. 


Article 


( WY, 


| Artide V. | 
© Tur preſent Convention ſhall be approved and ratified 
£ by his Britanmckh Majeſty, and by his Cathelick Majeſty ; 


< and the Ratifications 28 ſhall be delivered and exchang- 
ed at London, within the ſpace of fix Weeks, or ſooner, 
© if it can be done, to N from the day of the 
ni 
l N itneſs whereof, we the underwritten Miniſters, 
< Plenipotentiaries of his N ſty, and of his Ca- 
+6. tholick Majeſty, by virtue of our full ul Power, have ſigned 
© the-preſent Convention, and cauſed the Seal of our Arms 
© to be affixed thereto. Done at the Pardo, the 14th day 


5 of n 1739. 3 K 


. Sebaſtian de la Quadra. 


Tris Convention Treaty, which in Juſtice thereto I 
have fully inſerted, after the Example of ſome other Wri- 
ters, being concluded by the Miniſters above mentioned, 
purſuant to the full and _—_ s Powers granted to them in 


form, by their reſpective Maſters; two ſeparate Articks 
were then agreed to, and are the following. 


The Firſt ſeparate Article. 


* WHEREAS it has been agreed by the firſt Article of 
the Convention, ſigned this Day, between the Miniſters 
«. Plenipotentaries of Great-Britain, and Spain, that there 
_ ©. ſhall be named on the part of their Britannick and Catbo- 
* lick Majeſties reſpectively, immediately after the figning 

the aboveſaid Convention, two Miniſters Plenipotentiaries, 
who ſhall meet at Madrid within the ſpace of ſix Weeks, 
to be reckoned from the Day of the Exchange of the Ra- 
tifications z their ſaid Majeſties, to the End that no Time 
may be loft in removing, by a folemn Treaty, which is 
to be concluded for that purpoſe, all Cauſe of Complaint 
for the future, and in eſtabliſhing thereby a perfect good 


* 


e 


< Crowns, have named, and do by theſe preſents name, vix. 


< His Britannick Ma jeſty, Benjamin Keene, hs his ſaid 
e to his Catholick Maje- 


© Majeſty's Miniſter 


+ By, and Abraham Caſters, 5 is ſaid Britannick * 


6 ſty's 


Underſtanding, and a laſting F riendſhip, between the twa 
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ſty's Conſul General at the Court of his Catholick Maje- 


c 

© f{ty, his Plenipotentiaries for that purpoſe 3 and his Catho- 

© lick Majeſty, Don Foſeph de la Quintana, his Counſellor 
$ jn the ſupreme Council of the Indies, and Don Stephen 


8 ae de Abaria, Knight of the Order of Calatrava, 
© Counſellor in the ſame Council, and Superintendant of the 


Chamber of Accounts, who ſhall be immediately inſtrutt- 
< ed to begin the Conferences. And whereas it has been a- 


i 5 by the third Article of the Convention, ſigned this 
< Day, that the Sum of Ninety- five Thouſand Pounds Ster- 


* ling, is due on the part of Spain, as a Ballance to the 


< Crown and Subjects of Great-Britain, after deduQtion 
© made of the Demands of the Crown and Subjects of Spain; 


be poſſible, in Money, the abovementioned Sum of Nine- 
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be authorized, on the part of his Britannick Majeſty, to 
receive it. 5 : | ib 
* Tris ſeparate Article ſhall have the ſame force as if is 
was inſerted word for word in the Convention ſigned this 


o 

< Day; it ſhall be ratified in the ſame manner, and the 
5 

— 


Ratifications thereof ſhall be exchanged at the ſame time 

as thoſe of the Convention. 202 403-192 TS WES: 

< In Witneſs whereof, we the underwritten Miniſters, 
Sc. have ſigned this ſeparate Article, &c. | 


The Second ſeparate Article. 
< WHEREAS the underwritten Miniſters Plenipotentia- 


Day ſigned, by virtue of full Powers from the Kings their 
Maſters for that purpoſe, a Convention for ſettling and 
adjuſting all the Demands, on each fide, of the Crowns of 
Croats Brace. and Spain, on Account of Seizures made, 
Ships taken, Fc. and for the Payment of a Ballance that 
is thereby due to the Crown of Great-Britain; it is de- 
clateq, that the Ship called the Succeſs, which was taken 


from the Iſland of Antigua, by a Spaniſh Guarda Coſta, 
and carried to Porto Rico, is not comprehended in the afore- 
ſaid Convention; and his Catholicł jeſty promiſes, that 
the ſaid Ship and its Cargo ſhall be forthwith reſtored, or 
F the juſt Value thereof, to the lawful Owners; provided that 

bp previous 


. 


his Catholic, Majeſty ſhall cauſe: to be payed at London, 
within the term of four Months, to be reckoned from the 
Day of the Exchange of the Ratifications, or ſooner if it 


ty- five Thouſand Pounds Sterling, to ſuch Perſons as ſhall 


ries of their Britannic and Catholict Majeſties have this 


on the 14th Day of April, 17 38. as ſhe was coming out 


1 


previous to the Reſtitution of the ſaid Ship the Succeſs, the 


6 Perſon or Perſons intereſted therein, do give Security at Lon- 
© don, to the Satisfaction of Don Thomas Geraldino, his Ca- 
© tholick Majeſty's Miniſter Plenipotentiary, to abide by 
£ what ſhall be decided thereupon by the Miniſters Plenipo- 
< tentiaries of their ſaid Majeſties, that have been named for 
finally ſettling, according to the Treaties, the Diſputes 
< which remain to be adjuſted between the two Crowns; and 
his Catholic Majeſty agrees, as far as ſhall depend upon 
him, that the abovementioned Ship the Succeſs, ſhall be 


referred to the Examination and Deciſion of the Plenipo- 


< tentiaries.. His Britannick Majeſty promiſes likewiſe to re- 
* fer, as far as ſhall depend upon him, to the Deciſion of 
the Plenipotentiaries, the Brigantine, Sta. Thereſa, ſeiz- 


« ed in the Port of Dublin, in Ireland, in the Year 1735. 


And the faid underwritten Miniſters Plenipotentiaries 


declare by theſe Preſents, that the Third Article of the 


Convention ſigned this Day, does not extend, nor ſhall 
be conſtrued to extend to any Ships or Effects that may 


have been taken or ſeized ſince the 10th Day of December, 


© 1737. or may be hereafter taken or ſeized ; in which 
© caſes Juſtice ſhall be done according to the Treaties, as if 


© the aforeſaid Convention had not been made: It being 


© however underſtood, that this relates only to the Indem- 
© nification and Satisfaction to be made for the Effects ſeized, 
or Prizes taken; but that the Deciſion of the Caſes, which 
may happen, in order to remove all pretext for Diſpute, is 
© to be referred to the Plenipotentiaries, to be determined 
according to the Treaties, | | 

« Tris ſeparate Article ſhall have the ſame force, as if it 
© was inſerted word for word in the Convention ſigned this 
day: It ſhall be ratified in the ſame manner, and the Ra- 
< tifications thereof ſhall be exchanged at the ſame time as 
© thoſe of the Convention, | 

In witneſs whereof, &c. ut ſupra. 


HERE follow the particular Ratifications of the Conven- 


tion, which for Method and Form's ſake, I have preſumed to 


add, with no view of Reflection on the fame, or to incite 
any Remarks, 5 


His 
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(0) 
His Britannick Majeſty's Ratification 7 the Con- 


vention. 


« (GEORGE the Second, by the Grace of God, 
| © Great Britain, France, and Jreland, King, © by 
fender of the Faith, Duke of Brunſwick, and Lunenburg, 
« Arch-Treaſurer of the Holy Roman Empire, and Prince 
« Elector, &c. To all, and fingular to whom theſe Preſents 
+ ſhall come, greeting. Whereas a certain Convention be- 
© tween us, and our good Brother, Philip the Fifth, Catho- 
© lick King of Spain, was concluded and figned by our Mi- 
« nifter Plenipotentiary, Benjamin Keene, Ea; and by the 
< Miniſter Plenipotentiary of our good Brother the aforeſaid 
< Cathalick King, Don Sebaſtian de la Quadra, Knight of 
the Order of St. James, Counſellor of State of his ſaid 
« Catholick Majeſty, and his firſt Secretary of State, and of 
< the Diſpatch, at the Palace called the Pardo, on the four- 
© tenth day of this preſent Month of Famary N. S. the 
© tenor — follows: 


e Inſertio. 55 
Wx having ſeen and conſidered the 1 above · 


written, have ratified, accepted, and confirm- 


ed, as by theſe reſents, We do, for Us, our Heirs, and 
* Succeſlors, approve, ratify, accept, and confirm the ſame, 
© in all and ſingular its uſes ; engaging and promiſing, 
< upon our Royal Word, ſincerely and fully to perform 
* and obſerve Ky and ſingular te things which are contain 
© ed in the aforeſaid Convention, and never to ſuffer any 
© Perſon to violate them, or in any manner to act contrar 
© thereto. In Witneſs and Confirmation of all which, W. 
© have cauſed our Great Seal of Great - Britain to be affixed 
© to theſe Preſents, ſigned with our Royal Hand. * 
© at our Palace at St. Fames's, the Tuent fourth Day of 
< the Month of January, in the Year of our Lord One 
© Thouſand Seven Hundred 1 nn. and of our 
| Reign the Twelfth, 
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Now We do approve and ratify all that 1 
ed in the Convention above-mentioned ; and being thus ap- 


18 ) 


The King of Spain's Ratification of the Con- 


vention. 5 


DON PH1L1p, by the Grace of God, King of Coftile, 
of Leon, of Arragon, of the two Sicilies, of Feruſa- 
lem, of Navarre, of Granada, of Toledo, of Valentia, of 
Gallicia, of Mayorca, of Seville, of Sardinia, of Cordova, 
of Corfica, of Murcia, of Fam, of the Algarybes, of 
Algezira, of Gibraſtar, of the Canary Iſlands, of the Eaft 
and He/t Indies, Iſlands and Terra firma of the Ocean 
Sea, Arch-Duke of Auſtria, Duke of Burgundy, of Bra- 
bant and Milan, Count of Abſpurg, of Flanders, Tirol 
and Barcelona, Lord of Biſcay, and of Malina, &c. 
Whereas there has been adjuſted, concluded and figned at 
the Royal Seat of the Pardo, on the Fourteenth of the 
preſent Month and Year, between our Miniſter Plenipo- 


tentiary, Don Sebaſtian de la Quadra, Knight of the Or- 


der of St, Fames, of our Council of State, and our firft 


Secretary of State, and of the Diſpatch z and Mr. Benja- 


min Keene, Miniſter Plenipotentiary from the King of 
Great-Britain, our good Brother, a Convention which is 


of the Tenor following. 


Fiat Infertio, "a 
s comprehend- 
proved and ratified in the moſt ample manner that We are 
able, We promiſe, on the Faith and Word of a King, to 
obſerve it and keep it, and to command it to be executed 
and fulfilled in the ſame manner, as if We had treated it 
in our own Perſon, without doing, or letting be done, 
in any manner whatſoever, or permitting to be done, any 
Thing to the contrary, ; and that, if it ſhould be done, 
We will order it to be repaired in Effect, without Difficul- 
ty or Delay. In Witneſs whereof, We give this Preſent, 
ei with our Hand, ſealed with our ſecret Seal, and 
Counterſign'd by our underwritten Counſellor of State, 
and firſt Secretary of State, and of the Diſpatch. Given 
at the Pardo, the Fifteenth of January, One Thoufand 
Seven Hundred and Thirty Nine. . | 
| ©. I the KING. 


| Sebaftian de la Quadra. 
: | | "Ts 
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THe two ſeparate Articles belonging to the Convention, 
were alſo each of them ratified and confirmed, in like man- 
ner, by his Britannick Majeſty, and the King of Spain - 
And the Political Obſervations made on this Treaty, by the 
ſeveral Writers on both ſides, will be juſtly and impartially 
inſerted hereafter. But here I am to take notice, that this 
Convention was preceded by a Declaration made in the 
Name of the King of Spain, which contains an extraordi- 
| nary Condition; and which his Catholick Majeſty inſiſted 
on, as a Preliminary to his ſigning of the Convention. 
The Form of it is as follows : 


Dos Sebaſtian a la uadra, Counſellor and firſt Secre- 
tary of State to his Cathelick Majeſty, and his Miniſter 
Plenipotentiary, for the Convention which is treating with 
the King of Bavland, by order of his Sovereign, and in 
Conſequence of the repeated Memorials and * 
that have paſſed with Don Benjamin Keene, Miniſter Ple- 
nipotentiary of his Britannicł Majeſty; and having agreed 
with reciprocal accord, that the preſent Declaration ſhall 
be made as the eſſential and preciſe means to overeome the 
ſo much debated Diſputes, and in order that the ſaid Con- 
vention may be ſigned, does declare in due form, That 
his Catholick Majeſty reſerves to himſelf, in its full force, 
the Right of being able to fuſpend the Af tento of Negroes, 
and of diſpatching the neceſſary Orders for the Execution 
thereof, in cafe the Scuth-Sea Company doth not ſubject 
her ſelf to pay, within a ſhort Term, the Sixty-eight Thou- 
fand Pounds which ſhe hath confeſſed to be owing on the 
Diity of Negroes, according to the Regulation of 52 d. 

Dollar, and on the profits of the Ship Royal Caroline; 
* likewiſe declares, that under the Validity, and Force of 
this Proteſt, the ſigning of the ſaid Convention may be 
proceeded on, and in no other manner. Wherefore, upon 
this firm Suppoſition, and that it may not be eluded, on 
any Motive or Pretext whatſoever, his Cathelick Majeſty 
© has been induced thereto. 

Parde, Fanuary 10. 1729. 
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THvus TI have exhibited to the Reader the Subſtance of 
the wary & s Speech to his Parliament, the Convention-Trea- 
ty, and ſeparate Articles, with the Ratifications thereof, c. 
the one following each other, without any particular Com- 
ments thereon, — all Perſons may at firſt view judge of 
them themſelves, unbiaſs d by the Judgment and Opinion of 

others, 
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others, and ſedately determine, whether they deſerve the 
great oppoſition made thereto or not? | | 

On To thirteenth Day of February, the Commons or- 
dered an Addreſs to his Ma; „that he would be pleaſed to 
give Directions to the proper Perſons to lay before them Co- 
pies of Memorials, &c. delivered by Order of the Court of 
Spain, ſince the Treaty of Seville, touching any of the Do- 
minions, Poſſeſſions or Rights of Great Britain, or an 
Infractions of Treaties, which had not been laid before 
them; and about a Week after Mr. Comptroller preſented 
to the Houſe of Commons ſeveral Copies of Memorials, 
Letters, Repreſentations, &c. relating to the Affairs of Spain, 


purſuant to their Addreſs to his Majeſty. 


UPon the nineteenth of February, the Duke of Newcaſtle 
preſented to the Lords the King of Spain's Declaration be- 
fore- mentioned, concerning the Sixty- eight Thouſand Pounds, 


claimed as a Debt due from the South-Sza Company, on ac- 


count of the Afſiento Trade; and it was moved in the Houſe 
of Lords, that the South-Sea Directors might be examined 
concerning the ſaid Debt: But it paſſed in the Negative, 
49 againſt 42, 

Soo after this, the South-Sea Company came to a Reſo- 
lution, not to pay to the King of Spain the ſaid Money, 
without his coming to a juſt Account with. them for all 
Seizures and Captures of their Ships and Merchandize. For 
the King of Spain, on our Rupture with that Crown in the 
Year 1718, ſeized all the Effects belonging to the South Sea 
Company that were to be found in any part of his Domi- 
nions: Theſe Seizures amounted to above a Million of Dol- 
lars, or near 225,009 J. Sterling; which in the Treaty made 
with Spain, in the Year 1721, his Cathalick Majeſty engaged 
to repay to the Company. Spain having laid ſiege to Gibrai- 
tar in the Year 1727, did again ſeize every thing belonging 
to the Sauth-Sea Company, that they could lay hold of; 
and did again, in the ſame Year, promiſe in the Treaty then 
made, to reſtore not only theſe new Seizures, amounting to 
about half a Million of Dollars, or about 112,000 J. Ster- 
ling; but alſo thoſe of the Year 1718. Though all that 
was ever receiv'd, amounted to but a Trifle. 

Tre Confiſcations thus made by Spain, were contrary to 
the expreſs tenour of the Aſſiento Contract; in which it is 


_ ſtipulated, that whatever Differences may ariſe between the 
two Crowns, the Company ſhall be always allowed eighteen 


Months to remove their Effects in. And there are other 
Demands on the King of Spain made by the Company, 
; | v:hich 


hich they think ought not to be denied them: Such as the 
Expences they have incurred by the frequent refuſal of their 
annual Ship; for by this means they have been obliged to 
y conſiderable Sums, as the Salaries of their Officers and 
388 whom they had no uſe for. Of the ſame kind too 
is their Claim on the King of Spain, for one fourth part of 
their Loſſes ſuſtained in Trade, from the beginning of the 
Company to this Day; for it muſt be remember d, that his 
Catbaliel Majeſty is, by the Affiento Contract, one fourth 
part Sharer in all the Tred* carried on by the Company, and 
is to. be allowed a fourth Part of their Profits, if any ſuch 
ariſe ʒ otherwiſe tis obſerv'd he is to furniſh his ha part 
of their Loſles. - | - | 
Nov ſhortly after the arrival in England of the Caroline, 
the Sourh-Sea Company's laſt annual Ship, Sir Thomas Geral- 
dino the Spaniſh Miniſter here, claimed from that Company 
his Maſter's Share of the Profits on that Voyage; and all 
demanded, that there ſhould be advanced to the King of 
 Shain an Allowance of two per Cent. on all the Duties that 
the Company had ever paid for Goods entered into the Spa- 
xiſþ Ports, on pretence that theſe Duties had hitherto been 
paid in light Dollars, inſtead of Payment being made thereof 
in heavy Dollars. | V 

AnD in December laſt, Sir Thomas Geraldino demands of 
the Court of Directors, that the Sum of 68,000. ſaid by 
him to be the Amount of the above-mentioned Articles; 
© ſhould not only be allowed to the King his Maſter, as an 
equitable Demand, but ſhould be immediately paid by the 
Company without any Condition; declaring at the fame 
time, that if this Demand was not complied with, his Maſter 
would ſuſpend their Trade to his Dominions, and deprive 
them of all the Rights they were poſſeſſed of by virtue of the 
molt ſolemn Treaties. 

H1s principal Reaſon for the above Demand, is ſaid to be, 
that his Maſter, in his Tranſactions with the Company, 
ſhould be conſidered in a double Eity, both as a Sove- 
reign, and as a Merchant inte in their Trade ; that 
the Debt to the Company is due from him as a Sovereign, 
fince it ariſes from his former Seizures in that Capacity ; and 
therefore this Debt being a publick Affair relating to him as 
a King, it muſt be referred to the future Negotiation, and 


is to be regulated by the Plenipotentiaries ; whereas his De- 
mand of 68, ooo J. he makes as a private Merchant in Part- 
nerſhip with them, and conſequently that ought to be ſatis- 


Tunis 


fied without delay. 
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| Tn 18 is the State of Affairs between Spain and the Sourh= 


Sea Company; and the Behaviour of. the Spaniſh Court and 


Miniſters therein, has given very great Diſguſt to the Com- 
pany, as well as the Conduct of Mr. Keene, who is our 


Miniſter commiſſioned to procure us Redreſs for our Griev- 


ances, in the Convention lately concluded, that he ſhould 
agree to a Thing, which they think fo ſtrange in. its 
Mats: : | | * 
ON the Twenty-third Day of February, the Houſe of 
Lords received Petitions from the Lord Mayor of London, &c. 
and the J//t-India Merchants, relating to the Convention. 
The Houſe of Commons alfo received a Petition from the 
Lord Mayor, &c. and Petitions from the Meſt-India and 
Briſtol Merchants, praying to be heard by themſelves, or 
Council, againſt the ſaid Convention; and, after Debate, 


ordered to be heard by themſelves, the firſt Diviſion being 
Two Hundred and Forty-five againſt Two Hundred and 


Seven. | 
Fil op e e n= a . of vhs Mer- 
nts trading from ort of Ziverpodl to his Majeſty's 
Plantations, concerning the Depredations of the 2 
A Petition from the Merchants of. Edinburgh, expreſſing 
their Diſſatisfaction to the Convention. Several other Peti- 
tions of the Merchants in Scotland, from divers Places, com- 
plaining of the Convention. A Petition of Captain Copi- 
thorne, relating to Loſſes ſuſtained from the Spaniards. 
And ſeveral Petitions of Merchants, Clothiers, and Dealers 
in Wool, ſetting forth the Decay of the Woollen Trade 
and Manufacture, and praying Relief. 

HERE the Senſe of the Trading Part of the Nation, is 
undoubtedly beſt collected from the abovementioned Petitions, 
from the many Places and Perſons which ſent them to the 
Houſe of Commons; and, therefore, altho* their Com- 
plaints ſhould happen to be wrong, I ſhall be juſtified in in- 
ſerting them as they were drawn up and preſented to the 


Houſe. And firſt I ſhall inſert the Petition of the Merchants, 


and others, trading to the Britiſb Plantations in America; 


and next that from the City of London, the Metropolis of 
the Kingdom, Sc. TN 
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This r of drvers Merchants, Planters; and 
. - others trading to and intereſted in the Britiſh Planta- 


tions in America, in behalf of themſelves and many 
others ; ſets forth, © © © 


| 11 A T. the Petitioners made their moſt humble Applica- 


tion to this Houſe the laſt Seffion of Parliament, ſetting 


forth the continued Depredations committed by the Spaniards 


on the high Seas of America, upon the Britiſh Shipping and 


Property; their barbarous and inhuman Treatment of the 


Britiſh Sailors on the taking of their Ships, and their carry- 
ing them afterwards into Slavery in Old- Spain, (the Spaniards 


making it their conſtant Practice to attack and board all 
Britiſb Merchant Ships they met with in the American Seas, 


under Pretence of ſearching for, Goods, which they deemed 
contraband, according to their arbitrary Will and Pleaſure, 
contrary to the Law of Nations, and in manifeſt Violation 
of the Treaties ſubſiſting between the two Crowns,) and 
that by theſe unjuſt and violent Proceedings of the Spaniards, 
the Trade and Navigation to and from America was rendered 
very unſafe and precarious, inſomuch that the Inſurances had 
greatly riſen on theſe Accounts only ; and that the Petiti- 
oners having been heard by their Counſel, before a Com- 
mittee of the whole Houſe, did, as they apprehend, fully 
make out in Proofs every one of the Allegations of their ſaid 
Petition, to the entire and unanimous Satisfaction of the 
Houſe. Upon which Application, this Houſe came to the fol- 
lowing Reſolutions : t RT 

<© THAT it is the natural and undoubted Right of the 
© Britifh Subjects to fail with their Ships on any Part of the 
< Seas of America, to and from any Part of his Majeſty's 


< Dominions; and that the Freedom of Navigation and 


Commerce, which the Subjects of Great-Britain have an 
< undoubted Right to by the (Fes of Nations, and by Vir- 
tue of the Treaties ſubſiſting between the two Crowns of 
Ereat- Britain and Spain, has been greatly interrupted by 
the Spaniards, under Pretences altogether groundlefs and 
unwarrantable ; that before and ſince the Execution of the 
Treaty of Seville, and the Declaration made by the Crown 
of Spain purſuant thereunto, for the Satisfaction and Secu- 
rity of the Commerce of Great-Britain, many unjuſt 
© Seizures and Captures have been made, and great Depre- 
< dations committed by the Spaniards, attended with many 
© Inſtances 


(t7) 
© Inftances of unheard of Cruelty and Barbarity j that the 
A * frequent” Applications made to the Court of Spin for 
rocuring Juſtice and Satisfaction to his Majeſty's injufed 
e for bringing the Offenders to condign Puniſh- 
ment, and for preventing the like Abuſes for the future, 
© have proved vain and ineffectual; and the ſeveral Orders, 
© or Cedulas, granted by the King of Spain, for Reſtitution 
© and Reparation of great Loſſes ultsined by the unlawful 
< and unfuſtifiable Seizures and Captures made by the Spa- 
© niards, have been diſobeyed by cue Spaniſh Governors, or 
6 totally evaded and eluded ; all which Violences and Depre- 
© dations have been carried on to the great Loſs and Damage 
* of the Subjects of Great- Britain, trading to America, 
and in direct Violation of the Treatits fabiſting between 
the two Crowns. 

Fur an Mile Addreſs be preſented: to his Majeſty, 
© humbly beſeeching his — to uſe his Royal Endea- 
© yours with his Catholick to obtain zal Relief 

„for his injured Subjects, — to convince the Court of 
a — that * ce we ſured his Majeſty may be to pre- 

erve a nce and Am een the two 
3 Crowns Fu 1 al fubſiſt by a Fri Obſervanee of 
© their mutual Treaties, and'a juſt Regard to the Rights and 
0 3 belonging to each — Hay Ma eſty can no lon- 
ſuffer ſuch conſtant and repeated In x and Injuries 
| © to be carried on, to the Diſhonour of his Crown? and to 
© the Ruin of his trading $ubjedts ; and to aſſure his Majeſty, 
© that incaſe his Royal and riendly Inſtances for procuring 
Juſtice, and for the future Security” 'of that Navigation 
and Commerce, which his People have an undoubted 
Right to by Treaties and the Law of Nations, ſhall not 
© be able to procure from the Equity and Friendſhip of the 
King of Spain, ſuch . as his Majeſty m 18 
< ſonably expect from a good and faithful Ally ; ; this Houſe 
© will effeQually ſupport his Majeſty in taking ſuch Meaſures 
© as Honour act. Juſtice ſhall make it neceflary for his Ma- 
« jeſty to purſue.” | | 
Tara Convention hath ſince been entered into + 4 
tween this Crown and that of Spain, which his Majeſty 
been moſt graciouſly pleaſed to order to be laid before this 
Houſe ; and the fame being publiſhed by Authority, the Pe- 
titioners obſerve, with the utmoſt Concern, that the Spa- 
niards are fo far from giving up their groundleſs and unjuſti- 
fiable Practice of viſiting and ſearching Britiſb Ships, failing 
to and from the Britiſb baer, that they appear - _ 
claim 
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doin we Power of doing it as a Right, by having inſiftes 
. «that the Differences. EIN have or 8 ſhould 
de referred to Plenipotentiarics, to be diſcuſſed by 
without even agreeing to abſtain, from ſuch Vifszen and 
— foring the Time that the Diſcuſſion of this 1 
the Peti etitioners are i che iat reateſt A ppre- 
. — RY pain has contended, oint ſo i incon- 
teſtably clear, both by the Law of Wide and all the 
Treaties ſubſiſting between the two Crowns, ſhould. come 
under Debate, that the Spanifþ Plenipotentiaries will be in- 
Are not to give it up; and if the Freedom of ba lack 
0 and from our own Colonies, ſhould n 
ſpenee, and precarious, it muſt be attended with the n 
fatal and pernicious ( es to the Petitioners, wl = 
Perſons and Fortunes will thereby be in the Power of * 
if Gngrda — ine A ay can, Proſpect of Reli 
age having 1 experienced the Ae 
nee and eee, bo y Fool ſid 


praying, g 
ity of bein e 
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tance of our Trade to and from our Lea? ns in 


America, the clear and indiſputable ht which we ve to 
enjoy it, kenden ſtopped, , viſited, or ſearched, by the 
Spaniards, on any Pretence whatſoever, and. the certain and 
inevitable ion of all the Riches and Strength deriyed 
to this Kingdom from that Trade, if à Search of .Britifo 
Ships, ſailing to and from the Britiſh Plantations, be tole- 
rated upon any Pretext, or under any Reſtriftions, or even 
if the Freedom of this Navigation thould. continue much 
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qa. Petition PI forth, That * Citizens t 

are too deeply intereſted in whatever affects the 

of this Nation, not to expreſs the utmoſt Anxiety for * 
Welfare of that only Source of our Riches; and it is with a 
Concern the Petitioners are unable to expreſs, that per- 
| ceive the Trade to his Majeſty's 3 — Colonies ſtill con- 
tinues expoſed to the Infults of. the Spaniards, who, under 

. unwarrantable and - injurious Pretences, continue to. 


— ” 


. „„ 
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1 | 


ſearch, and make Prizes of Britiſb Veſſels. navigating the 
American Seas, in manifeſt Violation of the Treaties ſub- 


ſiſting between the two Crowns; and that the Petitioners 


apprehend, that the Trade from theſe. bis Majeſty's King- 


doms to his American Colonies is of the utmoſt Importance, 
and almoſt the only profitable Trade this Nation now enjoys 
unxivalled by others; and that the Petitioners were induced 
to hope, from his Majeſty's known Goodneſs and paternal 


Care of his Subjects, ſupported by the vigorous Reſolutions 


of both Houſes of Parliament, and the Equipment of a very 
powerful Fleet, that his Majeſty's trading Subjects in the 
Seas of America, as well as in all other Parts of the Ocean, 


would not only have received a full Satisfaction for their 
Loſſes, occaſioned by the Depredations of Spain, but alſo an 


undoubted Security for their Commerce for the Time to 
come; and that a reaſonable and adequate Reparation would 
likewiſe have been obtained for the Barbarities and inhuman 


Cruelties exerciſed by that Nation on the Englijþ Seamen, 


| who have bad the Unhappineſs of falling into their rheicilels 


Hands; and exprefling their great Concern and Surprize to 
find by the Convention lately concluded between his Majeſty 


and the King of Spain, that the Spaniards. are ſo far from 


giving up their, as the Petitioners apprehend, unjuſt Preten- 
ons of a Right to viſit and ſearch our Ships in the Seas of 


Amerita, that this Pretenſion of theirs is, amongſt others, 


referred to the future Regulation and Deciſion of Plenipo- 


tentiaries appointed on each Side, whereby the Petitioners 


apprehend it is in ſome Degree admitted; and that the Peti- 
tioners conceive they have too much Cauſe to fear, if the 
Right pretended to by Spain, of ſearching Britiſh Ships at 
Sea, be admitted in any Manner or Degree whatſoever, 
that the Trade of his Majeſty's Subjects to America will be- 
come ſo precarioùs, as to depend, in a great meaſure, upon 
the Indulgence and Juſtice of the Spaniards, of both which 
they have given, for ſome Vears paſt, ſuch Specimens, as 
the Petitioners think this Nation can have no Cauſe to be 


ſatisfied with; and expreſſing the Apprehenſions of the Peti- 


tioners, that ſuch a precarious Situation as this, muſt inevi- 


_ tably expoſe the Trade to the American Seas to continual In- 


* 


terruptions and Alarms, as well as to ſeveral Loſſes; and 
that to theſe unhappy Cauſes, the Petitioners apprehend the 


- © preſent low State of the Britiſb Colonies in America may in 
a great meaſure be attributed; and if the cruel Treatment 


of the Engliſh Sailors, whoſe hard Fate has thrown them 


into the Hands of the ſhould be put up without 
2 3 


any 
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a” Ridpatatibn, the Petitioners 
Mea 


(20 1. f 
prehend it may be the 

ns of deterring” Seamen from ündertaki Voyages to 

the Seas of Americd, without an Advance of Wages, which 
that Trade, or any other, will not be able to ſupport; and 
that the Petitioners therefore having laid before this Houſe, 


the" high Importance this Trade is is of to the Kingdom in 
general, and this City in particular, thought it their indiſ- 


penfable Duty to repreſent to this Houſe the fatal Conſe- 
quenees of leaving the Freedom of Navigation any longer in 
Suſpence and Uncertainty; and therefore expreſfing their 
Hope, chat this Houſe wi ill take it into mature Delideration 
and do r as to the mouſe ſhall you meet. 


e © 5 yort bluse 

The wi mm the Maſte „ Mani, 

Cas Commonaliy, of abe Society. of Merchangs: lven- 
N waillin the City of Briſtol. | oy 
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HIS Patitionavortfentad; ſets forth, That Aae 
the laſt Seſſion of Parliament preſented a Petition to the 
Houſe, ſetting forth, how greatly the Britiſ Trade and 
* neem to and from the Hritiſh Colonies and Planta- 
tions in Ainerica, had been for ſeveral Vears. paſt interrupted 


and expoſed to the continual Inſults and Depredations of the 


Spaniards in thoſe -Seas, where they had taken and made 
Prizes of great Numbers of Britiſh Ships and Veſſels, in 
their Paſſage to and from our own Colonies and Plantations, 
ſeveral of which: to the Port of Briſtal; and that 
_ ſtill continued their Depredations, and had lately taken 
plundered ſeyeral Ships and Veſſels belonging to that and 
ſeveral other Britiſh Ports, and had treated ſuch as fell into 
their Hands, in a very barbarous and cruel Manner; and that 
the Petitioners were heard by their Counſel before the Com- 
mittee of the whole Houſe, and fully juſtiſied every Part of 
their Petition to entire Satisfaction; and that the ſe: was 
pleaſed to come to a Reſolution in Support of the natural 
and undoubted Right of the Britiſb Subjects, to fail with 
their Ships on any Part of the Seas of America, to and from 
any Part of his Majeſty's Dominions; and that the Free - 
dom of Navigation and Commerce, which the Sub) ects of 
Great-Britain had an undoubted Right to by the Law. of 
Nations, and by Virtue of the Treaties ſubſiſting between 
the two Crowns of Great Britain and Spain, had been 
greatly interrupted by the Spaniards, under Pretences alto- 
9 * and unwarrantable and that the Houſe 
was 


| ( 34 ) 
was pleaſed to addreſs his Majeſty: thereon, to which his Ma- 
jeſty returned a moſt gracious Anſwer ; and that this Crown 
and that of Spain have ſince entered into a Convention; and 
expreſſing the great Concern of the Petitioners, that the 
I inſtead of thereby yielding up their unjuſtifiable 
aim to viſit and ſearch the Ships of this Kingdom in their 
Voyages to and from our own, Colonies and Plantations, 
have inſiſted upon the referring the ſame to Plenipotentiaries, 
to be conferred on by them, as if it admitted of a doubt; 


and ſetting forth, that the Petitioners are extremely appre- = 


henſive of the many fatal Conſequences that may attend this 
Suſpenſe of the Freedom of the Br:t Navigation in the 
Seas of America; for as the Spaniards have inſiſted to have 
the ſettling: this Point referred to Plenipotentiari es, and as 
the Spaniards muſt be ſenſible it can never be determined in 
their Favour, ſo the Petitioners are very fearful they will do 
all in their Power to prevent its being determined at all; 
that if this ſhould happen to be the Caſe, as there is no 
Agreement on the Part of the Crown of Spain, not to viſit 
or ſearch any of our Ships in the American Seas, till this 
Matter ſhall be determined by Plenipotentiaries, the Peti- 
tioners Shipping and Property, employed in this Trade, will 
ſtill continue liable to be viſited, ſearched, and ſeized by the 
Spaniſh Guarda Coſtas, as formerly, under the old, but 
groundleſs Pretence of having contraband or prohibited 
Goods on board; though the Crown of Spain muſt very 
well know, that as all Trade between the Subjects of Great 
Britain, and thoſe of Spain in America, is prohibited by 
T reaties between the two Crowns, ſo the Britiſb Ships in 
' thoſe Seas can have no contraband Goods on Board to juſtify 
ſuch a Pretence; and that, let the Cayſe of Capture be what 
it will, if a Brit Ship is once taken by a Spaniſh Guarda 
Cofta, and brought into a Span; Port, the is certainly con- 
demned, the Defence being made by a Spaniard ſet up for 
that purpoſe, and the Judges and Evidences being intereſted 
in the Condemnation; but that as neither the Law of Na- 
tions, nor any of our Treaties, has given them this Right, 
their acting in this Manner has been an open Violation of 
the one, and a plain Infraction of the other; and, there- 
fore, as the leaving the viſiting and ſearching the Britiſb 
Ships in America open to the Crown of Spain, will be at- 
tended with the moſt fatal ences to the Shipping, 
Trade, and Navigation of Great- Britain; as it will diſ- 
courage the Planters from raiſing and making their Sugars, 
and other our Plantations Produce; as it will diſcourage the 
n 4 Merchants 


— 
— 
— 


7 14 N 
Wy 

10 

1 
” 1 
1 N 
Wk 
WI 
KY 
(foul 
ok 
9870 
60 
* 
* 

1 ö 
. 
a 


"gt 
k 


—_ 


— — — 


— "IEG = — — 
REI. 41 2 — 2 
—— IST. PS” 
— — —— — — 2 
— —— — 


3 
fro — 
— — 


— —— 
_—_— ; 
1 —— — 
— — 
— 


_ - 
© — — 
5 * * — 
— — —— 
7 — 
* 


— 8 
SE rr ar I OW EI 2 98 . — 0 
cs — 8 2 —— b > "= _ — — — — K = "= "x: — WB... II = —— — a 4 
— — — — — — — —— * : , - ” _ 8 
— - 2 > — S —T———— + 
===" — = IM : = - — - 
=> I en — 2 — — . AVV A ˙7˙˙ 


— <a . — — é — — _ 
— UB th rt tne - — - _ —_ — — = — 
—— —— — — - "> — . - - 
= 42S. 4 — — — Dh. > 4 


2 = * = - — - = — - = 
T AI +, Taba ee rt Er >> 
£5 i -q a 8 — * * * 2 7 hs - 
— — 
— gene Dane ln, - — — — — To. 
9 WF he DA — r 


2 - - . Lon” —— — args 
, — — _ 
Se — * — 


r 
on a Trade, in which they cannot have the Protection due 
to the Britiſbß Flag; as it will diſpirit the Sailors, and as it 


- will occaſion the Inſurance on this Trade to riſe to a Rate 


the Trade cannot bear, and which all other Nations will be 
free from; praying the Houſe, that the Petitioners may 
once more have an Opportunity of being heard by them 
ſelves or Counſel, and of laying their Caſe before the Houſe, 
and of repreſenting to the Houſe the many fatal Conſe- 
quences that muſt attend the Power, Wealth, and Com- 


| merce of this Kingdom, if the Britiſp Trade and Naviga- 


tion to and from our own Colonies in America be not 
effectually ſecured and protected from the inſulting Viſita- 
tions, Searches, and Reſtrictions of the Spaniargs for the 
future. 5 5 5 i FT | 4 png ; Oy ; 


The PzTiTioy of the Merchants of Liverpoole. 
A Petition of the Merchants trading from the Port of 
+2 Liverpoole to his Majeſty's Plantations in America, on 
Behalf of themſelves, and many others concerned in that 
Trade, was preſented to the Houſe, and read; ſetting forth, 
That upon the Application of the Petitioners and others to 


this Houſe the laſt Seſſion of Parliament, ſetting forth the 


many Depredations committed by the Spamardy in the High 
Seas of America, on Britiſh Shipping and Property, their 
barbarous Treatment of the Britiſb Sailors on the Captures 


of their Ships, and their 3 into Sla- 
very in Ol Spain, and the 


pamards having made it their 
conſtant Practice to attack and board all Britiſ Merchant 
Ships they met with in the American Seas. under, the Pre- 
tence of ſearching for Goods which they deemed to be con- 


traband, or not lawful, according to their own arbitrary 
Will and Pleaſure, for the Britiſb Merchant Ships to hav 


en Board, contrary to the Law of. Nations, and in-manife 
Violation of the Treaties ſubſiſting between the two Crowns, 
and thereby rendred the Trade and Navigation to and from 
America very unſafe and precarious ; and that upon the Peti- 
gioners making out the Allegations in their Petitions before 
a Committeę of the whole Houſe, which, as the Petitioners 
apprehend, they did, to the entire and unanimous Satisfaction 
of the Houſe, this Houſe came to the following Reſolutions ; 
+ That it is the natural-and unoubted Right of the Brie 
Subjects to fail with their Ships on any Part of the Seas 
+ of America, to and from any Part of his Majeſty's Do- 
| 1 5 MUMNIQNE 5 


(23) 
© minions 3 and.that the Freedom of Navigation and. Can 
« -merce had been 
der Pretences groundleſs and unwarrantable ; 
und that an humble Addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, 


to obtain eff 


„ Right to by Treaties and the Law of Nations; ' and that 


his Majeſty, upon ſach Addreſs: being preſented, was graci- 


ouſly p — 3. tha be would make uſe of 
the moſt | ocure Juſtice and' 
the future Secu- 


—— ; and that, a Conven- 
| into with the Crown of Spain; and 
repreſenting to the Houſe, that the Petitioners are greatly 
concerned to find the Spaniard; ſo far front giving up their 
groundleſs Pretences, to a Right of ſtopping and fearching 
the Britiſb Ships upon the American Seas, trading to our own 
Colonies, as to infift on having the fame diſcuſſed and ſet- 
tled by the Plenipotentiaries appointed by the two Crowns, 
without ſtipulating the eaſt se n to det from this un- 
warrantable Practice during the Time limited to ſettle the 
ſame; and recommending to the Conſideration of this 
Houſe, whether to allow a Point ſo indiſputably clear, both 
by the Law of Nations, and all the Treaties ſubſiſting be- 
tween the two Crowns to be brought into Queſtion, ma 

not be attended with the moſt dangerous Conſequences, an 

if the Spaniſb Plenipotentiaries ſhould. be infirufted never to 
give up their pretended Claim, would not leave the Trade of 
the Britiſh Subjedts to our own Plantations in America mote - 


_ unſafe and precarious ; and therefore praying the Houſe will 


be pleaſed to take into Confideration, the great 

of our Trade to and from our own Plantations in America, 
the clear and indiſputable Right which we have to enjoy it 
without being ſtopped, viſited or ſearched by the Spaniards 
on any Pretence whatſoever, or left under any Reſtriction, 
or even if the Freedom of this Navigation ſhould continue" 
— ne in chis State of nnen 1 8 


A PzTITION of George Packer, Richard Fare, Thomas 
Nes, and Thomas Roach, of the f Briſtol, (Owners 

af the Ship Sarah, Jaſon Vaughan Ulber in Behalf of 
themſelves and others intereſted in the ſaid Ship, her Cargo: 


1 of * was preſented and read ;. ſetting forth, That on- 
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624) 
the 2ſt Day of June, in the Year 1738, the ſaid Ship failed 
full en . Iſland of — rely for the Port 
of Briſtal; but, after attempting the Windward Paſſage for 
about ſeventeen Days without Succeſs, was obliged to return 
and make her Voyage through the Gulph of Floride ; and 
on the 29th Day of the ſame Month, in the Latitude of 
twenty - four Degrees and twenty- eig Minutes, as the ſaid 


Ship was proceeding on ſuch her Voyage, and being then 


about ſiſty- ſive Leagues diſtant from the Weſt End of the 
Iſle of Cuba, ſhe was with her whole Cargo ſeized by a 
Spaniſh Man of War, and carried into the nna, there 
condemned as a Prize, contrary (as the Petitioners preſume) 
to the Law of Nations, and the ſubſiſting Treaties; the 
Value of which ſaid Ship and Cargo, at the Time of. ſuch 
Seizure, as the Petitioners are adviſed, was Nine Thouſand 
Pounds Sterling, and upwards; and chat the Maſter and 
Mariners of the ſame Ship were impriſoned, and otherwiſe 
moſt inhumanly treated by the Captors, and carried by them 
into Old Spain, where the ſaid Maſter yet continues a Pri- 
ſoner; and therefore praying the Houſe to take the Premiſſes 
into Conſideratiou, hear the Petitioners by themſelves or 
Counſel, and grant ſuch Relief thereupon, as to the Houſe 


A'PET1TION of the ſeveral Perſons, whoſe Names are 
thereunto ſubſcribed, Owners and Freighters of two Britiſp 
Ships, taken by the Subjects of his Catholick | Majeſty, after 
the ſigning of the Preliminary Articles of Peace by the 
two contending Powers, Great Britain and Spain, in Behalf 


of themſelves and the reſt of the Sufferers, was preſented 


and read; ſetting forth, That one of the aforefaid. Ships, 
called the e. commanded by Richard Copithorne, 
was taken on the 29th of June, 1727, N. S. in the Mediter- 
ranean Sea, on her Voyage from Me by a Spaniſh Pri- 


vateer, under Turkfþ Colours, after five Hours Engagement, 


wherein three of his Men were killed, the Petitioner Richard 
2 and three more wounded, and for nine Days kept 
3 and, after other inhuman Uſuage, the ſaid Ship was 
carried into Malaga, and on the 24th of October following 
was there condemned; and that the other Ship, called the - 
Layal-Galjey, commanded by William Pugſtey, was alſo taken 
on the ſaid 505 of June, 1927, N. S. in the ſame Seas, on 
her Voyage from Leghorn, by another Privateer, and carried 
into Malaga, and upon the 14th. of October following was 


imo 0 
alſo condemned ; and that the Preliminary Articles wers. 


figned 


2 


CE} -. 
ſigned at Parit the 31/7 of May, 1727, N. S. which was 
twerrty· nine Days re the faid Ships were taken; and 
upon the 19th of June, 1727s N. S. his Catholick Majeſty 
accepted and ſigned the faid Preliminaries ; and upon the © 
234d following, all Hoſtilities ceaſed at Gibraltar, and the 
Camp of St. Roche; and upon the 26th of the fame Month, 
the Ceſſation of Arms was publiſhed on board the Britiſb 
Fleet, and alſo the ſame Day at Malaga; and that the Peti- 
tioners apprehend they are entitled to Satisfaction, as being 
expreſsly provided for by the 5th and 7th Articles of the 
Preliminaries in the following Words: — Article the 5th, 
© Immediately after the ſigning of the preſent Article, all 
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«  Hoftilities whatſoever, if any have happened to be 
© ſhall ceaſe; and, with reſpect to Spain, within eight Day 
< after his Catholick Majeſty ſhall have received the ſigned 
© Articles.” —Article. the 7th, . © If, after the ſigning of theſe 
< Preliminaries, any Diſturbances ſhould happen to * raiſed, 
. under any Pretext whatſoever, or Acts of Hoſtilities com- 
* mitted between the Subjects of the contracting Powers, 
1 < either in Europe, or in the Indies, they ſhall by joint Aſſiſ- 
c tance repair the Damages ſuſtained by their reſpective Sub- 
jects.— And that wn Applications have been made, 
in the moſt reſpectful Manner, by the Petitioners, who 
have hitherto received no Satisfaction, although they have 
given in their reſpective Claims upon Oath, conformable to 
the Method preſcribed for that Purpoſe in the London Gazette 
of the gth of April, 17 30; and that the Petitioners fear 
they are excluded from any Satisfaction by the preſent Con- 
vention; they having lately been informed by a Meſlage 
from one of the — that the King of Spain 
would not allow of any Claims to be good, but for ſuch 
Ships _ as were taken in Europe after the 2d of Jays 
1727s N. S. and therefore praying the Houſe to take 
rdſhips the Petitioners labour under into Conſideration, 
that they may have ſuch Aſſiſtance and Relief, as the Caſe 
requires, and as to the Houſe ſhall ſeem meet. | 


A -PtT1TION of the Merchant Company of the City of - 
Edinburgh, fahl] by AF of Parliament. | 
HIS Petition ſets forth, That the Petitioners having read 
1 the late Convention and ſeparate Articles with Spain, 
and the Proteft of Don rr hea de la Quadra, beg leave to 
repreſent, that by the ſaid Convention and Articles limited 
by the ſaid Proteſt, the Reparation ſtipulated for the Inſults 
and' Loſſes, wbich the Britiſʒ Merchants and Seamen "_ 
| 8 6 e 
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. CT] 
ed from the unjuſt Inſolence of the Spanzterds, ſeems to the 
Petitioners to be ſuch as may be t down to very little, 
or to he left in effect to be made by Britain itſelf; and that 
the future Security of our Commerce and Navigation in the 
Weft Indies and America, which the Petitioners expected 
would have been immediately eftabliſhed as a Matter indifpu- 
table, appears, in the Apprehenſion of the Petitioners, to be 

t off as a doubtful Point, to be debated in a ſubſequent 
Treaty 3 and that in that Part of Great-Britam, and parti- 
cularly in and about that City, the Petitioners began to ſee 
the Linnen and other Manufacturers make a hope] Pro- 
greſs, Which muſt fink lower than ever, if the Vi India 
and American Trade be ruined, or rendered precarious; and 


concerning 


remiſes, as to the great Wiſdom and Spirit 
of the Britiſh Parliament may ſeem fit. 5 


A Petition of Thomas C ſon and Solomon Merrit, in 
behalf of themſelves and rs concerned in the Ship Sta. 
Iſabella, was preſented to the Houſe, and read; ſetting forth, 
That the Brits Squadron of Ships of War under the Com- 
mand of Sir George Byng, late Ld Viſcount Torrington, 
having, in the Year 1718, taken ſeveral Ships of War in the 


— 


| Mediterranean, belonging to the King of Spain, the ſaid 


Ships were carried into Port- IAabon, to be there diſpoſed of 
for the Benefit of the Captors, purſuant to a Declaration of 
his late Majeſty ; and that the Ships ſo taken, being after 
Condemnation put up to Sale at Port-Mabon by the Agents 
for the Captors, the Sta. {/abella one of the ſaid Ships, was 

rchaſed (after having lain two Years at that Port) by the 
— ſor the Sum of Sixteen Fhouſand Pieces of Light, 


and being much out of Repair, the Purchaſers were at great 


Expence, both at Port-Mahon and Gibraltar, in making 
her fit for Service; and that in the Year 1721, Matters be- 
ing adjuſted between the Crowns of Great Britain and Spain, 
the ſaid Ship was brought down to Cadia, in order to trade 
with, or to be ſold to the beſt Advantage; but on her Arri- 
val there, was claimed by Mr. Patine, Intendant of the Ma- 
rine for the Crown of Spain, by Virtue of an Agreement, 
by which all the Ships of War, taken from the Spaniards 
in the Year 1718, were to be reſtored ; and that thereupon, 
notwithſtanding the ſeveral Offers 2nd Treaties on foot re- 
lating to the Sale of the ſaid Ship, the Petitioners, being un- 


willing that any Right or Property of theirs ſhould occaſion 


any Delays or Diſputes, applied themſelves, by Memorial on 
ne 


| (#) 
the 21/ of March 1722, to one of his Majeſty's Secretaries 
of Santa, fettng forth the Hardſhips they lay under, as not 


ha ower either to ſell or remove their Ship, and yet at. 


4 14 
* 9 


eat Charges in maintai her, and therefore offering to 
JO * ſaid Ship to . King of Spain, on — | 
of their Purchaſe-Money and other Charges; and that, pur- 
ſuant to the, Requeſt, of this Memorial, his Majeſty's then 
Conſul at the Port of Cadiz was directed to deliver up the 
ſaid Ship to the, Crown of Spain, who accordingly, on the 
16th of Fanuary 1723-4, made Tender thereof to the ſaid 
Mr. Patins; but he refuſing to accept of her, the Petition- 
ers, by Direction from the Secretary of State, abandoned 
her, and the Spaniards afterwards took Poſſeſſion of the Ship, 
and her Guns on the Ramparts of Cadiz. ;. and that 
the Petitioners, ,in March 1729, preſented a Memorial to 
one of his Majeſty's principal Secretaries of State, ſetting 
forth the Premiſes ; which Memorial being by his Majeſty's 
Order in Council of the 26th of that Month referred to a 
Committee of Council to give their Opinion thereupon, 
their Lordſhips were pleaſed, the 26th of April, to take the 
ſame into Conſideration ; but the Petitioners not being fully 
prepafed to give a particular Account of their Loſſes, and 
the ſaid Conſul at the Port of Cadiz, who was then in Town, 
and could have given their Lordſhips an exact Account of 
this Affair, not attending, the farther Hearing was put off 
without any fixed Time appointed, and nothing has been 
ſince done relating thereto; and therefore in regard of the 
Premiſes, and for that by Mr. Patino's claiming the ſaid 
Ship Jſabella, as aforeſaid, and her being abandoned to the 
Crown of Spain, the Petitioners are at preſent Sufferers of 
upwards of Len Thouſand Pounds, including the Intereſt of 
their Principal Money; and therefore praying, that the 
Houſe will be pleaſed to take their Caſe into Conſideration, 
and give them ſuch Relief, as this Houſe ſhall ſeem meet. 


A PETITION of the Magiſtrates and Town-Council of 
Dunfermline, for themſelves and other Burgeſſes and Inbabi- 
tants thereof; and alſo, | 0 | 
A PeTIiT1oy of the . Dean of Guild of 

Dundee, for themſelves and other Burgeſſes and Inhabitants 

thereof; and alſo, 
A PETITION of the Merchants, Burgeſſes, and Inhabi- 
tants of the Town of Montreſe; 

Wr xx ſeverally preſented to the Houſe, and read; ſet- 
ting forth, That the Linnen Manufacture, which is carried 
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on ſucceſsfully among the Petitioners in ſeveral Branches of 


it, is the only Support of thoſe Towns 3 and that the Peti- 
tioners muſt fall into Poverty, if that Linnen Trade be not 
duly protected and encouraged ; and that that Trade muſt. 
fink, if the Commerce and Navigation of Britain to the 
Plantations in America and the H2/- Indies ſhall be ſuffered 
to be encroached on ; and that the Petitioners beg leave to 
expreſs their Fears, on reading the late Convention and ſe- 
pres Articles with Spain and Don Sebaftian-de la Duadra's 

roteſt in relation thereto ; and that the future Safety of our 
Navigation and Trade, the Petitioners expected, would have 


been ſecured in the firſt place as eſſential and unqueſtionable, 


and would not have been put off as a Subject of Debate in 
à ſubſequent Treaty; and that juſt Reparation to Britain 


and our Merchants and Seafarers would have been obtained 


for the repeated Inſults and Depredations of the Spaniards, 
and would not have been left to the Hazard of various Re- 
ſtrictions and Controverſies, or to be thrown on Britain it 
ſelf; and therefore praying the Houſe, to ſecure their Trade, 
and procure ſich juſt Satisfaction to Britain, and the Suffer- 
ers by Speniſh) Inſults and Robberies, as to the Houſe ſhall 
ſeem fit. 4 N 3 5 

A PETITION of the Magiſtrates and Town Council of 
Sterling, for themſelves and other Burgeſſes and Inhabitants 
thereof; and alſo, © ee e 
x of the Magiſtrates and Town-Council of 


APRTI 
the Burgh or” Lauder, for themſelves and other Burgeſſes and 


Inhabi r | 

Wenk ſeverally preſented, and read; ſetting forth, that 
the Petitioners having read the late Convention and ſeparate 
Articles with Spain, and the Proteſt of Don Sebaſtian de la 
Duadra, beg leave to repreſent, that by the ſaid Convention 
and Articles limited by the ſaid Proteſt, the Reparation ſti- 
pulated for the Inſults and Loſſes, which the Britiſb Mer- 
chants and Seamen ſuffered from the unjuſt Inſolence of the 
Spaniards,” ſeems to the Petitioners to be ſuch as may be 
brought down to very little, or to be left in effect to be made 
by Britain itſelf 3 and that the future Security of Commerce 
and Navigation in the Vet Indies and America, which the 
Petitioners expected would have been 1 9 ſ 
ed as a Matter indiſputable, appears to be neglected or put 
off as a doubtful Point to be debated in a ſubſequent Treaty; 
and that in that Part of Great Britain, and particularly in 
and about thoſe Towns, the Petitioners began to ſee the Lin- 


nen 


' 


(29) 3 
nen and other Manufacturies make a hopeful Progreſs, which 
muſt ſink lower than ever, if the Vſt Indian or Ameriecgn © 
Trade be ruined, or rendered precarious; and therefore 
ing the Premiſes, as to the great Wiſdom and Spirit of the 
Arityh Parliament may ſeem fit. 


eise a o An nn ND ont 

APRETITIox of the Merchants of Glaſgow trading to 
the Britt Plantations in America, in behalf of themſelves 
and many others, was preſented to the Houſe, and read; 
ſetting forth, That the ManufaQturies of that Country being 
chiefly conſumed in the American Colonies, it is with great 
Grief the Petitionets obſerve and feel the annual Decay of 
the Sugar Iſlands, and the Decreaſe of Trade and Commerce, 
occaſioned by the Obſtructions and Depredations of the Spu- 
niſh Guarda Coſtas; and repreſenting to the Honſe, that in 
the late Convention ſigned by Benjamin Keene, Eſq; and Don 
| Sebaſtian de la Quadra, now publiſhed by Authority, the 

undoubted Right of the Britiſb Subjects to navigate in the 
American Seas to and from any Part of his Majeſty's Do- 
minions, without being liable to have their Ships ſearched, 
plundered, or ſeized on any Pretence whatſoeyer, is no 
where aſſerted; but the adjuſting thereof, and ſome other 
Points, referred to the uncertain Iſſue of a Meeting of Am- 
baſſadors named by the two Crowns: whereby, as the Peti- 
tioners conceive, the Spaniards will be encouraged to conti- 
nue their Inſults. and Injuries, the Commerce to and from Ame- 
rica is left as precarious and hazardous, and the Petitioners 
Properties in theſe Parts as inſecure as ever, and that moſt 
valuable Branch of Trade in the utmoſt Danger of being 
much impaired, if not loſt; and therefore praying the Houſe 
to conſider the Premiſes, and to do therein, as the Houſe 
ſhall think fit. * Tr 2 


0 Wan! 79 n | ; , | 7 f 
A PETITION of the Magiſtrates and Town-Council of 
Cupar in Hye, for themſelves and other Burgeſſes and Inha- 
bitants thereof, was preſented to the Houſe, and read; ſet- 
ting forth, That the Linnen Manufacture, which is carried 
on ſucceſsfully among the Petitioners in ſeveral Branches of 
it, is the only Support of that Town; and that the Peti- 
tioners muſt fall into Poverty, if that Trade be not duly 
protected and encouraged ; and that Trade muſt ſink, if the 
Commerce and Navigation of Great Britain to the Planta- 
tions in America and the Weſi-Indies ſhall be ſuffered to be 
encroached on; and that the Petitioners beg leave to _ 
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thereof; was 
Linnen and Thread - Stocking Manufacture, which is carried 


1.30 


their Fears, « en readi reading the late Convention and ſeparate Ar- 


9 . Don Sebaſtian de la Quadra Proteſt 

eto; and that the — Safety of our Navi- 
ation and Trade, the Petitioners expected, would have been 
red in the firſt place as eſſential and unqueſtionable, and 
d not have been put off as a Subject of Debate in & ſub- 


ſequent Treaty, and that juſt Reparation to Britain and our 


Merchants and Seafarers would have been obtained for the 


repeated Inſults and tions of the Spaniards,” and 
would not have been left' to the Hazard of various Reſtricti- 
ons and Controverſies, or to be thrown on Britaia _ 


and therefore praying the Houſe, to ſecure their Trade, and 


Ih In ts and — as to ache Wiſdom een 


4 Per ir 10 f he = Makin 950 Town-Countiter 
Kinghori; for themſelves and other Bu and Inhabitants 
nted, and read; fetting forth, That the 


e ſuch juſt Satisfaction to Britain, and the Sufferers 


on ſacceſsfully among the Petitioners in ſeveral Branches of 
ie; is the 6nly Support of that Town, tho latter of which a 
Quantity is made by the Petitioners than in all Norib- 

Britain I and that the Petitioners muſt fall into Poverty, 
if that Linnen Trade be not duly protected and en 


couraged, 
and that Trade muſt fink; if the 8 and Navigation 


of Great Britain to the Plantations in America and the Ne- 
Indies ſhall be ſuffered to be encroached on; and that the F 
titioners beg Leave to expreſs their Fears, on reading the late 
Convention and ſeparate Articles with Spam, and Don Se- 
baſtian de la Quadra s Proteſt in relation thereto ; and that 
the future Safety of our Navigation and Trade, the Petition- 
ers expected, would have been ſecured in the firſt place as 
eſſential and unqueſtionable, and would not have been put off 
as a Subject of Debate in a ſubſequent Treaty, and that juſt 
Reparation to Britain and our Merchants and Seafarers would 
have been obtained for the repeated Inſults and Depredations 
of the Spaniards, and would not have been left to the Hazard 
of various Reſtrictions and Controverſies, or to be thrown 
on Britain itſelf; and therefore praying the Houſe, to ſecure 
their Trade, arid procure ſuch fut Satisfaction to Britain, 
and the Sufferers by Spaniſh Inſults and Robberies, as to the 
Wiſdom and true Britiſh * of the Houſe ſhall ſeem fit. 


A PETI- 


8 6 a dt a Faces 1, —— "FS 


143 


| ...A.PETITION of the Merchants and others trading from 
dhe Port of Loncefery, his Majeſty's Colonies in Amereca, 


was preſented to the Houſe, and read; ſetting forth, That 
the principal Part of the Trade of this Port is to his Maje- 


ſty's Plantations in America, which has already been greatly 
affected by the Depredations committed by the Spaniards in 


thehighSeas on the Ships, Veſſels, and Merchandizes of his Ma- 
jeſty's Subjects navigating to and from the ſaid 1 


the Riſe of Inſurance Money above the Proportion that Tr 
will bear; and that, as it hath been by this Houſe. reſolved, 


That it i the We end unden e Right of the Brits 


Subjects to fail with their Ships on any Tet of the Seas of 


America, to and from any Part of his inions 3 


L | ajcſty's Do 
And the Petitioners now _ by the Situation of Affairs 
between this Crown and that o 


| and th; Spain, that there is no Pro- 
viſion made for the future ſecuring the Ships and Veſſels of 
the Britiſb Subject ſailing to and from the ſaid Plantations 
free from the Attacks and Searches of the Spaniards, the Pe- 
titioners with the utmoſt Concern beg Lene to repreſent to 
the Houſe, that the Freedom of ſuch Navigation and Com- 
merce is of the 1 Importance to his Majeſty's Subjects 
engaged in ſuch Commerce, and that without ſuch Freedom 
the ſaid Commerce cannot long ſuhſiſt; and therefore pray- 
ing the Houſe will favourably conſider the Premiſſes, and 
vouchſafe to concert ſuch Meaſures, as may ſpeedily ſecure 


- 


. .to. them the Freedom of the faid Navigation. 


Al the foregoing Petitions were referred to the Conſi- 
deration of the Committee of the whole Houſe, to conſider of 
the Convention between Great Britain and Spain, concluded 


at the Pardo, Jan. 14. 17 39. N. S. and the ſeparate Arti- 
5s belonging N with the ſeveral Ratifications there- 


Tus Lords on the Twenty- ſeventh Day of February, 
took into Conſideration Mao — Mr. Drake, 
and Mr. Bendiſb, with ſeveral other Merchants, were exa- 
mined concerning their Loſſes ſuſtained ; as was alſo Mr. 
Stert, a Member of Parliament, late one of the Commiſſa- 


_ ries at Spain, as to Things within his Knowledge. And the 


firſt of March rie Repreſentation and State of the 
Britiſ Poſſeſpons in America, diſputed with the King of 


Spain the 22d of Tune, 1731. was preſented to the Houſe 
of Lords by the Duke of Newca/tl:; and divers Repreſenta- 
tions relating to South Carolina, Then the Lords took again 
into Conſideration the Convention, and moved, ths - 

Humble 
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(32) 
Humble Addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, to return him 
-thanks'for his great Care in obtaitiing the fame. The Ad- 
dreſs being read, great Debates did arife thereon ; but upon 
a Diviſion, it was catried for the Addreſs, Seventy-one a- 
quote ifty-eight ; Proxies Twenty. four againſt Sixteen: fo 
that including them, it was Ninety- five againſt Seventy- four. 
- Tr1s Addreſs of the Houſe of Lords, was ſo Well ap- 
proved of by many Perfons, and the Proteſt againſt it ſo re- 
mar kable, that it is highly neceffary to take ſome notice of 
both of them in this Place. And of the firſt I ſhall give the 


” — 


* 1 18 * r 
full Subſtance, as preſented to his Majeſty, * 
4 * 4.6. w 2 5 s # ? 3 9 13 4 1 TS 45 ; 1. a 4 SLES Li . 1 1 * 4 8 . 
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WWE beg leave (moſt Gracious Sovereign) to return 
« FF: your Majeſty. our "moſt Humble Thanks for your 
© gracious Condefcenfion, in laying the Convention between 
< — — Majeſty and the King of Spain, dated the Fourteenth 
0 of Fanuary laſt, together with the ſeparate Articles, 
'© before this Houſe, We think it our indiſpenſable Duty, 
on this ion, to expreſs our juſt Senſe of your Royal 
<-Care of the ren Intereſ 5 your ee and to 1 
_ © ledge your Majeſty's great Prudence, in bringing the De- 
3 — hag? — s for their paſt Loſſes ich have 
© been ſo long depending, to a final adjuſtment by the ſaid 
Convention; and procuring an expreſs Stipulation for a 
 *< ſpeedy Payment; and in laying a Foundation for accom- 
< pliſhing the great and deſirable Ends, of obtaining future 
« Security, and preſerving the Peace between the two Na- 
© tions.” We beg leave allo to declare to your Majeſty, our 
Confidence and Reliance on your Royal Wiſdom, and ſtea- 
dy Attention to the Honour of your Crown, and the Wel- 
© fare of theſe Kingdoms, and that in the Treaty to be con- 
« cluded in purſuance of this Convention, proper Proviſions 
will be made for Redreſs of the Grievances ſo juſtly com- 
« plained of; and particularly that the Freedom of Naviga- 
tion in the American Seas, to which your Majeſty's Sub- 
« jeQs are entitled by the Law of Nations, and by Virtue of 
© the Treaties ſubſiſting between the two Crowns, will be fo 
effectually ſecured, they may enjoy, unmoleſted, their 
undoubted Right of navigating, and car 005 Trade 


3 


* and Commerce from one Part of your Majeſty's Domi- 
_ © nions to any other Part thereof, without being * to 4 
| | | opp' : 


% * 


9 


© ſtopp'd, viſited, or ſearched, on the open Seas, or to any 


© other violation or infraction of the ſaid Treaties ; the mu- 
< tual obſervance thereof, and a juſt Regard to the Privi- 

© leges belonging to each other, being the only Means of 
© maintaining a good Correſpondence, and laſting Friend- 
© ſhip between the two Nations. Permit us at the fame 
« Time, in the moſt dutiful manner, to expreſs to your 
© Majeſty, our firm Dependance, that in the Treaty to be 
© concluded in purſuance” of the ſaid Convention, the ut- 
© moſt Regard will be had to the Rights belonging to your 


_ © Majeſty's Crown and Subjects, in adjuſting and ſettling the 


Limits of your Majeſty's Dominions in America; and to 
give = 174 ſtrongeſt Aſſurances, that in caſe 
4 We ajeſty's juſt Expectations ſhall not be anſwered, this 
* Houſe will heartily and zealouſly concur in all ſuch Mea- 
© ſures, as ſhall be neceſſary to vindicate your Majeſty's Ho- 
© nour, and to preſerve to your Subjects the full Enjoyment 
© of all thoſe Rights, to which they are entitled by Treaty, 
„ and the Law of Nations. | | | Pears.) 


His MajzesTr's Anſwer to the Addreſs. _ 
c I THAN E you, my Lords, for this dutiful Addreſs, and 
© © for the grateful Senſe you expreſs of my Care of the 
© true Intereſts of my People. You may depend upon it, 
That 1 have the Honour of my Crown, and the Welfare 


of my Kingdoms entirely at Heart; and that nothing ſhall. 


© be wanting on my Part, to ſecure to my Subjects the full 
© Enjoyment of their Navigation, and Commerce, and their 
© other juſt Rights” En 


Now I come to the Proteſt of the Lords that diſſented to 
the Addreſs; the Publication of which having given ſome 
Offence to divers great Perſons, I ſhall only inſert four or 


| five of the ſhorteſt Articles thereof, among ten in the whole, 


ſome of them very long, and particularly adapted to the Cir- 
cumſtances of publick Affairs. | ls 
Part of the Diſſenting Lords PRoTEsST. 


VE Diſſent, 1. Becauſe we conceive, That the Reſo- 
VV lution paſs'd, under the pretence of a reſpectful Ad- 


_ dreſs to the Throne, carries with it an Approbation of the 


Convention concluded at the Pardo, the 14th of January 


laſt, which, as we apprehend, = be a moſt fatal — 
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it it ſhould induce bis Majeſty. 49 heſieye that this Con- 


vention is agreeable to the Senſe and Expectation of the Na- 
tion. 2. Becauſe this Reſolution hath rather weaken'd than 
orced the Addreſs of laſt Year, having omitted that Part 

of the ſaid Addreſs, which declares, that no Goods being 
carried from one Part of his Majeſty's Dominions to another, 
are to be deemed contraband or prohibited Goods; and that 
the ſearching of Ships, under Pretence of their carrying 
contraband qr prohibited Goods, is a Violation and Infracti- 
on of the Treaties ſubſiſting between the two Crowns. 4. 
Becauſe we ſee no Reaſon to believe that the future Negoti- 
ation of the Plenipotentiaries will, in the next eight Months, 
obtain the Admiſſion of thoſe Rights inſiſted upon in our 
former Addreſs, which the Inſtances and Repreſentations 
made to the Court of Spain laſt Year, ſupported by the Re- 
ſolution of Parliament, and a powerful Fleet, have not been 
eparation pretended to be made to our Merchants by this 
onvention, for the grievous Loſſes they have ſuſtained, du- 
ring a Courſe of many Years, is inſufficient : The dark Ac- 
counts, of this I'ranſaction, laid before us, have not been 
fully explained, nor any ſatisfactory Reaſons given us, why 
their Demands, ſtated in an Account ſigned June 14. 1738. 
by Mr. Stert, one of the Commiſſaries, ſhould be ſo greatly 
educed, 10. Becauſe we do not find any Satisfaction has 

been obtained by this Convention, for the frequent Cruelties 
and Barbarities exerciſed on the Britiſb Sailors, nor for the 
many Inſults offered to the Britiſ Flag, which we are ap- 


prebenſiye may be thought an Inſenſibiſity of the Sufferings 
of a Bod of Men highly uſeful to the Trade, and neceſſary 


to the Defence of theſe Kingdoms, and a great neglect of 


che Haynur of ithe Nation. 6 eo te 
Tus Proteft was ſigned by forty Lords, there being eigh- 
teen Peers who Voted againſt the Addfeſs, that did not gn 
this Proteſt; among the ſaid Voters were the Prince of 
ales, as Duke of Cornwall ; the Dukes of ger, Leeds 
Bedferd, Rutland, Argyle, and Bridgewater ; the Earls of 
Huntingdon, Suffolk, Northampton, Meſtmoreland, Peterbo- 
rough, Winchelſea, Ge Thanet, Burlington, Shafts- 
bury, Litchfield, - ST ; e Na ors van —_ 

rough, Coventry, Oxford, Strafford, Rockingham, Aylesfor 
Briſtol, Stanbope, Macclesſiela, 2 Grahame ; the V 2 
Lonſdale, Taunſbend, Cobbam, Falmauth ; the Barons Clifton, 
lintoit, Maynard, Bruce, Graven, Carteret, North, Gawer, 
; ; m 


© © 
= 


- 689). 
 Raymand, Talbot, Frverſſam; and the Biſhops of - Lincoli 
| Litchfield, Oxford, and Glaucgſter. His Ro 2] Highneſs 10 
1 Henry, with ſeveral og of 2 diſſented, ſhewed 
their Moderation in not ſigning the Proteſt. i 
” Dn the fxth Pay of Leh, the Commons ip « Grand 
Committee took into Canfideration the Convention, and 
ſeveral Merchants were called in and examined relating to 
the Loſſes they ſuſtained by the Depredations of the Spaniards ; 
and Captain Vaughan and Captain Copithorne were particu- 
larly examined, as to their Loſſes and cruel Uſage. The 
ſeventh of March, they took the Convention into Confide- 
ration again, and divers Witneſſes were then examined h 
them; alſo Mr. Stert, &c. On the eighth Day of March, 
the Commons took into further Conſideration the Conven- 
tion ; after which it was moved, that an Addreſs be preſent- 
ed to his Majeſty by this Houſe for the ſaid Convention; on 
the Diviſion it was carried, TO Hundred and Sixty, againſt 
Two Hundred Thirty Two. 
Tux ninth of March, the Report from the Commit tee 
of the Houſe of Commons was made, of the ſaid Addreſs 
to his Majeſty; and after a long Debate, the Queſtion was 
put, whether the Addreſs ſhould be agreed to? It paſſed in 
the Affirmative, Two Hundred aſl Forty-four, againſt 
Two Hundred and Fourteen, _ * 
Tr is impoſſible in the Cloſe of this A 
mfrking, that there wers the warmeſt Dehat 
the mw of 8 that ever 88 known Oe even 
reported, that the large Minority an the Queſtion, afterwards, 
with their Leaders, eie fry daten reſolving to give 
the Miniſter no more Trou, and uſing ſuch expreſſions 
in the Houſe which I dare nag repeat; however I hope for 
the Publick quiet, they will ſhew a different Behaviour. But 
notwithſtanding their ſtrenuous Oppoſition, the Addreſs of 
Thanks to his Majeſty was reſolv'd upon, of the like pur- 
port, and almoſt in the ſame words as that of the, Lords, 
which was preſented accordingly. 
I sWwa LL here draw a Curtain over the Ferment occaſion- 
ed by theſe Reſolutions, among the trading Part of the King- 
dom, and W:/t-India Merchants in particular; hoping ſome 
Means will be uſed, or Expedient found out, conſiſtent with 
the Honour and Welfare of the Nation, to make them eaſy 
in their ſeveral Branches of Traffick, of ſo much Conſe- 
quence to the Britiſb Dominions. 1 
Nx r I am to give the Reader the whole Subſtance of 
every Thing ial, in all the Pamphlets and Papers, as ſo 
; D 2 | many 


ir, to avoid re- 
f& thereon in 


- 


Gi : 27. ; \ 3M : 
many Eſſays publiſh'd in this great National Debate, with 
the ftr Impartiality and Juſtice to the Authors; with- 


out which my Hiſtorical Narrative, would be very imper- 

. fe; and therefore T hope to be excuſed by all Perſons for ſo 
doing. I ſhall begin with the Pamphlet called, The Cen- 

vention Vindicated, from the Miſrepreſentations of the Ene- 


mies to our Peace. 
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CONVENTION 


VINDICATED. 


7 


FT ER the ſtrong Appearances there were laſt 
Fpring, that a War was unavoidable, to pro- 
cure Redreſs to our injured Merchants, and fu- 
ture Security to our American Trade, it muſt 

give a very ſenſible Pleaſure to the Friends of 
the Government, to ſee ſo fair a Proſpect of having the 
Differences which have ſo long ſubſiſted, amicably and 


eftectually accommodated by Way of Treaty, which the 
Preliminary Convention, ratified by the two Crowns, gives 


the greateſt Aſſurances of. 5 7 

AND this Pleaſure is not a little heightened, by the viſible 
Mortification it has given'to the Enemies of our Peace ; who 
have no Hopes of ſucceeding in their ambitious Views, or of 
gratifying their implacable Reſentments, but by diſtreſſing 
the Adminiſtration, afid throwing Affairs both at Home 
and Abroad into Confuſion. Theſe Gentlemen had flat- 


tered themſelves, that the Miſunderſtandings between the 


Crowns of Great Britain and Spain were carried to ſuch a 
Height, and the Differences between them ſo great, that a 
Rupture muſt needs be the immediate Nay > PI that 
the Miniſters did not dare to try any other Meaſures, and 
that if they did, they could not ſucceed. And to do them 
Juſtice, nothing has been wanting on their Parts, by all 
provoking and inflammatory Methods, to bring Matters to 
ſuch a Criſis: They did not think Spain would ever ſubmit 
to ſuch Terms for a Convention as the Brits Miniſtry 
could accept; and as the Diſtance between London and 
Madrid, joined to the N and well-known Dinter, 
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3 
of that Court, would unavoidably require a good deal of 
Time before the Convention could be returned, the Patriots 
chriceved no ſmall Hopes, that the King would be obliged 
to open the Seffion without being able to give the Parliament 
the Satisfaction they now have, that any thing was finall 
concluded with Spain. And then what Matter of Triump 
would there have been to theſe honeſt Gentlemen, who have 
the Good of their Country ſo much at Heart! How tragi- 


' cally would they bave lamented the miſerable Condition 


of the Britiſb Merchant ! How- furiouſly would they have 
declaimed eh the Weakneſs of our Ovtinſels, aid the 
Folly of our Miniſters ! How ſanguine would they have been 


in their Hopes of exciting a general Reſentment, againſt 


Spain, againſt the Miniſtry, within Doors as well as with- 
out; and that, in . of this, an immediate Rup- 


ture with Spain would have been inevitable! And if they 


could by any Methods plunge their own Country into a 
fuihous and deſtructive War, they reckoned their Point gained, 
the Blame of it, would, without the Jaſt Ceremony, have 
been thrown upon the Miniſtry, and then the univerſal Cry, 
they hoped, would be, that a Change of Hands was abſo- 
lutely neceſſary to fave the Nation, and recover it out of the 
Difficulties they had themſelves moſt wickedly thrown it 


A 30 T, happily for us, they have been diſappoitited in both 


theſe Views ; the Convention arrived, ratified on the Part of 
Spain, time enough for all Purpoſes, the' not by ſome Days 
ſo ſoon as was expected and defired. And the Patriots were 
in the deepeſt Concern, left this Convention ſhould be well 
feceived by the People, even before they knew a titte of it; 
they have expreſſed their Fears in a gol ſurprizing Manner, 
kft the City ſhould, tho' for a few Days only; entertain the 
leaſt favourable Opinion of it; and therefore, with great 
Necency and Dutifulneſs, have in all Places damned it, and 

ronounced it to be an infamous Tranſaction, without 
Hearing or Frial, or allowing it a Minute's Time to ſpeak 
for itſelf, One would ſuſpec̃t me thought they could with 
more Decency harangue and declaim againſt it before they 
knew it, than they could afterwards, becauſe they could do 
jt with lefs Self · conviction; fince they might then be at 
morę grad to pronounce it a bad one, than they could 
when themſelves, as well as the reſt of the World, faw it 
was in reality a good one. That it is ſo, all reaſonable and 
impartial Men muſt own, who will calmly examine the 

ontentz of jt, and give it a fair Hearing, as I hope will 


'(-39\) 


very evidently appear, by going thro' the ſeveral Parts of it. 


The more it is taken to Pie 


| ces, the better it will be found 
to bear Inſpection; and the more minutely it is conſidered, 


the more Satisfaction it will give to all, except thoſe, whoſe 
ambitious and ſelf- intereſted Views make them wiſh it were 


a, bad one, 


To judge of this Conyention, we muſt remember, what 


it was that was propoſed to be done by a Treaty with Spain; 
that is, what were the Grievances complained of by the 
Nai India Merchants, and what in purſuance of that was 
by the two Houſes of Parliament recommended to the King; 
now that conſiſts of - theſe two Points: 
- SATISFACTION to our Merchants for paſt Grie- 
Ap, future Security for our Trade and Navigation in 
the American Seas. „„ 
TEsE are the two Points the Miniſters were to try to 
effect, firſt by friendly Methods, and in the way of Treaty. 
And of theſe the firſt is abſolutely and finally adjuſted in this 
Convention, and a proper Foundation is by it Jaid for hap- 
ily and effectually ſettling the other Point, by a Treaty 
— to commence, and limited to a ſhort Term. L 
As to the Satisfaction in this Convention ſtipulated: to the 
Merchants, it is this; Article 3. After having duly con- 
< ſidered the Demands and Pretenſions of the two Crowns, 


Damages ſuſtained on each fide, and all Circumſtances 
which relate. to this important Aﬀair ; it is agreed, that 
his Catholick Majeſty ſhall cauſe to be paid to his Britan- 
nick Majeſty the Sum of 95,000 J. Sterling for a Balance, 
which has been admitted as due to the Crown and the Sub- 
jects of Great Britain, after Deduction made of the De- 
mands of the Crown and Subjects of Spain; to the End 


of what has been acknowledged on the Part of Great 
Britain to be due to Spain on her Demands, may be em- 


KR „ . GA KR „ „ kh 


charge, and Payment of the Demands of his Subjects upon 
the Crown of Spain.“ By. this Article we ſee it is agreed, 
that his Catholick Majeſty ſhall pay the Sum of 95,000 J. for 
Satisfaction to the Merchants, together with the Amount of 


what has been acknowledged on the Part of Great Brituin, 


to be due to Spain on her Demands; which is generally un- 
derſtood to be 60, ooo l. making together 155,000 l. T6 
judge of this Satisfaction, and ſee how this comes to be the 


D 4 Sum, 
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and of their reſpective Subjects, for Reparation of the 


- 
me 


that the abovementioned Sum, together with the Amount 


ployed by his Britannick Majeſty for the Satisfaction, Diſ- 
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Sum, that ought in reaſon to be paid the Merchants by the 
King of Spain, it muſt be remembered, that Spain had De- 
mands upon England, as well as England upon Spain; which 
perhaps may be News to thoſe whom the Patriots have taken 
ſo much Pains' to keep in the dark; who tell the People of 
nothing but of our Demands from Spain, but not a Word of 
any thing being due to Spain from us. This they are ſo un- 

willing to hear of, that I have heard Patriots with a grave 
Face expreſs great Aſtoniſhment and Surprize at it: Patriots 
who would take it very:ill not to be thought very knowing 
in foreign as well as domeſtick Affairs; as if it were perfe&- 
ly a new thing, and they had never heard a Word of it; 
and yet it is ſo far from being new, that it is expreſly ſtipu- 
lated in the Treaty of Seville, Article 6. Commiſſaries 
© ſhall be nominated, with ſufficient Powers, on the Part of 
© their Britannicł and Catholick Majeſties, who ſhall aſſem- 
idle at the Court of Spain, within the Space of four Months 
| © after the Exchange of the Ratifications of the preſent 
Treaty, or ſooner if it can be done, to examine and de- 
_© cide'what concerns the Ships and Effects taken at Sea on 
© either Side, to the Times ſpecified in the preceding Article. 
The ſaid Commiſſaries ſhall likewiſe diſcuſs and decide 
© the Pretenſions which his Catholick Majeſty may have, 
'© by Virtue of the Treaty of One thouſand ſeven hundred 
twenty one, for the Reſtitution of the Ships taken by the 
« Engliſh Fleet in the Year One thouſand ſeven hundred 
* eighteen.* For, in that Treaty made at Madrid in 1721. 
is this Article; Article 5. It is alſo. agreed, That his 
< Britannick Majeſty ſhall cauſe to be reſtored to his Catho- 
« 'lick Majeſty, all the Ships of the Spaniſb Fleet which were 
taken by that of England, in the Naval Battle that was 
© fought in the Month of Augu/? 1718, in the Seas of Sicily; 
© with the Guns, Sails, Rigging, and other Equipage, in 
s the Condition they are at preſent ; or elſe the Value of 
© thoſe which may have been fold, at the fame Price that 
< the Purchaſers ſhall have given, according to the Proofs 
© and.Vouchers,” s. 40 LO ATE 
How ſtrange muſt it ſeem to all Men of Senſe, to hear a 
Thing ſo fully ſtipulated in theſe Treaties, treated as a 
Thing never before heard of, and that by Perſons of Figure 
and Diſtinction, not only with a ſeeming Surprize, but with 
no ſmall Indignation, as if it were a Reflection on the Ho- 
nour of the Nation, never to be forgiven ] But to be ſerious; 
This Reſtitution and Satisfaction, ſtipulated by the Treaty of 
Seville, conſiſts of two Heads; one for Injuries * 

n * * uffere 


_ (42?) | 
ſuffered by the Spaniſb Merchants from England; this De- 
mand is, you ſee, of the ſame Nature with that in Behalf of 
our Merchants from Spain. The other is, Reſtitution and 
Satisfaction for the Spaniſh Ships taken by the Engliſb Fleet 
in the Sea-fight in the Sicilian Seas in the Year 1718. They 
who know the Value of a Man of War, with all its Am- 
munition and Rigging, will preſently ſee that an Equivalent 
to be given for any Number, muſt amount to a great Sum; 
the Money given to the Seamen for the Captures in that 
Engagement, was between 30 and 40,000 J. I ſhould ob- 
ſerve, that this Satisfaction to Spain was ſtipulated by Mini- 
ſters, who, we may be ſure, were the moſt averſe in the 
World to it, if they could, with any Shew of Juſtice, have 
avoided it; by thoſe very Miniſters who had the chief Direc- 
tion of our Affairs at the Time when that memorable Engage- 
ment happened. | hi 
- 'Tn1s being ſo, it is in vain to amuſe People upon this 
Part of the Convention, as unreaſonable or diſhonour- 
able. We are as much obliged to it, as fully and as ſtrongly, 
as Spain can be obliged to make Reſtitution or Satisfaction to 
our own Merchants; they are reciprocal Contracts, and 
ſtand Parts of the fame Treaties —- | | 
As the ſettling the reciprocal Satisfactions to be given to 
each Nation by the other, was in the Nature of it a Work 
of a long Detail; after the Treaty of Seville, and in pur- 
ſuance of what was ftipulated in it, Commiſlaries were ap- 
pointed to ſettle thoſe Demands on each ſide at Madrid, and 
it was propoſed to be done in the ſpace of three Years ; and 
the neceſſary Powers were given to them finally to adjuſt 
thoſe Claims on both ſides, and what they agreed to was to 
be decifive, And great Progreſs was made in this Affair, 
but ſtill a great deal remained to 8 adjuſted at the Expira- 
tion of the three Vears: But the Commiſſorial Powers were 
ſtill continued, and it being found very inconvenient, to 
ſettle ſome Claims not finally adjuſted, at Madrid, and par- 
ticularly the intricate and voluminous Accounts depending 
between the Crown of Spain and the Sauth-Sea Company, 
two of the Commiſſaries returned into England, with an 
Intention to ſettle here, what ſtill remained undetermined, 
with Commiſſaries to be appointed here on the Part of Spain, 
to finiſh this long Work: And in this State Things were 
when this new Negpeistton with Spain began. Tho? the 
Commiſſaries had not finiſhed their Buſineſs entirely, yet 
what they had done was of great Service towards putting 
an End to this' very difficult and intricate Aﬀair, in the 


1442) 
Manner it is now ſettled. The Demands of the Merchants 
upon the Crown of Spain, given to the Commiſſaries, to- 
gether with the Claims at the Bar of the Houſe of Com- 
mons, and an Eſtimate for Ships there claimed, amounted 
to 32877 J. but upon a careful Examination into the par- 
ticular. Claims, it being found that ſome had no juſt Preten- 
Bons to any Allowance, and others by being over-rated had 
2 to the Values claimed and demanded, the firſt 
m was by proper Diſallomances reduced to 200, ooo 1. as 
what was: ſufficient to anſwer all the juſt Claims and De- 
mands of the Briti/h Merchants. And the next Conſidera- 
tion being, when, and in what Manner, the Payment of 
the Sum to be paid to the Subjects of Great Britain ſhould 
be made, conſidering the Nature of Cedula's for Reſtitution 
in the Mi Indies, and to what Uncertainty or Delays 
Afﬀignments upon the growing Revenues of the King of 
Spain might be liable, the only poſſible Means of receiving 
what ſhould be agreed to, except by Payments in ready 
Money in Landon, it was agreed on the Part of Great 
A p I that Conſideration, to make a further Reducti- 
on o $5,000 J. which reduced the Demand upon Spain ta 
155, 000 J. On the other Hand, the Demands of Spain upon 
Great Britain amounted to 180, ooo. but it being inſiſted 
on the Part of Great Britain not to admit of a greater 
to be due to No than 60,0007. that Sum, deducted 
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from the of 1 J. makes the Balance of 95, 000 J. 
the Sum which the King of Spain has by the 3d Article of 
the Convention obliged himſelf to pay, together with a to- 
tal Diſcharge of all Claims upon the Crown of Great. Bri- 
#a:# 3 which are to be employed by his Britannich Majeſty 
towards the Satisfaction and Payment of the Demands of 
his Subjects upon the Crown of e; 
Ap thus the Nation ate happily got to the End of one of 
the molt difficult, and moſt diſagreeable Diſputes it could be 
engaged in; and the Nemands of Spain on Account of that 
naval Fight, in which the Honour and Intereſt of that Crown 
were ſo highly concerned, are finally liquidated and extin- 
| uiſhed ; a Thing in all Views of great Difficulty, and of 
— Nicety that can well be imagin' d; and in Pro- 
aphyy ry ow Difficulty ought our Satisfaction to be, to ſee 
t at laſt ſo well ended: It being by the firſt ſeparate Article, 
e that this Sum ſhall be paid in London within the 
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ce.of four Months from the Exchange of the Ratificati- 
Sb, or ſooner, if poſſible. Here is no room for Evaſion or 
Qucane. Every Thing is diſtinctiy ſettled, the pus the 
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Plate, the Time, that it is to be paid in Spocie to dun 1 
Perſons as ſhall by his Majeſty be appointed- to q ay 12 
And here, in Juſtice to the King's Miniſtry, it ; 
ſerved, that they have taken Care to have this . > a 
the Payment of * _ ſtand clear of the Diſputes be- 
of Spain and the South-Jen Company, and 
that his Demand upon — ſhall not be transferred to the 
— 5 to the Merchants, and accepted in Part of Payment 
ngagement for the Payment of the aforeſaid Sum is ab- 
folute and fixed to à certain Time, at a ſhoxt Diſtance. This 
I take to be a very material Point; and that the Merchants 
have great Reaſon to thank the Miniſters ſor their Care in 
this Reſpect; ſince if the King of Spain had tutn'd over his 
Demand upon the South -Sea Company, in Part of Payment 
to them, the Satisfaction they are to have, might Al be a 
great way of, before it is received. 

WIA x it i that reaſonable Men upon this Head, can deſire 
more, I can't conceive: I ſay reaſonable Men, for ſome are 
always upon their prancing Horſe ; they are reſolved nothing 
ſhall be deenied a ſufficient Satiefaction, unleſs Satisfaction be 
alſo made for the Expences we have been at in giving Weight 
to our Negociations by a ſtrong Fleet: A very extraordinary 
Demand! We are very much obliged to theſe Gentlemen, 
for their great Care and Zeal for the Intereſt and Honour of 
the Nation. I preſume theſe Gentlemen, who are extreme- 


ly well verſed in Hiſtory, and particularly in that of their 


own Country, know this. to be an uſual Practice, and an 
eſtabliſhed Right between Princes and States in War, or at 
Variante with each other, that the Expences one Side has 
been at in Preparations to prevent a War, or incurred. in 
the Proſecution of one, ſhould be repay'd by that Party that 
is in the Wrong, or that ſues for agg they can tell us, no 
doubt, that Frunce and Spain paid to England to purchale a 
Peace at the Concluſion of the F hat War the Sum of about 
Fifty Millions, and nearly the ſame Sum to the States Gene- 


ral, and in Proportion to all the other Powers of the Grand 


Alliance 2 at an infinite W of Blood and Trea· 
ſure in the Proſecution of that moſt juſt and neceſſary War. 


I ſhould be extremely glad, for the > ſuke of my Coun 


that theſe Gentlemen could make ſufficient Proof of this; — 
am afraid, Whatever that Peace might coſt France in the 

s they made with certain particular Perſogs for it, 

England never got à ſingle Shilling by it. When theſe Gen- 


tlemen can give any Inſtances parallel to the preſent Caſe, I 
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(44 ) | 
pecting, for ſure I am they don't expect it) ſuch a Satisfacti- 
on now; but till they do, they will give me leave to fay, 
any ſuch Practice between Princes is a Secret to me, and 
EE NG 6d wan avickbmncba 
Bu r per will be ſo good as not to inſiſt much upo 

this; nay, tis poſſible may, upon the Balance of Addons, 
when they conſider the Nature of the Demand of the King 
of Spain upon the Crown of England, allow that the Satis- 
faction ſtipulated for the Merchants is not very unreaſonable : 
But then they ſay, firſt, that this Satisfaction, were it never 
ſo adequate, nay, were it ten times a greater Sum than 
ere has agreed to pay, is a Trifle, tis nothing compared to 
other Point, the future Security of our Trade and Navi- 
on in the American Seas: And that this Point ſhould 
ve been-ſecured in the firſt Place, and have been the Buſi- 
neſs of a Convention, and the Satisfaction to the Merchants 
have been left to be diſcuſſed by the Commiſſaries or Pleni- 
tentiaries; for they are pleaſed to think, that theſe two 
ords mean on this Occaſion. one and the ſame Thing; on- 
that the Name of Plenipotentiaries will entitle the Per- 
ons to greater Salaries, and perhaps with this farther Differ- 
ence, that under this new Title they may plenipo and give 
up all our Rights, thoſe very Rights which they are appoint- 
ed to ſupport and maintain. Wild and extravagant as this 
Language is, ſure we are, the Patriots are not aſhamed to 
| uſe it; as if ſtating an Account and negociating a Treaty 
were one and the fame Thing: whereas no two Things can 
be more different, one the proper Buſineſs of Commiſlaries ; 
the other neceſſarily requiring the Character of Plenipo- 
tentiary Minifters. But more abſurd is it to ſuppoſe, that Mi- 
niſters inveſted with ſuch Powers, would be empower'd 
to give up the Rights they are to defend, or that they were 
not to govern themſelves according to the Inſtructions given 
them ; which if they tranſgreſs or exceed, they will imme- 
diately be diſavowed, and whatever they agree upon that is 
|, to their Maſter's Intereft, will be null and void, 
r want of being ratified. This therefore is the wildeſt 
Fancy that can be imagined; and had I a mind to expoſe a 
Man, I could wiſh for nothing better, than that he would 
write or talk in a publick Company at ſuch a Rate. By 
Bou r to come to what has ſomeface of an Objection; they 
ſay the Security of our Trade ſhould have been firſt taken 
care of, and been the Subject of the Convention; as if it 
were an eaſier Matter, as well as it is a Matter of more Im- 
portance. But here I muſt take the Liberty to differ 1 
p43 m; 
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them - and beg Leave to remind theſe Gentlemen of two 
Things: Firſt, that we have no Right to demand any thing 


of Spain that we are' not entitled to by Treaty ; and next, 
that if we and the Spaniards differ in the Senſe and Meaning 
of any of the Articles'in the Treaty of 1670, which is the 
only Treaty that relates properly and ſolely to the Mf. In- 
res, this, in the Nature of it, is a Work of long and diffi- 
cult Diſcuſſion, and the Differences ariſing upon the differ- 
ent Interpretations put upon the Articles of a former Treaty, 
can be no way effectually ſettled but by a new Treaty; and 
beſides the Difficulties from the very Nature of the Thing 
may be ſuch, as to make it impoſſible to be ſettled in ſuch a 
Manner, as to ſtand clear of all Uncertainties, if the con- 
tracting Parties are not mutually diſpoſed by Friendſhip and 
a joint Intereſt to avoid Diſputes and Controverſies. And I 
apprehend it is the Difficulty in the Nature of the Thing, 
that has been the true Reaſon why the Treaty of 1670. is not 
more explicit and preciſe, to prevent all future Differences, 
and that We and Spain may not take the Language of this 
Treaty in one and the fame SenſG. . t, 
A p from hence it might be eaſily and ſufficiently ſhewn, 
if it would not extend this Paper to too great a Length, that 
the adjuſting all Matters relating to the future Security of 


our Trade and Navigation in the American Seas, is not. ſo 


eaſy a Matter, or to be diſpatch'd in ſo few Words, as the 
Patriots would perſuade People. It muſt be done on the Foot 
of Treaties now ſubſiſting; and it muſt be attended, or 


Hand in Hand with a like Security to the Rights of the 


King of Spain ſtipulated in the ſame Treaties; and there- 
fore that it was much properer to leave this to Plenipotenti- 


aries, than the Satisfaction to be given to the Merchants: 


for not to inſiſt on this, that what is firſt in the Petition, 
ſhould firſt be taken Care of, there was this plain Reaſon for 
ſettling the Satisfaction firſt. If the Security had been treat- 
ed firſt, and that Point could not have been adjuſted to mu- 
tual Satisfaction, the Satisfaction to the Merchants had been 
utterly loſt; whereas now that Point is ſecured, whatever 


become of the other; and the Account that has hung ſo long 


between the two Crowns, in relation to the Claims of each 
upon the other, is now finally and abſolutely terminated. 
Sure tis ſome Thing to have gained this, and this will na- 
turally tend to facilitate the terminating of the other Point 
in an amicable Manner. In Truth, the King of Spain's 


conſenting to give this Satisfaction in- the Convention, is a 
manifeſt Indication, that he is ſincere in the Hopes he gives, 


that 
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that nothing ſhall be wanting on his Part, to bring the Trea- 


ty that is ſo ſoon to follow, to a good Iſſus: For if he did not 
intend it, why did he comply thus far? If he does nat ſin- 
cerely mean to give us all reaſonable Satfefaftion for the ge- 


cCurity demanded for the future, why did he give any _ 


faction for what is palt ? = might as well have g 
ther, as not grant both. "= the Satisfaction alread 5 grayed, 
the Way, which. might . 
have obſtructed the Treaty. That the King of 
ſelf in his full Powers aſſigns as the-Reafon of his — — 
this Convention, and there can be no doubt but — 2 
12 will by this Means be carried on more fmopthly, 
the mean Ti, the Minds of the People, that have fo 
villainoufly been inflamed, will be calmed, and their Heat 
2 ſubſide, when they fee ſomething, is fully and effec- 
tually already done. But that, I apprehend, is the great 
Crime of the Convention, that (it will tend to quiet the 
Peoples Minds; a Thought not to be born by thoſe who can't 


Hive but in Storms, and can no more bear a Calmneſs by Land, 


than Paſſengers generally can, withous being extremely ſick, 


bear a Calm at Sea. 


WII I, thus farwe are got, one Point sfccured ; but that 
vont give theſe Gentlemen Content: Satisfaction to the 
Merchants is ſecured, but they tell us nothing elſe is; and 
conſequently the Liberty of Navigation i e up, and that 


therefore it will be in vain for us to expect a Security in that 


Point; or if not expreſy given up, yet that no Care at all 
is — of it in this Convention; which comes to much the 
ſame Thing. But bow ſo? With what Face is this aflert- 
ed ? and by whom ; By thoſe who have given ſo many 
Proofs that they are aſhamed of nothing. I ſhould have 
thought, the agreeing to appoint Plenipotentiaries, the actual 
naming of „that no Time might be loſt, the Term of 
fox Weeks in which the Conferences ate to begin, the ſhort 


Term they are limited to, viz. eight Months, together with 


the enumerating the Points they are to treat upon; 1 ſhould 
have thought this was doing ſomething, and have taken it 
for a plain Indication that the Liberty of our Navigation is 
fo far from being given up or negleRied, that all due and pro- 
RE is taken of it. But if they pleaſe, we will-laok a 
more carefully into the Convention, and the ſeparate 
Articles, and full ers, and fee whether — are in the 
right, or thoſe who tell them they are greatly and wilfull 
miſtaken; and upon this Search n Z 
find, they are truly tald ſa. Firſt chan let us fee the Dr: 
WY | ec 
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ble of the Convention, There is no better way of knowi 
the Senſe of any publick Inftrument of any Law or Treaty, 
than by looking carefully into the Preamble ; that is a ſort 
of Key * my whole. Now the Preamble of the Convention 
ins thus: ex Lo Fd, 
un R E AS Differences have ariſen, of late Vears, between 
the two Crowns of Great Britain and Spain, on account 


© of the viſiting, ſearching, and taking of Veſſels, the ſeiz- 


ing of Effects, the regulating of Limits, and other Grie- 
© vyances alledged on each fide, as well in the }e/t- Indies as 
© elſewhere ; which Differences are fo ſerious, and of ſucha Na- 
© ture, that if Care be not taken to put an entire flop to them 
for the preſent, and to prevent them for the future, they 
might occaſion an open Rupture between the faid Crowns: 
© For this Reaſon, his Majeſty the King of Great Britain, 
„and his Majefty the King of Spain, having nothing fo 
much at Heart as to preſerve and corroborate the good Cor- 
© reſpondence which has ſo happily ſubſiſted. In the firſt 
Part of this Preamble we ſee expreſs mention made of vi- 
fixing, ſearching, and taking of Veſſels and. the ſeizing of 
Fefts, as well as of other Grievances : Theſe Words, [and 
other Grievances, ] is a plain Acknowledgment, that in each 
of the Particulars ſpecified there have been Grievances, and 
Coplequentiy 30 the viſiting and fearching of Ships 3 how 
then can it be pretended that theſe are given up or forgot? 
But thePreamble goes on, and ſays, © That the Differences 
© that have by theſe Means ariſen between the two Crowns 
© are fo ſerious, and of fuch a Nature, that if Care were 
not taken to put an entire ſtop to them for the preſent, and 
< to prevent them for the future, they might occaſion an 
open Rupture between the two Crowns. This ſhews, 
that theſe Particulars were complained of, not only as Grie- 
vances, but as very great Grievances ; as being ſuch, that if 
not immediately put a ſtop to, and, prevented for the future, 
muſt put an end to the Friendſhip between the two Crow 
and produce a Rupture. It goes 9n, © That the two Kin 
< having nothing ſo much at Heart, as to preſerve and cor- 
© roborate the good Correſpondence which has ſo happily ſub- 
© ſiſted, have thought proper to grant their full Powers, &. * 
£3, the ſame Purpate, *tis declared in the firft Article, 
© That whereas the ancient Friendſhip, fo defirable and (6 
< neceſſary for the reciprocal Intereſt of both Nations, ang 
particularly wich regand to their Commerce, cannat be eſt 
© bliſhed upon a laſting Foundation, unleſs Care be taken not 
* only to adjuſt and regulate the Pretenſians for reciprocal 
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* Weeks after the Exc 


1 


KReparation of the Damages already ſuſtained, but above 

© all, to find out Means to prevent the like Cauſes of Com- 
« plaint for the future, and to remove abſolutely and for ever, 
« every Thing which may give occaſion thereto: It is agreed 


© to labour immediately, with all imaginable Application 


© and Diligence, to attain ſo deſirable an End.“ Is not this, 


+ 


= 1 


agreeably to the Preamble, an Acknowledgment of the ne- 
ceſſity there is to take all poſſible Care to remove all Grie- 
vances for the future, to take away all Cauſes and Occaſions 


of Complaint; that is, that thoſe Things which have been 


done, and-are complain'd of, as heavy Grievances, may be 
done no more? That ſome effectual Methods may be ta- 
< ken to prevent the like for the future, Plenipotentiaries 
© ſhall be appointed.” Is not this in the ſtrongeſt Manner 
a Confeſſion, that Viſits and Searches have been complain'd 
of? Is not, this a full Declaration, that the beſt Endeavours 
ſhall be uſed to take away all cauſe of Complaint for the 
time to come? Men be wilfully blind, that can read 
this Convention, and yet affirm that nothing is taken care 
of in it but Satisfaction to the Merchants for what is paſt, 
without any care to prevent the like Grievances for the fu- 
ture. I wiſh theſe Gentlemen would try their ſkill, and 
04 a Preamble and Article in ſtronger and better Terms. 
oſhew the future was not forgot when this Convention was 
made,. *tis in both declared, that the ancient Friendſhip 
between the two Crowns is moſt deſirable and moſt neceſſar 
for their mutual Intereſts; that this can't ſubſiſt, if the Grie- 
vances complain'd of be not for the future prevented, and 
proper Means found out for that purpoſe ; and to this moſt 


_ deſirable End, the King of Spain, as well as his Majeſty, 


promiſes to give the greateſt Attention, and that the utmoſt 
Dine and Application ſhall be uſed, and full Powers 
given to treat, Kc. We es 8 
Ap the ſame is the Language of the firſt ſeparate Arti- 
cle, viz. * Whereas it has been agreed by the firſt Article of 
the Convention, that Plenipotentiaries ſhall be named im- 
< mediately after the ſigning of it, to meet at Madrid in fix 
TE of the Ratifications ; their ſaid 
« Majeſties, that no Time may be loſt in removing by a ſo- 
© Jemn Treaty all cauſe of Complaint for the future, and in 


_ © eſtabliſhing thereby a perfect good Underſtanding, and 2 


© laſting Friendſhip. between the two Crowns, have na- 
© med,” &c, Go now, thou falſe Tongue, and ſay, that the 
Security of our Trade and Navigation for the future is given 
up, or that no Care is taken of it in this Convention, tho' 
* | ir 
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_ fuſed into the People to prejudice them againſt it. For 
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it be of fo much greater Conſequence than any Satisfaction 
given to the Merchant. The Grie\3nce to theſe 


Jaints, is. not that no Care is taketi of this Matter, 


but to find that ſo much is; and can it be now pretended, 
that theſe Words are capable of any other Meaning, than 


what I have taken them in? Is not this the plain, literal, 
rammatical Senfe of them? Can the Spay$ards, by any 


3 ne or Art, put any other Senſe 3 Can they 
de charged with = AIR r- 6 certainly, 
they are capable of no other Senſe than what every Reader 


will take them in at firſt fight. But is not this Language the 
Language of one King as well as the other? Are not the 
Convention and ſeparate Articles ſigned by the Minifters of 


both Kings, ratified by both? What pretence then is there 


for ſo much as ſuppoſing, that theſe are our Words, and ta- 
ken in our Senſe, and not the Words equally of the King of 
Spain, or not underſtood by him in the ſame Senſe ; when 


?tis evident they are capable of no other ? But if there could 


be the leaſt Shadow of a doubt in this Caſe, let us look into 
the full Powers ron to M. de la Quadra, which is a ſepa- 
rate Act, and ſigned only by the King of Spain himſelf : 


| Have we not the ſame Language? Whereas the Differ- 


* ences ariſen between this Crown and that of England, by 
< reaſon of the Captures made by our Guarda Coſta's in Ame- 
© rica, Viſits, and other Procecdings,—and of other Points 
© equally worthy of Examination and Remedy, —did require 
© a ſpeedy ſecure Diſpoſition to ſettle them all amicably.” 


Theſe Paſſages do clearly ſhew, that viſiting and ſearching 
have been complained of on our Part, and not denied on the 
Part of Spain; but on the contrary tis admitted that there 


have been Grievances in theſe two Articles, as well as in 


thoſe of Captures and Seizures, and that it is expreſly ſtipu- 


lated between the two Crowns, that above all, Means ſhall 
be found out to prevent the like Cauſes of Complaint for the 
future, and to remove abſolutely and for ever, every Thing 
that may give Occaſion thereto. Which is all I contend for, 
and all that could be expected in a Convention that is prepa- 
ratory only to a Treaty that is immediately to be negociated. 


And all this plainly appears upon the face of this Convention, 


in direct Contradiction to what has been ſo 8 in- 


ame 
then let the Patriots give up theſe pitiful Cavils, theſe ground- 


leſe, theſe falſe Aſſertions, that no Care is taken in this Con- 
ventieh for the future Security of our Trade and Navigation. 


But whatever Part they think fit to act, I have no doubt _ 
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(59) 
all impartial Men will rather believe their own Eyes, and up 
on what they have ſeen, be fully ſatisfied, that this Con- 
vention is without Reproach; that not only a reaſonable Sa- 
tisfaction is by it given to the Merchants, but that a proper 
and good Foundation is laid for carrying on a ſucceſsful Ne- 
gociation upon the other Points that remain to be adjuſted 
between the two Crowns, for preventing, as far as poſſible, 
all future Grievances; and all honeſt Men, inſtead of raiſing 
groundleſs Clamours and Diſcontents to weaken the Hands of 
the Government, and to obſtruct thereby the Succeſs of the 
Negociations, will join with me in wiſhing a happy Iflue 
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CoNVENTION, Q. 


2Þ HE Author having taken a ſummary View of 
= our Affairs, elſewhere treated of; ſays, I ſhall 
obſerve, upon the Preamble to this Convention, 
that when upon the Behaviour of the Spaniards to 
us for ſo many Vears, in ſpite of all our Remon- 
ſtrances, we are at leaſt reſolved to purſue vigorous Meaſures, 
and fitted out our Fleets with this 1 View; the only 
- honourable means of entring into a Negotiation with them 
was, that they themſelves ſhould requeſt it, and ſhould at the 
ſame time diſtinQly promiſe us that Satisfaction, which their 
arbitrary Proceedings had given us a right to inſiſt on: For 
as we had made a Shew of War, and had ſeemingly deter- 
mined, ſince Juſtice had been ſo often refuſed us, to have 
recourſe to Arms, we could not afterwards apply to that 
Court in the way of Treaty, without owning our Cowar- 
diſe, and declaring in effect, that notwithſtanding our mili- 
tary Preparations, we dared not to engage in thoſe active 
Meaſures, to which we had ſo confidently pretended. 

To the Conſideration of the Firſt Article I muſt premiſe, 


that there are ſome Claims ſo obviouſly groundleſs therein, 


and fo evidently tyrannical, that as they can only proceed 
from an uncommon ree of Arrogance in the State that 
forms them, and a Confidence in their own ſuperior Power, 
and the defenceleſs Condition of thoſe they treat with,, ſo 
they can never be received even fo far, as to be deliberated 
on by any Nation, who would not ſubmit, without Blows, 
to the moſt dreadful Situation that the moſt unſucceſsful War 

can ever reduce them to. 
For when ſuch a Demand is made, that is conſpicuouſly 
contrary to all our common Opinions of Equity, the de- 
bating whether we ſhall < ſhall not ſubmit to it, is really 
| 2 . con- 
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conſulting whether we ſhall or ſhall be Slaves; ſince the be- 
ing neceſſitated to ſubmit to, the Will of-another,. however 
e is of all the Circumſtances of Slavery the moſt 
terrible. | FVV 
Ix the foremoſt Rank of theſe Pretenſions, which have 
no Foundation but in the Haughtineſs and Injuſtice of thoſe 
who make them, is that Claim of the Spaniards to viſit our 
Ships in the Seas of America; and of a like kind is the De- 
mand made by Spain to have Georgia ſurrender'd to her, 
after it has been near an hundred Years our unqueſtioned 


Property. | 


Now the entring into any Negotiation with them, till 
they had expreſsly and formally diſavowed theſe Inſolencies, 
is a Proceeding that carries with it the keeneſt Reflections 
on our Prudence and our Courage. I 


Bor to have formed an Agreement with them, fined 


on both Sides, while it appears that they inſiſt that Georgia 


be left defenceleſs, and at the ſame time refuſe to diſown - 
this illegal Practice of Searching, is a Piece of Conduct of 
ſo extraordinary a kind, that my Reader muſt furniſh me 
with Words to characteriſe it. 1 RS. 
FTA the Spaniſb Court did refuſe, at the ſigning of 
the Convention, to difown the Practice of Searching, cannot 
be doubted of; ſince no one can believe but that our Mini- 
ſter at Madrid, would have been very well pleaſed to have 
got an authentick Renunciation of it, inſerted in the pre- 
Ent Treaty; which yet he was not able to procure, ſince 
nothing of that kind occurs in any part of it. | 
Bor ſuppoſing our Exemption from Searching, and our 
Right to Georgia, to have been Points of leſs Importance, 
and ſuch as we could with Honour permit to be the Sub- 
ject of Negotiation, yet the referring them to the future 
Diſcuſſion of Plenipotentiaries, to be examined by the Te- 
nour of paſt Treaties, can never be defended in Point of 
Policy. ira | | 
"TA 20 our Right to Georgia, founded in near an hundred 
| Years uninterrupted Poſſeſſion, is better than what we could 
, derive from a thouſand Treaties ; and our Right to an un- 
moleſted Navigation, free from all Search and Viſiting, is 
of ſuch a Nature, that, by permitting it to be examined by 
paſt Treaties, we render the Proof of it more difficult. 
Ix is one of thoſe common Rights of Mankind, which 
Particulars may indeed forfeit for their Crimes, but of 
which no innocent Perſon can be ever juſtly deprived ; the 


_ Vie of the Seas, for the Purpoſe of our lawful Traffick, 


\ being 
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} 
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| enn: our Claim to Air, Light or Free- 


_ HeNCce then the referring all the Security of our fu- 
ture Navigation to a diſtant Negotiation, which is to be 
regulated by paſt Treaties, is extremely prejudicial to our 
Pretenſions; ſince the principal Point in diſpute between us, 
is what we ſhould have had a Right to, had no Treaty 


ever ſubſiſted between us, and what an hundred Treaties, 
 _ tho" formed with that expreſs View, could never juſtly de- 


prive us of. 


1 


Ix is true, that many of the Treaties here recounted: do 


expreſsly confirm our Claim, and in none of them can 
there be found 5 that gives the leaſt reaſonable 
Foundation, to new and tyrannick Practice of viſi- 
ting. . . 
Bur it is alſo true, that Spain, by wreſted Interpreta- 


tions and ſophiſtical Diſtinctions, pretends to find out in 


theſe Treaties ſome Authority for this Proceeding. 

THEREFORE, ſince our Claims are antecedent to all 
Compacts, and diſintangled from that Obſcurity, which 
frequently attends expreſs Stipulations; the permitting them 
to be examined as Compacts only, is ſurely doing an Injury 
to bur Cauſe, and in great Meaſure rendering doubtful 
theſe our certain and moſt indubitable Pretenſions. 

THE better to underſtand how very prejudicial the Se- 
cond Article of the Convention is to our Intereſts, and how 


extraordinary a Conceſſion it contains on our Side, it is ne- 


ceſſary to take Notice, that a large Tract of Land in South- 
Caroling has been purchaſed with the publick Money, du- 


ring the preſent Adminiſtration, upon their declaring it to be 


a Frontier, that by its Situation would very much protect 
our other Colonies againſt the Inſults of the py and 
that would give us great Advantages in a War with that 
Nation, by reaſon that all the Treaſure tranſported from 
New Spain to Europe, muſt of neceſſity paſs almoſt within 
Sight of its Coaſt : In Conſequence of theſe their juſt Alle- 
gations, it has been lately planted by this Nation, at a very 
2 Expence; the Parliament having annually, for many 

ears paſt, given a conſiderable Sum for the Incourage- 
ment and Support of this New Colony, which in Honour 
to his preſent Majeſty, is denominated Georgia. The Inha- 
bitants are many of them Proteſtants, Natives of Saltzburgh, 
and other Catholick Provinces of - Germany ; where, being 


| perſecuted by their Governours on Account of their Reli- 


gion, they preferred the Woods of America, with the civil 
| E 3 and 
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and religious Liberty, they thought themſelves there ſecure 
of under our Government, to all the Endearments of their 
natiye Country. But it ſeems they are in danger of being 
once more driven to ſeek new Habitations; for tho” that 
T raft of Land, at preſent called Georgia, was always con- 
ceived to belong to Carolina, and in the Planting of this 
Colony no Suſpicion. was once entertained of its not being 
our undoubted Property, being granted ſo long ago as King 
Charles the Second's Time, to particular Proprietors, from 
whoſe Deſcendants it was lately purchaſed by the Publick: 
yet na ſooner was it planted and improved, but their Spa- 
#iſþ Neighbours of Florida longed: for the Morſel; and the 
Memorial was accordingly delivered to our Court, demand- 
ing the Surrender of it, as of Right belonging to the Spanih 
Territories. Now, tho' their Right to this Country is no 
better grounded, than their Right of Viſiting our Ships; yet 
as, either from their natural Haughtineſs, or their Opinion 
of our Supineneſs, they have importunately purſued this 
moſt exorbitant Claim, it has been thought proper by the 
Article now under Examination, ſo far to condeſend to 
them, as to put a ſtop to all future Improvements in that 
Province, and to expoſe the poor Inhabitants, who have 
tranſported themſelves thither, under the publick Protection 
of this Nation, to the Mercy of theſe their unrelenting 
Enemies, and to involve Carolina, which as yet the Spa: 
niards have laid no Claim to, in the ſame Danger. 
Fon it muſt be remembered, that tho it is ſtipulated, 
that neither Side ſhall increaſe their Fortifications, or take 
any new Poſts; yet the whole of this Agreement affects us 
only. We demand not Florida of the Spaniards, nor have 
 weany Thoughts of invading it, conſequently whether they 
— their F ortificatibns or increaſe them, it is to us quite 
indifferent; and if we had any Views on that Territory, 
they have heen long Maſters of the Country, and have pro- 
bably fortified and poſſeęſſed all thoſe Places in it, that are 
any ways neceſſary for their Security or their Support. 
hereas it is. of the utmoſt Importance to us, that our 
People, who are but newly arrived in thoſe Parts, ſhould be 
at liberty to increaſe their Defences, and take all poſſible 
Meaſures for their future Safety, at a Time when the King 

of Spain inſiſts. that Georgia be delivered up to bim; an 
when many Armaments have been fitted out, at St, Augu/ſ- 
tin, with Views of ſeizing it: For Invaſions from that 
Quarter have been often threatened, and if the Intelligence 
from thence can be credited, theſe Threats have been even P 


(55) 


the Point of Execution. at leaſt it hai been ſo für believed in 


Carolina, that the People have very lately been under Arms, 

| way expecting the Spaniſh Fleet to appear in Sight. Now, 

prohibiting our Colony, who being ſcarcely ſettled in their 
new Habitations, muſt of courſe be very much expoſed 
from their Want of Fortifications, their Tent of the- 
Country, and that Scarcity of Conveniencies which ever 
muſt attend the firſt Planters of an uncultivated Territory; 
prohibiting, I ſay, the Inhabitants under theſe Circumſtances 


to raiſe Fortifications, or to eſtabliſh ſuch Poſts, as upon 


Examination ' appear to them beſt fitted to defend the Ave- 


nues of their Country, is ſuch a Deſertion of theſe poor 


People, as one would hardly have expected, at the- End of 
a ten Years unſucceſsful War; but this, it ſeems, is the 
Stipulation contained in the ſecond Article of a Convention, 
in which it was ſaid, that not a Sentence would be met 
with, againſt which the moſt hardy Malecontent could even 
frame the Shadow of an Exception. TE 

Bur there is another Conceſſion, not leſs important, 
which we have juſt hinted at above, and that is, that tho? 
Georgia only has been demanded of us, by our modeſt 
Neighbours, the whole Province of Carolina is tied up 
from increaſing its Fortifications: Now it happens, that the 
Fortifications of Charlcs-Town (the Capital of that Province, 
and which it was ſuppoſed the Sp@niards intended to attack 
laſt Summer) are very defeCtive, and thoſe few that are on 
Foot, are in a ruinous Condition; ſo that it has been lately 
reſolved, on Account of their frequent Alarms from the 


| Spaniards, to increaſe them; as they ſeem perſuaded, that 


whenever the Invaſion from St. Auguſtin takes place, that 
Town will be firſt attacked : And I have been told, that 


but juſt before the ſigning of this Convention, a conſidera- 


ble Quantity of Artillery and Stores were embarked” for 
Town, in conſequence of that Reſolution. Now, confi- 
dering how little Regard Spain has paid' to Treaties, for 
ſome Years paſt, it is no extravagant Surmiſe, that ſhe may 
have inſiſted on this Article, to render her future Attempts 
on Chavis- Town , . 3 7 2 nn 


In the Third Article it is declared, that upon the make 


ing up the Account of Damages between the two Crowns 
(the Affairs of the South-Sea Company, &c. being except- 
ed) the King of Spain does acknowledge the” Sum of 


95,0007. to be due from him as a Ballance to the King 


of Great Britain, | | 
e E:4' + 1 


1 

As the articulars of. vis / 3908 of which the Sum 
5.000 J. 5 60 5 the Balance, has not been yet com- 
piunicated, moved for, it is very difficu to.con- 
t Deductions p16 006 Teen. bemaght To. low ; 
s of his Britannici Majeſty's Subjects upon 
3 Account ſigned June 


Ts 


9,9 App 
rg, i748 3, I ge one of the Commiflaries, at 
ng.. And in the ſame Account the De- 
. Kingof in, $79 ſaid to amount to 180,000 l. 


122 ; Wwhence the N n is there 


be 163.277. — 1 what reaſon 68,277 4. 

is — 2 uſted, out of this Sum, and the Ballance 12 1 
reduged to 9 5,000.4, eſpecially after x80,000./, the full 
Demands of. Spain had e admitted, is an En- 
quixy ty has 5 conftantly eluded, tho? the 
Honour of the Tranſacto ry and the Intereſt of the Publick 
925 this particular, Ar! m to require on this Head the 
reſt and mo! exp icite Repreſentation, N 
Fox, an" 15 of 1 978 to pay 95,0001, for the. 
which, together with the Sum 
. by x 4 AH reat, Eritain to be due to Spain, 
is to be applied. to. make good the Loſſes of the Merchants; 
ſurely. every. Perſon intereſted in thoſe Loſſes, has a Right 
to be infor! Nat ye. 1g rot yy a 


fatished i in, t. 958 8 thoſe. Abatements that have been 
admitted a BY), the ing of his Claim. In 
particu] * * be told what that Sum amounts to, 


which the King of 98 Britain havi 98 20 . ed to 
be due to Shain, is therefore to make a Part of. he 
tution 

Bu r inſtead of this, we are not even to be ac wainted 
with the Particulars of that 180,0007. claimed in Spain in 
Mr. $tert's Account, tho the Publick have exerted all their 
Speculation, without much as being able to conjecture | 
from whence it ſhould ariſe. _ i. 

Non are we to be informed what were the. 8 
rpents, that prevailed with us to. abate 68,277 l. from the 

ance due to us, after the whol Claims of * were 
allowed. 

Non are the Merchants as yet well inſtructed in the 
Amount of that Sum, which, by being allowed to be due 
to Spain by the King of Great Britain, is by his M ajeſty 
to be pad to them to dmpkest the Refbtytian for their 

es. | 
e | I mvp 


+» 5 — 


8 
Muse oven, that the abated Sum of 68.277 J. comes 
ſo near to the Sum diſputed by the Sauth-Sza Company, that 
it may create ſome Suſpicions of its having a Connection 
with it; for had this Sum been firſt allowed 8 on 
making up the Account, we could not have expected that 
his Catholick ſhould have refuſed to ſign the Convention, till 
we gad condeſcended that he ſhould force the Company ta 
A 
II is. indeed, ſaid, and with ſome Confidence, that this 
Sum of 68,2 l. is allowed for deſtroying their Fleet near 
Sicihj in the Year 1718; a Tranfaction, it was conceived, 
we bad long finiſhed on our Side. For, not to enter into a 
Defence of our Behaviour in the Year 77775 tho” it was 
certainly agreeable to the Treaties then ſubſiſting, we ſhall _ 
only obſerve, that it was ſtipulated by the Treaty of Ma- 
arid, in the Year. 1721, that whatever Part of their Fleet 
was in our Poſſeſſion, ſhould be reſtored to Spain, in the 
Condition the Ships were then in; or if any of them were 
ſold, the Money we had received for them was to be allow 
ed. And this was offered to be complied with on our 
Side *, ſo that it was one of the Articles of Inſtruction ta 
our Commiſlaries, appointed to treat with. thoſe of Spain, 
to inſiſt that the Treaty of 1721, was fully compleated ; 
whence if it ſhall appear that the Sum of 68,000 J. be now 
allowed to Spain on this Conſideration, it will thence be 
evident, that ill Uſage has obliged. us to alter our Opinion; 
ſo that what the Spaniards had no Pretence to ſeven or eight 
Years/ago, they. are now, by the Terror their Barbarities 
have ſince ſpread amongſt us, to be allowed a Sum for three 
Times greater than the whole of what was granted them 
by the Treaty of 1721, would amount to. Fe 
Bu T it was doubtleſs imagined, that the King of Spain, 
agreeing to pay 95000 J. for the Benefit of our injured 
rchants, would palliate all theſe Conceſſions, and would fo 
ſtrongly dazzle the Eyes of the Publick, that the Blemiſhes 
of this Convention would not be pryed into: We will, there- 
fore, more particularly. examine this favourite Stipulation. 
TE principal View, propoſed by. the vigorous Reſolu- 
tions of both Houſes Parliament, ſeconded by the united 
Voice of the whole Nation, was not merely procuring a 
_ pecuniary Satisfaction for the Joſſes of our injured Mer- 
chants: No, that, tho a very deſirable Circumſtance, can 
only be conſidered in a ſecondary Light, our ExpeQations 


were fixed on Points of a more important Nature; ſuch 


WL es was 
# Vide Fifth Article of Inſtructien te our Commiſarics. 
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was the retrieving of our National Honour, and wiping 
oft, by our Reſolution - and Courage, thoſe Blemiſhes that 


the unrevenged, and almoſt unreſented Robberies and 


Arrogances of Spain, had long fixed on our publick Mea- 


"ſures; ſuch too was the procuring from that Nation, an ex- 


plicite and formal Diſavowal of all future Pretences to 
fearch, viſit, or in any wiſe moleſt the Britiſb Ships in the 


- Courſe of their Voyage, from any one Part of his Majeſty's 
Dominions to another; ſuch alſo was the bringing to exem- 
plary Puniſhment, thoſe Spaniſb Captains and Crews, who, 


contrary to the Uſage of civilized Nations, even in the 


midſt of War, had exerciſed upon their poor Captives thoſe 


ſhocking Barbarities, that ſo often occur in the Narrations 


of our Lofles, ' | "Macs OTE 
_-»THaEsE, and ſuch as theſe, were the general Views laſt 


Spring , if they arg evaded, or, if the ſucceeding in them 


is, by the preſent Convention, rendered more doubtful and 
difficult than before, no pecuniary Atonement can aval us, 


or even deceive us; fince it requires no Art to diſcover, that 
if we become a Laughing-ſtock amongſt the Nations, ſub- 


mitt to be treated like a conquered People, and facrifice all 
the Security of our future Commerce, no Terms procured 


at this Expence can deferve a Moment's Attention. 

Wx have in this Reaſoning hitherto. ſuppoſed, that the 
King of Spain will punctually pay this Sum of 95,000 J. 
for the Benefit of the injured Merchants; but he muſt be 2 
great Stranger to the Proceedings of a Spanyb Treaſury, 
that conſiders this even as a probable Event. The Means 


of cluding this Payment, is pretty obviouſly contained in 


his Catholick Majeſty's. Proteſt, and in the next Article of 
this Convention. The Reader muſt have obſerved, that 
there is an affected Obſcurity in the Proteſt, which makes 
it ſomething. difficult to determine, if upon the Refuſal of 
the South-Sea Company te pay the Sum demanded of them, 
the whole Convention ſhall not be void. Now it will ſcarce- 


Iy be denied me, but that Spain will wreſt an Obſcurity of 


its own forming, to its own Purpoſe; either then the South- 
Sea Company will advance 68,000 J. of the 95,0007. or 
the Promiſe of Payment on the Part of Spain, will be by 

their Refuſal invalidated. E WO 
By this Means then, there remains but 27,000 I. to be 
furniſhed by his Catholick Majeſty, which it he pleaſes to 
pay, be may afterward: with Truth declare, that he has not 
granted us, in this Convention, a ſingle Dollar for the Loſſes 
; | A „„ our 


| ( - 5 9 ) 7 
our Merchants have ſuffered from the unjuſt Captures made 
by his Guarda Cofte's. 2 | ant n 
Fox one Article of our Demands conſiſting of the Sum 
of 119,512 Dollars, making within a Trifle this very Sum 
of 27,000 J. Sterling, does not ariſe from any hoſtile Sei- 
Zures, but is a Sum due to ſome of our Merchants by pri- 
vate Contract, for having ſupplied his Catholick Majefty's 
Troops with Stores, c. OE 2 e eee 
Ax p this Article of 710,5 12 Dollars, notwithſtanding 
the general Exception in this Convention of all ſuch Claims 
on private Contract, is yet particularly ſtipulated to be an- 
nihilated by the preſent Ballance. e 
IN DEE D, the fixing the Ballance due from Spain, at 
95,000 /. which is about 150 J. ſhort of the two Sums, one 
of them demanded from the South-Sea Company, and the 
. Other the Sum of 119, 512 Dollars, due on private Contract, 
ſeems to have been done with a View of ſatisfying the Spaniſh 
Punto (of which we have of late been ſo extremely tender) 
and preventing the Imputation on his Catholick Majeſty of 
having owned by this Agreement, that his Guarda Coſta s 
had at any time been guilty of Irregularities. | 


* 


* 


Fo hence then it appears, that in this Article, the 
only one in the whole Convention, that has even the moſt 
diſtant Appearance of Condeſcenſion on the Side of Spain, 
his Catholick Majeſty has been moſt minutely careful, that 
there ſhould not be acknowledged, even by his Payments, 
that his Veſſels had ever acted illegally in their Depredations 
on our Merchants. ; 1 . STEE* -42: 
Ap of this Circumſpection, we ſhall hereafter find {till 
more aſtoniſhing Inſtances, with regard to the Stipulations 
in the ſecond ſeparate Article relating to the Santa Thereſa, 
and the Succeſs, e 
BESID Es, the actual Payment of the remaining Sum of 
27,000 J. is no ways neceſſary; ſince it is eaſily ſupplied by 
a proper Comment on the ſucceeding Article, to the Con- 
ſideration of which we now proceed. e 
THe fourth Article of the Convention ſhews us, how 
great an Attention is given by the Spanyh Court to its 
minuteſt Intereſts, and how ready we are to indulge them. 
For not contented to have acquieſced in a Chim on the 
South-Sza Company, the moſt exorbitant ſurely that was 
ever heard of, to have put our moſt valuable and indiſputa- 
ble Rights into Negotiation ; not contented with having 
made ſuch a Stipulation with reſpe& to Georgia, as will pro- 
bably deliver that Province and Carolina alſo * _ 
| Hands ; 


= 
Hands; not contented to. have allowed them, in the ſettling 

the Ballance between us, above 68, ooo J. more than their 
utmoſt Demands; not content, I ſay, with theſe Con- 
ceſſions, we, by this Article, agree to account for the 
triſſing Sums that 2 have been received as Part of the 
Value of the Ship Moolball, Loyal Charles, &c. | 

Zur further, if we examine the Conduct of Spain, with 
reſpe& to her eee Le. for ſome Years 
paſt, we may. eaſily. predict that this Article will, according 
to the Spaniſb Method of Accounts, be. inſiſted on as "th 
pleating, with the Sum. of 68,000 J. demanded of the South- 
Sea Company, the whole Sum ſtipulated by this Convention 
to be due from Spain; for the Aſſurances given in this Ar- 
ticle, that the Payment of that Sum ſhall not for this Rea- 
ſon be delayed, are not ſtronger than thoſe, that in the 


Courſe of our Tranſactions with that Court, we have ſeen 
almoſtannually:eluded. | + // N 
Tur fifth. Article contains nothing eſſential, ſo that we 
proceed to the Conſideration of the two ſeparate Articles. 
Ir the firſt ſeparate Article, the only Stipulation worth 
Notice, is the King of Spain's agreeing to pay, within a cer- 
tain Term of four Months, the Sum ſettled in the third 
Article of this Convention. As I have ſhewn in the Re- 
marks on that Article, that the Payment of this Sum would 
in no wiſe, anſwer the great Ends propoſed by the preſent 
Negotiation, and that at the ſame time all Expectation of 
its being paid is extremely chimerical; I ſhall only take 
Notice, that the End of the Term here affigned: for Pay- 
ment does nearly fall in with the ufual Time of the Brea 
ing up of Parliament. Paſs we now to the and laſt 
Separate: Article, which indeed, next to the King of Spain's 
Proteft, is, of all the preſent Stipulations, the moſt. aſto- 


. Bs Article the Right to the Succeſs, confeſſed to be 
taken as ſhe was coming out of Antigua, an hundred Leagues 
from any Spaniſh Settlement, is referred to the Deciſion of 
the Miniſters Plenipotentiaries. Amazing! Shall we thus 
tamely gs gin whether a Ship ſeized in full Peace, almoſt 
in ſight of our own Shore, was juſtly or unjuſtly taken? 
Had Spain demanded to have placed Garriſons of her own 
in Briftol and Liverpool, to inſpect all our outward-bound 
Veſſels, and to prevent all Communication between thoſe 
Ports: and the Spaniſh Dominions in America; I ſhould al- 
maſt as ſoon have expected even ſuch a Claim as this * 
. | 3 n 


( br ) 


deen referred to future Negotiation, as the Right to a-Ship. 


taken under theſe Circumftances. „ e 
TRE Conceſſion in this Stipulation, on the ſule of Spain, 


- 


is as eminent for its Arrogance, as that on our fide is for its 
Condeſcenfion : For the King of Spain avows, on his Part, 


that his Guarda Cota has taken a Britiſh Veſſel coming out 
of our own Settlements, in Time of full Peace, and inſiſts 
at the ſame time that its Property is dubious, and can only 
be determined by the Plenipotentiaries. | 5 N | 

Ir the Property of this Ship be conſidered as doubtful by 
Spain, and allowed to be ſuch by our Miniſters, what ſhal 
we from henceforwards be able to call our own ? 

THE Santa Thereſa here referred on the fide of his 
Britannick Majeſty,” is another Inſtance that thoſe of our 
Poſſeſſions only are ſecure that the Spaniards ſhall not think 
it worth while to claim. Teal 

THe Santa Thereſa was originally a Britiſh Veſſel, but 
was taken at Sea by a Spaniſh Privateer, in as ſhameleſs a 


manner as the Succeſs laſt mentioned: She was afterwards 


fitted out by the Spanzards, as a Merchant-man, and trading 
in the Port of Dublin, was known by her old Maſters, who 
ſeized her. Now, who would have imagined, that when 


| The was by this Means once more in our Poſſeſſion, the 


Negotiations of Spain ſhould a ſecond time have wreſted her 
out of our Hands ? 8 | | 

Fon, had our Seizure of her been as illegal as the Spanißb 
Seizure, yet it being before the Year 1737, ſhe was in- 


cluded in the third Article of the preſent Convention, and 


conſequently all Claim to her from Spain is thereby re- 
leaſed, | 


* 


Bur neither the Exemption ariſing from .the expreſs 
Words of that Article, nor the much more equitable Ex- 


emption that ſhe was intitled to from the Juſtice of her Sei- 
zure, could protect her from being referred as Matter of 
Debate to the Miniſters Plenipotentiaries. |; 
Wx have now gone thro' each Article of this Conven- 
tion, and have made appear, that inſtead of aſſerting our 
juſt Rights, and containing ſuch Acknowledgments on the 
art of Spain, as our paſt Sufferings from that Nation 
authoriſe us to demand, it contains a Reference of ſuch of 
our Rights to Negotiation, as our Honour ſhould have told 
us we ought never to permit to be queſtioned, and a Chain 
of Conceſſions to the moſt unwarranted and exorbitant 
Claims of that haughty Court. In particular, 


AFTER 


.(62) 
- AFTER the Spirit of the Nation had been raiſed by a 
| Senſe of the unparallel'd Indignities of the Spaniards, to de- 
mand Juſtice for their paſt, and Security for their future 
Behaviour; after fitting out three Fleets, and amuſing us 
with all the Appearance and all the Expence of vigorous 
We are told, that Spain, terrified by our Arming, would 
grant us all we could even wiſh or hope for at the End of 
the moſt ſucceſsful War. | | 
Me enter into a Negotiation with them, but the xy ar 
Miniſter makes a Declaration, in the Name of his Maſter, 
that he will not treat with us, if he be not indulged in 
_. forcing the Saut h- Sea Company to pay him 68,000 J. tho? 
he has acknowledged, that he owes them upwards of 
. 200,000/. EOS 8 | 
. Tris Proteſt is ſo far from breaking off our Treaty, 
that our Miniſter is ſaid to have agreed with reciprocal 
„Accord, that this Declaration ſhould be made as the 
t eſſential and preciſe Means to overcome the ſo much de- 
< bated Diſputes.” F : þ | 
Trvs a Negotiation, pretended to be formed for the 
Reparation of our paſt W rongs, and the aſſerting our future 
Security, is begun by the Eſtabliſhment of a greater Piece 
of Injuſtice than any before complained of, 5 
How EVER, under this Declaration, and our Conſent 
to it, the preſent Convention is compleated and ſigned; and 
that Behaviour, which from a State that had never before 
offended us, we ought rather to have riſqu'd twenty Years 
War, than have ſubmitted to, we readily acquieſce in, tho” 
proceeding from a Nation, whom by reaſon of a long Series 
of Injuries, it was diſhonourable for us to treat with but at 
her own Requeſt, and upon the moſt explicit Promiſes of 
doing us Juſtice. 1570 | Sp 
ITE Stipulations of this Convention, on either Side, 
are perfectly agreeable to the Spirit ſhewn on this Incident 
by each Party. OR | 
Or the Side of Spain, Injuſtice and Arrogance ; on our 
Side, Meekneſs and Condeſcenſion. | 
Oos moſt important Rights, which we-derive from no 
Treaties, but from God and Nature; Rights, that hitherto 
no independent Nation ever permitted — diſputed them: 
Theſe Rights, I ſay, are referred to future Negotiation, and 
are to be/ſettled by Plenipotentiaries. | 
Tuus Don Jeſeph de la Quintana, and Don ofepb de 
| Abaria, are to ſettle with Mr. Keene and Mr. Caftres, 
| | whether 


* 


663) 
whether or no our Ships, purſuing the Purpoſe of their law- 
ful Commerce between one Part of his Majeſty's Dominion 
and andther, are not to be viſited, ſearched, and taken by 
the Spaniſh Guarda Cofta's in the Seas of America, © 
Try are alſo to determine, if Georgia, which has been 
in our Poſſeſſion for near an hundred Years, without an 


Claim on the Part of Spain, does not belong to his Catho- 


me Majeſty, and ought not to be immediately ſurrendered 
to him. won ql + 
 Fno' in all Probability the tying up the Hands of the 
Inhabitants, from fortifying themſelves, as is done by this 
Convention, will bring on a ſpeedier Deciſion of this Affair, 
and will at the fame time determine the Fate of Carolina. 
THESE Gentlemen are alſo to debate, whether the Ship 
Succeſs, taken in Time of Peace, coming out of our own 
Settlements, above'an hundred Leagues from 'any Spaniſh 
Territory, be or be not a legal Capture; and whether the 
Santa T hereſa, a Britiſh Ship, in the Hands of its original 
Owners, ought not to be returned to thoſe Spaniards, who 
once had her in their Poſſeſſion, by ſtealing her. | 
_ 'THEsE, my Countrymen, are the Claims of Spain; 
whtch, on a Suppoſition of their diſputable Nature, are by 


this Convention confeſſed to be proper Objects of a future 
Negotiation, | | | 
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| Of ALL that hath paſſed between 
GxkAT BRITTAIN and SPAIN, 
CCC 


Year 172 1, to the preſent Cox vx T IO. 


4) &3 s it is the Duty of every Engliſhman to ſupport 
N the Honour of his Country, on which the In- 
mA 1k tereſt of it eſſentially depends; ſo it is equally 


his Duty, whenever it lies under the Suſpicion 
| of univerſal Contempt abroad, and Diſcontent 
at home, to enquire into the Cauſes of them ; that is, 
whether it hath proceeded from. any unavoidable Accidents 


in the natural Courſe of Things, or from the Inſufficiency 


and Tameneſs of our Minifter, to ſay no worſe. 

* Tax Depredations committed upon our Merchants, the 
barbarous Uſage of our Seamen,, and the Inſults offered to 
the Nation for many Years paſt, without any Reparation or 


Redreſs, notwithſtanding repeated Complaints and frequent 
Promiſes, is certainly one Cauſe of Diſcontent, and a very 


Juſt one too, not only amongſt the immediate Sufferers, but 
the whole Nation, which is affected by them; for it is 
demonſtrable, that what obſtructs our foreign Commerce 
and Navigation, muſt affect our domeſtick Trade and Ma- 
gufactures; which conſequently ftrikes at the Foundation of 

whole Landed and Monied Intereſt of this Kingdom. — 


GREAT 


C 


. 


* 


p 


Nation, than to have this Matter nn diſcuſſed; that 


(665) 
" Grear Expectations were given us from the late Con- 


vention between Great Britain and Spain; and every Body 
was impatient to ſee it. But it was no ſooner publiſhed, 


than it ſeemed to amaze the pretended Friends, as well as 
the reputed Enemies of the Government; Engliſhmen as 


well as Foreigners; the corrupted as well as the uncor- 


rupted. Even the moſt abject Tools and ſervile Flattereis 


hung down their Heads, and for once ſhewed ſome Regaid 
for Modefty, by being abſolutely filent upon this Occaſion, 
One Man only blufters and bullies, to whom all the III is 
owing, if there ſhould be any; ſince he avowedly took the 
whole Conduct of it upon himſelf, and declared that he 
alone was anſwerable for it, He ſcorned to make uſe of the 
mean, but common Excuſes of Miniſters, that they act by 
their Maſter's Qrders, He called it a frivolous Pretence to 
ſay, that a Miniſter is accountabie only for his own Con- 
duct, in a particular Department, being likewiſe anſwerable 
for all the Errors, which the Crown may commit, by his 


Advice, Approbation, or Conſent, —Nay, He went farther, 


and added this remarkable Expreſſion,.— How ſhall I be 
able to ſhew my Face again in this Houſe, if I do not 
< procure full Reparation for the Honour of the Nation, 
as well as for the Loſſes of our Merchants?“ 

Ir one Miniſter allows himſelf, in this manner, to be 
anſwerable for whatever is done, he muſt have the ſole Power; 
and thoſe, who were formerly eſteemed to have a Share in 
the Councils and Adminiſtration of Affairs from the Places 
they poſſeſſed, muſt now be content to wear his Trappings. 
— Meaſures are followed, they are his own, The 
ſacred Name of Majeſty, ſo often made uſe of formerly to 


throw a Veil over the Actions of Miniſters, cannot be any 


longer prophaned in this Manner. It is the peculiar Hap- 


Pineſs of our Nation, that our Kings can do no wrong, in 


the Eye of the Law ; but our Miniſters are anſwerable for 
every Thing ; and therefore if our preſent Miniſter, in this 
Caſe, deſerves Cenſure, the united Voice of all Europe, 
from the well-known Character of his Majęſiy, in ever 

Reſpect, and particularly in Relation to this Affair, will 
conclude, as every Engl;/hman juſtly does; and the Honour 


of the Nation may be retrieved by it, ſince the Prince and 
the People are not blameable in any Reſpect, but one Man 


only; for Ignominy and Contempt can never be fixed upon 
any but thoſe who deſerve it. | 


OTHING therefore can be of greater Advantage to the 


the 
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( 66 ) 
the People, as well as the Repreſentatives, may be fully in- 
formed in ſo important a Point; that Strangers may fee 
whether the Nation, or the- Minjſter 'alone, deſerves Re- 
proach ; or whether any is due to either. —Side-wind Ap- 
robations, and anniverſary Compliments, - prove too much; 
— a ſtrict· Examination will ſhew who deſerves Praiſe, and. 
who Cenſure. If it ſhould appear, after ſuch an Enquiry, 
that what is done 1s right, it will be for the Honour both of 
the Nation and the Miniſter, But if it ſhould be wrong, it 
will be certainly followed by Cenſure, from the united 
Voice of the People; and Corruption muſt once more give 
Way to it, or for ever prevail. | > 
| We find by Experience, that notwithſtanding the many 
Complaints of our Merchants, repeated Applications to Par- 
liament, Addreſſes to the Throne, and the ſtrongeſt Aﬀur- 
ances of Redreſs from thence ; all hath ended in nothing 
but Inſults and Depredations, with an uncommon Con- 
tempt of the Power and Wiſdom of this Nation. Inſtead 
of Redreſs, we have been called upon for Supplies; and 
thoſe Supplies employed in the Service of Spain, and for 
aggrandizing that Power, which diſputes with us the Free- 
dom of the Seas, and claims a Dominion, where they have 
no Right nor Power to maintain it. Every Body will ſee 
that I here mean the fitting out a Fleet, at a vaſt Expence, 
in order to carry Don Carlos to thoſe Dominions we had ob- 
tained for him; and tho' we were not truſted with his own 
Perſon, yet we had the Honour of convoying and intro- 
ducing his Troops.—If theſe are the Fruits of our tedious | 
Negotiations, and thoſe Negotiations have coſt us ſo many 
Millions, without effect, it muſt be aſcribed to thoſe, who, 
for want of Knowing what the Rights of the Nation 
were, or for ſome private Ends, have wandered out of the 
Way; have weakened thoſe Rights, which they ought to 
have aſſerted, and brought upon us the Reproach from Spain 
of not underſtanding our own Treaties. | 
Ir therefore becomes a neceſſary Conſideration to en- 
quire, firſt, how our Rights came to be brought into Queſ- 
tion; how far they are weakened by thoſe, whoſe Duty it 
was to have defended them; how far the Interpoſition of 
Parliament, the Sufferings of our Merchants, and the Loſs 
of our Trade have been regarded, in our late Negotiations 
and Treaties; by which we ſhall more clearly underſtand 
the Nature and Cauſes of our Differences, and whether the 
late Convention is an adequate Remedy, in our preſent 
Caſe, ſince it was unanimouſly agreed, but laſt Year, 4 
4 . e 


1 

the King and both Houſes of Parliament, as well as the 

Voice of the People, that we ought to allow of no Search. 
Ou antient Rights in America, by Treaties, were fo 
far from being weakened by the Treaty of Utretcht, that 
the particular Manner, in which they are confirmed, are 
rather Extenſions of them. But I muſt confeſs that the 
Aſſiento Contract, which, even at the Time it was ob- 
tained,, was never thought to be any great Benefit to the 
Nation, is now turned out (by the Manner, in which it 
was granted, by making ourſelves accountable to Spain for- 
the Profits, and by the rich Depoſit we are neceffitated to 
put into their Hands) to the greateſt Diſadvantage, by pre- 

_ venting us from making Reprizals for any other Injuries. 
Ix the Year 1718, the Loſſes, which our Merchants 
had till that Time ſuſtained, were ſet forth by the Mini- 
ſters, and not by themſelves. It was urged by thoſe, who 
was to oppoſe them, and are now in Power, that they were 
enhanced and aggravated, to ſerve a particular purpoſe. 
The Complaint, at that Time, aroſe chiefly, if not ſingly, 
from the Number of Ships taken in the Bay of Campeachy, 
which were cutting of Logwood. The Cauſes of our pre- 
ſent Complaints, and the Reaſons on which they are found- 
ed, ſeem to be of later Days. —PThe Treaty of 1721 (a 
Treaty which does not deſerve our Approbation' upon any 
other Account) renewed and confirmed all our former Trea- 
ties, and his late Majeſty communicated it to his Parliament 
ſoon afterwards. —Both Houſes immediately congratulated 
him upon the Renewal of all our Treaties of Commerce 
with Spain.— If there have been any Objections to the mer- 
cantile Part of the Treaty, with reſpect to the preſent Con- 
ſideration, they have not been heard of in Publick. But 
whenever that Treaty is named, it ought not to be forgot 
who enjoyed the ſame Places, as they do at preſent. Br ho 
From this Time, we heard no more of the Complaints 
and Loſſes of our Merchants, till the Year 1726; when it 
was the pretended Cauſe of ſending out two mighty Fleets 
for their Protection; the one under Sir John Fennings, and 
the other under Admiral Haſier. Then, indeed, the dor- 
mant Sufferings and Injuries of our Traders were founded 
to the higheſt Pitch, in order to colour other Motives, as 
Time hath ſufficiently evinced. By what was urged, by 
our Minifters, at that Time, there are bluſtering and 
high Words enough, backed by no one Action, ſtating no 
one Fact, nor any one Aſſertion of our particular Rights, 
in Oppolition to the WK” 4/4 and unwarrantable hy 
2 ions 


n 
n =D, a — 1 
—=T I; > we— — ——öêö Fm — — S 
= — - = 
x N - | 


— 1 AY - n = = w- —_— 
S—— os = = =M= ——— - 
* N 2 = 
* * — — 2 — a — 


(68) 
ſions of the Spaniards*, On the contrary, they anſwered 
our Complaints, and aſſerted their pretended Rights openly 


and avowedly. They. faid,F the King, their Maſter, 


< was more juſtly ſurprized that ſuch glaring Hoſtilities 
© ſhould be pretended to be juſtified, by the Pretext that 
© Juſtice hath not been done, upon the repeated Complaints 
of Mr. Stanhope, with Reſpect to fo many Engliſh Ships, 
© which, as it is exaggerated, have been taken and pil- 
© laged by the Guarda Coſta's of his Majeſty in the Indies; 
© it being evident that no ſpecifick Caſe of any ſuch Prizes 
© hath yet been ſeen. What is certain is, that Engliſb Ships, 
© and Ships of other Nations, which have been attacked and 


| © taken in thoſe Seas, were contraband and good Prize, be- 


6 cauſe of the unlawful Commerce they exerciſed, or en- 
© deavoured to exerciſe in the Indies. The very Places only, 


© where they were met and taken, is a ſufficient Proof of a 


Navigation forbid by the Tenor of Treaties.” This was 
not only anſwering our Complaints, but an explicit Aſſer- 
tion of the ſame pretended Rights, which is the Subject of 
our preſent Conſideration, ---- It will therefore be neceſ- 
fary to find the'Senſe of our Miniſters upon this Claim, as 
well as to ſee whether they endeavoured to rectiky this A- 
buſe, in their future Negotiations. | | 

Tnar Maſter-piece of Policy, the Hanover Alliance, 
hath been ſo compleatly ſucceſsful, as, to anſwer all the Ends 
propoſed by it; Spain is no longer the unnatural Ally of 
the Emperor, but That of France; and the exorbitant 
Power of the Houſe of Auſtria, reduced as low as could 
then be wiſhed. — If any Thing could ſully its Glory, it 
muſt be the Methods, that were taken to inflame the Na- 
tion againſt the Vienna Treaty; amongſt which, nothing 
was more abſurd, or contrary to common Senſe, than the 
Privileges, which were pretended. (as it is exprefled in the 
Treaty of Seville) to be granted to the Emperor's Subjects, 


by the Vienna Treaty, beyond what we enjoyed; whereas 


they had only the ſame Privileges granted to them, which we 
enjoyed before, by a particular Reference made to our own 
Treaties, — Aye ! but, ſays the ſagacious Author of the En- 
quiry, as well as our able Miniſters, though the Treaty of 
1670, granted us the Liberty of entering their Ports, in 
particular Caſes, yet that Liberty has ceaſed for many Years; 


and, 


g8ee Letters and Meworials between the Minifeers of the 
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and, as a new marvellous. Proof of it, the 8th Article of 
the Treaty of Utrecht is quoted, which was particularly in- 
tended to prevent the French from trading in the Veſt In- 


dies, A great deal bath been formerly ſaid upon this Sub-- 
ject, and might be ſtill ; but this is ſufficient as to our preſent 


Point; fince this Concluſion may juſtly. be drawn from it, 
that either our Miniſters really thought the Treaty of 1670, 
actually ceaſed by the 8th Article of the Treaty of Utrecht, 
or they did not. If they did not, it is needleſs to make any 
Obſervations upon it; for they cannot eſcape the Reader. 
But if they did, they ought to wy reinforced it in a direct 
Manner, or got that Article of the Utrecht Treaty explain- ' 
ed, by which it was pretended that the Effect of it. ceaſed. 
The Value of the Treaty of 1670, was ſufficiently ſet forth, 


in this Caſe; and the Want of the Effects of it were ſuffici- 


1 both before and ſince, by the continued Loſſes of 
erchants. Some of the Pretenſions of Spain ſeem to be 
likewiſe founded on the Suppoſition, that there is no ſuch 
Treaty ſubſiſting. It muſt therefore, at leaſt, be extreme- 
iy ſurpriſing to find that the Treaty of Seville, after having, 


in the firſt Article, renewed and confirmed all the former 


< Treaties and Conventions, in all thoſe Points, which are 
< not derogated from by the preſent Treaty,” ſhould have a 
ſeparate Article for the greater Exactneſs, which enume- 
rates and recals every one of our T reaties, that was to re- 
main in their full Force, Virtue and Vigour, though the 


Treaty of 1670, which aſcertains all our Rights in the Veſt 


Indies, is omitted. — This ſurely have happened only from 
our Miniſter's having been formerly convinced that the ſaid 
Treaty of 1670 ceaſed, if not intirely, yet at leaſt that the 


good Effects of it did, by the 8th Article of the Treaty of 


Utrecht. | 

TRE Ad of the Pardo, of the:6th of March 1728, was 
made for the Execution of the Preliminaries between Us 
and Spain; the 3d Article of which is to the following Ef- 
fect; that all Privileges of Commerce, which the Englib 
and French Nations, and the States of the United Nether- 
© lands, have heretofore, by Virtue of Treaties, enjoyed, 
as well in Europe, as in Spain and Indies, fhall be reſtored 
to that Uſage and Regulation, which are according to 
what was ſtipulated with each of them by Treaties, ante- 
<© cedent to the Year 1725. It is very remarkable that by the 
preſent Convention, theſe Words, Uſage and Regulation, 
are reſerved to the Spaninrds to cavil about, by making the 
Act of the Pardo one of thoſe Treaties, which are enume- 
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(79) 
rated in it; whereas, had they been left out, all our Trea- 
ties would have been confirmed, ſimply and plainly, Theſe 
Words therefore were, at leaſt, unneceſſary, and can only 
ſerve to furniſh the Spaniards with an Handle to juſtify their 
late Proceedings. ö * 55 
Veo theſe Diſappointments, our Merchants thought it 
neceſſary to lay their Complaints themſelves before Parlia- 
ment; fince Experience had now ſhewed them, that tho 


the Miniſters occaſionally ſounded their Grievances very 


high, they provided for no Reſtitution, or future Security. 
All poffible Endeavours were uſed to prevent this Petition be- 


ing brought into the Houſe of Commons, Our Merchants 


were treated with the utmoſt Scurrility, by the Miniſterial 
Writers. They were repreſented every where as a Parcel of 
Smuglers, and their Loſſes as juſtifiable Seizures. They were 
Brow-beaten, and their Sufferings,depreciated in that Place, 
where only they ſought and could hope for Redreſs. Not- 
withſtanding all theſe Practices, the Force of Trutli, and its 
own Weight, made it neceſſary that the Houſe ſhould come to 
ſome Reſolution upon it. Many particular Circumſtances 
in that Debate, will not be ſoon forgot. It was diſputed, 
and even voted, after the Examination was over, who 
ſhould move the Queſtion upon it. — It was then reſolved 
that, © from the Peace concluded at Utrecht in 1713, to 
© this Time, the Britiſ Trade and Navigation, to and 
© from the ſeveral Colonies in America, have been greatly 
© interrupted by the continual Depredations of the Span:- 
© ards, &c, in manifeſt Violation of the Treaties ſubſiſting 
between the two Crowns.“ Is it not ſtrange that this 
Grievance ſhould have been of fo long a ſtanding, and no- 
thing done to remedy it, nor any Reſtitution made in all 
that Time? 3 : . l | 
Tuts humble Addreſs of Parliament embarraſſed our 

Negotiators a little. — Their Sentiments, both at Home and 
Abroad, were well known. But yet ſomething muſt be 
done in their next Treaty, which might be imagined to 
have ſome Correſpondence with this humble Advice to the 
Throne. We were deſired to think that the Treaty of 
Seville, had ſufficiently taken Care of our Merchants. The 
Minifter himſelf, who knows his own Power of convincing, 
endeavoured to prove it, and took ſome Pains to do it. — 
In his Obſervations on the Treaty, in which he was not 
ſparing of his own Commendations, nor in abuſing thoſe, 


who oppoſed him, he faid, that, * by the Articles of this 


| Trea- 
© Page 15. 


(71) 
© Treaty, our Merchants are intitled to Reſtitution of all 
Ships and Effects, that have been at any Time taken from 
them, contrary to the Treaties of Utrecht, &c. — This, 
which every Body might have expected to ſee in one clear 
Article, was ſpread into the firſt, ſecond, fifth, and ſixth Ar- 
ticles of the Treaty, and the firſt ſeparate Article, according 
to his own Interpretation of them, which he thinks a ſuffi- 
cient Proviſion. But was it ever thought that we ſhould 
want ſuch a Number of Articles for this Purpoſe, which 
ſerve rather to blind than clear up any Thing? Time hath 
ſhewn us, that thoſe, who could not be convinced by him, 
were right in their Apprehenſions that this Treaty could 
not, or would not, obtain any Reparation to our injured 
Merchants, who were only tantalized in this Manner, that 
their Complaints might be laid aſleep for a Time. This 


Pamphlet received two Anſwers, which makes it needleſs 


to mention any Thing taken Notice of in them. But as 
the Authors of thoſe Pieces did not enter into the Exami- 
nation of the ſeveral Articles above- mentioned, which taken 
together are to prove what was both then, and now is, 
fitter for Ridicule than a ſerious Anſwer; yet my Concern 


for the Merchants, as well as the Honour of the Nation, 


and the Nature of the preſent Diſquiſition, make it neceſ- 
ſary to conſider, whether thoſe Articles were intended to give 
them any Relief, or could do it. 7 | 

- TREATIES, whenever they are revived, are to take Ef- 
fet from the Time of their Renewal. All former De- 
mands upon each other, before the Rupture, are obliterated, 
unleſs thoſe Demands are again expreſsly provided for; and 
this very Treaty ſeems to give us the ſtrongeſt Proof of it. 
The Englih Miniſters were certainly over-reached in this 
Particular, by Spain, which hath ſpecifically provided for 
Reparation for their Ships taken in the Year 1718 ; whereas 
we, by having neglected it, and only renewed the Treaty in 


general, have furniſhed the Spaniards with Pretences, how- 


ever unjuſtifiable, for refuſing us the ſame Retroſpect. - 
HAvIN G thus obſerved, that the ſecond and third Arti- 
cles of the Treaty of Seville, are fo far from being preſer- 
vative of the former Claims of our Merchants, that they 
are negative Proofs againſt them, let us conſider on what 
the Miniſter-Obſervator lays the whole Streſs of the Point 
in Diſpute. ' 4 5024094 203 | 1100 
H fays, That the ſixth Article declares, and that 
5: without Limitation, as to any Retroſpect, that all Ships 
and Effects taken at Sea in Europe, to the Time W 
5 b F 4 9 
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ed by the Preliminaries, for the Ceſſation of Hoſtilities in 
the Meſt Indies, till the Arrival of his Catholick Maje- 
< fty's Orders at Carthagena, ſhall be referred to Commiſ- 


c ſaries, &c. — Nothing ſurely can be more ridiculous than 
this ; ſince it muſt be ſuppoſed that every Man, who reads 
it, muſt want common Senſe, — Our Merchants are ſuffi- 
ciently taken Care-of, becauſe there is no Limitation as to 


any Retroſpect; which very Point, by proving too much, 


proves the contrary ; for that Argument holds as much to 


their Loſſes, in the Reign of Queen Elizabeth, as to thoſe 
in the Reigns of the two Georges. — But fixing the Time, 
from which Reparation ſhould be immediately made, that 


is, from the Time. when Hoſtilities were to ceaſe; and 
the Reference to the Commiſſaries being © to examine 
and decide what concerns the Ships and Effects taken at 
Sea, on either Side; — This, I fay, ſhews that nothing 
more was, or could be meant by it, than the Examination 
and Decifion of the Ships and Effects, that were taken du- 


ring Hoſtilities alone; and this is intirely agreeable to that 


Declaration of Spain, which is the Batis of this Treaty ; 
for it is there ſaid, that, * in the ſame Congreſs, ſhall 


_ © likewiſe: be diſcuſſed and decided, whether the Prizes 


© taken at Sea, on each Side, ſhall be reftored.* — Another 
Proof ariſes from the very ſame fixth Article, which fo 
particularly revives the Pretenſions of Spain, for Reſtitu- 
s tion of Ships taken by the Engliſp Fleet, in the Year 


1718.“ This was neither neceſſary, nor would have 


been inſerted, if the former Part of the Article could be 
underſtood to mean, without any Limitation of Time; 
ſince it contains an expreſs Exception to the contrary. 

I nave already taken Notice of the firſt ſeparate Ar- 
ticle of this Treaty. The ſecond, which was particularly 
deſigned for Reſtitution of the Ship Prince Frederick, and her 


Cargo, ſays, that, in Conſequence of the firſt Article, all 
Ships, Merchandize, and Effects, which ſhall not have 


been taken, or ſiezed, on Account of unlawful Commerce, 
c and ſhall be proved, by authentick Documents, to have 
s been detained, ſiezed, or confifcated, in the Ports of 


© Spain, namely the Prince Frederick, &c. ſhall be re- 
_© ſtored.” ---- This Article was therefore plainly for the 


Reſtitution of ſuch Things only, as were fiezed in the Spa- 
niſh Ports, upon the Commencement of Hoſtilities, and du- 


ring the Continuance of them. The fifth Article provides 
only for Reparation, after the Hoſtilities ceaſed ; and the 


| | | Auch, 
*The Act of the Pardo, the 6th of March, N. 8. 5 


6 73-)- 
| fixth, for what was taken at Sea only; and therefore it 
may be alleged that we have no Claim to any Retroſpect, 
beſides what is particularly ſtipulated in theſe. Articles, 
which may have'been the prevailing Reaſon for accepting 
ſo ſmall a Sum by Way of Compoſition. - 
HaAviIN thus examined the Treaty of Seville, with 
Regard to the Reparation of our Merchants, and future 8e- 
curity of our Trade, which ought to have been obtained 
by it, in as ſhort a Manner as poflible, and ſhewn the In- 
ſufficiency of it, for theſe Purpoſes ; let us, in the next 
Place, ſee what was the Opinion of the Merchants upon it. 
The next Year, they petitioned the Parliament again upon 
the ſame Subject. For this they likewiſe underwent the 
ſame ſcurrilous Abuſes from' the Miniſterial Writers, as 
they had before. But the Houſe of Commons, in their 
Addreſs to the Throne, upon this Occaſion, went a little 
higher than in their laſt ; for they deſired his Majeſty, < to 
continue his Endeavours, to prevent the Depredations of 
© the Spaniards, for the future; to procure full Satisfaction 
for the already ſuſtained ; and to ſecure to the 
< . Britiſh Subj the full and uninterrupted Exerciſe of 
© their Trade and Navigation, to and from the Britiſb Co- 
£ lonies in America.“ All that had been hitherto done, 
deſerved no Commendation; at leaſt, ſince it produced 
no Effect, as appears by this Addreſs itſelf. 1 8 0 
Ou Merchants, not being to be paid by Words alone, 
though perhaps ſoftened and ſilenced for a Time, and their 
Hardſhips continuing, the Complaints followed them ; which 
made it nec to ſend more vigorous Orders, for their 
Protection, to the Commanders of our Fleet. The Words 
were ſtrong, for they were to make Repriſals in ſuch Caſes, 
which they once did. But the Commiſſaries not meeting, 
as was ſtipulated, ſomething muſt be obtained from Spain 
to ſtop the preſent Clamours, and to prevent our Men of 
War being obliged to execute thoſe neceſſary Orders, 
which in the Conſequence might have involved us in Hoſti- 
lities again. The mighty Boon obtained, and which was 
afterwards communicated to the Houſe of Commons, as a 
great Point, was firſt a Schedula of the King of Spain to 
his Governors in America, * forbidding all his Subjects to 
moleſt, or abuſe the Engliſb, or any of their Ships, that 
v See the King of Spain's Schedula to his Governors in the 
. Weſt Indies, relating to the Spaniſh Privateers, the 18th of Jan. 
1732, N. 9. ; EI th : 
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« ſhall ſail in thoſe Seas, as long as they keep within their 


proper Diſtances, and are not concerned in any illicit 


Trade.“ ---- This correſponds too well with their Juſtifi- 


cation, in the Year 1926; that the Places, where our Ships 
were met and taken, was a Proof of a Navigation forbid- 
den by the Tenor of Treaties, as well as their late one of 


ſteering a due Courſe. The other, which was of more Im- 
portance , © being a Declaration of the Miniſters of their 
©: Britannick and Catholick Majeſty's, by Virtue of their 


Orders.“ — The Miniſters of both Courts were fo unwil- 
ling to enter into the real Pretences for theſe Captures, that 
they put it only upon the Foot of the Continuance of Hoſti- 
lities, notwithſtanding the Arrival of his Catholick Maje- 
ſty's Orders at Carthegena, and the ſigning of the Treaty of 
Seville; by Virtue of which, Reparation was to be made for 
all Hoſtilities. The Remedy provided for the future, was 
equally good, which runs thus. — His Catholick Majeſty 
c alſo promiſes and (engages, by this Declaration, that 
< whenever any Privateers ſhall have leave to fit out to 
Sea, in Order to prevent contraband Trade, purſuant to 


„ the Laws and Ordinances of the Indies, which have not 


c been derogated from by the Treaties, they ſhall be oblig- 
< ed to give Security, Sc. — That Privateers ſhould give 
Security, was, no doubt, a new and mighty Point obtained, 


however ridiculous it may appear to ſome Perſons, But that 


an Engliþ Miniſter ſhould thus authenticate the Laws and 
Ordinances of the Indies, is very ſurpriſing ; ſince he could 


not help knowing that they claſhed with our Treaties ; and 


that it was on them the Injuries of our Merchants were 
founded; for thoſe Laws and Ordinances only have made 
our Ships liable to Confiſcation, for having Lagwood, Cocoa 
Nuts, and Pieces of Eight on Board; and, perhaps, have 
deſcribed the Courſe an Engliſb Veſſel is to fteer in; all 


which is directly contrary to Treaties, and for the Sake of 


which alone the Privateers are fitted out. | 

THrxse Things being obtained, Orders were immedi- 
ately diſpatched to the Weſ Indies with them, for ſuſpend- 
ing the former Orders for Repriſals; which were likewiſe 


renewed again, upon the Continuance of the Captures, and 


the Conviction that what we had ſo lately boaſted of was 
not obtained. The Merchants and the Nation were amuſed 
in this Manner; till at length the Commiſſaries met, and 
great was the Expectation from them; which 1 


+ Dated Seville, Feb. 8. 1732, N. S. 
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the Clamours for ſome Time, on the Account of our 


Loſſes. But after a fruitleſs Attendance, for ſo many Vears, 


they ended their Negotiations at laſt, as many People 
thought they would, without determining any one Point, or 
giving any Reparation whatſoever for our Loſſes; for which 

refer to the ſixth Article of the Lords Proteſt againſt the 


Treaty of Seville, in theſe Words: Becauſe the Obliga- 


< tions on our Merchants to make Proof of the Juſtice of 
© their Demands for their Lofles, at the Court of Spain, 
c is, in our Opinion, an Hardſhip upon them, and not ho- 
© nourable for the Nation; and we are perſuaded thoſe un- 
_ © fortunate Gentlemen will undertake ſo troubleſome and 
< expenſive a Journey with the leſs Chearfulneſs, becauſe they 
© may fear their Claims are not unlikely to be counter-bal- 
© Janced by others from the Spamards ; and after all, th 

© have only the ſlender Comfort of hoping (if they think. 
there is even any room for them to hope) to get that Re- 
_ © dreſs by Commiſſaries, which they have not been hitherto 
© able to gain by Plenipotentiaries.” ---- I ſhall make but 
one ſhort Remark upon this Article; which is, that as 
Commiſſaries were then thought, by our Miniſter, more 
proper than Plenipotentiaries, for adjufting our Differences 
with Spain ; he hath now found his Error, and referred 
every Thing, except a ſtipulated Sum for the Loſſes of our 
Merchants, to Plenipotentiaries again. 

Tris convinced our Merchants of the Fruitleſſneſs of 
complaining any more ; and had the Spaniards been but a 
little more moderate, they might have prevented any far- 
ther Applications to Parliament. But their Depredations 
and Inſults were carried to ſuch an Height at laſt, that our 
Merchants were under a Neceſſity of applying again, laſt 
Year, or intirely give up the Trade to our Colonies in the 
Meſt Indies. Every Artifice was made uſe of to prevent 
this Application. The Miniſterial Writers were again in- 
ſtructed to abuſe our Merchants: But they foon run through 
their Common place, upon this Subject. The Thing it- 
ſelf came now to be thought of more Importance to the 
Nation than it had hitherto been, by vaſt Numbers of Peo- 
ple. Our Being, as a Nation, was viſibly concerned in 

the Queſtion; and the Neceſſity of ſtating our Rights clear- 
ly, from the Nature of the Diſquiſition, became in a Man- 
ner unavoidable, though in ſome Parts it was prevented, 
and in others laboured againſt ſufficiently. After an Exa- 
- mination, the moſt ſolemn and affecting that was ever 
| 5 | known 
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| known in an Houſe of Commons, it was reſolved, upon a 
Diviſion, that it was our natural and undoubted Right to 


fail with our Ships on any Part of the Seas of America; 
< and that the Freedom of our Navigation and Commerce 
< had been greatly interrupted by the Spaniards, under Pre- 
< tences altogether groundleſs and unwarrantable, c. 
There was an Endeavour to propoſe ſome other Queſtions, 
which were thought neceſſary; becauſe they would more fully 

and plainly have aſſerted our Rights; but they were over- 
ruled. Vet this, with the Addreſs, was ſurely ſufficient for 
the Miniſter, at leaſt to point out the true Cauſe of our Com- 
plaints ; the Neceſſity of ſuffering ſuch Injuries no longer; 
and providing for our future Security; as it is rightly ex- 
preſſed in their Addreſs, and his Majeſty's moſt gracious 
Anſwer. ---- There were many Reaſons for inducing ſome 
Perſons to think it more neceſſary to have aſſerted our ſeve- 
ral Rights ſeparately, in Oppoſition, to the Grievances we 


had fo long laboured under; conſidering that thoſe general 


Reſolutions, which the Houſe formerly made, had been of 


no more Service to the unhappy Sufferers, than the many 
long Negotiations and Treaties with Reſpect to them. The 


Claim of Spain was become more openly avowed, and pe- 


2 inſiſted on, than ever it had been before; for in 
the 


mands of the * Commiſſaries, on the Part of Spain, 
in Purſuance of the Treaty of Seville, it is ſaid, that, by 
<« the eighth Article of the Treaty of 1667, the Britiſß 
Commerce is under the ſame Reſtrictions as Holland is 
© by the 6th Article of the Treaty of Munſter; and there- 
fore it is inſiſted on, that Ships ſailing from Great Britain, 
or her Colonies, through thoſe Seas, ſhall obſerve the 
« Courſe they ought to ſteer, and ſhall avoid Hoſtilities. ? _ 
TE very Suppolition that the Treaty of 1670. was of no 
uſe to us, as well as preſcribing a particular courſe to our 
Ships, was extremely ſurpriſing. But even this was carried 
much farther by Monſ. de la Quadra, in his Letter to Mr. 
Keene. The Houſe of Commons, very prudently refus' d 
this Letter, when firſt mov'd for; becauſe it was of ſuch a 
Nature, as might inflame the Paſſions, and prejudice the 
Judgments of Men, in a Cauſe that ought to be calmly and 
unbiaſſedly heard; but if they ſhould come to vigorous Re- 
ſolutions, this Paper would then juſtify them to all the 
| 1 85 . | 8 3 World. 
® Yide the Papers laid before the Houſe of Commons, rela- 
ging to this Affair, No. 29. Art. 29. ER g 


World“. Theſe prudential Reaſons were prevalent for fome 
Days; but nö ſooner was the Draught of an Anſwer made 
for Mr. Keene, than they were both moved for, and of Courſe 

laid before the Houſe. It might be wiſh'd that Prudence 

would have ſuffered us to ſee whether this Draught of a Let- 

ter was ever ſent to Monſ. de la Quadra, and what Anſwer 

he return'd ; which muſt have been a very curious Piece, 

But if that Letter was never ſent, it could be only deſign'd 

as an Anſwer to him here, for other obvious Reaſons. 

I unfortunately happen'd that thoſe, who ought to have 
defended our Rights, rather gave them up, from not under- 
ſtanding them; for the 14th, 15th, and 23d Articles of the 
Treaty of 1667, were urged, on our Side, as Articles to 
which we had ſubmitted in America, with Reſpect to their 
Pretenſions of contraband Goods, and likewiſe inſiſting, in 
his Majeſty's Name, Þ that the 14h Article ſhould be per- 
formed; which ſays, that neither the Ships, nor their 
< Cargoes, except the contraband, ſhall be confiſcated. * 
The very Words of the Articles were ſufficient to prove the 
contrary ; for what alone is declared to be contraband, is the 
carrying of warlike Stores, &c. to the Enemies of each 
other; the Proceedings in ſuch Caſes, and the Forſeitures 
enſuing. How could this bear any Relation to us, whilſt 

we are navigating from any one Part of our Dominions to 
another ? The Spaniards, indeed, are in the right, when 
they ſay, that no Article, except the 8th, of that Treaty; 
relates to the Veſt- Indies. The only Obſervation worth 
making on the above-mention'd Articles is, that they declare 

the only Things, which in any of our Treaties, between the 
two Crowns are to be deem'd and allow'd to be contraband. 
To this let us add, that where all Trade is, by mutual Con- 
ſent, prohibited, there can be no ſuch Thing as any parti- 
cular Species of Goods more prohibited than the reft ; and 
therefore all Confiſcations, made under the Pretence of find- 
ing ſuch Goods on Board, are open Infractions and Violati- 
ons of our Treaties — This will fully prove that all Argu- 
ments or Similitudes, drawn from our Treaties in Europe, 
are nothing to the Purpoſe againſt our Rights in America; 
and had we no Treaties. relating to thoſe Parts, (though we 
have very good ones, if we do not ſuffer them to be violated) 
yet the very Nature of Things, and the Law of Nations, 
would be ſufficient ; for it is abſurd to imagine, that we can 

| | ; poſleſs 

®' Feb. 10. 1737. | 
+ See the Draught of the Memorial, Now. the 4th, 1 737- 


PC = CET - 


| r = = \ 
— — —— — — — . — 4 _ =_ = 
ee i ens i, EINE 


7 

1 +204 
* 1 
N ö 
3 ö 
. N 
k 
* — 1 
N 0 
1 — | 
"4" 


(78) 
poſſeſs any Dominions there, and not have a Right to go and | 
come freely. from theme and to carry and bring back what- 


ever we have occaſion for. [: | | 
Mons. de la Quadra, tho' his Anſwers are juſt to the 


Articles already mention'd, advances the Claim of Spain 


farther, and more openly, than it had ever been done before ; 
though ſeveral Ships had, by degrees, been taken with the 
ſame View, as I have already ſhewn. But here he ſpeaks 
out plainly and fully. — * The only Navigation, ſays he, 
« that can be claim'd by the Engh/b, being that to their 


< Iſlands and Plantations, whilſt they ſteer a due Courſe, 


4 their Ships are liable to a Seizure and Confiſcation, if it 
< ſhould be prov'd that they have alter'd their Route, with- 
< out Neceſſity, in order to draw near to the Spaniſh Coaſts, * 
This, indeed, made many Perſons wiſh that the Houſe of 
Commons had been more ſpecifick in ſetting-forth the Vio- 

lation of our Treaties. But every body concluded from 
hence, that it was: impoſſible ever to treat again with Spain, 
without previouſly ſettling and eftabliſhing' our fundamental 
Rights; in this Particular, as the ay Baſis of any future 
Treaty, in Oppoſition to their unjuſtifiable Pretences, which 


have been made ſubſervient to ſo oy AQs of Piracy. 


"Tax Houſe of Lords, in their Reſolutions upon this im- 
portant Affair, went farther than the other Houſe ; for they 
not only aſſerted our undoubted Right to navigate in the 
American Seas, but alſo to carry all Sorts of Goods and 
< Merchandize, or Effects, from one Part of his Majeſty's 
© Dominions to any other Part thereof; and that no g 

being ſo carried, are, by any Treaty ſubſiſting between 

the Crowns of Great Britain and Spain, to be deem'd or 
© taken as contraband, or prohibited Goods; and that the 
< ſearching of ſuch Ships, on the open Seas, under Pretence 
© of their carrying contraband, or prohibited Goods, is a 
© Violation and Infraction of the Treaties ſubſiſting between 
© the two Crowns. This Reſolution not only ſhew'd the 
Abuſe of Treaties, on the Spaniard's Side, but afferted our 
Rights, and made it, one would have thought, impoſſible to 
have any new Treaty, without firſt eſtabliſhing thoſe Rights ; 
for in vain muſt it be thought to cure our Diſeaſe by pecu- 
niary Remedies, whilſt the Evil is ſuffer d not only to re- 
main, but even receiving ſome ſort of Countenance, by be- 


- Ing left to a future Diſcuſſion. Upon the whole, it was the 


general Opinion of the Nation, that we were under a Ne- 
Hh IT ceffiry 
dee his Letter to Mr. Keene, Feb. 10. 1737-8, 


Cu - 


ceſſity of 3 Force, in order to obtain an Acknow- 


ledgment of our Rights; and we had hopes given us, at leaſt 

Inſinuations were thrown out, that Orders were already ſent 
to do ourſelves Juſtice, But, alas! it now appears that the 
were nothing but Inſinuations to. ſerve a preſent Purpoſe ; 
for when ſome- Gentlemen were of Opinion that it would 
be a neceſſary Encouragemeht to our Seamen, that a Law 
ſhould be made, for giving them the Profit of their Cap- 
tures, it was oppos d. | . 

HAvIN G thus ſhewn the Proceedings of the Merchants, 
the Miniſters, and the Parliament, in this important Affair; 
we now come to examine the late Convention, and enquire 


whether it is ſuch a one, in every Reſpect, as to anſwer the 


juſt Expectations of the Nation, conſidering the united Voice 
of the King, Lords, and Commons, as well as the whole 
People, but laſt Year, and for which ſuch large Supplies were 
given to enforce ; I mean, whether this Convention provides 
a ſufficient Reparation for the Loſſes of our Trading Subjects, 
_ reſtores the Honour of the Nation, or gives us any valid Se- 
ca for the peaceable Enjoyment of our undoubted Rights 
and Poſſeſſions, for the future. : res 
ALL former Treaties, which have been thought worthy 
the Notice and Approbation of Parliament, have been ſome 
way or other communicated to them, before their meeting 
that they might not be intirely ſurpriz'd, nor quite eccho 
back the words, without ſo much as knowing the Senſe of 
them. Indeed, the Language of Parliament is, that they 
are not bound down by thoſe Addreſſes, and that the Speech- 
es from the Throne are to be conſider'd only as the Words 
of the Miniſter. This is the peculiar Privilege of Parlia- 
ment, and their Stile of ſpeaking ; but of what uſe, I leave 
themſelves and the World to judge. All, that the People 
without Doors can wiſh or defire is, that if there is any 
Thing doubtful in thoſe ſuperior Acts of State, they might 
be better inform'd, eſpecially where their Intereſt is ſo ma- 
nifeſtly concern'd. 


IT will be therefore neceſſary to quote one Paragraph of 


his Majeſty's moſt gracious Speech; where it is ſaid, © that x 


© the Wiſdom and Prudence of your Reſolutions, upon this 
© great and national Concern, determin'd me to begin and 
< try once more what Effect and Influence my friendly En- 
© deavours, and prefling Inſtances, would have upon the 
Court of Spain, towards obtaining the Satisfaction and 
© Security, which we were intitled to demand and expect. 


Whether 
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Whether it was the Wiſdom and Prudence of Parliament, 
or the Wiſdom and Prudence of the Miniſter, (for I would 


give every 27 his due) that determined his Majeſty to try 
the 


once more nfluence of his friendly Endeavours, I ſhall 
not take upon. me to determine. But ſure I am, that we 
ought to have had full Security for our Rights, as well as 
Satisfaction for our Merchants, before we had abſolutely laid 
aſide all Thoughts of employing that Force, which had oc- 
caſioned fo vaſt an Expence. But as Money is ſuppoſed to 
be all-prevalent, and by ſome Perſons thought ſufficient to 
make amends for every Thing; we are told that the preſent. 
Convention hath obtained the Sum of 155,000 7. to be 
diſtributed amongſt our Merchants. Not, indeed, from 
Spain; ſince we are to pay them 60,0001. for deſtroying 

ir Fleet, in the Year 1718; and 68,000 /. is to be raiſed 


1 upon the South- Sea Company; ſo that the remaining 


27,0001. a prodigious Sum, is ſaid to be paid by Spain, 
All this was obtained by the Influence of a powerful Fleet, 
which will not coſt us much above half a Million extraor- 


dinary, upon this Occaſion, and the moſt folemn Inter- 


poſition of both Houſes of Parliament, that ever was known, 
in ſtrongly aſſerting our Rights, inſiſting that they ſhould be 
ſupported with Vigour, and fully providing for the doing 
of it. | FOI 
TEISs mighty Point obtained is called a Convention; a 
Word which we have adopted, of late Years, to ſignify a 
Sort of Treaty. And by whatever Name we are to call 
this Maſter-piece of Negotiation, it is intirely of a new 
Kind. Before we were ſo much improved in theſe Arts, 
Treaties were always deſigned and calculated for aſcertaining 
the Rights of the Parties in Diſpute, When theſe Points 
were once ſettled, the Adjuſtment of Accounts, being of an 
inferior Nature, were left to Commiſſaries, But in this 
ſurprizing Contract, the very Nature and Order of Things 
ſeem to be inverted; for the Commiſſary Part is the on 


Thing ſettled and determined thro? the whole, by fixing it 


to a certain Payment, for Ballance of an Account; and 
having firſt ated the Commiſſaries, the Part of Plenipoten- 
tiaries is to be the next. Theſe Gentlemen are to find out. 
and ſettle our Rights, and conſequently what this Money is 
paid for. It ſeems Fey poſſible that, during the Settle- 
ment of this Account, if it was not in a-manner lumpt, 
but that both Sides muſt ſufficiently know their Rights and 
Grievances, and be as well, if not better able, to Alt 
* | an 


r 
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and allow their reſpective Claims, for the future, than it 
was probable they: would be eight Months after. Can it be 


conceived that it was not the firſt Thing thought. of, on 
our Side; fince it was from thence alone that we made our 
Claim to Reſtitution ? Was it poſſible that our Rights, with 
Reſpe& to ſearching our Ships, could be better known, 
eight Months after, than it was then ; or that we ſhould be 


better able, or more ready, to enforce them? Would the. 


Neceflities of the Miniſter make him more deſirous of eftab- 
liſhing them, if he ever thought or deſigned to do it? 
Could he flatter himſelf that it would be ſatisfactory to the 


Nation, tho? he might hope that the Clamours of particular 


Sufferers might be ſoftened by it ? Can it be ſuppoſed, that 


what we could not get from Spain, at this critical Juncture, 


is really deſigned to be allowed us, and obtained by Plenipo- 
tentiaries, eight Months afterwards ? Whoever conſiders 
how explicitly our Right of No Search was aſſerted laſt 
Year in Parliament, muſt know that the Miniſter dares not 


give it up. Of what uſe therefore can this Reference be; 
or making Mr. Keene a dh mares by Treaty, who 


acted in the ſame Capacity, and in the ſame Court, before? 


Will he, or can he, be better inſtructed than he hath 
hitherto been ? Will his Arguments be more prevailing, for 
being eight Months older, or better enforced, without the 


Aſſiſtance of our Fleet? Can he do any Thing more, or 
go a Step beyond his Inſtructions? Is he not as abſolutely 
imited by them, in both of his Characters? Nobody ſurely 
can be any longer deceived by thoſe general Words in 
Treaties, which mean nothing, with reſpect to Com- 
miſſaries, for finally determining, finally deciding, or as it 
is now ſaid, finally regulating all Grievances and Abuſes. 
They may ſerve, indeed, to amuſe the World, as the 


Treaty of Seville did formerly. Why therefore did not 


thoſe, who have the Power as well as Knowledge to give 
Inſtructions, ſettle the moſt effential Point themſelves at 
firſt, without any farther Delay ? But if it could be poſſibly 
thought, that the Treaty is deſigned only as a Matter of 
Amuſement and Wonder, for eight Months ; or that ſome 
of our Rights are to be given up, under the Pretence of 
Regulations; then, indeed, it was a Matter of Prudence to 


drop the firſt Convention, ſigned by others, on the gth of 


September, ang throw the whole upon Mr. Keene. That 
ſomething of this Kind is to be ſuſpected, appears not only 
from the general Report that > is to be given up, = 
2 that 
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that the Spaniards are to have a Liberty of ſearching and 
confiſcating our Ships, as uſual, if we come within two 
Leagues of their Shores; but by the Particulars that are re- 
ferred to the Plenipotentiaries, and the Manner in which 
they are referred. His . Speech tells us, that 
they are appointed for regulating of Grievances and 
© Abuſes, which have hitherto interrupted our Commerce 
| © and Navigation in America. The Preamble of the 
Convention ſays, that whereas Differences have ariſen of 
late Years between the two Crowns of Great Eritain and 
© Spain, on Account of the Viſiting, Searching, and 
_ © Taking of Veſlels, &c.—And the frſk Article empower- 
© ing the Plenipotentiaries finally to regulate the reſpective 
© Pretenſions of the two Crowns, as well with relation to 
c the Trade and Navigation in America, as in Europe, &c.“ 
It is manifeſt that our undoubted Rights are not to be ab- 
ſolutely inſiſted on; becauſe the Power of Viſiting, Search- 
ing, and Taking of Ships, is left to the Examination and 
Diſcuſſion of the Plenipotentiaries, That they may be 
given up, under the Pretence of regulating Grievances, and 
reſpective Pretenſions, is very plain, if any Thing is really 
deſigned hy this new Delegation; for conſidering that one 
of the Pretenſions of Spain is to confine us within a parti- 
cular Courſe of Navigation, and Diſtance from their Shores, 
nay even what our Loading ſhall be, in Oppoſition to our 
Right of not being ſearched upon the open Seas in America, 
under any Pretence whatſoever ; I ſay, if both theſe Claims 
re to be conſolidated together, and a new Regulation is to 
be made out of them, ſo far as we ſhall admit of the Liberty 
of Searching, and their Notion of Contrabands, ſo far the 
Rights of the Nation will be certainly given up; for this 
Latitude being once allowed, the Explanation of it will be 
bounded only by their own Avarice. The Courſe of Judi- 
cature there, by which it muſt be tried, is nothing but a 
. Mockery of Juſtice, and an Inſult on the common Senſe of 
all other Nations. Can we ſubmit, in any Degree, to 
authorize, by any Act of our own, the Proceedings of ſuch 
Courts? What Extenſions, on their Side, muſt follow; 
what Difficulty of Proof, on ours? After admitting their 
firſt Principle, on which the whole is founded, where can 
we ſtop, or how limit it? Treaties made afterwards can be 
of no Avail ; for having once allowed that we are to depart 
from the Law of Nations and Treaties, only becaufe a 


clandeſtine Trade may be carried on, can it then be of * 


* 


. 
uſe to us to ſay, that any new Extenfion is contrary to the 
fundamental Rights of all Mankind, of carrying whatever 
they want from one Part of their own Dominions to ano- 
ther, and to make the beſt of their way, as well as, in all 
unforeſeen Accidents, to ſave themſelves and their Cargo 
without being liable to ſuffer for both, upon that Account! 
If the firſt Conſideration is, that Engliſh Subjects are not to 
get any Thing, 'by ſuch a clandeſtine Trade, where muſt 
that end? Regulations, founded upon this Principle, will 
always continue to extend themſelves, as long as the Prin- 
ciple itſelf remains, and our fair Trade muſt ceaſe of 
courſe, before the other can be intirely ſtopt. Will France 
or Holland ever ſubmit to ſuch a Principle of Regulation in 
Europe? Are we therefore to ſacrifice our lawful Naviga- 
tion to their Inconveniences ? They may juſtly do every 
Thing at home to prevent illicit Trade, as we do, by the 
ſevereſt Penalties upon our own Subjects; but let them 
not meddle with the Freedom of the Seas, nor pretend to 
lay us under ſuch Reſtraints, as no Nation in Europe would 
ſuffer from us, tho? never ſo requiſite for our own Intereſt, 
Muſt all our Care be for* the Spaniards, and none fot our- 
ſelves? Ought we not to conſider, whether our Colonies 
will be of any uſe to us, if we are laid under ſuch Reſtric- 
tions as are inconſiſtent with their very Being, or our ſup- 
porting and maintaining them? It may therefore be fairly 
concluded, that we ſhall find nothing ſettled more for our 
Advantage, eight Months hence, than now; unleſs it is to 
be ſuppoſed Mat ſomething is already ſecretly concerted ; 
and, indeed, it is hardly to be conceived, that this oſtenſible 
Part of the Treaty is all the Produce of ſo much miniſterial 
Labour, and national Expence. But if it ſhould be fo, it 
is only an Expedient for gaining Time, and a Reprieve for 
a Tear. © | 
IT is an old Reflection upon us, that we are commonly 
the Dupes of all Nations, in our Treaties with them. 
Many Reaſons have been aſſigned for it; but none of them 
ſeem to have hit upon the true Cauſe; which appears chiefly 
to have been, that the perſonal Intereſt of our Miniſters 
hath often blinded them ſo far, that before they perceived 
the Conſequences of their own Actions, they found them- 
ſeves in the Power of our Adverſaries, and conſequently 
were forced to ſubmit to every Thing, which carried pre- 
ſent Security along with it. As we have ſufficiently ſuffered 
upon this Account * nothing ought more to co 
bY 2 ES the 
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the Jealouſy of the Nation; nor can Parliaments do us a 


greater Service, than by putting an End to ſuch conſuming 
Negotiations. But the ks of ſuch a Situation are not 


always viſible ; tho', in ſome Caſes, they are; for if we 
can ſuppoſe that our Merchants ſhould be plundered for 
ſeventeen Years together, our Sailors barbarouſly. and in- 
humanly uſed, our Rights invaded and denied; yet that 
after as many Years ſpent in Negotiation, we had brought 
it to a Criſis, and declared that it was no longer to be borne; 
what muſt be thought in this Caſe, of 2 only a little 
pecuniary Reparation, with reſpect to all our Injuries, and 
to have the eſſential Points of eſtabliſhing our Rights put 
off to a diſtant Time ? 5 5 ö 

By the third Article of the Convention, a Ballance of 


qs, ooo l. is to be paid by Spain, in Conſequence of having 


duly conſidered the Demands of the two Crowns. We are 
at preſent, very much in the dark, as to ſeveral Parts of 


this Article; for it refers to an Account ſtated, by uſing 


the Term Ballance; and, in another Place, mentions an 
Account lately made out at Landon. When theſe Accounts 
are produced, as no doubt they ſoon will, they may probably 
deſerve many Obſervations. All that I ſhall remark upon 
it at preſent is, that in this Ballance is included the Sum of 


60,000 /, which is to be paid to Spain, for the Deſtruction 


of their Fleet, in the Year 1718. It muſt be confeſſed, 


that there is not only a great deal of tender Regard toward 
ourſelves, but a proper Concern for the Honour of the Na- 


tion, in not making this an explicit Article, to ſtand glar- 


ingly in a Treaty, by which it would be publiſhed to all the 


orld ; but including it in a Ballance of Account, which 


| might be known but to a few, and thoſe amongſt ourſelves, 


by its being demanded and granted of Courſe by Parlia- 
ment. | „ 

ITE Pretence for doing of this is, that it was ſtipulated 
by the Treaty of 1721, and that it was referred to Com- 
miſſaries, by the Treaty of Seville. The beſt and fulleſt 
Anſwer to all this is, what the moſt noble Author ſays upon 
it himſelf, in his Obſervations on the Treaty of Seville; 


eſpecially ſince it became the Language in other Places, 


upon that Account. 


„* But before I leave this Article, ſays he, I muſt take 


© Notice of that Part of it, which relates to the Claim his 
. © Catholick Majeſty may have to Recompence for the 
OTE. Hani 


„Page 21, 22. 
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< Spaniſh Ships of War, which were taken in the Mediter- 
© ranean, in the Year 1718. By the Treaty of 1721, it 
was agreed that thoſe Ships ſhould be reſtored; or, in Caſe 
of being ſold, the Value of them paid in Money to the 
King of Spain. As therefore the King of Spain had 
agreed, by the firſt Article of this Treaty, to a Con- 
firmation of the Treaty of 1721, and had conſequently. 
acknowledged our Right to demand Reftitution of all, 
that we could ever claim, in puſuance of that Treaty; 
he, in his turn, pretended to the Reſtitution of the Men 
of War above-mentioned, or their Value, by Virtue of 
the ſame. Treaty. And this certainly was a Claim; 
which, conſidered abſtractedly from ſome Circumſtances, 
attending that particular Caſe, could not have been dif 
8 Thoſe Circumſtances were, that his Catholicł 
ajeſty did actually ſend Commiſſaries, in purſuance of 
the Treaty of 1721, to Port- mahon, where the faid Men 
of War then lay, to demand the Reſtitution of them; 
and that they were really, at that Time, offered to thoſe 
Commiſſaries, but refuſed by them, on Account of their 
being in a decayed Condition, and unfit for Service; and 
were, upon that Refuſal, drawn out of the Harbour, and 
ſunk in the main Sea. This was what was alledged on 
our Part, when the preſent Treaty was negotiating ; but 
as the King of Spain ſtill inſiſted upon his Right to the 
Reſtitution of the. ſaid Ships, tho' he was contented to re- 
fer that Pretenſion to the Diſcuſſion of Commiſlaries, I 
would fain know upon what Grounds, and by what Rule 
of Juſtice, his Majeſty could have refuſed to comply with 
this Requeſt ; ſince it is notorious that the Ships, to which 
Spain was intitled by the fifth Article of the Treaty of 
1721, were never actually reſtored ; and his Catholick 
Majeſty hath, at leaſt, a Right to have the Reaſons, why 
they were not reſtored, examined into. And there was 
the leſs Pretence for declining this Diſcuſſion, becauſe we 
were ſure it would, upon Examination, appear that it was 
the Fault of the Spaniards only, that thoſe Ships were not 
< put into their Poſſeſſion.” 11 El 
TA this was the real State of the Caſe, and that our 
Minifter was determined not to allow this Claim of the 
Spaniards, if the ſending of Commiſſaries was deſigned for 
any Thing more than Amuſement, appears plainly from the 
Inſtructions to them; which are, * that the Papers re- 
Gy « lating 

* Article 6. 


(86) - 
F lating to this Matter, which will be delivered to you, wil! 
© no doubt enable you to prove to the Satisfaction of the 
< Spaniſh Commiſſaries, that the ſaid Treaty of 1721. hath 
in this reſpect been duly. executed on the Part of our 
Crown; and that if ſome of the Ships, by that Treaty to 
© be reſtoted, were not carried home to Hain, it was the 
Fault of the Spaniſp Officers, who would not receive them, 
< when they were tendered to them by thoſe, in whoſe 
<* Cuſtody they were.“ | þ 1 
Tx Letters of the Commiſſaries and Secretaries of State, 
during the Diſquiſition of this Affair with the Spaniſb Com- 
miſfarigs, are as full and as plain to the fame Purpoſe, and 
inſiſted upon by us as ſatisfactory. What therefore can be 
the new Arguments urged by Spain, which are ſo con- 
vineing, and were not made uſe of before; or what par- 
ticularly influenced us to ſubmit to this Article now, is not 
yet known to the World. But if we had not ſubmitted, 
it may be ſaid, perhaps, that we could not have obtained 
155,000 from Spain, towards the Reparation of the 
Loſſes of our Merchants ; whilſt, by this Method, they 
will at leaſt be nominally paid by Spain, and really by us, 
out of the Land-Tax. It is true, that the Expence will 
not be much felt, confidering the vaſt Sums we annually 
pay; but yet the Manner, in which it is abvioufly done, 
muſt make every Engliſbman wiſh that, if it was neceſſary 
to get that Sum, it might have been ſupplied by the Over- 
fowings of the Civil Liſt, in ſuch a Manner as to have pre- 
ſerved the Honour of the Nation, better than it is to be 
feared the preſent Form of it will do, | 
' IT hath been acknowledged already, that we give to Spain 
2 little more than their jf Demands, and that our Mer- 
ehants have a little leſs than theirs. Is it not generouſly 
done, to pay Spain 60,000 /. and to obtain 68,000 J. more 
for them from the S2uth-Sea Company; which, with the 
| remaining 27,000 J. being all that is pretended Spain ſhould 
Pays makes ſo great a Sum as 155,000 J. to be diſpoſed of 
or Reparation amongſt our Merchants, whoſe Loſſes are 
computed by themſelves to be 430, ooo J. Will this be 
eſteemed either by them or the —. to be ſufficient 
Satisfaction? And can it be believed, that the chief Argu- 
ment, which hath as yet been publickly urged, in Juſtifi- 
cation of this Treaty, is only ſuch as a low Attorney might 
think proper to make uſe of in this Caſe ; that we have 
made Spain pay Coſts ; which is acknowledging our Rights 
A eee. 


. CR). 1 
ſufficiently. Surely there can be none ſo low in that Pro- 
feſſion, as not to know that what may be called paying 
Coſts, cannot be an Acknowledgment of the Rights, whilſt 
the Iſſue and Determination of thoſe Rights are ſtill to be 
tried, either by a Judge or a Jury. By the ſame Method of 
u, we ought never to deſtroy another Spaniſb Fleet, 
in any Caſe, becauſe we are to pay Coſts for the laſt; 
which ſufficiently expoſes the Ridieulouſneſs of this Argu- 
ment, as it is urged on the other Side. AG. 

How this Account of 95,000 /. for a Ballance, which 
hath been admitted as due from Spain, was made out, is not 
eaſily conceived, conſidering that the Demands of the Mer- 
chants, already mentioned, are above 430,000 Il. and that 
but 155, O00 l. is to be paid. The Ships and the Caſes of 
the Captures, that are left out, muſt be worthy of Obſer- 
vation; fince thoſe Sufferers will be entitled to no Reſtitu- 
tion; nor will the ſeveral Particulars, which make the Sum 
of 60, ooo J. to be paid to Spain, be leſs curious; ſince they 
demanded 180, oo0 J. All theſe Particulars muſt appear 
when the Account is produced; for it is ſaid, in the one 
Caſe, to be a Ballance admitted by Spain; and in the other 
the Amount of what hath been acknowledged, on the Part 
of Great-Britain, to be due, —But as theſe Words are the 
Foundation of all the Arguments, which have been hitherto 
urged, for approving this Negotiation, let us confider them 
in another Light. 

SPAIN is far from acknowledging by this Article, that 
ſuch a Sum is due from them, upon any particular Account 
whatſoever; but agrees to make this Payment, as if it was 
owing to the Crown of Great Britain. To this let us add, 
that all which could be demanded by the Court of Spain, 
for the Deſtruction of their Fleet, in the Year 1718, ac- 
cording to the Treaty of 1721, even if it were now to be 
allowed in its full Extent, would not be 40, ooo J. But as 
Spain would not abate any thing, how was this to be ad- 
juſted? Why thus: The Loſſes of our Merchants were 
430, ooo J. the Spaniſh Demands are 180, ooo J. We lump 
the whole, taking 95,0007. for a Ballance, The accept- 
ing this Sum of 95,000 J. as ſufficient to pay all thoſe, who 
had any juſt Claim to Reſtitution, neceſſarily ſuppoſes, nay 
even allows, that all above 155,000 J. was juſtly ſeized ; 
which muſt be on the Preſumption of ſome Accounts being 
liquidated ; and yet it ſeems to be certain that no ſuch 
Accounts were ever regularly ſettled, 

7 4 ACCORDING 


— — r — — 2 


| 
| 
| 


Tn 


0 OA rn — , ꝑ́ —— — — 
ES 2 7 
” 


_Acconrpins to this State of the Caſe, the Spaniards, 
had they obtained their Demands, would only have gat ſo 


much more Money from the People of England, to make 


good the Loſſes of our own Merchants; eſpecially ſince a 


"Commiſſion is {till to paſs, for diſtributing the — 


amongſt the unhappy Sufferers; which, let it be done wi 
the utmoſt Impartiality, the Smallneſs of the Sum will itſelf 
ſhew the Inſufficiency of this Treaty, as to the Reſtitution 
pretended to be obtained by it for our Merchants. . 

Bur let us conſider this a little farther—By the fourth 
Article, the Ships named in it, as well as others not named, 
being to be deducted from the 95,000 J. if any Part of their 
Value, or the whole hath been reſtored, in ſequence of 


Orders diſpatched from Spain, previous to the. ſigning of this 


Treaty, it may occafion a Ballance to be paid to them, at 
the cloſing of the Account; ſince if the H/oolball is valued 
at 6000 l. the Royal Charles at 12,000. the Diſpatch at 
6000 J. theſe three alone make 24,0007. To theſe we 
muſt add the Value of the George, the St. James, and the 
Prince MWilliam, as well as of thoſe included in the general 
Words, ſeveral others; I ſay that, in this Caſe, the 
274000 J. which is all that Spain is to pay, may be more 
than ſwallowed up; and then what have we gained by thls 
Treaty, ſince the Orders for Reſtitution of ſuch Ships and 
fects, as they were pleaſed to acknowledge to be unlaw- 
ul Captures, were ſent before the ſigning of this Treaty. 
Tn Is Defect in the Treaty will {till agpear in a ſtronger 
Light, when we conſider that the Remainder of this Sum 


of 95,0007. can never be ſettled and divided amongſt our 


unhappy Sufferers, till theſe Accounts come back from the 
Weſt-Indies, and are allowed by the Spaniſb Miniſter.— 
W here then is the boaſted Reſtitution and the final Settle- 
ment of theſe Accounts, by the Treaty? 8 

Bur now, taking the two Articles together, for paying 
Coſts, and regulating Grievances; it appears that Spain 
hath only given up all pecuniary Demands, upon our con- 
ſenting to do the ſame ; and, on Condition that we would 
withdraw our Fleet, ſhe was willing to treat with us as ſhe 
did before, in order to prevent ſuch Things for the future. 
In this Caſe, let the Treaty be coloured by what Name 
ſoever, it is no more in E than cancelling of all De- 
mands, on both Sides, and each abiding by its own Loſs; 
tho Pretenſions are founded by it to get Money from — 

9 


8 1 
Part of our Subjects, in order to ſoften the Clamours of 
others, which are natural upon ſuch an Occaſion. OE 

Tu Article, for regulating the Limits of Florida and 
Carolina, is generally underſtood as deſigned for the giving 
up of Georgia; becauſe it ſeems, upon all that hath hitherto 
paſſed between the two Crowns, upon this Affair, and par- 
ticularly in one Memorial of the Spaniſh Miniſter here, that 
Spain will come to an open Rupture with us, if it is not 
given up; and every Body muſt be now convinced, that 
our Treaty-makers are determined to avoid a Rupture at 
any Rate, Nor can it be conceived, that they ſhauld take 
any particular Care of one of our Rights alone, which they 
would not do for them all, put together. _ 

WũͥEͤ Ar muſtwenow think of all our Complaints of Loſſes, 

for twenty-five Years, without any Reſtitution ; the fre- 
quent Seizures of the Effects of the South-Sea Company; 
the many Complaints in Parliament ; the great Squadrons 
ſent to protect our Trade, and procure Reparation; what, 
I ſay, muſt we think upon ſeeing all our Negotiations 
ſummed up in this Manner, and ending in a Ballance up- 
on the whole, of 27,0007. to be paid by Spain, and even 
that perhaps in Words only?  __ 
Do this State of the Caſe, every impartial Perſon muſt 
imagine that the Loſſes were inconſiderable; and that the 
only Thing neceſſary to be obtained, after all, was future 
Security by aſſerting our Rights. But this cannot be fo 
much as pretended to be done by this Treaty; ſince every 
Thing is referred to the Regulation of Plenipotentiaries, 
before another Seffion of Parliament. The Reſtitution to 
our Merchants of 155, ooo l. for their Loſſes of 430,000 J. 
cannot be eſteemed ſatis factory. The paying for the 4 
nih Fleet, in this Manner, is what every Engliſoman muſt ſen- 
ſibly feel in his own Breaſt.- The giving up of Geargia will be 
eſteemed very diſhonourable to the Legiſlature, which hath 
paſſed ſo many Acts for maintaining it. --- The South- Sea 
Company's paying down 68,000/. when ſo much larger 
Sums are allowed to be due to them, is a Sort of Juſtice, 
which never appeared in any Treaty before. 

Is this ſhort Light is contained the whole Subſtance of 
the preſent Treaty. Let thoſe approve it, who can; and 
let thoſe cenſure it, who have the Power, if it ſhould de- 
ſerve Cenſure. But let not thoſe, who are thoroughly con- 
vinced that it is both detrimental and diſhonourable to the 
Nation, approve it, for the Sake of one Man only, at the 
Expence of their Country. Let them conſider that if it is 


really 


„ 
really a bad Treaty, their Approbation will not only involve 
them in the Guilt of it, but rivet it upon a Nation, which 
ſeems to be almoſt univerſally diſpoſed againſt it. Ihe Cre- 
dit, that hath too long been given to deluſive Negotiations, 
and forced Conſtructions of our late Treaties, which rather 
tended to ſtrengthen the Pretenſions of Spain, hath brought 
us to the Condition we are now in ; and the Queſtion, in 

Effect, is the ſame as laſt Year; that is, whether the Do- 
minion of the Sea, and the Freedom of Navigation and 
Commerce, ſhall be ſacrificed to the wild Pretenſions of 
Spain, by admitting their Right to plunder us, under the 

lour of Searching within any Limits whatſoever, 
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MERCHANTS, Ge. 


DOTHING can give a greater Concern to a 
Sg) thinking and diſpaſſionate Man, who ſincerely 
loves his Country, than to find ſo many of the 
8 moſt important Subjects of the Community diſſa- 
es tisfied with thoſe Meaſures that have been ſo ſtea- 
dily purſued, by the preſent Adminiſtration, tho? to every 
impartial and diſintereſted Perſon. they muſt appear to be 
calculated for the real Intereſts of the: Trade and Naviga- 


tion of theſe Kingdoms. oy 

Bur *tis no way ſtrange, that Gentlemen ſhould be 
ſo blind to their own Intereſt,” as well as that of their Coun- 
try, when tis conſidered what unparallelled Art and Induf- - 
try have been practiſed to irritate too many againſt their 
beſt Friends, and excite them to idolize thoſe. only, who 
will ſoon appear to merit nought but their Reſentment and 
Indignation. . 3 . | 
THERE is nothing has ſo much cheriſhed thoſe groſs Im- 
poſitions upon too many of the Citizens of London, with re- 
ſpe to their Judgment on publick Affairs, as their own 
Partiality and Diſingenuity towards every Attempt to diſ- 
abuſe and undeceive them. Let any thing be writ to pre- 
vent their Deception, and this with ever ſo much Modeſty, 
good Senſe, and Strength of Argument, tis condemned 
even without Peruſal; while inflammatory Invectives, Falſe- 
hood, and Miſrepreſentation are pleaſantly attended to, and 
gravely applauded. | DE Ts ok 1 
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Dry the Citizens of Landon candidly conſider not only 
the Folly and-Infatuation. of this Enmity to Impartiality, but 
the unſpeakable Injury ſuch Behaviour muſt be of to their 
Country in general, and the Trading Intereſt in partieular, 
they would as little contribute to ſtop up the Preſs on the Side 
of the Adminiſtration, as in Favour of its Oppoſers. For 
what muſt be the Conſequence of attending only to one 
Side of the Queſtion, wherein the publick Intereſt is impor- 
tantly concerned? Will: not private Intereſt and Prejudice, 
Falſhood and Infatuation prevail inſtead of Truth and the 
goes Well-being of our Country ? Is not this unmanly 

artiality, in effect, depriving thoſe in Power of that very 
Liberty they ſuffer their Enemies to enjoy with Impunity ? 

WEN Miniſters honeſtly ſubmit their Conduct to pub- 
lick Examination, lay aſide Authority, and join Iſſue at Ar- 

ment, are they not entitled as Engliſpbmen, to a fair Hear- 
ing? Will not Miniſters fay, and very juſtly too, ſince the 
People will hear nothing for us, they have no Right to 
hear any thing againſt us? And thus will not an End be 
put to all our Liberties at once? However tender the pre- 
ſent Gentlemen, who have the Honour to ſerve the Crown, 
have been of our Liberties in this reſpect, no Man can an- 
ſwer for their Succeſſors. Who can- inſure us, that the like 
Treatment will meet with the like Moderation? | 
- PFn1s Partiality may endanger our Liberties in a manner 
we leaſt think of perhaps: For if Writings only in Oppo- 
ſition to Governments are to be read and encouraged, we 
| ſhall be fo accuſtomed to the Sound of wicked Miniſters and 
corrupt Parliaments, that we ſhall never know when we 
have other. If we treat all alike, the Preſs, I fear, will 
ſand us in little ſtead when we have the greateſt Occaſion 


to exert it. It certainly is by that invaluable Liberty as 


by the nobleſt Cordials; it loſes its whole Virtue and Effi- 
cacy by too bold and frequent a Uſe: And to enjoy the 
Privilege, and receive no Benefit from it, in time of real 
Danger, is perhaps little better than being deprived of it. 

Ir then the Intereſts of Liberty, as well as common 


Juſtice to Men in Power, make it neceſſary that Writings | 


in their Juſtification ſhould be equally attended to with 
thoſe againſt 'em, a Man may write with ſome Hopes of 
being read. I have long thought it deſirable that ſome far 
more capable would do publick Juſtice to the Cauſe of the 
Adminiſtration, and ſet their Meaſures in a fair Light with 
regard to the Trading Intereſts in general ; being convinced 
from the moſt impartial Attention to their Conduct, 0 
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| „ | 
the Eccho of a City Coffee-houſe, that , they deſerve the 
Hearts and Affections inſtead of gg and Scur- 


rility of the Tradifig Part of this Kingdom. Nothing of 
this Kind having yet been done, I have preſumed to at- 
tempt it myſelf; and herein I have no Turn but to ad- 
8 the ntereſts of Trade, and the true Honour of my 
untry. Fd | 3 | | 

Taz Foundation of your Diſſatisfaction with the Mea- 
ſures of the Adminiſtration ſeems to be, their Endeavours 
from time to time to'prevent plunging this Nation into Eu- 
ropean Wars, when Miſunderſtandings between Britain and 
its Neighbours may be honourably accommodated, without 
diſturbing the World's Quiet or our own, For this, as 
Traders, and as Engliſhmen, I think they are entitled to 
your higheſt Gratitude, inſtead of your IIl-will and Reproach, 
if you are ſenſible of your own Intereſt, or thoſe of the 
Nation in general. After having been engaged in Wars to 
the Injury of our Trede and Navigation for ſix and twenty 
Years, was it not full Time to think of changing the 
Scene, and recovering our Strength? Would not Pofleri 
have been at a Loſs to conceive what kind of Spirit could 
poſleſs their Anceſtors, that without giving them any Inter- 
miſfion and Breathing while, ſhould again enter into Wars 
equally dangerous, burthenſome and durable for the ſame, 
or, perhaps, a greater Period of Time than the laſt? How- 
ever juſtifiable the full Indulgence of this military Spirit 
might heretofore have been, had ſucceeding Miniſters in this 
Refpect, followed the Steps of their Predeceſſors, would they 
not have rendered that Principle in a reaſonable Purſuit of 
which our Safety and our Glory conſiſts, the Occaſion of 
real Danger to our Intereſts, our Trading Intereſts more 
patitululy, and of Reproach to the Wiſdom of our Na- 
tion? | a 
Tu Face of Europe is changed to what it was in the 
Time of our Anceſtors, and ſo muſt our Maxims of Policy 
too, would we ſteadily purſue our national Intereſts. The 
wiſeſt Potentates, inſtead of applying themſelves wholly to 
Arms, as heretofore, have directed their Applications to 
Commerce and Navigation; well knowing the latter is the 
more ſure and laſting Methods, whereby to inrich and ag- 
grandize their reſpective States and Dominions. 

Our Neighbours with Envy long beheld the Figure 
Great Britain has made in the World by Dint of her ex- 
tended Commerce. This has occaſioned us many national 
Competitors in our Trade; and if our Heads are to 1 

- turn 
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turned wholly to Arms, while other Nations turn theirs -t6 
Commerce, will not our Wantonneſs and Prodigality in 


War ſoon render us as contemptible in the World, as ever 


we have been otherwiſe? However eaſy and tolerable the 
Conſequences of the late War, have ſet upon us under thoſę 
cool and unprecipitate Meaſures that have hitherto been fo 
ſucceſsfully purſued ; yet had the martial Spirit of a brave 
People, not been ſo wiſely controuled, what could we 
have expected but the moſt deplorable Poverty and Diſtreſs ? 
When Storms, therefore, have aroſe in Europe, during the 
preſent Miniſtry, the Queſtion was, how they ſhould be 
laid, the moſt to our Honour and Safety, and leaſt at our 
Expence? To fall in with the natural Ardour and Magna- 
2 of -a People fond of Fighting, in our Circumſtances, 
and ſurrounded with Rivals in Trade, at the Entrance of 
the Miniſtry into Power, muſt have proved the moſt weak 
and impolitick Meaſures; to have been ſupine, languid and 
inactive, could have been no better, What then muſt be 


done preſervative of the Ballance of Power, and our tom- 


mercial Intereſts, when both were formidably ſtruck at ? Be- 
tween all Extremes there is a middle Point, which true 
Stateſmen ſoon perceive ; and this our Miniſters happily hit 
upon, maintained our Poſſeſſions, Rights, and Privileges of 
Commerce and Navigation, without engaging Europe in a 
War, and without any other Diſhonour to ourſelves or our 
Allies, than that imaginary one, which filled the Noddles of 


our Knight-Errants at Home. However little ſome may 


imagine has been done for the Protection of Trade, tis cer- 


- tain the general Expence of the Nation, during the preſent 


Adminiſtration, has been to ſupport it., The Treaty of Ha- 


nover was conſiſtent therewith, Was not a Squadron ſent. 


to the Weff Indies, to ſecure our Trade from the Violence 
of the Spaniards, and to block up the Treaſure of the Gal- 
leons, apart oy to diſable the Enemy from executing their 
Deſign againſt the Trade and Navigation of Britain? We 
have been told, falſly and impudently told, by the City-De- 
luders, that the Hands of our naval Officers were tied up by 
ſtrict and explicit Orders. But the Orders given to the 
Commanders of our Men of War, were worthy the Coun- 
cils of Great Britain; they were calculated effectually to 
intercept and block up the Galleons and the Flotilla. As 


* Succeſs attended the former, can we be fo ſhamefully im- 


poſed on to believe them otherwiſe deſigned with regard to 


the latter? Was not Admiral Heſer ordered to look upon 


his Inſtructions to be the ſame with regard to the Flota — 
> ed 
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b felted from Vera Cruza, as with relation to the Galleons ? 
Was 


he not likewiſe ordered to go directly to Carthagena to 
meet the Galleons; and ſhould they be gone from thence, 
was he not 'to follow them to Ports Bells, and from 
thence to the Havannah; and there at the Havannah to in- 
tercept the Flota from Mexico, having the fame ſtrict re- 
rd to them, that he was ordered to have towards the Gal- 
8 But in Caſe it ſhould fo happen, that they eſcaped 
him in the Weſt Indies, or the Treaſure ſhould have been 
put on Board other Ships (of which his Br:tannick Majeſty 
had Intelligence) in ordet to be privately and ſecurely carri- 
ed to Spain, he [ Hefier] was ordered © to fail immediately 
in Purſuit of ſuch Galleons, Flota, or Ships: And if he 


could not come up with them, he was likewiſe ordered © to 
© make the beſt of his way to Cape St. Vincent on the 


© Coaſt of Portugal.” If he met with no Intelligence of the 
Galleons, Flota, or Ships, upon his Arrival on that Coaſt, 
© he was to keep cruizing- to the Southward of the ſaid 
Cape, in order to intercept them, and to expect Ships to 
join him with Intelligence of them, or with his Majeſty's 
© further Orders. 

ADMIRAL Heſier however blocked up the Galleons at 
Porto Bello; and did he not, as appears by a Letter from 
him from the Baſtimentos, to one of his Majeſty's Principal 
Secretaries of State, take all imaginable Precaution to pre- 


vent any Money being Shipped off, by the Spaniards, un- 


der Pain of his Majeſty's higheſt Diſpleaſure? The fame 


Admiral likewiſe had direct and poſitive Orders © to protect 
© the Trade of his Majeſty's Subjects, and to make Repriſals 
< on the Spaniards for any Injuries that ſhould be done 
them by the Spaniſh Guarda Cofta's, or otherwiſe” And 
in Cafe he received during his ſtay in the Meſt Indies, a 
certain Account that the Spaniards had ſeized the Effects of 
the South Sea Comyany, or other his Majeſty's Subjects in 
any of their Colonies, he was directly and poſitively com- 
manded, to uſe his beſt Endeavours to receive the ſame, 
© or to make Repriſals; and to aſſiſt in the beſt manner he 
could the ſaid Company, or their Agents, or his Majeſty's 
Subjects, if to prevent ſuch Seizure they ſhould apply to 
< him for his Aſſiſtance in withdrawing ſuch Effects out of 
© the Power of the Spaniards,” Upon the Spamards hav- 


ing laid ſeige to Gibralter, he was directed by the Lords of 


the Admiralty, in Purſuance of his Majeſty's Pleaſure ſigni- 


fied to them, © to give Orders to the reſpective Captains 


© under his Command, to take, fink, burn, or otherwiſe 
VS deſtroy. 
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c deſtroy any Ships, or Veſlels belonging to the King of 


.© Spain, or his Subjects, which mh could come up with,” 
SK 


Of the ſame true Britiſh Spirit under the Direction of the 


ccoleſt Judgment, were the whole Orders given to that 


Admiral, which 1 could ſhew, ſhould I not treſpaſs too 
much on your Patience. Where then are theſe Spaniel Leſ- 
ſons of Paſſivity under Spaniſh Inſults? The Orders given 
likewiſe to Vice-Admiral Hopſon, Sir John Jennings, and 
Sir Charles Wager, were of the ſame Complection; which 


 ſhew the Councils of our Prince have been as little corrupt- 


ed with the ſlaviſh Principles of Cowardice and Fear, as 
with Leſſons of the Omnipotence of our Arms. No Con- 
duct ever tended more, in my poor Judgment, to the Glo- 
ry of the Britiſb Nation than this; none ever better ſup- 
ported the Dominion of the Seas. Had the Muſcovite Fleet, 
at the Time I am ſpeaking of, prevailed in the North; had 


his Imperial Majeſty obtained the Eftabliſhment of a naval 


Power from the Erection of the Offend Company in the 
South; had theſe maritime Powers joined with that of Spain, 


and had England, as the Enemies of our trading Proſperity 


then adviſed, rejected the Alliance with France, and thereby 
added the Weight of their naval Strength to that of our 
Enemies, what muſt have become of the Britiſp Trade and 
Navigation? Of our Trade both in America and Europe, as 
well in the North as the South? And during this critical 
Conjuncture, what was the Conduct of the City Deceivers 
to give Weight to their Patriotlike Defigns ? Tho? our 
Trade and Poſſeſſions were openly ſtruek at; tho? our Ene- 
mies committed Depredations on our Traders, as well as 


the French and Dutch our Allies, beſieged our moſt impor- 


tant Pofleffions at a great Hazard and Expence, and tried 
all Arts to ſteal Home their American Treaſure, to puſh their 
Defigns to the greateſt Extremity : Tho' our Eaſt and Weſt 
India Commerce were invaded, and the Crown of Great 
Britain ingloriouſly treated, yet according to the Doctrine 
of your Admirers, theſe truly were no Symptoms of hoſtile | 
Intentions towards Great Britain; they were only declared 
to be the ſimple Characteriſticks of an Accommodation of 
Differences between his Catholick and Imperial Majeſty, — 
Tho' France and Holland ſpent Millions, according to the 
Hanover Alliance, to defeat theſe Deſigns againſt the Tran- 
quility of Europe, yet were not the Citizens of London de- 
lufively and wicked] told, that this was only a falſe Alarm 
impoſed upon the World by a Britiſb Miniſtry ? Is not ſay- 
ing, as your Deccivers have done, that theſe were vain _ 
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miſes of iongionry Danger *, giving the Lie- to the moſt 


authentick Memoirs of thofe Times, to a Series of Facts, 


Dates and Tranſactions, which will remain eternal Monu- 
ments of the Perfidy and Iniquity of ſuch ſhameful Impoſis 


tions on the Traders of England? Had theſe Dangers no 
real Exiſtence, with what View could they be raiſed? Not. 


to involve Britain in Wars, when the general Conduct of 
our Miniſters indicates the reverſe. With all the Dexteri- 
ty of your Deluders at puzzling the Underſtandings of their 
Admirers in a maſterly Manner, they have not been able to 
get over this egregious Inconſiſtency, which runs thro” their 
whole Craft, and which laid the firſt Foundation for the 
Prejudices and Clamours of the Traders of this Kingdom 
againſt his late and preſent Majeſty's Meaſures. They may 
aſſert Falſhoods, maintain Abſurdities, and reconcile Con- 
tradictions, till their Hearts ake; but never be able, in this 
Point, to juſtify themſelves to one Trader of plain Senſe in 
the Kingdom. And this Point is the capital Point, with 
regard to our Foreign Affairs, and the Intereſts of Trade, 
whereon the whole Controverſy turns by the Confeſſion of 
our trading Patriots themſelves T. At one Time they have 
confidently told you, Gentlemen, that the Alliance between 
Spain and the Emperor, which ſtruck at the very Root of 
our Trade and Navigation, was imaginary and A ; at 
another Time, that Britain was rendered the Contempt and 
Scorn of the whole World, becauſe ſhe was not hurried into 
real Wars to defeat imaginary Dangers. By theſe, the 
wickedeſt Arts of Deluſion and Miſrepreſentation, have the 
Traders of England been made to believe their Intereſts 
have been neglected, when it is demonſtrable they have not 
only been honourably ſupported, but in a Way the moſt 
generally beneficial.to our Trade and Navigation. 

A STATE of War indeed may be attended with a mo- 
mentary Advantage to ſome ; but will this be urged in Fa- 
vour of the general Intereſts of Trade, which alone muſt 
direct the Counſels of able and upright Miniſters ? The 


Ways of Commerce with Foreign Nations are various. If 


any of theſe be interrupted, it is an- Injury to Trade in 
poneral, from the natural Dependency that one Branch of 
oreign Trade has upon another. Our exporting to one 
Part, loading there to ſell at another, whereby a greater 
Return is made, than if the Goods exported had been car- 
| ried 
* Enquiry into the Conduct of our Domeſlick A fairs, p. 25. 
printed for Haines, 1734. oh 
+ Politicks on both Sides, printed for Haines, 
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ried directly thither, is one great Branch of our Foreign 
T raffick : i War prevents this, is here not one important 
Article of our Trade obſtructed ? If, without the greateſt 
Danger, we cannot import the Commodities of other Coun- 
tries when they are cheap, to ſupply proper Countries, when 
and where they are dear, is not this loſing one great Seaſon 
of Gain to the Merchant? Or if we cannot bring Home 
the Product of ſome Countries, and export it freely in 
Manufactures, or otherwiſe, to Places at that Juncture the 
moſt beneficial, muſt not another conſiderable Part of our 
Trade be likewiſe curtailed ? The Freight and Hire of our 
Ships, by our Neighbours, is far from being an incon- 
ſiderable Article in mercantile Concerns ; but if this alſo 
be impeded by War, as when we are engaged therein, all 
theſe Particulars in ſome Degree will, is it poſſible for Trade 
and Navigation to be ſo extenſive and univerſal? Upon any 
Miſunderſtanding with our Neighbours, the firſt Step we 
behold them take, is to ſtrike up formidable Alliances, 
thereby to injure us in our Trade, by the moſt general 

Prohibitions among themſelves and their Allies, on our Pro- 
duce and Manufactures, And if we engage in War with 
Nations with whom we had a beneficial Commerce, we not 
only loſe that Commerce during the War, but ſome 
Branches of it for ever. For. whilſt this Interruption of 
Trade continues, as the Nations with whom we are at War 
will not ſuffer us to ſupply them, they will naturally ſet up 
Manufactures of their own, and turn other Branches of 
Trade into new Channels; and how can this Damage be 
retrieved? Will a People once entered with Succeſs upon a 
Manufacture, quit it upon laying down their Arms? Or 
can a Stream of Trade, when turned jnto another Current, 
be eaſily brought back? As we have ſo many Rivals in 
Commerce amidft the various Powers of Europe, muſt not 
Wars give neutral Nations an Opportunity of extending 
their Trade, to the Injury and Loſs of our own ? Was not 
this one of the firſt Cauſes, in the Wars of King Villiam, 
whereby other Natiens got Footing in Trade, to the Injury 
of that of England? At this Time many who had never 
traded before to any con{Merable Purpoſe, became the Car- 
riers of Europe; and while the Ships of our Brit;h Mer- 
chants were terribly deſtroyed, did not thoſe Neuters daily 
improve, both in Shipping and Seamen to an incredible 
Height ? That this Wound has proved very injurious to our 


_ * Trade is manifeſt, ſeeing thoſe Nations did for many Years, 


and even do ſtill, under-ſell us; for they being young in 
| ef ne, T rade 
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Trade in - compariſon to England, full in. all Materialss. 


and Wages low, as it was in Britain in the Infancy of our 
Navigation, where all Productions, Manufactories, and 
Earnings of the Natives have encreas'd as our Trade en- 
larged, as the ſame will do in Time with them : As Wars 
then were the primary Cauſe of being prejudiced in our- 
Commerce, will not the like Cauſe have far more injuri- 


' ous and fatal Effects upon our Trade, when Europe: 


abounds. with trading Competitors? If by Dint of Ad- 
dreſs. and Negociation therefore we can maintain a good 
Underſtanding with our Neighbours, and prevent neutral 


Nations making farther Inroads upon our Trade, is not 


this Policy far more eligible by a trading People? Theſe 
Confiderations make it plain, that it is for the Intereſt of a 
trading Nation in general to avoid a War, that thoſe Mini- 
ſters are Enemies to our commercial Intereſt, who 
are eager upon every Occaſion to proſtitute the Dignity 


of our Nation, pawn her Purſe and ſacrifice her Trade, 


embroiling her in every Diſtraction of Europe. 
owever ſanguin our popular Patriots may be for a 
War at preſent, yet, upon other Occaſions they 
have ſhewed different Sentiments. Whatever Succeſs, 
< fay they, we may flatter our ſelves with, in the uncer- 


| © tain Events of War, by Reaſon of our great Superiority 
at Sea; yet we may believe it muſt be ſome very great 


Injury and Provocation that will engage us in it; ſince. 
© it may be very dangerous to a Nation, that wholly ſub- 
< ſiſts, upon Trade, to hazard the diverting the moſt pro- 
© fitable Branches of it into other Channels; for that ma 
© be a much more laſting Evil than the Quarrels that oc- 
< calton'd it.” * How then do the Sentiments of theſe 
Gentlemen in the Year 1727 agree with thoſe in 1738? 
Have theſe Impoſtors the Intereſt of Trade, or the Deſtru- 
ction of the Miniſtry only at Heart? But the Eyes of 
Traders in general will ſoon be open, and diſtinguiſh their 
true from their falſe and pretended Friends, Popular 
Frenzies are ſoon rais'd among us, but tis our Happineſs 
they as, ſoon ſubſide. | | x 
tender of their Trade are moſt of the wiſeſt European 
Potentates now grown, that they ſeem all agreed, as it 
were, to lay aſide the Sword, and inſtead of converting by 
the Thunder of their Cannon, give Preference to Negocia- 
tion, All the low Sarcaſm, Drollery, and Witticiſm there- 


fore, wherewith the Preſs bas, of late Years teem'd, and 


| C | with 
Sate of the National Debt 1727. p. 49, 
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with which Circles of Petits Maitres divert themſelves, do 
they not reflect equally on all thoſe Powers who have pre- 


| ferr'd Treaty to Quixotiſm? And by that time ſome other 


Nations haye felt the Effects of War, as much as Britain, 
France and Holland, they will experience it their Intereſt to 
heal their Breaches rather by the Pen than the Sword. 

Wx City Politicians forget that War is quite chang'd 
from what it was in the Days of our Forefathers, when in 
a haſty Expedition and pitch'd Field, the Matter was de- 


 cided = Courage. But now the Art of European Wars is 
a 


in a Manner reduc'd to Money; that Prince who has th 
longeſt 277 is ſure to have the longeſt Sword, 
UR Miniſters however by their Mznagement have 
hitherto avoided Wars, and what is ſtill more to the Ho- 
nour of their Councils, while the principal Powers in 
8 have been deeply engag'd in them. The plain 
Queſtion therefore is, whether the Nation has got or loſt by 
theſe Meaſures ? or to ſpeak in your own Language, what 
is the State of our Account of Profit and Loſs? Had our 
Miniſters been actuated by that Heroic Spirit the hot- 
headed Tribe think elegible, and inſtead of forming the 
Hanover Alliance to defeat the Deſigns of Spain and Vienna, 
had engag'd us in an offenſive War, might we net have ſo 
much exhaufted his Imperial 1 as ourſelves, 
that France might afterwards have been tempted to turn 
their Arms againſt us both ? When we had reduc'd the 
Emperor, is it not more than probable, that we muſt 
again have been oblig'd to have rais'd him at an equal 
Expence ? Could we be ſuppos'd to have carry'd on and 
concluded thoſe two Wars, might we not again have been 
diſtracted with a third by the Demiſe of the King of Poland; 
had we not a Miniſtry at the Head of our Affairs, who 
has been able hitherto happily to avoid the Broils and Di- 
ſtractions of Europe? The Equilibrium of Power between 
the Houſes of Auſtria and Bourbon is, in its Nature, a 
Poſture ſo uncertain, that we may eternally be in Wars to 


ſupport it, if meer Negoeiation would not ſometimes do; 


the leaſt Cauſe either interior, or exterior, is ſufficient to 
give it new Motion; ſuch State may yield ſome Ceflation 
of Motion, ſome Truces, but far from being able to pro- 


duce ſolid Reſt, an unalterable Peace. Any Sovereign that 


is ambitious, impatient and unquiet, will find an eaſy Op- 
portunity of recommencing a War, and maintaining it a 
long time when ſo recommenc'd ; for Sovereigns may be 
encourag'd to great Enterprizes by flattering Hopes, and 


5 1 


can never be put out of them by any very great Fear, be- 
cauſe it is ſuppos d that being in an Equilibrium of Power, 
there are as many Reaſons to hope as Cauſes to fear; and 
does not every one know that what makes the Combat laſt, 


is the Equilibrium which commonly remains among the 


Allies, the Forces of the ſeveral Combatants ? hen 
once the Sword is drawn, beſides thoſe who immediately 
engage, do not we ſee others, from various Views and In- 


ſtigations, are drawn in on either ſide; and what was at 


firſt only a Conteſt between two, comes at laſt to involve 
twenty? As therefore European Wars are always likely to. 
be of Duration, when once begun, how many Years may 
we be preſum'd to have been engag'd in them, had not our 
Miniſters, at their firſt Entrance into the Service of the 
State, preferr'd a Negotiatory State to the contrary ? 


Scarce were _ warm in the Seat of Power before the 


Tranquility of Europe was diſturb'd ; and had once our 


Sword been drawn, from the Circumſtances of Europe, is 


it not probable it might have remained unſheathed to this 
Time ? Suppoſe however had we once engag'd, and we 


had continued fo for no longer Time than the Space of ten 


Years, which is the ſhorteſt Period we can reaſonably fix 
upon, had we a warlike Miniſtry at the Head of publick 
Affairs, and the State of Europe fell out as it has done, 
what muſt have been the Caſe of the trading Intereſt of 
Great Britain during this deſirable Period? The Revenues 
ariſing from the Cuſtoms and Exciſes have always been 
reckon'd, as it were, .the Pulſe of the Nation, whereb 
with the Conſideration of other Symptoms equally ſignifi- 
cant, the Decay or Proſperity of our Commerce may in 
a great Meaſure be judg'd of, as well as the private Gain 
or Loſs of the Trader. To prevent all Cavils by thoſe. 
who have been unwearied to delude you, I ſhall pitch 
upon their own State of our Revenues from ſome parti- 
cular Points of time &; from whence it will appear what 
Advantage may be preſum'd to have accru'd to the Trad- 
ing Intereſt in general from theſe Meaſures that have been 
e ,, . ö 

The Produce of the Cuſtoms for 
ten Years, from Chriſimas 1722, to 


Chriftmas 1732, upon the annual L 8. 4. 
Medium, is —— — 1,603, 805 oo oo 


H 3 . For 
* Caſe of the Sinking Fund, 1735, P. 127. 
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For the ten Vears of the War, the 
annual Medium was 1, 260, ) 323 but 


the Alteration that hath been made 


upon the Draw-backs of the old 
Subſidy, and Duties of Coffee, Tha, 
Chocolate and Brandies, being taken 
from thence, and turned into Exciſe, 
may be e An a Deduction of, at 
leaſt, 200,000 I. per Annum from it, 
which is all that is here deduced for 
it Therefore reckon = — i, obo, 32 oo OS 
Increaſed per Annum ſince the IS 
18 — — 343,073 00 09 
The Exciſe on r and o | | | | 
Wines for three 2.5 from Mid- 
fummer 1729 to MHidſummer 17 32, . 
* the N Medium — 4 wy 1,238,902 1 
For the three Vears of the War, 
from Midſummer 1709, to Midſum- 
mer 1712, being the only Years af- 
ter the additional 33 d. is upon the 


Medium — 8 N —— 3 o8 03 
The annual Increaſe of Exciſe 

fince the War .. 341,239 18 10 
Ditto, the Cuſtoms “ 543,073 o 09 
| Tot 884,312 18 10 


TRE Increaſe of the” Duties of Coffee, Tea, and Cho- 
$* colate, even by turning them into the Exciſe, was 
« reckon'd at 160,000 l. a Year;- and yet there was a 
great Increaſe upon them before that Alteration, ſince the 
End of the late War, 

'< TytRE are many other Branches of the Revenues 
* which are likewiſe greatly increaſed fince the War ; but it 
is unneceſſary, and indeed impraQticable to be very minute 
* here. Enough hath been ſaid to ſnew, that the whole 
« Sinking Fund is now, within a Trifle, compoſed of no- 
< thing but the Increaſe of Duties, ſince the laſt War.“ And 
then the Writer proceeds to ſhew, that by our engaging in 
a War, the h Fund might produce little or no- 
s thing.“ | 

- HERE then our trading Patriots expreſly grant, that 
near the Amount of the whole Sinking F uno, Is | compoſed 


of 


2... © | 
of nothing but the Increaſe of Duties ſince the laſt War; 


and that had we engaged in a freſh, the ſame Annuity 


would have been loſt to the National Revenue. What then, 
IJ aſk, muſt have been the real Loſs to Traders in general, 
was the publick Revenue to fink to ſuch a Degree? Muſt 
not a proportional Stock be drawn out of Trade, by Im- 
porters, Traders, and Manufacturers in general, to occaſion 


ſo great a Fall in the Duties? And muſt not every Claſs of 


Traders, from the Merchant to the loweſt Retailer, have 
felt the deplorable Effects hereof ? | 

Fon fo conſiderable an Increaſe in the Revenue ſince 
the War, we. will fuppoſe the annual Gain of Traders 
in general, comprehending every Claſs.depending thereupon 
to the Conſumer, to be no more than the Addition ac- 
knowledged to have ariſen in the publick Revenue; which 
I am apr to think, no one who conſiders the Matter rightly, 
will imagine the numerous Body of Traders in England, 
thro' whoſe Hands ſuch a Capital muſt circulate in Conſe- 
quence thereof, can poſſibly ſupport themſelves in the Man- 
ner they do, were not their Gains far more conſiderable, 
However, that I may not be thought to exaggerate the 
Matter to anſwer other Views than thoſe of the Publick 


Intereſts, I ſhall ſuppoſe their annual Profits no more than 


an Annuity of the like Sum with the Revenue : If then we 
eſtimate ſuch an annual Gain to the trading Body for ten 
Years only, the Time before obferved we might very rea- 
ſonably be imagined to have been engaged in Wars, had our 
Miniſters not laboured to prevent them, it will amount to 
no leſs a Sum than Fourteen Millions four hundred and 


| ſeven thouſand three hundred and twenty-eight Pounds; 


and this round Sum at leaſt we have all imaginable Reaſon 
to think the Conduct of our Miniſters have really ſaved to 
the Trading Intereſt of theſe Kingdoms, by wiſely re- 
ſtraining that warlike Spirit ſo natural to the People of 
England. | 

No are ſo many Millions the only Advantage that has 
aroſe to the Trading Intereſt by our pacifick Forbearance. 
For had we engaged in Wars, muſt there not have been a 
very conſiderable annual Addition made to the National 
Revenue to what has been? And muſt not the Trading, as 
well as Landed Intereſt, have born their Proportion, how- 
ever unable either would have been to have ſupported the 
Burthen ? If we conſider the large Revenues of our neigh- 
bour Nations, the low Value of Money, and high Price of 


Things, we cannot be led to imagine, that leſs than a Sum 
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of 500,000 J. per Ann. could have been levied extraordinary 


upon the Trading Part of the Kingdom. For what will 


avail Four Shillings in the Pound on Land, and the Malt 
Tax, which produce together, as we now call it, 2,750,000 l. 


when making only occaſional Preparation to give Weight 
to our Negotiations, the current Service has amounted to 


about 3, 300, ooo J. raiſed by the Application of the Sinking 
Fund, and anticipating Duties on Trade? But if the Sink- 


ing Fund is annihilated by War, as the Enemies of our 
Peace, it muſt be remembered, have granted, can we ſup- 
poſe that leſs than an additional Burthen of Half a Million 
per Annum, at a Medium, more than has been levied upon 


Trade, muſt ſome how have been ſo? Every Man who 


well conſiders this Matter, will know this muſt be greatly 
under- rated. However, we ſhall eſtimate the Proportion 
of the Trading Intereſt at no more. And this only for ten 
Years as before, will amount to upwards of ſix Millions of 
Money; which, at leaſt, has moſt certainly been ſaved to 
Traders in general, by preferring Treaty to War So that 


what with the Loſſes of Traders in general, together with 


the additional Load of Taxes that muſt have been levied 
upon them, and when they were the leaſt able to bcar it, to 
ſupport a War, the Trading Intereſt would have been 
Loſers no leſs than upwards of tv,enty Millions of Pounds 
Sterling. 4 x 

As the Intereſt of Trade cannot be promoted, but that. 
of Land muſt neceſſarily be ſo likewiſe ; ſo neither can that 
of Land be advanced, but Trade muſt feel the happy Effects 
of it. For the greater is the ſaving to the Landed Gentle- 
man, will he not be the better enabled to ſpend for the gene- 
ral Advancement of Trade and Navigation? If we compare 
the Expence of the Landed Intereſt during the Power of the 
preſent Miniſtry, with what it was during the laſt War, 
and which could not. have been annually leſs, had we en- 
gaged in a freſh one, we ſhall find that no leſs a Sum has 


been ſaved to that great Body likewiſe, than about Eight 
hundred thouſand Pounds per Ann. at a Medium; which, 


upon Calculation again, for the Term of twelve Years, 
their Savings will amount to above nine Million and a half, 
And whether the Traders of Great-Britain in general, have 
not reaped a proportional Advantage from this great Eaſe 
given to the Landed Part of this Nation, will, 1 ſuppoſe, 
be queſtioned by none. | 
HERE then our general Reaſoning is reducible to ſome 
ſatisfactory Point; whereby it appears, and this from the 
I En one very 


+ 
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28 of the Enemies of the Miniſtry themſelves, 


that thoſe Meaſures they have ſo wickedly condemned and 
ſatirized, have ſaved near Thirty Millions of Money to the 
Kingdom in ee, and above Twenty thereof has been 
meerly to the Intereſts of Frade and Navigation. 

Tno' the Revenues from whence this Calculate is made, 
ariſe chiefly ſrom our Imports, that Conſideration will no 
Way invalidate the Foundation of our Eſtimate. For are 
not the native and ſtable Commodities of each Country the 
great Baſis of Foreign Traffick ? As Nations have nothing 
elſe at firſt, wherewith to begin Trade, but its native Com- 


- modities, ſo neither can it be continued but by a conſtant 


mutual Exchange thereof. 


Ou Imports then are the Produce of our Exports; and 
from this Touch-ſtone, may we not form a good Judg- 


ment of our Exports? And when we have every deſirable 


Criterion, whereby to determine that our Sales to Foreigners 
exceed our Purchaſes of them, this is all that is needful to 
be conſidered, either with Regard to the Gain of the Na- 
tion, or the Merchant. It is not magnifying our Exports, 
or diminiſhing our Imports, by comparative and ſuperlative 
Words, that ſerve any other Purpoſe than to amuſe the 
Ignorant. The Ballance is the only Thing that determines 
the national Profit or Loſs. Whether the Nation gains, 
or no, by particular Imports, the Merchant, and all ſubor- 
dinate Traders, will ceaſe to traffick in ſuch Commodities, 
when they ceaſe to gain. And if a great Declenfion hap- 


pens in our Imports, may we not preſume our Exports are 


proportionably affected? Foreigners will ſoon be unable to 
buy of us, if we decline buying of them. Is not therefore 


the Increaſe, or Diminution, of the Revenue, ariſing from 


Trade, a good Medium, whereby to judge of the national 
Profit and Loſs, as of that likewiſe of private Traders in 
general? But the Authority of our Miniſtry-Hunters them- 
ſelves, juſtify me in what J have argued from the Revenues; 
and being founded on their own Principles, with what 


Grace can they attempt to invalidate it ? 


As Europe was neither in a State of War nor Peace, till 
the Ratification of the laſt Treaty of Vienna, ſo her Ex- 
Fence in general muſt be between both. And has not that 
of Great-Britain in particular been ſo? Our Expence has 
not been ſo ſmall as a State of Tranquillity would admit of, 
nor ſo great, as a State of War would have demanded, 
Have we not Demonſtration of this from the State of the 
Revenues of _thoſe Powers lately engaged in Wars, the 

ny e Emperor, 


Emperor, France, Spain; and ſince, Ruſſia, the Porte, and 
the Emperor again? Have not theſe States therefore, who 
wiſely kept out of thoſe Wars, ſaved many Millions more 
than thoſe who have engaged in them ? If this was the Caſe, 
at the Times I am ſpeaking of, and that it was, and is fo 
ftill, is notorious to the whole World, was it not the Caſe 
*heretofore ? And will not this likewiſe confirm the Juſtneſs 
and Veracity of my preceding Calculations? Did not the 
Britiſb Merchant, and Farmer, c. reap ſuch Advantages 
by our Neutrality that ought never to be forgot? 

So happily have the Affairs of Great Britain been con- 
ducted, that the general Expence of the Nation has not 
only been for the Protection and Support of our Trade and 

Navigation, but in a Way the moſt for the Intereſts of 
Traders in general. For have not our very Expences been 
beneficial to the Britiſb Farmer and Grazier, to the Builder 

and Manufacturer: An Expence which ſends no Money 
abroad, but prevents its Stagnation at home, by circulating 
it from one hand to another; and by giving Spirit to our 

Domeſtick, muſt it not be of equal Benefit to our Foreign 
Commerce, as Things are now conſtituted ? | | 
Noz is the Trading Intereſt indebted to the Miniſtry 

only for protecting and preſerving the Commerce of this 

Nation, in a Manner moſt generally beneficial to them ; 
but they are beholden to them for many additional Rights 
and Privileges ; fuch as indicate the higheſt Regard to the 
'Tntereſt of Merchants, and the tendereſt Concern for their 
Liberties, even in Foreign Nations: I allude to the Treaty 

made with the Muſcovites, ſubſequent to the Treaty of 

Peace concluded at Vienna. 3 85 

BEFORE this Treaty was made, the Engliſb Merchants 
5 Jaboured under great Difficulties in that Part of the World; 
and are not their Principals in England injured by the Hard- 
ſhips and Misfortunes of their Factors? Till this Treaty 
took Place, no Engliſhman could leave Ruſſia to travel 
among his Foreign Correſpondents, to extend his Credit, 
without being liable to intolerable Oppreſſions: They were 
never allowed. to depart the Empire, without conſiderable 
Security firſt given, to anſwer all Demands in their Ab- 
fence : At which Time the Ruſſian Officers of the Chan- 
celleries ever took Advantage, made exorbitant, tho' ground- 
lefs Demands of the Security, and extorted large Premiums 

at their Will. Upon Noncompliance, the Security were 
liable to be ſeized, and inſulted by Soldiers, their Ware- 
houſes arreſted, and their Effects ſealed and deſtrained, on 
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moſt frivolous Pretence. . If they appealed to a ſuperior 
ower, they ſeldom were redreſſed: If they were, the legal 


Oppreſſion was rather worſe than the arbitrary one. By the 


Treaty of Commerce now ſubſiſting, this Grievance is re- 
dreſſed: Thereby is renewed and confirmed to the Engli/h, 
an Order of State, granted by Peter the Great, circum- 
ſcribing the Power of all the Offices and Courts of Ruſſia, 
relative to mercantile Affairs; whereby all arbitrary Pro- 
ceedings are avoided, and thoſe Diſputes between the Em- 


fire and the Engliſh Merchant determined by Merchants 
| themſelves, and others converſant in their Uſages. 


HERE E V, likewiſe, the Britiſb Merchant has the Privi- 
lege of purchaling Houſes in any Part of St. Petersburg, in 
any Place in the Slabode of Moſcow ; and theſe are exempted 
from the Cuſtom of quartering Soldiers on their Houſes ; to 
which, till this Treaty took Place, all were liable. For 
tho Peter the Great, always indulgent to Foreigners, 


uſually relieved particular Perſons on Complaint, yet their 


Relief was but ſhort-lived ; the Evil returned on ſhifting 
the Regiment. The Expence of ſupplying Soldiers with 
Fire-wood and Candle, in fo Northern a Clime, tho' a con- 
ſiderable Article in this Grievance, is no way to be com- 
pared to that of the Danger Merchant's Houſes and Papers 
were in of being deſtoroyed, from the Cuſtom of the Ruſſian 


Soldiers baking their Bread, and dreſſing their Proviſions in 


their Quarters, nothing being more frequent than for Houſes 
to be ſet on Fire on theſe Occaſions; from the Cauſe of 
which Accidents the Court of Great Britain has now hap- 
pily freed its Merchants. | 

| Tre greateſt Diſcouragement to this Branch of Trade, 
was the great Loſſes that have been ſuſtained there, by the 
bad Debts made with the Natives; againſt which no Remedy 
was provided, till done by this Treaty. "Thoſe experienced 
in the Ruſſia Trade, know that the Subjects of Ruſſia, who 
take off the Bulk of our Commodities, are not the Reſidents 
of Petersburg, but Inhabitants of many different and diſtant 
Cities and Provinces of the Empire; from whence they re- 
pair to Petersburg yearly, buy up the Britiſh Manufacture 
on Credit, and return to their reſpective Homes for their 
Sale for Conſumption. At the Time of Payment they are 
expected to return to Petersburg, either with the Produce of 
their different Countries, or with Money wherewith to diſ- 


charge their Debts. But the great Diſtance of their Abode 


has too frequently tempted them to play Tricks with our 
Engliſb Merchants; they have declined coming to Market 7 
? wo = uſual] 
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| „ 
uſual with their Returns, either having given over Trade, 
or ſending their Goods privily for Sale under other Perſons 
Names to prevent Attachment: And thus have our Mer- 
chants ſuffered very extraordinary Loſſes, to the great Diſ- 
eouragement of our Exportation. At preſent theſe Incon- 
veniencies are prevented; which gives freſh Vigour to that 
Trade, All the Engliſb Merchant has to do in Caſe of 
the like Knavery from the Natives, is to apply to the College 
of Commerce, give in ſufficient Evidence of the Debt, and 
they immediately ſummon the Debtor from the remoteſt 
Parts of the Country. If he does not appear upon the third 
l. Summons, an Execution of Body and Goods is directly 
granted, and he never can again appear with Safety, in any 
Part of the Empire: than which nothing can be a greater 
e to the Property of our Engliſb Merchants, nor at 
eaſter Expence. 75 oi | I 
THE new Channel of Trade that is likely to be cut out 
by this Treaty from Ruſſia to Perſia, is judged to afford no 
inconſiderable Proſpect of Advantage to the Engliſb Mer- 
' chant; nor is it to be doubted but we ſhall experience the 
Benefit of it. There are many other Articles beſides, 
which ſhew how our the Eaſe and Intereſt of our Traders 
have been conſulted ; but I ſhall not minutely particulariſe 
them: Nor ſhould I have faid ſo much as I have done, had 
I not obſerved the Benefits of this Treaty were not ſo gene- 
rally underſtood as could be wiſhed ; and that ſo much Pains 
is daily taken to miſrepreſent every Meaſure that regards the 
general Advancement of Trade. | | 
As then the Intereſts of Trade have been fo ſteadily pur- 
ſued, what Reaſon have we to believe they have, or will be 
deſerted in the preſent Negociation with Spain? The Cauſe 
of "Trade, and our plundered Merchants, is ſonorous and 
alarming, and ſoon raiſes a temporary Ferment ; but do you 
think, Gentlemen, that thoſe who have raiſed it, mean 
your Intereſt, and their own? Will a War at the preſent 
Juncture advance your Trade and Navigation? Read over 
with Candor and Impartiality that excellent Diſcourſe juſt 
publiſhed, called The Grand Queſtion, Whether War, or no, 
with Spain, &c. and then ſee with your own Eyes, and 
your own Underſtandings; not with thoſe whoſe Intereſt 
you know it is to deceive you .and the whole Nation. It is 
there unanſwerably proved, that it is as little the Intereſts of 
Traders, as of the Nation, to hurry Britain into a War 
with Spain; that the deluded Citizens, who are now ſo hot 
for a War, would be amongſt the forwardeſt to cry out 
| againſt 
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agfinſt it, and would be copious in ſetting forth the Mif- - 
chiefs of an ineffeCtual and ruinous War, as one with Spain 
now is, and- be impatient for a Peace upon almoſt any 
Terms. 5 | {170 | | 
Dip the Voice of Traders always point out the national 
Intereſt of Trade, that certainly ought to govern. But 
how repugnant and contradictory are the very Sentiments of 
Traders themſelves, upon Matters relating to Commerce? 


Where the private Intereſt of particular Merchants claſh, 


Whoſe Voice is to be regarded? Don't we find the Senſe of 
the Hamburgh Merchant againſt the Iriſb Merchant; one 
Merchant for the Sail Cloth Bill, another againſt» it; the 
Spaniſh Merchant againſt the J/2/#- India one, and the like? 
It is not the Senſe therefore of this Merchant, nor the other, 


that is to direct the Councils of a trading Nation; it is not 


the Cauſe of the landed Man, the money'd Man, or the 
Trader, that is to govern ; it is the general Intereſts of the 
whole muſt prevail ſuitable to the Circumſtances of Things; 
and ſuch is our Caſe at preſent, that the Intereſts of Trade 
require Traders rather to ſtrengthen the Hands of their belt 
Friends, than weaken them by their groundleſs Diſſatisfac- 


tion; rather give Weight to the Negotiations of their Sove- 


reign, to bring about an honourable- Peace without a War, 
than to force him into one contrary to the Intereſt of Trade 
and Navigation. For what Reaſon can Traders have to be- 
lieve from the Meaſures that have been taken, that the In- 
tereſts of Commerce will be neglected in future any more 
than hitherto they have been? Does not the very Baſis and 
Foundation of the Convention, concluded between his 
Britannick and Catholick Majeſty, aſſure us Security and 
Protection for our future Trade to our Colonies in America? 
Can any cool-headed Man read over the Preamble to this 


Preliminary Treaty, without being convinced that an abſo- 


lute Security is intended by the Definitive Treaty? It is 


there ſaid, as ſtrongly as Language can convey it, © that 


< whereas our Differences have arifen on Account of Viſit- 
ing; Searching, and Taking of Veſſels, the Seizing of 
Effects, and other Grievances alledged on each Side, &c. 
< which Differences are of ſo ſerious, and ſuch a Nature, 
© that if Care be not taken to put an entire Stop to them 


for the preſent, and to prevent them for the future, they 


might occaſion an open Rupture between the two Crowns.” 

Can any Thing be more intelligible, and explicit, than that 

an abſolute future Security for our Trade and Navigation is 

intended in the concluſive Treaty? How can it enter _ 
* 


10 (itte) 
Wl. | the Head of any Man; from the Peruſal of the Convention, 
11 0 to imagine otherwiſe? As an Earneſt of the ſincere, and 
i = honourable Intentions of his Catholick Majeſty, to agree to 
Will all ſuch reaſonable Meaſures as ſhall effectually ſecure our 
| | Trade, and prevent an open Rupture between the two 
1 Crowns ; has he not, by this Convention, come to a final 
111048 Balance of Accounts between the two Nations, and to a 
1 | liquited Sum ſoon to be paid to our trading Sufferers ? Is not 
IA | this Acknowledgment that the Subjects of England have 
; [ih | been injured, and that they ſhall not only be righted, but 
106106 | ſecured in their future Navigation, evident from the Tenor 
N of the whole Convention? 85 
1 | _ How, and in what manner, this future Security is to be 
10 given us indeed is not therein declared. But that it ſhall be 
i a ſatisfactory one, we have no Reaſon to doubt; for if it is 
TW ji not, does not the ſame Convention, in effect, declare, that 
| bi wee muſt come to an open Rupture, and that nothing: can 
ai. prevent it? But as it is there further faid, © that the King of 
© Great Britain, and the King of Spain, having nothing ſo 
much at heart as to preſerve and corroborate the good 
| © Underſtanding, which has fo happily ſubſiſted, have we 
| - mot all the Reaſon in the World to think, that Spain will 
not force us to an open Rupture, but will grant us ſuch a 
future Security as we cannot object againſt? What can 
Gentlemen mean therefore, by attempting to raiſe a general 
5 Infatuation in the Nation, under Pretence that our Trade 
to America will not be ſecured? Sure they can mean nothing 
þ elſe but to defeat firſt the Preliminary Treaty, which has 
i aſſured us of Security, to the End that they may effectually 
itil prevent that very Security they pretend to have ſo much at 
i Heart. Here then the Scene of Iniquity opens; for all- 
| Accounts being now finally adjuſted between Britain and 
| Spain, and a Sum ſtipulated to be paid for the Balance 
due to us, theſe Patriots forefaw that nothing could obſtruct 
our future Security; and therefore there was no way left for 
them to prevent it, but by condemning that Convention, 
which has given us ſuch expreſs Aſſurance of it. This is 
the great Defect of the Convention: All Accounts and 
Differences that have for many Years ſubſiſted between 
England and Spain are happily ſettled; and upon ſuch Terms 
as England, conſiſtent with her Intereſt and Honour, could 
not except againſt. For will any Man ſay, that it is more 
for the Intereſt of Great Britain to go into a War with 
Spain, than agree in the ſettling of Accounts between us, 
to the juſt Claims that Spain had upon England by Treaty - 
| | | 8 1 
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And what is granted to that Crown but to which Treaty 


gives them an undoubted Right? Does not the Honour of 


the Nation oblige us to act conſiſtent with our Treaties ? 
Would not thoſe Miniſters have been the greateſt Enemies 
to their Country, who ſhould have adviſed his Majeſty to 
pay no Regard to Treaties, and therefore rather than make 


juſt Satisfaction to the Crown of Spain, for the Deſtruction 


of the Fleet in 1718, to plunge Angland into a War, and 
that with a Nation it is moſt for our Intereſt to be at Peace 
with? But what Satisfaction is 60, ooo J. to the Crown of 
Spain for the Loſs of their Fleet? Muſt not every Man of 
Candor and Impartiality allow, that this was a very eaſy: 
Compromiſe of a Debt of at leaſt 300, ooo l. Had our 
Miniſters therefore broke off treating- with Spain, when 
his Catholick Majeſty made ſo great a Condeſcention on his 


Side, by agreeing to ſuch a moderate Compoſition, ſhould 


we not have heard the loudeſt Exclamations againſt them? 
Would they not then have been condemned for not doing 


what they have now ſo prudently done? 


As we have agreed to the reaſonable Claims of Spain, ſo 
has his Catholiek Majeſty to thoſe of Great Britain. The 


Sum of 95, ooo J. is to be paid in London for the Benefit of 


our Trading Sufferers, and this within the Space of four 
Months from the Exchange of the Ratifications, or ſooner, 
if poſſible. Here is no Room for Evaſion or Chicane: The 
Sum, the Place, the Time, and that it ſhall be paid in 
Specie, to ſuch Perſons as his Majeſty ſhall appoint to receive 
it, are all diſtinctly ſettled. And in Juſtice to the King's 
Miniſters let it be obſerved, that Care is taken to have this 
Article ſtand clear of all the perplexed and voluminous Diſ- 


putes between the King of Spain and the South-Sea Com- 


pany ; his Demands on them are not to be transferred to 
the King or the Merchant, and accepted in Part of Pay- 
ment; the Engagement for the Payment of the ſtipulated 
Sum is abſolute, and fixed to a- certain Time at a ſhort 
Diſtance, Have not the Merchants therefore great Reaſon 


to thank the Miniſters for this Care of their Intereſts ; fince . 


had his Catholick Majeſty turned over his Demand upon the 
South-Sea Company, in Part of Payment, might not the 
Satisfaction they are to have, been a great way off before it 
is received ? But our Trading Patriots, it ſeems, are all of 
a ſudden grown very ſtrenuous Advocates for the Sauth- Sea 
Company; the Peace of the Nation is to be deſtroyed, all 
Treaty with Spazn dropt, till the Differences depending be- 
tween the King of Spain and that Corporation are finally 

adjuſted. 


6112) : 
adjuſted. Is the Sum of 68,000 /. of ſo much Importance 
to the South-Sea Company as Peace is to the Nation? Had 
his Britannick Majeſty broke with the King of Spain, 
meerly upon Account of the South-Sea Company, and in- 
volved the Nation in a War, would this have juſtified any 
Miniſter who ſhould have given ſuch Advice to his Majeſty ? 
Had this been the Caſe, ſhould we not have heard that the 
Intereſt of a trading Monopoly was preferred not only to 
the Relief of our Suffering Weſt-India Traders, but to the 
whole Trading Intereſt in general ? Would not the Terms, 
upon which his Catholick Majeſty offered to accommodate 
| our Differences, have then been repreſented in the moſt rea- 
ſonable Light; and the whole Nation alarmed, that the 
by - Miniſtry had ſacrificed the Peace of the Nation for the fake 
1 of a favourite excluſive Company? That this would cer- 
| tainly have been the Caſe. is beyond Queſtion, if we conſider 
the paſt Conduct of thoſe, who have ſo many Years laboured 
to deſtroy the beſt Friends to our Trade and Navigation. 
Does not every one know who has any Thing attended to 
| the Writings of theſe Gentlemen, that the South-Sea Com- 
| pany has ever been the Object pf their Hate? "Tho? to ſerve 
a preſent Turn, the Suſpenſion of the Aſſiento Contract till 
| the Differences between the King of Spain and the South- 
| | Sea Company are terminated, is reckoned a very great Hard- 
W {hip upon them; yet have not theſe Men, thro' the Tenour 
| of their Writings, ſhewed that this very Contract has not 
only been, highly prejudicial to the Intereſt of the Company, 
but alſo to the ds Trade to our American Colonies, re- 
i | preſenting from Time to Time their Violation of the 
| Aſſiento Contract? T7 =P 
TraArT the Good-will of thoſe Gentlemen towards the 
South-Sea Company may appear in a juſt Light, I beg leave 
to lay before you a few Points relating to the Aſſiento Trade, 
which they Lo very ſtrenuouſly and pathetically recom- 
mended to publick Conſideration “. | | 
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I. THAT Jamaica was in Poſſeſſion of a conſiderable 
Trade at the Time of the Eftabliſhment of the Aſſiento 
Company. 3 

2. THAT the Trade of that Iſland did formerly employ 
at leaſt 1500 Seamen, who are now chiefly removed to other 
Parts, for want of Encouragement, : ; 

3. THAT the Loſs of their Trade is owing, or generally 

thought to be owing, to the Management of that Com- 


pany; | 


* See Craſtsman, Vol. 3. 


(8:22 


pany j as appears not only by many cogent Arguments, but 
>, likewiſe by the Teſtimony of ſeveral Gentlemen of the 
n- a: ͤ 0 | | 
_ 4. THAT the Company's trading to Guinea hath been 
y? the Cauſe: of the Price of Negroes being conſiderably ad- 


vanced on that Coaſt, and conſequently of rendering them 
dearer to the Britiſb Planters - | 
5. THAT the Spaniards are ſupplied with all the choice 
pickt Negroes, and our own Planters with the worſt, which 
they refuſe. . = 
. THAT the Spaniards are really in want of Navigation 
and Seamen, and therefore in no Condition to import any 
conſiderable Quantity of Sugar, Tobacco, and ſuch like 
Commodities into 4 ; and conſequently that the Sout h- 
Sea Company's purchaſing thoſe Commodities, and bringing 
them to European Markets, muſt encourage them in making 
farther Improvements in thoſe Manufactures, to the mani- 
feſt Prejudice of the Britiſb Plantations. | 
F. THarT the Exerciſe of the Aſſiento Contract, in this 
Manner, is prejudicial not only to our Colonies in America, 
but to the Proprietors of the Szuth-Sea Company, and the 
Welfare of Great-Britain in general. | | 


In. other Parts of their occaſional Animadverſions, uy 
attempt to ſhew, that the large Quantities of Goods whic 
are ſhipt off for the Veſt-Indies, under borrowed Names, 
and re-exported in the Southᷣ- Sea Company's Veſſels, as well 
as what are ſent in their annual Ships, on private Accounts, 
are not only prejudicial to the Company's Trade, but have 
been of much greater Injury to them ; ſuch clandeſtine Prac- 
tices, being contrary to the expreſs Tenour and Condition 
of the Forty-ſecond Article of the Aſſiento Contract; that 
ſuch unwarrantable Practices are a Violation of the Con- 
tract, and not only injurious to the Company's Affairs, but 
deſtructive of the general Good of Trade; ſince the fair 
Spaniſh Merchant cannot poſſibly carry on his Commerce to 
any Advantage, while others have ſtocked the Markets in 
America with Goods, that neither pay Freight, Wages, &c. 

which have been borne by the Company, and conſequently 
can underſell them conſiderably, and engroſs the Trade to 
themſelves. N 

THAT the Difficulties and Delays which the South-Sea 
Company have met with, in obtaining from the Court of 
Spain their Schedulas for their annual Ships, have been owing 
to ſuch like Practices. 


THAT 


* 


| (134), 
Tur the Svuth-Sea Company have loſt conſiderabl by : 
their Trade in general, and that the Export of our W - 
len Manufactures are greatly digits, ſince they at- 
— , ⅛ pmeĩrĩ 888 Cond 3 
THarT ſuch Practices by the Aſſientiſts have obſtructed - 
the Tranquillity of Europe, by furniſhing the Spaniſb Court 
with plauſible Pretences for taking our Merchants Ships; 
and that hence great Riſques have been run of ſetting Europe 
in a Flame, and involving this Nation in an immenſe Pro- 
fuſion of Blood and Treaſure. + | | 
In ſhort, theſe Gentlemen have repreſented this Trade to 
have been the Cauſe of our Miſunderſtandings of late Vears 
with the Court of Spain ; and that Spain has really had ſuf- 
ficient Reaſon to break with us on this Account, If then 
there is any Truth in what theſe Gentlemen have diſ- 
covered; if the Aſſiento Trade has neither been beneficial 
to the Company, but deſtructive to the Trade of the "__ 
India Merchant, as well as the fair Spaniſb Merchant; it it 
has occaſioned frequent Miſunderſtandings between the 
Crowns of Britain and Spain, and only proved a Nur- 
ſery for Smuglers, and Interlopers; if theſe are Truths, 
what = we can be done, either to the Company, the eſt 
India Merchant, the Spaniſh Merchant, or national Com- 
merce in general, by 'a Suſpenſion of this Contract till 
Differences between the King of Spain and the Company 
are finally adjuſted? Had his Majeſty engaged in a War 
rather than agree to the Convention upon the Terms pro- 
poſed by the King of Spain, ſhould we not have had all 
theſe Particulars revived and enforced by popular Appeals to 
the People? That we engaged in a War only for the Sup- 


port of a Trade that 'was every way detrimental to the 
ation. | 


4 0 


Dros the whole then it appears that our Miniſtry muſt 
have been the greateſt Enemies to Trade, and little ac- 
quainted with the true Intereſts of their Country, had they 
adviſed his Majeſty to break off the Treaty with Spain, 
either on Account of the Suſpenſion of the Aſſiento for 
Negroes, till theſe perplexed Differences between his Catho- 
lick Majeſty and the South- Sea Company were adjuſted ; or 
on Account of the juſt Demands made by Spain for their 
Fleet we deſtroyed in the Mediterranean. How could the 
Miniſtry have been juſtified, had they plunged the Nation 
into a War, when the King of Spain agreed to make Satis- 
faction to the /2/t-India Merchants of 95,000 l. and within 
eight Months to conclude a definitive Treaty for the future 

7 2 | fy Security 
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(m5) . | 
Security of our American Navigation, provided we agreed 
to thoſe Conditions, which, on candid Examination, we 
find ſo highly reaſonable'? | | | 
I H#AvE now laid before you a ſuccinct Review of the 
paſt Conduct of our Miniſters, with reſpe&t to our Trade 
and- Navigation, And what ftill further confirms the Juſt- 
neſs and Veracity of what I have urged, is the general 
flouriſhing State of the Nation. If we compare our preſent 
with our former ſelves, have we not every Characteriſtick 
we can deſire to confirm the Truth of this? Does not the 
State of our Exports and Imports ſhew to Demonſtration, 
how greatly the general Trade of this Kingdom has ad- 
vanced ſince the late Wars? Do not the Encreaſe of our 
Shipping in general, the State of our Coinage, the Pro- 


fuſion of Plate in private Families, our Buildings, Jewels, 


and our Stock of all Sorts prove, that we have not carried 


on a loſing Trade; but by theſe Meaſures which have been 


rſued, the general Ballance is greatly in our Favour? If 
—— would ſpeculate a little, turn over their Courſes 
of Exchange between this Kingdom and other Nations, 
they will find this a Criterion that confirms the Truth of all 
the reſt. However ſmall the Profits upon Trade may now 
be to what they formerly were, this = will never ſay is 
owing to the Conduct of our Miniſters. No, it is the 
numerous European Competitors that have ſunk the Markets 
abroad, tho' the general Conſumption in the trading World 
certainly augments from the natural Encreaſe of People. 
Whatever Profits particular Traders may make, if our 
Trade and Shipping encreaſe, it is an infallible Indication 
that the Nation in general thrives. Unſpeakable Art has 

been uſed to prove the Nation to be in a declining Condi- 
tion from the Conduct of our Miniſtry. I muſt confeſs, 
nothing made an Impreſſion on me ſo much to the Disfavour 
of thoſe Gentlemen, who bave ſo induſtriouſſy laboured 
that Point. If the low Intereſt of Money, the flouriſhing 
State of Publick Credit, the high Price of Lands, our 
Encreaſe of Shipping, and of our Stock of all Sorts, as 
likewiſe the Augmentation of our Exports and Imports, as 
well as the numerous Encteaſe of wealthy Inhabitants in 
general, are not the ſure and indiſputable Signs of a proſ- 
perous Condition, may we not very reaſonably defire thoſe 
Gentlemen, who pretend to think otherwiſe, to point out 
what are ſo? Let them enumerate their infallible Sy mptoms 
of a rich and a thriving Nation; and then we ſhall ſee - 
whether Ertat-Britain is deſtitute of them? This they dare 


I 2 not 


not attempt; their late impotent Efforts,” and their ſhame- 
ful Retreat upon this Subject, ought to convince every Man 
of common Senſe that they themſelves are conſcious of being 
engaged in a bad Cauſe, from which with Honour they can 
never recede ; and therefore will doubtleſs purſue it to the 
End. Nothing has been of greater Advantage to the 
national Commerce of Great Britain, than the Reſtoration 
and Preſervation of publick Credit: And for this, the Tra- 
ding Intereſt is only indebted: to the Man whom they have 
been taught to vilify and defame ; whoſe Adminiſtration has 
prevented the Days of 40 per Cent. being to be got between 
the Exchange and the Exchequer. Has not ſuch Meaſures 
thrown a larger Capital into Commerce in general, whereby 
our Rival Neighbours have been defeated in all their At- 
tempts againſt the Trade of Old England they ſo greatly 
envy ? Our Condition is not ſo bad, that we have Occaſion 
to dread the Conſequences of a War, ſhofild we not be able 
to prevent it. The Effects of the Meaſures that have been 
purſued, have rendered our Debts and Incumbrances eaſy 
and tolerable : That ſteady Conduct which has ſupported 
our Credit, has rendered our very Debts a kind of quick, 
live Stock, circulating by the great Power of Paper Credit, 
thro” all the Channels of our extended Trafficx. As Wars 
muſt have rendered our national Debts, as it were, an Iſſue 
of Blood, which muſt gradually have waſted and emaciated 
the, Body Politick, fo Peace has given them a quite contrary 
Effect; and inſtead of throwing us into a Conſumption, 
have contributed to the Health and Vigour of our Conſti- 
tution, But our Debts, our Revenues, and their Applica- 
tion, have been equally miſrepreſented with the State of our 
Trade, and the Nation ſhockingly impoſed upon, and de- 
. ceived, with regard to the general Conduct of our Mini- 
ſters. Has not the Enquiry into the Conduct of our Do- 
meſtick Affairs, a remarkable Production of the Enemies of 
our Proſperity, been demonſtrated to be full of nought but 
the moſt ſhameful Falſhoods, Lies, and Miſrepreſentations? 
And this from Figures, Facts, and Acts of Parliament? 
Every Man who has carefully attended to the Controverſy 
upon our Debts, Funds, and Revenues, for many Years paſt, 
cannot be inſenſible what falſe Lights have been given to the 
Money Affairs of this Nation; what Artifice, Dexterity, 
and Finefle, have been practiſed to miſzuide the People of 
England in Matters of this perplexed and intricate Nature. 
No Claſs of the Community have been ſo much impoſed 
on as the Trading Part of the Kingdom; and, 83 
. e ore 


(17) 
before I conclude, I only beg leave to recommend to you 
the Obſervation of a great Philoſopher and Politician. * If 
ever, ſays he, the Enghh would attain to the Maſtery of 
Commerce, not only in Diſcourſe, but Reality, they 
© muſt do it by their Tra as well as by their Swords : 
„ Unleſs this be done, they will in vain be victorious; at 
© the End of their Wars 0 cool again, and loſe all the 
Fruits of their Valour. The Arts of Peace, and their 
Improvements in Manufacture and Inventions of every 
© kind, muſt proceed in equal Steps with the Succeſs of their 
Arms: The Works of our Citizens, our Plowmen, our 
Gardeners, our Woodmen, our Fiſhers, our Diggers in 
Mines, Sc. muſt be equally advanced with the Triumphs 
© of bur Fleets, or elſe their Blood will be ſhed in vain ; 
© they will ſoon return to the ſame Poverty and want of 
Trade which they ſtrove to avoid.” 
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E are a trading Nation, and whatever affects our 
Trade is our neareſt Concern, and ought to be 
BS our principal Care. . Zo 
Z OF all the Branches of our Commerce, that 
to our own Colonies is the moſt valuable upon 
many Accounts. If I am rightly informed, it is by that 
alone we are enabled now to carry of the reſt. And as it is 
the moſt uſeful to us, ſo, for many Reaſons, it naturally 
ought to be the moſt ſecure. Foreign Markets may be loſt 
or ſpoilt by various Accidents; Other Nations may get in, 
and carry Commodities, that may be- preferred to ours; or 
by working cheaper, may be able perhaps to underſell us 
there. And by theſe Means I am afraid we have found our 
Trade decline conſiderably in many Parts of the World: 
But in our own Plantations nothing of this can happen. 
The Trade we have there is engroſt by ourſelves ; all other 
Nations are excluded from it, and we carry it on under ſuch 
Regulations as are moſt for our Advantage. In conſequence 
of which, it is the Nurſery of our Seamen, the Support of 
our Navigation, and the Life of our Manufacturers. | 
Bur of late Years our Merchants paſſing to and from 
our Colonies have been ſtopt, examined, 1 my 
| "RP a uſe 


nt. 


Depredations themſelves. "They pretend that every Ship, 
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abuſed by the Spaniards, our Ships confiſcated, and our Sea- 
men enſlaved ; ſo that the Navigation thither is become ſo 
dangerous, that if an effectual Stop be not ſoon put to theſe 


Practices, this moſt beneficial Commerce will be utterly loſt. 


The original Source of them is a Right of Sovereignty 
which the Spaniards arrogate to themſelves in the American 


Seas; a Claim that has always been treated with Derifion 
and Scorn, by every Power in Europe, and particularly by 

us, Who were really Maſters of thoſe Seas, from the glorious 

Reign of Queen Elizabeth, down to the weak one of King 
Charles the Second. And this Claim of Spain is ſtill fo far 
from being owned by us, that tho? it be a ſecret. Motive, 
they have not yet had the Inſolence to avow it openly as the 


Cauſe of their Proceedings. But they treat every Britiſb 


Ship, which they are able to maſter, as if the failing only 
in thoſe Seas was a ſufficient Cauſe of Confiſcation. They 


| have ſeized and condemned outward-bound Ships, above a 
hundred Leagues from any Shore, without any Pretence at 


all; and where they are graciouſly pleaſed to aſſign Pretences 
for their Depredations, thoſe Pretences. are worſe. than the 


which has Logwood, Cocoa-Nuts,. or Pieces of Eight 


aboard, is lawful Prize. Now two. of, theſe grow in our 
own Colonies; and the South-Sea Company, by the Afﬀento 


Contract, furniſh the Spaniards with Negroes, which they 
pay for in Pieces of Eight; and as the principal Market for 
theſe Negroes is Famaica, this occaſions the circulating a 
great deal of that Specie there. So that we might with full 
as good Reaſon ſtop the Ships of Spain in their. Paſſage by 
Jamaica, or our other Plantations, and confiſcate them 


formally, if we find aboard of them either Logwood, Cocoa- 


Nuts, or Pieces of Eight: For this will juſt as well prove, 
that they have been trading with our - Colonies, / as our 
having ſuch Goods aboard, can prove that we have been 
trading with theirs. And their Manner. of Trial is a 
Mockery of Juſtice, which would be highly ridiculous, if 


the Effects of it were not fo terrible. The Cauſe is tried in 


their own Courts in America, a Spaniſh. Advocate is to plead 
for our Merchants, and the Judges themſelves almoſt al- 
ways ſhare in the Prize. The Conſequence of this is, 
that every Ship which is taken by them muſt be confiſ- 
cated. £1 | - 

Bur ſuppoſing, for Arguments ſake, that all thoſe Spe- 
cies of Goods upon which Sentence is paſt by this moſt righ- 
teous Judicature, were undeniable Proofs of an illicit 

5 1 Trade, 


* 


(6120) 
Trade, on what Ground of the Law of Nations, or by what 
Article of any Treaty, have the Spaniards a Right to ſtop 
or ſearch our Ships at all? Where a general Trade is allow- 
ed, one Species of Goods may be prohibited; as, for In- 
ſtance, Wool, or Fuller's-Earth; and the exporting it may 
be highly penal: But did this Country ever pretend, when 
her Naval Power was at the Height, to ſtop Ships out at 
Sea, in order to ſearch whether ſuch Commodities were a- 

' board? Would the little Republick of Genoa endure our do- 
ing it? Could any thing leſs than a Conqueſt bring her to 
ſubmit to it? But the doing of it in America is much leſs de- 
fenſible. For where no general Trade is allowed, no one 
particular Species of Goods can be more prohibited than an- 
other, and the Searching there has no Object at all, and 

no Foundation in Reaſon. All the Rules therefore laid 
down in the Treaty of 1667, between England and Spain, 
concerning the Method of Searching for prohibited Goods, 
are plainly confined to Europe, where a general Trade is 
allowed, and have no relation to America, where all Trade 
is forbid. For in the one Caſe they may be neceſſary, but 
in the other they muſt be uſeleſs. ad it is much to be 
wiſhed,that this moſt manifeſt Diſtinction had been better un- 
derſtood by our Miniſters in their treating with Spain; and 
that, by inſiſting on Articles which are not to our Purpoſe, 
they had not weakened thoſe by which our Rights are ſecur- 
ed. The Ground on which thoſe Rights ſtand is the Law 
of Nations, which eſtabliſhes a Freedom of Navigation to all, 
and conſiders the Sea as an univerſal Benefit, not a particu- © 
lar Property. or Dominion of one. There is no Nation ſo 
powerful, none ſo proud in the World, as directly to deny 
this Maxim; there is none fo weak, none ſo abject, as to give 
it up. We have been ſo far from departing from it by 
Treaty, that in all thoſe we have made concerning Amer:- 
ca, it is expreſsly ſtipulated, and indubitably confirmed, par- 
ticularly in that of 1690 ; which declares, that the Freedom 
of Navigation ought by no manner of Means to be inter- 
rupted, and makes no other Exception to this general Rule, 
than a reciprocal. Prohibition to both Nations in America, 
to come into the Ports and Havens of the others to trade 
there; for in Caſes of Diſtreſs, or Neceſſity, the fame Trea- 
ty allows, that they may come into them, and ought to be 
kindly received. As to our failing near their Coaſts, it is 
not only permitted, but it is of*abſolute' Neceſſity in the 
Courſe of our Voyage to and from our own Plantations in 
America : How near we ſhall go to them, it is a” to 
» ; 7 8 x, 
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3 fix, becauſe It depends upon Circumſtances we cannot com- 
mand, as Winds and Fides; but very near we muſt go 
frequently; and they reciprocally muſt go near to ours. 


No Treaty therefore has ever ſettled any Bounds, except 


the Ports and Havens of either Crown in America, within 


which it ſhall not be lawful to fail ; nor can they be ſettled, 


ſo as not to be liable to infinite Difficulties, and - endleſs 
. Chicane.. . 


IT remains then certain, that in Reaſon, and Juſtice, by 


the Law of Nations, and by all our Treaties, the Way to 
and from our own Dominions in America, is as free as 


the Paſſage between London and Briſtol, and that Spain has 
no more Right to ſtop and ſearch our Ships in the Seas of 
America, than in the Britiſb Channel. | 


IN DEEP this Practice of Searching is ſo very inexcuſa- 
ble, that it cannot be ſupported upon any Notion of Right. 


Nothing can warrant it but ſuperior Force, and the famous 
Argument of Brennus, Ve Victis! All Sorts of Miſchiefs 
mult ariſe from admitting it, or from merely ſuffering it, 


as we have ſadly experienced, and no one Inconvenience can 


attend its being denied. Were our Ships found trading in 
the Spaniſb Ports and Havens themſelves, even in that Caſe, 


though they ought to be confiſcated, it is a great Abſur- 


dity to ſuppoſe they ſhould be ſearched. For as the Ship 


and Cargo, be it what it will, is forfeited by our being 


there, without Diſtreſs or Neceſſity, to what intent or pur- 
poſe is a ſearch to be made after any erare Species we 
r 


may have aboard? But upon this Pretence to ſtop our 
Ships on the High Seas, is to inſult our Underſtanding, and 
deſpiſe our Power, as well as to infringe our Rights, and to 


deſtroy our Trade. | 


'Tavs for ſome Years Things have gone on from bad 
to worſe, England complaining and remonſtrating, Sparn 
chicaning and inſulting ; Satisfaction ſometimes refuſed, 
ſometimes promiſed, never given: Our Negotiations and 
our Loſſes always continuing, and encreaſing almoſt in 
the ſame Proportion: At laſt our Merchants, weary of 
theſe uſeleſs Methods, applied a third time to Parliament, and 
petitioned there for Redreſs. In the Courſe of their Ex- 
amination it appeared too plain, that we had been treated 
by Spain with the utmoſt Injuſtice, the utmoſt Barbarity, 
and the utmoſt Contempt: And that no one effectual 
Step had been taken to procure Reparation of our Loſſes, Sa- 
tisfaction to our Honour, or Security for our Trade. It 


appeared indeed, that as far as writing would go, our Mini- 


WH firy had tried to put a ſtop to theſe Inſults. They had ſpa- 
N _zed no Pains, they had ſpared no Paper. Memorials, Re- 
WW . - prefentations to the Court of Spain had been as frequent, 
0 1 . thence, in behalf of our Merchants, to the Spaniſb Tribu- 
i | uh mak, and Governors in America. Neither produced any 
1 i 10 Effect, but to ercreaſe the Depredations, augment our Suf- 

j! 9 i ſerings, and amufe the Sufferers. Nay, though in Conſe- 
\l ö 1 quence of a Treaty with Spain, in which we ſerved her 

il 1 7 7 1 1 | 

[i | more perhaps than we could juſtify, Commiſſaries were ap- 


pointed to adjuſt theſe Differences, and obtain Reſtitution 
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for our Loſſes, as a Return for Favours received; though 
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. they continued negotiating for ſome Years in Spain, though 
WW much was promiſed from this Commiſſion, yet it does not 
119 appear, that any Rody got by it batte Commiſlries dear 
WI {elves l | | 
j Wi _- Upon the Proof of all this, it was the Senſe of Parlia- 
\| | 0 ment, that more effectual Meaſures ought to be purſued. 
M And to enable his Majeſty to take them, great Supplies were 
e 6 ? . / 
N veted, great Armaments made; the whole Nation expect; 
1 ed, and deſired a War, if ſuch a Peace could not be gain- 
. 1 ed, as would retrieve our Honour, and ſecure our Trade. 
Wi 8 if Soon after the Parliament roſe the War red inevitable: 
1 Strong Fleets were fitted out, and ſent to Spain, and the In- 
ö i diss: This could not be done without a vaſt Expence, great 
i Obſtruction to. our Trade, and Hardſhips on our Sailors. 
10 Yet ſuch was the Spirit of the People, ſuch their Reſent- 
it ment at the Indignities put upon the Kivg.and Nation, that 
i they came into it chearfully ; and not a Murmur was heard 
Mr. unleſs againſt the Spaniards. I believe it will be difficult to 
ll i find a Period in Hiſtory, when this Nation was ſo univer- 
e fally, and fo eagerly bent upon a War, as at that Time. 
WH Oh! | They had a juſt Abhorrence, and a juſt Diſdain of the Spa- 
| , miards ; nor did thoſe, who are known to judge the beſt of 


Foreign Affairs, apprehend any Danger, at that Criſis, 
from any other more formidable Power; fo that all concluded 
we ſhould act with Vigour, when it was more than proba- 
ble we might act with Succeſs: And the Effort we had 
made, the Force we had raiſed was very ſufficient, to give 
us a Superiority in fo juſt a Quarrel ; a Quarrel in which all 
Nations trading to America had an equal Intereſt, and a 
common Cauſe with England. It was now believed, our 
Adminiſtration would ſhew, that their former Remiſſneſs 
did not proceed from Fear, or Negligence ; but that they 
curbed their Spirit till the Point of Time, when * 
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inn 


be ſure to exert it with deciſiye Advantages, This their 


Friends gave out, and candid Men were willing to think; 


cially as it was ſaid, that one Great Perſon had declared, 
he thought it for the Intereſt of a Minifter to have War 
rather than Peace. But in the Height and Warmth of 
theſe Expectations, while all Europe was intent on the 
Motions and Operations of our Fleets, we heard of a Con- 


vention being ſigned, and that we might expect a ſpeedy 


Accommodation of our Differences by a Peace, 5 


* » 


Or the Terms of this Convention you will, no doubt, 


be appriſed, and judge whether it is proportionate to the 


Charge we have been at, the Opportunity we have neg- 
lected, the Wrongs we have ſuſtained, the Satisfaction 


and Security we have a Right to expect. 


I onLy beg leave to mark out to you two principal 
Points, upon which I think you can't miſtake in forming 
your Judgment. If we make a Peace, it ought to be 
ſuch, as will remove, in the moſt effectual manner, both 
the Cauſe. and Pretence, .of the Injuries done us by the 
Spaniſh Nation, | 


Nov the Pretence for them has been ſolely this, that 
they claim a Right of ſtopping and ſearching our Ships, 


on the High Seas, or near their own Coaſts ; which Claim 
of theirs is unſupported by Treaty, and directly repugnant 
to the Law of Nations, to the Rights of our Crown, and 
the Freedom of our Navigation. If therefore we clearly 
aſſert, that They have no ſuch Right; that where we have 


no Trade with them there can be no prohibited Goods; 


that we have a Liberty to ſail as nigh to their Coaſts as 
.the Courſe of our Voyage, the Convenience of Winds and 
Tides, and other Circumſtances of Navigation may re- 
quire; that in purſuing that Courſe, our Ships are not to 


be ſearched or ſtopt on any Account; that, in Caſes of 


Neceſlity they may even enter their Ports, and that only 
in Caſe of Trading there they are to be ſeized : if we ex- 


preſsly aſſert all this in our Treaty of Peace, it may be a 


ſecure-and laſting one, and deſerves well the Sanction of 


Parliament. tee 


Bur if we leave this looſe, or if we admit of any Li- 
mits, within which a Search may be made on any Pre- 
tence, we have yielded every thing, we have no Security, 


all will be ſubject to Diſpute and Chicane; we ſhall have 
the ſame weary Round to run of Applications to Madrid, 
References from thence to the Veſt Indies, and from the 


Weſt Indies to Madrid again; and after the ſolemn Hear- 
| ing 
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they came into it chearfully ; and not a 


— 

ry had tried to put a ſtop to theſe Inſults. They had ſpa - 
— ſpared no Paper. Memorials, - 
preſentations to the Court of Spain had been as frequent, 


and as little minded, as the Orders and Cedulas ſent from 


thence, in behalf of our Merchants, to the Spaniſo Tribu- - 


mak, and Governors: in America. Neither produced an 
Effect, but to ercreaſe the Depredations, augment our Suf. 


ferings, and amuſe the Sufferers. Nay, though in Conſe- 
quence of a Treaty with Spain, in which we ſerved her 
more perhaps than we could juſtify, Commiſſaries were ap- 


pointed to adjuſt theſe Differences, and obtain Reſtitution 
lor our Loſſes, as a Return for Favours received; though 


they continued negotiating for ſome Vears in Spain, though 
much was promiſed from this Commiſſion, yet it does not 


appear, that any Body got by it, but the Commiſſaries them- 
ſelves. | £ 


Urom the Proof of all this, it was the Senſe of Parlia- 


ment, that more effectual Meaſures ought to be purſued. 
And to enable his Majeſty to take them, great Supplies were 


voted, great Armaments made; the whole Nation expedt- 


ed, and deſired a War, if ſuch a Peace could not be gain- 


ed, as would retrieve our Honour, and ſecure our Trade. 


Soon after the Parliament roſe the War appeared inevitable : 


Strong Fleets were fitted out, and ſent to Spar, and the In- 
diese This could not be done without a vaſt Expence, great 
Obſtruction to our Trade, and Hardſhips on our Sailors. 
Yet ſuch was the Spirit of the People, ſuch their Reſent- 
ment at the Indignities put upon the King and Nation, that 
| — was heard 
unleſs againſt the Spaniards. I believe it will be difficult to 
find a Period in Hiſtory, when this Nation was ſo univer- 
fally, and fo eagerly bent upon a War, as at that Time. 


They had a juſt Abhorrence, and a juſt Diſdain of the Spa- 
. miards ; nor did thoſe, who are known to judge the beſt of 


Foreign Affairs, apprehend any Danger, at that Criſis, 

from any other more formidable Power; fo that all concluded 
we ſhould act with Vigour, when it was more than proba- 
ble we might act with Succeſs: And the Effort we had 
made, the Force we had raiſed was very ſufficient, to give 


us a Superiority in fo juſt a Quarrel ; a Quarrel in which all 
Nations trading to America had an equal Intereſt, and a 
common Cauſe with England. It was now believed, our 
Adminiſtration would ſhew, that their former Remiſſneſs 
did not proceed from Fear, or Negligence ; but that they 

curbed their Spirit till the Point of T: 


ime, when they might 
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be ſure to exert it with deciſive Advantages, This their 


Friends gave out, and candid Men were willing to think ; 


e. as it was ſaid, that one Great Perſon had declared, 
he thought it for the Intereſt of a Miniſter to have War 
rather than Peace. But 'in the Height and Warmth of 
theſe Expectations, while all Europe was intent on the 
Motions and Operations of our Fleets, we heard of a Con- 


vention being ſigned, and that we wy expect a ſpeedy : 


eace, ;:-- 4 


Accommodation of our Differences by a „ 
Or the Terms of this Convention you will, no doubt, 


be appriſed, and judge whether it is proportionate to the 


Charge we have been at, the Opportunity we have neg- 
lected, the Wrongs we have ſuſtained, the Satisfaction 


and Security we have a Right to expect. 


I ONLY beg leave to mark out to you two principal 
Points, upon which I think you can't miſtake in forming 


your Judgment. If we make a Peace, it ought to be 


ſuch, as will remove, in the moſt effectual manner, both 
the Cauſe. and Pretence, of the Injuries done us by the 


Now the Pretence for them has been ſolely this, that 


they claim a Right of ſtopping and ſearching our Ships, 
on the High Seas, or near their own Coaſts ; which Claim 
of 'theirs is unſupported by Treaty, and directly repugnant 
to the Law of Nations, to the Rights off our Crown, and 
the Freedom of. our Navigation. If therefore we clearly 
aſſert, that They have no ſuch Right; that where we have 
no Trade with them there can be no prohibited Goods; 


that we have a Liberty to ſail as nigh to their Coaſts as 


the Courſe of our Voyage, the Convenience of Winds and 
Tides, and other Circumſtances of Navigation may re- 
quire; that in purſuing that Courſe, our Ships are not to 


be ſearched or ſtopt on any Account; that, in Caſes of 
Neceſſity they may even enter their Ports, and that only 


in Caſe of Trading there they are to be ſeized : if we ex- 


preſsly aſſert all this in our Treaty of Peace, it may be a 


ſecure-and laſting one, and deſerves well the Sanction of 


Parliament. 


Bur if we leave this looſe, or if we admit of any Li- 
mits, within which a Search may be made on any Pre- 
tence, we have yielded every thing, we have no Security, 


all will be ſubject to Diſpute and Chicane; we ſhall have 
the ſame weary Round to run of Applications to Madrid, 


References from thence to the Veſt Indies, and from the 
Meſt Indies to Madrid again; and after the ſolemn Hear- 
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ing of our Wrongs in Parliament, after layi n all 

| _ Wounds to ys View-of the World, 3 * | 
of Right, and lofty Threats of Reſentment, after Millions 
ſpent, - we ſhall be in a worſe Condition, than we ever 

have been yet by any former Treaty, or than we ſhould 
have been, if we had taken no Notice of the Complaints of 
our Merchants, and not moved in them at all. a 
As to the other Point, the Cauſe of all theſe Injuries, I 
take it to have been the Contempt this Nation is fallen 
into, from what unhappily may have ſeemed to our Ene- 
mies a deſpicable Tameneſs an 5 in our Con- 
duct. How far this has gone, I am ed to ſay. 
Thoſe, who to inſult us could not preſume on their o＋õƷng 
Strength, by long obſerving, or ſuppoſing they obſerved a 
Weakneſs in our Councils, . have come to ſuppoſe 'it in the 
Nation itſelf: And on this Preſumption they became as 
arrogant, as they imagined England to be timid, and 
weak. They have certainly acted as if they thought we 

were the meaneſt of Nations, or that the meaneſt of Mini- 

ters had conducted our Affairs. This Prejudice therefore 
muſt be removed, or we ſhall continue to ſuffer, as much 
as we have done, and ſtill more: For where Impunity is 

| certain, Infolence knows no Bounds. If the Peace we 

th make does not retrieve our Reputation, it is impoſlible it 

100 - can laſt, for it may be broke without Fear. Spain can have 
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have borne fo long. Should any Article of it be diſho- 
nourable or mean, though all the reſt were advantageous, 
that alone would be fatal; becauſe it would leave us expoſed 
to endleſs Inſults and Affronts, the certain Conſequence of 
a Stain imprinted on our national Character. Reputation 
is to a People, juſt what Credit is to a Merchant. The 
firſt depends on an Opinion of ſtrength, as the latter does 
on an Opinion of Opulence. But that Opinion of Opu- 
lence is a real Advantage, that Opinion of Strength 
is a real Security, When a contrary Notion prevails 
in the Caſe of the Merchant, when his Credit is hurt, 
there comes a Run upon him ſuddenly, and by being 
thought inſufficient, he becomes ſo in Reality, The fame 
Thing may happen to a Nation from the Loſs of Character. 
An Opinion of its Weakneſs may encourage Enemies, may 
unite them againſt it in a ſudden Attack, may diſhearten 
its Friends, and leave it deſtitute of Succour, All _ 
| might 


| | 
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Wit fl no Reaſon to keep it, unleſs it is made on ſuch Terms, as 
Wil | fl to convince her that the Temper, and Spirit of our Court 
| S jth is changed, and that we will bear no longer what we 
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nor refer that to Commiſſaries, which requires inſtant Diſ- 


| ( 125) | | 
might have been prevented, had due Care been taken to 
ſupport the Opinion of its Strength by a ſpirited Conduct. 
I hope Attention will be had to this in our Peace with 
Spain, and that we ſhall on no Account yield to any 

hing ſcandalous, but ſeek Reparation to our Honour, as 
well as to our Merchants. And I dare anſwer for them, 
that, great as their Loſſes are, they had rather endure them 
without any, Compenſation, than have it made in a wa 
that may be diſgraceful to their Country. Sure I am it 
would be better for them to loſe their Money, or for us to 
pay it out of our own Pockets, than for the ſake of Re- 
tribution to them, to admit of a Treaty, in which the Se- 
curity of our Commerce is not firmly eſtabliſhed, beyond a 
poſſibility of all future Cavils, by expreſs Declarations of 
our Right not to be ſearched. For to admit of ſuch a 
Treaty, would be no leſs an Abſurdity than to be bribed 
with our own Money to our own Undoing. 

| In theſe plain Lights, Sir, I hope you will conſider this 
Convention, when it ſhall be laid before you in the Courſe 
of the Seffion. You will not, I dare fay, ſuffer yourſelf 
to be amuſed with nice Diſtinctions, and Refinements of 
Policy. You will remember how uſeleſs, nay, how fatal, 

all theſe Subtilties have hitherto proved, and what they are 
like to produce. You will deſire to ſee a Treaty, which 
ſhall not be the Beginning, but the End of Negotiation ; 
which ſhall ſpeak ſo plain, that every Engliſb Country 
Gentleman, and every Spamſh Governor in the Indies, 
ſhall underſtand the Senſe of it, as well as the Walpoles, 
and La Quadras. | 
\ You will not be ſatisfied with a preſent Compliance, 
and temporary Expedients, which are only Patch-work, 


patch, nor ſuffer that to be argued which is inconteſtable; 
but demand a ſolid and a durable Peace, founded on real 
Security, and expreſs Acknowledgment of all thoſe Rights 
that have been queſtioned by Spain, either with regard to 
our Commerce, or to our Poſſeſſions. For nothing leſs 

than this will ſatisfy the Nation. 4 
. AND when this is done, you will conſider of the Me- 
thods, how to turn this Peace to the beſt Advantage, and 
ſecure it effectually for the time to come. The only way 
of doing that, is, to put the Nation in a condition to be 
feared ; and this can only be done, by reducing its Debt, 
and gradually leſſening its Taxes. 
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II is a melancholy Thought that ſo much Time ſhould 

have been loſt from this n Work, ſince it has been 

in our Power, I believe it could be proved almoſt to a 

Demonſtration, that ever ſince the Peace of Urrecht, we 
might have attended to it conſtantly, without the leaſt In- 
terruption from our Neighbours abroad, who had no Deſire 
to diſturb us, till within theſe few Years paſt, when, not- 
withſtanding great Compliances on our Side, the Hoſtilities 
of Spain have loudly called for our Reſentment. In all 
dur Quarrels during the late Reign, though it can no more 
be doubted that the Intereſt of England was the only Point 
confidered, than that Bremen and Verden were never thought 
of in them, yet how far that Intereſt was rightly. under- 


ſtood by us, is not quite ſo clear. To ſome it appears we 
had no Grounds for quarrelling, no more than we had up- 


on other Occaſions for negotiating, and that we might 
better have been quiet, if ſuch active Abilities, as ſome of 
our Miniſters were endowed with, could have been con- 
tent to repoſe. But the entring lightly into Wars, and 
Alliances, in - which we had no Concern, or a very diſtant 
one at moſt, if it was the Fault, was not the only Fauit 
of our Government. 1 „ 
Tos who cannot ſee into the Depth of our Policy, 
and the inſcrutable Wiſdom of our Councils, may be apt 
to think, that we have been no leſs faulty in our way of 
managing Peace, in our Neglect of uſing the Advantages 
attending it, and in finding the Secret by an unaccounta- 
ble Conduct, to make it as expenſive, and as ruinous as 
War : That we have purchaſed Diſhonour at as dear a 
Rate, as we did Glory in ſome former Reigns : That this 
has continued, this has fixed upon us the Difficulties, which, 
with tolerable Management, ought to have been conquered 
| — ago: And that to this it is owing, not to King 
William, or Queen Anne, if we are a diſtreſs'd and a de- 
elining Nation. Had it not been for this, ſay they, we 


have had Leiſure enough to pay off great part of our 


Debt, and to increaſe the Sinking Fund to ſuch 'an annual 
Sum, as would enable the. Government to maintain our 


Dignity, without waſting our Subſtance. Had that been 
done, we had been now a mighty People, eaſy at home, 


and formidable abroad. And though we had no Diſputes 
with Spain, yet on other Accounts it would be highly 
deſirable for us to be in thoſe Circumſtances, rather than 
in a State of Indigence, which muſt be a State of Fear. 
For though by Reaſon of ſome lucky Circumſtances at this 


Juncture 
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Juncture we have no Cauſe to apprehend any inſtant Dan- 
ger from France, thoſe, who look forwards at all, have 
very dreadful Apprehenſions. The Empire is already open 


to her by Alſace, and Loraine, and there has been a ter- 
rible „that it may ſoon be fo by Lurembourgb. 


The Weakneſs of the Low Countries is apparent to every 


body, and God knows how ſoon they may be made 2 


Sacrifice either to the Friendſhip, or the Arms of France. 


Tf the Power of that Crown in former Times had equalled 


its Ambition, Eurepe had been loſt ; if its Ambition now 
ſhall equal its Power, it will probably accompliſh what it 
then deſigned. And bad is our Condition, when our Fate 


is to depend on a Spirit of Conqueſt not prevailing in 
that Court. | | 


Tux have wiſely been doing what we ought to have 
done. They have by Oeconomy, by Attention to Trade, 
by eaſing their People, and huſbanding well the Money 
they raiſe, laid ſuch Foundations for their future Great- 
neſs, that if an enterpriſing Miniſter ſhould ſucceed to 
this, he will find Advantages, which his greateſt Prede- 
ceſſors, Richelieu, Maxarin, Colbert, Louvois, never had, 
and will have reaſon to expect a much more glorious Suc- 
ceſs, What may then be the Circumſtances. of that King- 
dom, and this? On one Side, mortgaged Revenues, Cre- 
dit ſunk at home and abroad, an exhauſted, diſpirited, 
diſcontented People: On the other, a rich and popular 
Government, ſtrong in Alliances, in Reputation, in the 
Confidence and Affection of its Subjects. Will the Conteſt 
be equal between theſe two Powers ? And what an Ag- 
gravation is it to the Pain of this "Thought, to reflect how 
eaſily we might have been in a Condition to fave our- 
ſelves and Europe from this Danger and Fear, if, for theſe 
twelve Years paſt, (togo ho higher) our Debt had decreaſed, 
in Proportion to the Means that have been in- our Hands, 
and no greater Expence had been incurr'd by the * Govern- 
ment, than the real Neceflity of Affairs required. We 
might then have ſpoke to France with as much Authority, 
as becomes this Nation in the common Cauſe, ef; * 

; 1 ir 


N. B. Had the ng Fund been duly applied fince the 
Year 1727. to the Payment of the National Debt, at leaft twelve 
Millions might have been paid off: The Sinking Fund would 
then produce, at 4 per Cent. little leſs than two Millions, and- 
were Intereſt reduced to 3 per Cent. conſiderably more. Upon 


— a Bottom as this, we might well maintain a new French 
ar. 
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if we had taken any Care at the ſame Time to ſet our- 


ſelves at the Head of the Proteſtant Intereſt, which is our 


natural Poſt; and has on former Occaſions given great 
Advantages as well as Luſtre to the Crown of England. 
Had we purſued theſe Meaſures, we ſhould now have no- 
thing to dread ; by purſuing them ſteadily we oy et be 
ſafe, we may yet be conſiderable, we may yet hold the 
Balance of Europe. But till a wiſer Adminiſtration ſhall 
reſtore our Affairs, little Dirie, or Vigour, is to be ex- 
pected in our Councils. Some Appearance of Vigour may 


perhaps be maintained; but it will impoſe on nobody; 


no, not on ourſelves. To think that keeping up, at a 
vaſt Expence, great Fleets and Armies, with a Reſolution 
not to employ them, can ſecure our Reputation, is as groſs 
a Miſtake, as if, in private Life, a Gentleman known to 
be in Debt, and not diſpoſed to clear himſelf, ſhould think 
to cheat his Creditors, and ſupport his Credit, by en- 
creaſing his Equipage, making ſumptuous Entertainments, 
and beggaring his Family with new Debts and Mort- 
gages. | 3 


Ir is ſcarce to be computed what it has coſt this Nation 


in well-equipt Fleets, and well-dreſt Troops, for ſome 
Vears paſt; and I ſhould be glad to be told (bating the 
Fineneſs of the Show) what Uſe they have been of to us 
either at home or abroad. They give to be ſure an Air of 
Magnificence ; but then it is well known, that we owe 
almoſt fifty Millions, and have been forced to apply the 
Sinking Fund, not to diſcharge that Debt, but to furniſh 
out theſe Shows. | NS | 
' In moſt Parts of England Gentlemens Rents are fo ill 
paid, and the Weight of Taxes lies ſo heavy upon them, 
that thoſe who have nothing from the Court can ſcarce 
ſupport their Families; and thoſe in Place are hardly 
Savers on the Account, if what they give be balanced a- 
inſt what they receive. There are indeed ſome rich 
eople who have Money in the Funds, and out of Tender- 
neſs to them I ſuppoſe it was, that when Intereſt was na- 
turally, and apparently fallen to three per Cent. the national 
Debt was ſtill continued at four, by which the Publick 


bas loſt Millions, and ſuch an Opportunity, as it may not 


in be in our Power to retrieve. 8 
YET if Peace ſhould be ſettled on a durable Foot, I 
hope the worthy Gentleman, who, two Years ago, pro- 
poſed the Reduction of Intereſt, will renew his Motion; 
and that it will not be mended ſo as to be made leſs 1 
5 ö 0 E, 
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: ble, and then objected to, and thrown out by the Amen- 


ders. I hope too Care will be taken, that, when the 
Scheme ſhall have its effect, Reduction of Intereſt and 
Taxes ſhall go hand in hand; and that the Sinking Fund 
ſo. encreaſed ſhall not be left at the Diſpoſition of a Mini- 


' ter,” but applied in Part to take off ſme of the Duties, 


which 'are ſuch a Load on Induſtry, and fo dangerous to 
Freedom. © | | 

Af theſe Particulars, Sir, deſerve your ſerious Atten- 
tion. We expect to find we have a Peace, not by his 
py 4 of Speech alone, and the congratulary Compliments 
of Houſes of Parliament (which during all our late 
Sufferings, and the Hoſtilities of Spain, have been annually 


made with great Encomiums on his Meaſures) but by the 


Fruits of Peace, a conſiderable leſſening of our Expences, 
and Relief to the People at whoſe Charge it was gained. 

Wi may yet recover, low as we are, with good Ma- 
management. To make a great State little, is not ſo dif- 
ficult indeed, as to make a little one great; yet it is not 
to be done immediately: and with all the Skill ſome 
have ſhewn in endeavouring. it here, it will require ſtill 


more Time to fink us fo, as that, with the help of 


Friends, we may not riſe again. The natural Strength of 
this Nation is great, its Reſources great and in one re- 
ſpect greater than ever; becauſe the Funds having been 
tried, and found ſufficient, the borrowing on them again, 


when our Debt is reduced, would be ſecure and eaſy. To 


reduce it therefore ought to be the principal Object of all 
who meddle with our publick Affairs. We ſhall judge of 


- 


all your other Virtues now by your Frugality. The beſt 
Oeconomiſt for the Publick will be the beſt Member of 


Parliament, the beſt Counſellor of State, and the beſt Mini- 


ſter. I don't know how it has happened, but for ſome 
Time paſt, an ignorant Country Gentleman might be al- 
moſt provoked to ſay, that our Phlegm has ſhewn itſelf 
only in bearing Affronts, and our Spirit only in ſquandering 


away the Publick Money. I ſuppoſe we ſhall now have 


no Occaſion to ſhew our Fire, but we ſhall have great 
Occaſion for a reſerved and cautious Temper. Let this 


operate in the granting of Money, in a conſtant refuſing 


of new Powers to the Crown, and watching over the Uſe 


of thoſe already granted. Above all, beware of new Addi- 
tions to the Civil Lift. It is a ſtrange Circumſtance, and 
will not ſound well to Poſterity, that while the Publick 
loſes in ſo many Articles, ſo 3 Gains have been of late 
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made to the Crown: That when every Gentleman's 
Eſtate is falling in Value, the Eſtate of the Crown ſhould 
be: ſo much encreaſed, that if we were to purchaſe it back 


with fifty thouſand Pounds per ann. more than it was 


given for, we ſhould ſave by the Bargain. I will juſt take 
notice how great Profits have "accrued to the Civil Liſt 
upon the Gin-Bill only. All that had been gained by the 
higheſt Amount of the Duties on Spirits, that is, by the 
higheſt Exceſs of the Evil deſigned to be reformed, was 
made up to his Majeſty out of the Aggregate Fund, by 
Way of Compenſation for the Loſs he ſhould ſuſtain upon 

faving the Lives of many thouſands of his Subjects. At 
the ſame Time all he might gain by the Encreaſe of the 
Brewery, and by that of the Wine-Licence Duty, (which 
together can't be leſs, and ought to be reckoned at more 


than an equal Proportion to the Decreaſe on the Spirits“) 
is, by the Bounty of this Act, preſerved to him entire, 


and without Account. So that the preventing a national 


Miſchief, of ſo deſtructive a Nature, that, rather than ſuf- 


fer it to continue, the Legiſlature was forced to ruin many 


Particulars, and grievouſly hurt our Sugar: Colonies, has 


(no doubt to the Comfort of the Sufferers) been ſo happil 
managed, that it may prove an Advantage to the Civil Lift 
of ſeventy thouſMd Pounds a Year, and probably more. 1 
would only obſerve, that if our: other popular Vices could 
be turned as much to account as the drinking Spirits has 
been,. the Eſtate of the King of England would be more 
'a Gainer by the Sins of the. People, than the Exchequer of 
the Pope. 2 WE ett: wv 
Bur there is another Article I muſt not paſs over in 
Silence, becauſe it may probably come before the Houſe 
this Seſſion ; and that is, that bis Majeſty has been, and 
ſtill is in Poſſeſſion of 50,000 J. per ann. which moſt Peo- 
= think was deſigned by Parliament for the Prince of 
ales, over and above the fifty which he now enjoys. It 
ſeems evident to me by all I have heard, and read. upon 
this Subject, that the Parliament which gave the Civil Liſt 
could not intend, that his Majeſty ſhould retain for him- 
ſelf any part of this hundred thouſand Pounds a Vear; 
ſince ſuppoling the Prince to have it all, and allowing his 
Majeſty to ſpend one hundred thoufand Pounds a Year ex- 


' traordinary in Penſions, Bounties, Secret-Service —_— 
| | od 4x1. 43" he. 


* N. B. The Share of the Civil Lift upon foreign Spirits is 
about 5 upon home Spirits about + 3 upon Beer and Ale a- 
bout half. | 


» 


fr! 2 
Se. he will ſtill have, for the Support of his Houſhold, 4 
Revenue equal to that of the late King. The Expence of 
his Family has been unhappily leſſened, ſince the Conſi- 
deration of this Matter in Parliament, by no leſs a ſaving 
than the whole Sum in diſpute; and as for the Charge 


Which remains, it will be abundantly ſupplied out of ſo 


large an Income as fix hundred thouſand Pounds a Year; 
with the great additional Profits ariſing from the Gin Bill, 
Crown Land, Plantation Rents, and other Articles com- 
monly known by the Name of Licks, &c. So that if the 
Prince has not the fifty. thouſand Pounds per Annum, which 


I apprehend he has a Right to from the Intention of Par- 


liament out-of the ſeven hundred and fifty thouſand enjoyed 
by his M.jefty, (excluſive of the Profits on the Articles 
abovementioned) if, I ſay, this be not given to him, upon 
the Birth of two Children, and the Hopes of a third, it 
certainly ought to be returned to the Publick, If his 
R. H. has it, it will not indeed be loſt to the Publick; 
it is like to circulate freely, and the Poor will have their 
Share of it; but as I am arguing now upon a Prineiple of 
Saving, I muſt needs fay, the Nation wants it, and the 
Royal Family all together has enough. Let the Wealth 


of our Princes always encreaſe with that of their People: 


Let them fhare the Fruits of every publick Bleſſing, of 
every Benefit derived: to us from their Government : But to 
have them rich, while we are poor, is, methinks, both an 
Indecency, and a weakening of one ſtrong Motive to them 
for governing, with a conſtant Regard to the Proſperity of 
their Subjects. | 

SIR, 8 what I have ſaid to recommend Oecono- 
my, I would not have you imagine any Argument can 
be drawn, to defend a bad and diſhonourable Peace, ſhould 
it appear that ſuch a one has been made with Spain. To 
make all proper Savings is the Duty of our Miniſters; but 
an Acquieſcence under Wrongs and Inſults is not Oeco- 
nomy: An Acquieſcence that may coſt us Millions is not 
Oeconomy: An Acquieſcence that may ruin our Trade, 
the only Source of our Riches, is not Oeconomy : It is not 
Oeconomy to neglect an Opportunity of doing ourſelves 


Juſtice at a cheaper Rate, than we can hope to obtain it 


for in any future Conjuncture. It can never be admitted, 
that becauſe Peace is cheaper than War, and becauſe it is 
good to ſave Money, therefore any Ter ms of Peace are to 
be gladly received, rather than to make war with any Ad- 
vantages: And I ſhall leſs admit it here, becauſe we have 
2 ä already 


already born an Expence, which, if rightly-managed, might 
have been ſufficient to have procured us Victory, and the 
Fruit of Victory, Peace. W Ve I 78 
"THERE is another way of Reaſoning, ſimilar to this, 
which I foreſee, and which beforehand I beg leave to warn 
u againſt; That becauſe we ought to have great Appre- 
— 2 of the growing Power of France, if we go on our- 
ſelves as we have done of late, and ſuffer them to go on to 


take Advantage of our Conduct; therefore we are to ſubmit 


to all the Injuſtice of Spain, and give up the Rights we are 
moſt concerned to ſupport, for fear that France ſhould de- 
clare againſt us in the War. . | 


I HAVE faid before, it ſeems highly improbable, that 


Court ſhoald engage in fuch a Meafure, at this Time, from 
the preſent State of their Government, and the unſettled 
Condition, which any Change might put it into for ſome 
Years to come. But ſuppoſing the worſt that it is poſſible 
to ſuppoſe, ſuppoſing we knew that France would fide a- 


ous us with Spain, even in that Caſe I think it is rea- 
oning wrong, it is reaſoning with regard to the preſent 


Day alone, to make that an Argument for +; pp a 
Peace upon difadvantageous and diſhonourable Terms. For 
if we are really fallen into ſuch a State, that when any 
Power in Europe ſhall think fit to inſult and injure us, and 
we take up Arms to defend ourſelves, France will interpoſe, 
and without any Regard to her Alliance, and the Juſtice of 


our Cauſe, inſiſt on our giving up our Rights, or elſe de- 


clare herſelf our Enemy. If this is our Situation, it is an 
Extremity, which we muſt fight ourſelves out of as well, 
and as ſoon as we can. For what can we expect by delay- 

ing it longer, but to draw on farther Infults, farther 
Wrongs, farther Contempt; to be treated on all Occaſions 
as a Province to France; to be daily weakened more and 
more by the Incroachments of all our | Neighbours upon 
every Branch of our Trade; and to be at laſt devoured 
without the Means of Reſiſtance, when all our Friends are 
aſhamed of us, and when a long State of Dependency ſhall 
have ſunk our Courage, and prepared our Minds to en- 
dure the Infamy of a foreign Yoke? But we have the 
ſtrongeſt Grounds to think that our Affairs are not ſo deſpe- 
rate, France is no Party concerned in this Diſpute with 
Spain, and the preſent Genius of that Court is not to en- 
gage without Neceſſity, in any Quarrel that muſt coſt her 
a War. She may perhaps defire to mediate, and to mediate 
partially; but it is in the Power of England to refuſe that 

* VVV 


n 3 
Mediation: She may ſpeak in an unfriendly, or perhaps an 
angry Stile; but we have profited little by a great deal of 
Experience, if we have not learnt, that there is a wide 
Diſtance between talking angrilys and declaring War, It 

ſeems evident upon the whole, that what we ought to ap- 

prehend, is not an immediate, but a future Danger from 

France ; and the Care of the Legiſlature ſhould extend to 

that, not by approving a Peace, which may deſerve to be 

cenſured, but by attending to Things, which, either in 

War or Peace, are of extreme Importance to the Stren 

of the Kingdom, and therefore demand particularly the In- 

ſpection of Parliament. | | LN 
s8ocn is the State of our Manufactures, ſuch is that of 

our Colonies ; both ſhould be enquired into, that the Na- 
tion may know, whether the former can ſupport themſelves 
much longer under the various Preſſures that affect our 

Manufacturers; and how is it poffible that the latter ſhould 

decline, when if it had not been for a falſe Report of his 

Death, Sir O——o B 7 might have governed one of 

them; and ſo many Gentlemen of no leſs Fortune and 

Character have been frequently ſent to take Care of the 

THE State of our Garriſons abroad too may deſerve to 
be conſidered, and whether the abſolute Power, lodged in 
ſome of our Governors there, has been diſcreetly, mode- 
rately, and humanely exerciſed, to the Honour of his Ma- 
jeſty's Commiſſion, and of the Engh/h Name. 
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by Treaties, has been long loaked upon as one of the moſt 
effectual Means of preſerving that juſt Circulatio u of Trea- 
ſure, that is ſo neceſſary to the Preſervation of the Ballance 
of Power in Europe. For this Reafon, every Eucroach- 
ment of one Nation upon another, in that Trade, Ius been 
ſtrictly guarded againſt in ſeveral Treaties, the principal 
Aim of which was to accommodate Differences in Erwope. 
All theſe Treaties therefore may be looked upon as ſo many 
Securities, which the contracting Powers have given to 
Sein for the peaceable Poſſeſſion of her American Commerce. 
1 


* * 
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: 4 (135 ) 
and Acquiſitions... So that while. theſe are in. Force,: and 
while ſhe takes Care to regulate her Conduct according to 
8 theſe Treaties, and the general Rights of 
Pate ſhe is in no Danger of being ſtript of any Right 


4 
+7 > 
9 * £ 


or Poſſeſſion ſhe can juſtly claim in America. 
Tais will be plain to any one, who conſiders that the 
Treaſures of the mf Indies can be no where ſo well lodged, 
as in the Hands of a People, to whom neither Extent of 
Dominion gives Strength, nor Affluence of Treaſure, Plenty. 
. Whereas, Hhould they fall into the Hands of a Nation more 
active and more, induſtrious, that Nation PAY: by en- 
nt the Trade, and engroſſing the Treaſures, ſoon 
create ſuch a Dependency on herſelf, as may enable her in 
Time to give Laws to the reſt of Europe. Therefore, if 
Ereat Britain, for Inſtance, ſhould pretend to any Rights 
o Navigation, or cut out to herſelf any Channels of Com- 
.merce in the Veſt Indies, prejudicial to the Intereſts of Spain, 
or inconſiſtent with the Treaties in Force, which regulate 
that T'rade, we ſhould be ſure of n a powerful 
Interpoſition from the other Powers of Europe in —— of 
Spain, in caſe ſhe were not in a Condition to do herſelf 
Jultice This is ſo evident, that it can admit of no Diſpute 
with any Man, who knows ever ſo little of the Intereſts 
and Hiſtory of the ſeveral States of Europe. 55 
Bur the Danger of any Encroachments of this kind 
does not lie entirely on one Side. The Crown of Spain, 
by abandoning that Conduct which was formerly the greateſt 
Security. of her, foreign Acquiſitions, may render herſelf 
more formidable to her Neighbours, than is conſiſtent either 
with her own Safety, or the general Intereſts of Europe. If 
this ſhould ever happen to be the Caſe, there is not the leaft 
Doubt, but that the other Powers of. Europe will make it a 
Common Cauſe, and endeavour to reduce her Ambition 
VWithin thoſe Bounds that are agreeable to the Senſe of Trea- 
ties, and the Rights of Nations. This is a Truth, of 
which, by her late Conduct towards Britain, ſhe ſeems to 
be fully ſenſible. 5 3 aye ; 
A RIGHT of Sovereignty, which, according to her 
Maxims, ſhe imagines ſhe ought to enjoy in the American 
Seas, is ceitainly the Foundation of - thoſe Injuries and In- 
ſults, to which the Britiſb Merchants and Sailors have for 
ſome time been ſubjected, in their Commerce to and from 
their own Settlements. Yet ſuch is the Policy of that 
Court, that this Right of Sovereignty has never yet by. 
them been openly aſſerted; 8 this evident Reaſon, "me 
| | | At ha 
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bad they avowed ſuch a Claim, they muſt have drawn upon 


themſelves the Reſentment of their moſt formidable Neigh- 


'bours ; becauſe it is impoſſible for them to invent a Claim 
to à Sovereignty, in Prejudice of one, that would not have 


_ equally affected the Commerce of every Power in Europe, 


who poſſeſſes one Foot of Territory in America. 0 
TE x have, therefore, waved inſiſting on an empty, ob- 


noxious Name; and have artfully evaded any Diſcuſſion of 


general Rights, by amuſing us with Intricacies of particular 


Facts. By this Management the other Powers of Europe 


have hitherto been induced to think, that the Differences 
betwixt Spain and Great Fritain have no other Foundation 


chan ſome mutual Injuries, and a few doubtful Captures. 


Nay, as Matters have gone on, I am perſuaded ſome of 
them are inclined to bilieve that we have been guilty of 
groſs Violations of 'Treaties ; and are not at all diſpleaſed to 
And that Spain has Spirit enough to make us pay dear for 
every Encroachment upon her Rights, and to make us more 
cautious how we make any ſuch Encroachments for the 
future. Thus our Neighbours look upon our Differences 


: 


with Spain to be of ſuch a Nature, as that they never can 
affect themſelves, whatever is the Event. . 


I SHALL not enter into any Diſcuſſion of thoſe Treaties, 
upon which our Rig ts of Trade and Navigation to America 


are founded; they have already been under the Conſideration 
of an Aſſembly, whoſe Counſels deſerve greater Deference, 

than, as it appears, they can command. I ſhall therefore 
proceed to ſome Obſervations upon the Conduct of our 


Negotaarars in this important Point. 5 

| FrRom what has been ſaid, I humbly preſume, that Spain 
ſhall no fooner endeavour to affect thoſe Rights of Com- 
merce enjoyed by any of the Powers, who have a Share of 
Property in America, than ſhe not only draws upon herſelf 
an Oppoſition from thoſe Powers, but. makes it the common 
„ OE. 5 


Bur how does it appear, that this evident Truth has 
been underſtood by our Negotiators ? Does 'it appear, to the 


World at leaſt, from the various Negotiations that have 
been carried on betwixt us and Spain, that they have fairly 
ſtated the Points of Difference betwixt us? Does it appear, 
that an explicit Anfwer has either been demanded, or given, 
to the only Point upon which our preſent Differences can 


poſſibly be founded? That Queſtion was plain and ſhort, 
and might have been thus ſtated : Do you, Spaniards, pre- 


F tend to ſearch our Ships, becguſe they fail near your Ow" 
* * 5 ments; 


— 


N 


1 
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* ALT To 
© ments; and to "confiſcate them, becauſe they have on 
< board Goods that are the Product of your Plantations py 
This Queſtion, Sir, I ſay, was the proper Hinge on which 
the whole Difference betwixt us and Spain ought to have 
turned ; and an Anſwer to this muſt have been +more de- 


ciſive than the moſt complete Victory; for had the Spaniards 


anſwered in the Negative, that they pretended to no ſuch 
Right,“ the 15 
Commerce had been then obtained, and Reparation for paſt 
Injuries would have been a natural and a neceſſary Conſe- 
quence of this important Conceſſionzt * 
1 cannot, however, help obſerving, that a Reſtitution 
for the paſt Loſſes of our Merchants, even tho” that Reſti- 
tution had been ample and adequate, is but a trifling Con- 
ſideration, when put in the Ballance with the Security of 
our Rights to a free and uninterrupted Navigation in theſe 


Seas. And, that if any Thing was to be left to the Deciſion 
of Plenipotentiaries, it ought to have been the Eſtimate of 


theſe CN and not the Conſtruction of plain and 
poſitive Treaties. But rather let me aſk you, what Pleni- 


potentiary will dare to treat away the Commercial Rights 
of a trading People, or even admit them to be ſubjected to 


his Diſcuffion ? The particular Value of the Ships and Car- 
goes may indeed properly come ullder the Cognizance of 
mmiſſioners, or Plenipotentiaries, who are to take care, 
that not only the Loſſes themſelves, but the Value of theſe 
Loſſes, ſhall be fully proved. But a Britiſb Plenipotentiary 
may as well pretend, that his full Powers are a ſufficient 
Warrant for his giving up any City or Territory belonging 
to the Crown, as that wy can warrant him to give up any 
Right or Privilege enjoyed by the Subject. LS 
THEREFORE I am glad of having an Opportunity of 
exprefling myſelf on this Point; and to Jet the World 
know, that it could never be the Intention of the Miniſtry, 
that any of the Rights of this Nation ſhould be ſubjected to 
the Diſcuſſion of the Plenipotentiaries named in our late 
Convention with Spain. No, Sir, I hope J do not flatter, 
when I ſay that our Miniſtry has too great a Regard to the 
Senſe of Parliament, to preſume, even to ſuppoſe thoſe 


Rights to be queſtionable, which the Parliament has already 


declared to be juſt and undoubted. It is true, one may un- 
luckily aſk me, If the Sum to be paid for the Damages of 
our Merchants is already ſtipulated ; if the Rights of our 
Navigation are juſt and undoubted, and not liable to any 


# Future canvaſſing, I ſhould. be glad to know what thoſe, 


Matters 


nd of Security for our Navigation and 


— 


©. referred. to the Deci 


| r -your Friends to account: for. 


And this they axe abſolutely obliged to do, in order to carry 


Matters are, which, e late Convention, ate tg. be 


2 Kuling the Limits of Carolina and, Florida?” Really, if 
ſuch a Queſtion, were put to me, I ſhould be at a great Loſs 


for an Anſwer : I believe I ſhould even tell my Friend, that 


ſomewhat was certainly to be referred to Plenipotentiaries, 
tho J could not tell what it was; but that Jentirel W 
ad their 


9 


own Reaſons for what th 


cy did. e F 


tice of another unlucky Circumſfance that muſt greatly 
ls to ac qr. It is no Secret to the 

orld, that the Spaziards have locked upon our Scttlements 
of Geongia, and à great Part of, Carolina, as Territories 


diſmembered from their Empire in America, and have 
ſhewn great Indications of an Inelination to ſtrip us of both 


theſe Celanies.“ Now che maſt effeual way for perſuading 


the Nation that, theſe two Provinces are to remaln in our 


Hands, was to, have altered the Word Florida into that of 
Georgia. This would have been a tacit, if not an expreſs, 


Aeknowledgment from the Spanzgrgs, of our Right to that 


Settlement; and have at leaſt implied, that tho poſſibly 
ſome Differences may have ariſen about the Boundaries, yet 
the Poſſeſſion was to remain with us. Whereas nobody 
can now know where the Boundaries of Flarida. may be 


© 


- -ixed by theſe Plenipotentiaries ; and whether they may not 
comprehend all Georgia, and a great Part, if not the whole, 
MESA raw ii nd ts. 4 | 1 


Tuus far I have reaſoned. upon a Suppoſition, that, if 
the peremptory Point of Ne Search upon the open Seas had 
been put to the Spaniards, they would have given it up. I 
mall now uſe the Freedom to take a View of the Conle- 
quences that muſt have attended their inſiſting on any ſuch 
Search. Tho' the Searching of. Briziſh Ships may not in- 
deed ſeem to affect the Commerce of any of our Neighbours, 
yet it is founded on Reaſons, Which, had our Negotiators 


ſet in a proper Light, muſt have alarmed all Europe, and 


intereſted every Nation, who has one Foot of Ground in 
America, equ 


the Dutch, have each canſiderable Settlements there; and it 
is well known to every Man, who has the le:ft Acquaintance 


with that Trade, that in every Voyage they make, they 


7 import from America, into their own Countr 9 Commo- 
dities that are not the Product of their own Settlements : 


the 


y with our ſelves... The French, the Danes, 


1 
* — 8 


gined. 


F 
the Trade en with any Profit. One Nation imports Sugars 
from a Colony of their own, which never produced one 
Hogſhead ef that Commodity; anether Rum, another Log- 
wood, and another Tobacco; tho' it is well known, that 
theſe are no part of che natufal Product of the Country 
where they laſt took in their Lading. Now, if a Suſpicion 
of having Spaniſo Commodities on board, is a good Reaſon 
to the Spaniards for ſearching a Britiſd Ship on the open 


Seas, and of Confiſcation, if found on board that. Ship; has 


not every other Nation an . Right to ſearch and confiſ- 
cate all Ships they ſhall meet with, who have on board any 
of the Commodities that is not the natural Product of the 
Place from whick the Veſſel is bound, and is the Product of 
Settlements belonging to the Captors ? They certainly. have; 
for all Trade betwixt any other Nation and the French, the 
Dutch, or the Daniſh Settlements in America, is under as 
rigorous Prohibitions, as the Trade betwixt any Part of the 
Britiſh Dominions' and the Spaniſh Ne Indies; and all 


Trade of the Dutch, or the French, or the Danes, to the 


Spaniſh Naß ſudies, is under the ſame Reſtriction s.. 
THEREFORE, it is impoſſible for Spain to invent any 
Reaſon for fearching the Britiſb Ships, that does not equally 


affect alF other Nations trading to America. And there is 


not the leaſt Reaſon to doubt, that if we had refuſed all 
Accommodation with the Spaniurds, till they had explicitly 
declared their Minds on this Head, the other Powers of 


Europe would have looked upon our Caſe with regard to 


_ at preſent,” as what may be their own hereafter. B 
is Means, if Spain had infiſted on this unwarrantabl 


Claim, there would have been but little Occaſion to involve 


the Nation in an immenſe Expence to procure us Satis- 
faction. Spain would not, ſhe durft not, have inſiſted long, 
unleſs ſhe had been fo romantickly ſtubborn, as to hazard a 
War, under almoſt every Diſadvantage that can be ima- 
Bu r tho' we at preſent enjoy all the Rights of Commerce 
in America, to which other Nations are entitled, yet it is 
poflible that we may give up one Right which may render 


our Poſſeffion of the others ineffectual; while our Neigh- 


bours, refuſing to ſubje& their's to any Innovation what- 
ſoever, may preſerve them free and inviolate. In ſuch a 
Caſe, they would, no doubt, be very glad if we were ſtrip- 


E of our Rights, if it can be effected without endangering 
e 


their own. By theſe Means they could carry on that Trade 
$o. greater Advantage; nay, Spain wauld be ſure of their 


Ms > , 
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A ( 149 ) | 
Aſſiſtance to oblige us to the Obſervance: of any Treaty 
which we may conclude to our own Ruin. 
Tu Freedom of the Britiſp Navigation and Commerce 
in America is as, ſtrongly guarded as can be done by the 
moſt expreſs Words; and no Alteration can be made in it 
but for the worſe. By the eighth Article of the Treaty of 
1670, no Britiſb Ship is to fail to, or traffick in, any Spaniſh 
Ports or Settlements; and no Spaniſh Ship is to fail to, or 


; traffick in, any of our Ports. What is the Conſequence, 


Sir „ of this Stipulation ? Does it not expreſly imply, that 
provided we do not trade in their Ports, and we do not 
carry on an illicit Trade? But will it ever imply, that if, 
in carrying on our Commerce to and from our own Settle- 
ments, we approach their Settlements, our Ships and Car- 
goes are therefore to be ſeized and confiſcated, our Seamen 
mangled and impriſoned? It is true, the Spaniards may, 
and, I believe, do pretend, that if it appears to them that a 
Ship has unneceſſarily changed her Courſe to approach any 
of their Settlements, they have a Right to ſearch. that Ship, 
and to confiſcate her, if Span; Commodities are found on 
board. This I have heard many Times aſſerted, both by 
the Friends of Spain, and of our Miniſtry; but if it ſhould 
be admitted by the Miniſtry, that a Span; Guarda Coſta is 
the proper Judge of the Courſe a Britiſb Veſſel ought. to 
keep, we may then bid adieu to every Branch of Naviga- 
tion, and every Advantage of Commerce we have ever 
poſſeſſed in, or drawn from, America. This Claim is not 
only unjuſt in itſelf, but, as the Treaties betwixt us now 
ſtand, it is next to impoſſible for the Spaniards to have an 
fair Proof of à Britiſh Ship trading with their Settlements, 
beſides the Teſtimony of the Captors: themſelves. They 
can have no full Proof that a Ship's Courſe has been unne- 
ceſſarily changed, but from the Maſter of that Ship, whom 
we can never ſuppoſe to be Fool enough to own it. It is 
equally improbable they ſhould be able to prove, that ſuch a 
Ship was trading in the Spaniſb Ports, becauſe that muſt be 
done only by the Teſtimony of the Spaniſb Officers in that 
Port, who are guilty either of a Breach of Truſt, or the 
greateſt Negligence, in not ſeizing ſuch a Ship the Moment 
ſhe broke bulk, or diſpoſed of one Shilling's-worth of Goods 
there in the way of Trade: So that if we ſhould once admit 
the Spaniſh Guarda Coſta's to be Judges of what Courſe a 
Britiſß Ship ought to ſteer in her Navigation from one Part 
of his _— Dominions to another, or. if we ſhould 
admit the | Variation from the Treaty of 1670, we, in 
4 8 | « 


Kern) 
effect, ſubject the Britiſb Naviggtion in theſe Seas to the 
Mercy of its old and natural Enemies, And if, without 

the leaſt Colour of Juſtice from any Conceſſion on our Part, 
they have already treated the Britiſb Traders and Seamen 
with the moſt unheard of Inſolence and Cruelty, what In- 
8 can we ſuppoſe they will not be guilty of, if they have 
much as the Shadow of any Sanction from the Acts of our 
Miniſtry or Plenipotentiaries ? | 
Bur it may be here objected, if the Britiſb Veſſels are 
not to be ſtopped, and ſearched by the Guarda Coſta s, how 
is it poſſible for the King of Spain to prevent the Violation 
of the Treaty of 1670, which plainly ſtipulates a mutual 
Prohibition of Trade to both Nations? The Anſwer to this 
is plain and eaſy. A mutual Prohibition of Trade is cer- 
tainly ſtipulated; but it is as certain from the whole Tenor of 
that 1 that the Violators of this alone are to ſuffer, and _ 
that nothing more is imply'd by the mutual Conſent, which 
the contracting Powers gave to the eighth Article of that 
Treaty, than that it is lawful for either Nation to puniſh the 
Subject of the other Nation, who-ſhould be found carry- 
ing on a Trade in their Ports and Harbours. "This Con- 
ſtruction of that Article ſufficiently ſecures all the Rights 
which the King of Spain can juſtly claim from any Treaty, 
provided' his own Officers and 5 ferve him faith- 
fully. But if any of them have found their own Intereſt 
in betraying that of their Maſter, is it reaſonable that the 
Britiſh Navigation ſhould be ſubjected to almoſt unſurmoun- 
table Reſtrictions at the Pleaſure of the Maſter of a Petty 
Guarda C:/ta, who perhaps has paid dear for his Commiſ- 
ſion with a View of repaying himſelf by the Plunder of our 
Merchants ? | EOS 
THE beſt way, therefore, to prevent the Intention of 
the American Treaty from being fruſtrated, is, by the King 
of Spain laying his Officers and Governors in the Vet In- 
dies, under ſuch Regulations, as that the fair Trader may 
be protected, and the Interloper puniſhed. Whereas at pre- 
ſent the Caſe is quite the Reverſe; and the Interlopers, by 
importing Commodities into the Spaniſh Settlements, and 
making Matters up with the Governors and Officers, have 
double the Profit, that any Merchant, under the preſent 
Diſcouragements of Commerce, can clear in a lawful way 
or Trade betwixt any of our Ameriean Settlements and 
| Great Britain. The many Villainies of this Kind that 
have been practiſed, have, no doubt, been of very great 
Prejudice to the Revenue of Spain; and they may have been 
repreſented. 
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ll repreſented in ſuch a Light at that Court, as inclines it 6 
| believe that they are entirely owing to the clandeſtine Com- 
RE merce carried on by Britih Subjects, who are privately ſup- 
ported and encouraged not only by our Merchants but by 
our Governors. But it is our Buſineſs to undeceive the 
| Spaniſh Court in this Point, if it has received any ſuch Im- 
=- preſſions . We ought to let it know, that the Inter eſt of Bri- 
= tain, and the Intereſt of Spain, in the exerciſe of the Ame- 
rican Commerce, if rightly. conſidered, are the ſame ; and 
that it lies at their Dads to remove theſe Grievances, 
by laying their Governors under proper Regulations, and 
putting them on ſuch: a Footing, as that their Duty and In- 
—% / oo ood oi 
'Fn1s is the proper and only Method, that conſiſtently 
with our Rights, Spain can purſue for rendering the Advan- 
| tages ſtipulated in her Fayour by Treaties effectual. For 
while every Spaniſh Governor in the Veſt Indies ſhall dare, | 
| with Impunity and Succeſs to himſelf, to violate the Law of ö 
| Nations, and the Duties of his own Station, there can be no 
| End of Grievances on both Sides. A clandeſtine Trade will 
. be carried on, tho' our Government ſhould even exert it- 
0 ſelf to ſuppreſs it, and unlawful Captures will be made, 
10 even tho? the Court of Spain ſhould be ſincere in its Endea- 
1 vours to prevent them. But is it reaſonable that for the 
"Ss Acts of. a few Smugglers amongſt ourſelves, we ſhould give 
1 up the only Right, the only Security, which our lawful 
( Traders can poſſibly have, in their American Commerce, by 
i, admitting the Treaty of 1670, to be ſubjected to any Dif- 
if cuſſion, or to be liable to receive any other Meaning than 
= - what it preſents at firſt Sight to every Man of Common 
of Senſe who reads it? Is it not plain to every Man who reads 
5 that Treaty, that, as in America we can have no lawful 
9 Trade with the Spaniſh Settlements, therefore we ought to 
1 be ſubjected to no Search from their Guarda Caſta's, nor to 
any Confiſcation, unleſs we are actually trading in their 
| Ports? Aſk any Man, who has the leaſt Acquaintance with 
MM that Trade, if their Ignorance of the Coaſts, the Strength 
= of the Tides, and the Uncertainty of the Winds, does not k 
. ſometimes force our Sailors to make the Spaniſb Coaſts, be 
their Caution to avoid them ever ſo great. And is it not 
plain to every Man, who throws his Eyes upon a Map of 
America, lt ſees the Situation of our and the Spaniſh Set- 
tlements there, that, if our Plenipotentiaries ſhould admit 
even of a Poſſibility of a Caſe happening, in which the 
Searching and Confiſcation of a Britifh Ship, not in the 
| * 8 4 Y 8 1 * 50 Spaniſt 
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Spanzh Harbours, may be lawful, no Veſſe} navigating be= 
twixt one part of his Majeſty's Dominions there to another 
e F=m ; ntfhh#: 21, . eee 101808 REA 
HAvIN O from ſelf-evident Principles, and, I hope, un- 
deniable Conſequences, proved that we can have no Free- 
dom or Security of Navigation, but by ſtrictly adhering; to 

the Treaty made in the Lear 1670, ' I ſhall now take the 
Liberty to conſider how well this material Point has been 
underſtood by thoſe who made the Treaties of Madrid and 
Seville; the one in the Year 1721, the other in the Lear 
1729. The ſecond Article of the former Freaty ſays, 

Tua the Treaties of Peace and Commerce, con- 
© cluded at Utrecht the 1 3th of Fuly, and the gth of De- 
c. cember, in the Year 1713, wherein are comprehended the 
Treaty made at Madrid 1667, and the Cedulas therein 
mentioned, ſhall remain confirmed and ratified. “, 

AFTER what has been ſaid on this Subject, I cannot 
help thinking -it pretty odd, that the only Treaty, by: 
which our Navigation on theſe Seas is ſecured, ſhould not 
have been confirmed as well as other Treaties, by thoſe who 
had the Management of this Negotiation ; and till I hear 
farther, muſt be of Opinion, that this Omiſſion was one 
great Handle for theſe Violences, which were committed by 
the Spaniards betwixt the Years 1721, and 17322. 

In the firft ſeparate Article of the Treaty of Seville, we 
read theſe Words | | 

* ALTHO* conformably to the Preliminary Articles, it is 
© ſaid, in the fourth Article of the Treaty ſigned this Day, 
c that the Commerce of the Engliſb Nation in America, 
© ſhould be eſtabliſhed on the Foot of the Treaties and 
Conventions, antecedent to the Year One Thouſand Se- 
< yen Hundred arid Twenty-Five ; however, for the great- 
© er Exactneſs, it is farther declared, by the preſent Arti- 
© cle between their Britannick and Catholick Majeſties, 
c which ſhall have the ſame Force, and be under the ſame 
© Guaranty as the Treaty ſigned this Day, that under 
< that general Denomination are comprehended the Treaties 
© of Peace and of Commerce, conchided at Utrecht the 
< thirteenth of Juh, and ninth of December, in the Year 
< 1713, in which are compriſed the Treaty of One Thou- 
c ſand Six Hundred and Sixty-Seven, made at Madrid, and 
< the Cedulas therein mentioned. The latter Treaty made 
< at Madrid, the 14th of December 1715, as alſo the par- 
© ticular Contract, commonly called the Aſſento, for bring- 
© ing Negro Slaves into the Shani Indie, which was made 
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0 Ge abth Day of March in the ſaid Vear 1713, in Con- 
_ 'S ſequence of the 12th Article of the Treaty of Utrecht,” . 


HzRE we ſee the very ſame Omiſſion; and I cannot 


but think that our Miniſters have been impoſed on when 


y agreed to the ſcond ſeparate Article; where it is ſaid, 
That all Ships, Merchandize and Effects, which ſhall not 


„ have been taken or ſeized on Account of unlawful Com- 


merce, and which ſhall now be proved by authentick Proofs 
and Documents, to have been ſeized, detained, or confiſcat- 


< ed in the Ports of Spain, either in Europe or in the Indies, 
© and namely, the Ship Prince Frederick and her Cargo, 
if they have not been reſtored already, ſhall be immedi- 
< ately reſtored. I ſay it is evident, that as the mention of 


the Treaty of 1670. is here omitted, the Words, which 


* ſhall not have been taken or ſeized on Account of - ut.:aw- 
ful Commerce, ſubjected: all thoſe Ships to Confiſcation, in 
which the Spaniards had found Spaniſh: Specie or Commo- - 
dities; tho' there is nothing more clear than that the Bri- 


tifþ Ships may have both Spun Commodities and Spaniſh 
Specie on Board, and yet not be concerned in an illicit 
Trade. But unleſs we have an abſolute Conceſſion from 
Spain, that no Ships ſhall be ſearched ; that no Seizure ſhall 


be made, except when a Ship is found trading in her very 
Ports, and this we can fairly claim ” the Treaty of One 


Thouſand Six Hundred and Seyenty ; I ſay, unleſs we can 
obtain this of the King of Spain, our Merchants can have 
no Safety. / Beſides, I never heard it ſaid that the Spani- 
ards ever pretended that any of the Ships, which they had 


at that time confiſcated, were ſeized in their Ports or Har- 


bours; if this was not pretended there was no Occaſion for 


| ſuch a Clauſe; and no doubt our Negotiators might with 
Reaſon have inſiſted, that in every other Caſe in which 


a Britiſh Ship is'ſeized, the Captors are guilty of Piracy, they 
might and ought to have inſiſted, that therefore they ſhould 
be delivered up to Juſtice; and if upon Trial it had been 
found, that acted from Authority of any Miniſter at 
the Court of Spain, they ought to have inſiſted that his 
Catholick Majeſty ſhould have diſowned what his Miniſter 
did. And here I muſt take notice of one very remark- 
able Article, which is the fourteenth of the Treaty of 
1670. The Words of this Article are theſe : * 
+ PARTICULAR Offences ſhall: no way be a Prejudice 
to this Treaty, and cauſe no Enmities or Diſſentions be- 
.< tween the two Nations; but every one ſhall anſwer for 
'© what he has done, and be proſecuted for it. or 
- / | | 6 Aa 
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c ſhalt the one have Recourſe to Letters of R riſal, or any 
mleſt Juſtice is actu- 
* ally dented, or unreaſonable Delays uſed in adminiſtring 


other Methods of the like Nature, unleſs 
the ſame.” —© 


- - 


By theſe Words the Offender, be his Station ever ſo high, 


was anſwerable to that Nation 1 * whom the Offence 
y 


was committed, We likewiſe ſee by the latter part of this 
Article, that Letters of Repriſal may be granted, and other 
Methods of the like Nature may be taken, when Juſtice is 
either actually denied or unreaſonably protracted. Will the 
beſt Friend that the Court of Spain has in this Kingdom, 


deny that Juſtice was unreaſonably protracted? Does it not 


appear from the Memorials of the $pani/5 Miniſters thems 


| ſelves, that no Regard was had even to the Cedulas dif- 


patched from the Court of Madrid to their Governors in 


the Wit diess Muſt it not therefore follow, that either 


theſe Governdrs had ſecret Inſtructions from the Crown of 
Spain to act as they did; and in that Caſe, there is not the 
leaſt doubt but that Juſtice was actually denied, or that our 
Miniſters were guilty of the greateſt Puſilanimity in not re- 
quiring the nders to be delivered up to Juſtice? Had 
this been done, our Navigation and Commerce in the 2 


Indies had ſoon felt the good Effects of our Reſolution; but 


as it was not done, as not one Step was made by our Nego- 


tiators, except preſenting a Number of fruitleſs Memorials, 


to obtain Satisfaction for our Loſſes, where is the Wonder 
if the Spaniards ſhould continue their Depredations, ſince 
they could do it with Impunity? It is true, that the Di- 
ſtance betwixt his Catholick Majeſty's European and A-, 
meritan Dominons is ſo great, that it is not to be expe 


that the proper Documents, either of the Breach of Duty 


in the Spaniſh Governors, or of the Nature of the Seizures 
made by them on the American Seas, can be tranſmitted ſo 
ſoon to the Court of Madrid, as the Impatience of our Suf- 


ferers requires. 


Toon this was a very good Argument at a Time 
when the Spaniſh Inſolence was in its Dawn, it is a very 
bad one after two or three and twenty Vears Continuance. 
You may yourſelf remember, that when the Addreſs for a 
War-with' Spain, in the Year 1718, waspreſented from the 
Commons to his Majeſty ; a certain Gentleman who had 
Occaſion to know a good deal of the L Court, and 
who was on the ſame Side of 1 ion with yourſelf, 
took Occaſion to apologize 2 the Delay of „ 
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Spain. He ſhewed from 94 manner in which commercial 
Affairs was treated in Spain, and the variety of Courts and 
Judicature, through which the requiſite Proofs and Docu- 
ments were to paſs, that it was not to be wondered at, if ſome 
Delays had been uſed in anſwering the Demands of our 
Merchants; and his Arguments made ſome Impreſſion on 
the Houſe. But this would be a very odd Piece of Reaſon- 
ing at this time. Have we not ſerved Spain in every Mea- 


ſure that ſhe has ſet on Foot in order to aggrandize herſelf? 


Have we not granted her, and punctually fulfilled Treaties 
the moſt advantageous in her Favour? And can any Man 
ſay that ſhe has ſhewed us the leaſt Return of Gratitude ? 

lave not the Obſtacles ſhe threw in the way of our Navi- 


_ gation and Commerce, riſen in Proportion as the Marks of 


Efteem and. Friendſhip, we. ſo profuſely heaped upon her, 
increaſed? And have not. theſe Marks of. Eſteem and 
Friendſhip increaſed in Proportion as her Ambition. extend- 
ed; or. the Power that ſupported her Inſolence gathered 


| Strength ? And have we not, for theſe twenty Years paſt, 


kiſſed the Rod that chaſtiſed us, and courted the Hand that 


 IJmote us? All this is ſo undeniable, that the beſt Friend you 


have in the World may be. defied to prove one Advantage, 
except the Character of Forgiving Chriſtians, that we have 
reapt by all the good Offices we have done to her; or one 
Article of the Treaties, ſo far as they made for us, that has 


been fulfilled by Syain. Nor can any Friend of Spain pre- 
tend, that any one Article in their Favour has not been punc- 


tually fulfilled by us. 5 


WHEN the Treaty of Seville was made, it was thought 
by many to be a bad Treaty, even tho' the Stipulations in 


our Favour had been punctually fulfilled by the Spaniards. 


J believe you have ſome Reaſons for remembering, that 
ſome remarkable Pamphlets were wrote at that Time, to 


_ perſuade the Nation that we had made a Peace, which put 


us in a better Condition than any we had been in ſince the 
Revolution; tho? the Reaſoning that ſupported this Aſſer- 
tion was proved, and generally thought to be very bad, even 
upon the Suppoſition that the Stipulations of that Treaty in 
our Favour had been faithfully executed. But how muſt it 
ſound to Poſterity, when it appears, that even the Terms 


we got by that my were never fulfilled? And what a 


Figure muſt that People make in Hiſtory, who have Terms 
impoſed upon them, when. they are in a Condition to im- 
pole them on others; and tho” poſſeſt of Power, are deſti- 

| ; 2 | tute 


= erms, poor as they are! It can never be pretended, that 
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tute of Spirit, to command the Obſervance of thoſe very 


any new Rights remain to be adjuſted betwixt us and the · 
Spaniards. It can never be pretended, that ſince the Treaty 
of Seville, they have committed one Species of Inſolence or 
Rapine, that they were not guilty of before that Treaty 
was concluded. Nay, I am afraid many Circumſtances 
have happened, and thoſe too brought about by our own 
Counſels, and our own Armaments, that may make them 
more regardleſs of their Treaties with us than ever: And it 
is no *hard 'matter to foreſee, that Spain, by a bare Con- 
tinuance of her Breach of Faith, and we, by renewing our 
Preparations for War, while we truſt to Treaties of Peace, 
may ſoon deprive Great Britain even of the poor Satisfaction 
of being able, every, Year, 'to ſend out a formidable Fleet, 
to beg for an unregarded Treaty. | 


THERE is no Occaſion for us to run ſo far back, as to 


the Days of Queen Elizabeth and Cromwell, to bring In- 


ſtances of the Britiſß Impatience, » under Injuries that 
affected her own Intereſt and Honour, or thoſe of her 
Allies; we need only take a View of the Conduct of the 
late Reign, during a Period, wherein you thought it no 
Diſhonour to own yourſelf to be a Country Gentleman, in 


the Face of an auguſt Aſſembly. This Period will, I be- 


lieve, be eaſily gueſſed by every Reader, when he reflects, 


that there was a Period fince you came firſt into the Admi- 
{tration, when Great Britain by one bold, juſt, and neceſ- 
ſary Blow made herſelf formidable to her Enemies, and 
truſted by her Allies. It was a Period, when the fruitleſs 
Solicitations of our Miniſters, only for one or two Years 
were thought by the Miniſtry to be a juſt Ground of a 
War with Spain; and when the Commons voted, * That 
© they would vigorouſly aſſiſt and ſupport his Majeſty in the 

_ © War with the King of Spain, till Spain was reduced to 
accept of reaſonable Terms of Peace, and to agree to ſuch 
< Conditions of Trade and Commerce, as this Nation is 
s juſtly entitled to by their ſeveral "Treaties. When an 
Addreſs in theſe Terms was propoſed, you may remember, 
that ſeveral Members, who then were and ſtill continue in 
the Oppolition, were of Opinion, that it was a little un- 
adviſeable for us to venture all at once upon a War with 
Sparn, till we did our utmoſt to procure Satisfaction to our 
Merchants in an amicable Way, But, upon an Honour- 
able Gentleman (who is 8 a Noble Lord) — 
111 2 that 
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that he had preſented at leaſt five and twenty Memorials to 
the Court of Spain, in relation to the Complaints of our 
Merchants, without any Succeſs, the Addreſs was votet. 
HERE was a Miniftry, and a Houſe of Commons, who 
thought their Prince's, the Nation's, and their own Ho- 
nour ſo much engaged to reſent the Loſs for ene or two 
Years ſpent in fruitleſs Solicitations, and the Refuſal of 
hve and twenty Memorials of our Miniſters, that they. voted 
for a War: What Reſentment would fuch a Miniſtry bave 
ſhewed, had the Solicitations been continued, inſtead of one 


Year for one and twenty Years; and inſtead of twenty-five, 
bad the Spaniards rejected fix times that Number of Me- 


morials ? For I believe no fewer have been ineffectually pre- 


| ſented by our Miniſters ſince that time. What Reſolutions 


would not ſuch a Houſe of Commons have come to, had 
theſe piratical Practices been continued by the Spaniards, in 
Defiance of the moſt ſolemn Engagements, and in Breach 
of the moſt advantageous Treaties in their Favours, by» us 
punctually fulfilled ? . And here it may not be amiſs to ob- 


ferve, that tho the King of Spain's attacking the Emperor 


in Sicily, was the Reaſon why our Court gave Orders to Sir 
George Bing to attack the Spaniſh Fleet, before any formal 
Declaration of War was made on either Part ; yet the Secu- 
rity of our Commerce and Navigation, and the procuring 
Satisfaction for our Merchants, were the Grounds of the Ad- 
dreſs at that time preſented by the Houſe of Commons. And 
it is very remarkable, that this Addreſs was in Conſequence 
of a Meſſage ſent by his late Majeſty to the Houſe, in 
which, without taking any Notice of the Affair betwixt the 
Emperor and Spain, it is ſaid, That all his Majeſty's En- 
* deayours, and thoſe of the moſt Chriſtian King, to pro- 
cure Redreſs of the many Injuries done to the Subjects of 
« Great Britain, by the King of * to the unſpeakable 
Detriment of the Trade of theſe Kingdoms, or even to 
obtain a Diſcontinuance of the unjuſt fee carrying 
© on by that Crown, having prov'd ineffectual, his Maje- 
< {ty had found it neceſſary to declare War againſt Spain. 
Theſe Words ſhew us, that the King of Great Britain 
looked upon the Violences committed upon his trading Sub- 


Fer as a Breach of the Treaties ſubſiſting betwixt the two 


rowns, and an actual Commencement of Hoſtilities on 
the Part of Spain. And if the vigorous Conduct of Great 


Britain at that Time, has been ſince attended with Conſe- 


quences no way for her Intereſt, it muſt be owing to a 
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Change of Meaſures introduced by a ſueceeding Adminiſtra- 

tion. | Fa . BE 
Such were the Politicks, and ſuch was the Conduct of 
a Period, wherein you was a Country Gentleman; and 
tho' there is no Occaſion to conſider how well we have act 
ed up to theſe Maxims ſince you came to be a Firſt Mini- 
ſter, yet it may not be amiſs to take a View of ſome of 
the good Effects, that the late Pacific Meaſures we have en- 


tered into with Spain, muſt have upon the Navigation and 


Trade of Great Britain. | Lo N 
Ok of the moſt plauſible Arguments I have yet heard 
advanced in Defence of our Conduct, is, that in caſe we 
had entered into a War, our Trade might have run into 
other Channels, from which it would be difficult, if not 


impoſſible, to have diverted it into its old Courſe, even on 


the Concluſion of the moſt advantageous Peace. I ſhall 
not at preſent enter into any Diſcuſſion how well this Ar- 


gument is founded, but ſhall beg leave to conſider, how 


well this Inconveniency has been obviated by the Conven- 
tion lately concluded with Spain. In the firſt Place, fo far 
as occurs to me from the Peruſal of the Convention, the 
Crown of Spain has no otherwiſe difavowed, the late un- 


juſtifiable Captures and Barbarities of her Subjects upon the 
Britiſh Merchants and Sailors, than by a Stipulation that 


the Proceedings of the Plenipotentiaries, who are to meet 


for regulating the Grievances, ſhall be according to the pre- 


ceding Treaties, now in Force betwixt the contracting 
Powers. Really, as J hinted before, this is to me a very 
unintelligible Stipulation. If, as the Parliament has declar- 


ed, the Rights of our Navigation and Commerce, as found- 


ed on theſe Treaties, are juſt and undoubted, what is to be 
regulated? For I believe the Spanidrds themſelves cannot 
pretend, that one of the Captures they have made was con- 
ſrſtent with the Senſe in which the Brit;þ Parliament un- 
derſtood theſe Treaties; and if there is any Doubt, if a 
Britiſh Parliament was miſtaken in the Conſtruction of 
Treaties, upon which the Rights of Brityh Subjects are 
founded, I ſhould be glad to know what Security our Mer- 


- . chants are to have in carrying on their Commerce to Ame- 
rica, during the eight Months allowed to the Plenipotentia- 


ries for finiſhing the Treaty. | 

FT rmaAsins, that during that Time, People will be 
much more backward in hazarding their Effects betwixt one 
Part of America and another, or betwixt America and Bri- 


| — 
tain, than they were before this Convention was ſigned. 

And the Reaſon is plain: Before the Convention was ſign- 
ed, it was the general and the firm Opinion both of the 


Parliament and the People, that all the Captures made by 


the Spaniards were unlawful, and that the Sufferers would 
be amply indemnified, or their Injuries ſeverely revenged. 
This Notion gave them ſome Encouragement to proſecute 
that Trade with all the Diſadvantages it then labour'd un- 
der. But who amongſt them will now be ſo bold, as to 


riſque his Intereſt, when he is not ſure but that the moſt 


cautious, the moſt inoffenſive Method in which he can pro- 
ceed, may make his Perſon liable to Impriſonment, and his 

Goods to Confiſcation? The Spaniards cannot now have the 
leaſt Check upon their Inſolence and Rapine ; for let them 
commit ever ſo many Inſtances of both, they go all to the 


ſame Account. They find, that hitherto they have had no 


Reaſon to repent, and why are they to fear it for the future? 
Happen what will, ſay they, we are ſafe at leaſt for theſe 
eight Months, and at the End of theſe, if it ſhall be found 
that we have acted amiſs, it is but ſetting on foot a new 


Negotiation, and refunding about Five per Cent. of our 
Plunder, and all is well; and it ſhall coſt Great Britain ten 


times that Sum before ſhe recovers even that. 
THis is the Manner in which the Spaniards will reaſon, 


and this is the Manner, in which it is plain they have rea- 


ſoned all along; and is a natural Way of Reaſoning in a 


People, who can with Impunity, nay, with Advantage, 


gratify their hereditary Averſion to another. They thus 
' reconcile their Intereſt to their Revenge, and their Revenge 
to their Religion, In the mean time what Sentiments muſt 
ariſe in every honeſt Britiſb Heart, ſubjected to all the Mi- 
ſeries of War, when over-power'd; and, when Maſters, 
obliged to proceed with all the Civilities of Peace! And, 
what muſt add to their Indignation, is, that theſe Miferies 
are infleted by Orders of a Prince, whoſe Subjects were 
formerly really as much inferior to ours in the Field, as his 
Miniſters now vainly flatter themſelves they excel ours in 
the Cabinet. | | ; 
Bur leaſt theſe Suppoſitions and Reaſonings ſhould be 
looked upon as Invectives rather than Arguments, I ſhall 
beg leave only to put you in mind of the Contents of the 
ſecond ſeparate Article of the late Convention. We there 
ſee the Capture of a Britiſb Ship, by the Spaniards, left to the 
Deciſion of the Plenipotentiaries, tho ſhe was in a fair 
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Trade, and allowed to be ſailing from one of her own Iſlands. 
She is, indeed, order'd to be reſtor'd, but on what Condi- 
tion? That the Owners of the Ship, give Security to Don 
Thomas Geraldino, to abide by what ſhall be decided there- 


upon by the Miniſters Plenipotentiaries. But what are 


theſe Miniſters to decide upon? Are they to decide, that a 
Ship in a fair way of Trade, failing from one of our own 
Settlements, not pretended to be within Sight of one of 
theirs, and laden with our own. Commodities, is, or is not, 
a lawful Capture? What Merchant, after this, will think 


himſelf ſafe in any Latitude on the American Seas from the 
Violences of a Guarda Coſta, ſuperior in Strength to that 


of his own Veſſel? Can any Inſtance be given of a Ship 
with more unexceptionable Circumſtances attending her 
Navigation? Or can your beſt Friend point out one Reaſon 


why ſuch a Ship becomes a doubtful. Capture, except, that 
ſhe belonged to Britain, and was failing in the American 


HERE I am aware, it may be objected, there is nothing 


more ſtipulated by this Article, than that before the Ship, 


or its Value, is reſtored, the Owners ſhall give Satisfaction 
to ſuſtain the Price which the Minifters Plenipotentiaries 
ſhall put on that Ship and her Cargo, to be a full and an 
adequate Satisfaction for the Capture. But the very Words 
of the Article ſufficiently anſwer this Objection. If the 
Ship and her Cargo is ſpecifically to be reſtor'd, there is 
then no room for any Arbitrators or Judges; and if the 
Value is to be reſtored, : we find by the latter part of the 
Article, that Reſtitution ſhall be made, not upon the De- 
ciſion of the Plenipotentiaries, but according to the Senſe 


of Treaties ; but the Plenipotentiaries are in the mean 


time to be Judges of the Senſe of theſe Treaties. So that 
the plain Engliſb of the whole is, that the Plenipotentiaries 
ſhall be Judges, whether or not the Treaties antecedent to 


the 10th of December, 1737. allow a Britifh Ship to be 


confiſcable, though it is agreed on all hands, that ſhe was 
failing from one of our own Settlements. This, I ſay, 
is the Conſtruction which your Enemies will make of this 


Article; though I am perſuaded it muſt have ſome other 


Meaning, though I own my ſelf to be ſo dull that I cannot 
find it out. Wn 


FTukRE are other Circumſtances attending this Con- 
vention, that ſeem to lay our Merchants under inextrica- 
| | L 4 ble 
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( 132 ) | 
ble Perplexities in their Trade to their Settlements in 
Fe hon fd, - hint the King: of 

4 has been ſaid, at | ing o pain paying 
95000 Pounds, has, in effect, diſowned the wn ro- 


cCeedings of his Subjects, that gave riſe to the Differences be- 


twixt the two Crowns. It is indeed mentioned in the Con- 
vention, that this is a Balance due to the Crown and Subjects 
of Great Britain, after Deduction made of the Demands of 


the Crown and Subjects of Spain. But it ſeems a little un- 


reaſonable, that the Claim of one Crown upon another 


- ſhould be ſatisfied out of the Effects of private Perſons, 


It ſeems equally unreaſonable, that if any of the Subjects 


of Britain have robb*d or plunder'd the Subjects of Spain, 


the Party injur'd ſhould be indemnified out of the Effects of 

Perſons no _ acceſſary to the Robbery, and no way 

ſharing in the Plunder. . 

Ix the ſtipulated Sum is in full of all the Loſſes we 

= ſuſtained, or if the Deduction that has been made is 
a Trifle, another, and a till a greater, Difficulty oc- 


curs, It is certain that the Loſſes our Merchants have 


ſuſtained amount to more than double that Sum: There- 
fore it follows, that the 95,000 Pounds is to indemnify only 
thoſe Merchants who were robbed while they were in a 


fair way of Trade, Now, as it is not ſpecified by any 


publiek Act, what is, or what is not an illicit Trade, how 
ſhall our Merchants, during the eight Months allowed to 
the Plenipotentiaries for finiſhing their Negotiation, know 
what particular Branches of Trade and Navigation fall un- 
der the Denomination of Illicit. If they are to judge by 


the Treaties in force betwixt Great Britain and Spain, none 


of the Captures complained of are juſtifiable, becauſe none 
of them were made in the Spani/h Ports or Harbours ; and 
if they are to judge by this Convention, the Captures which 
they think to be the moſt illegal may be legal, becauſe one of 
them, wherein the moſt favourable Circumſtance is con- 

curred for the Sufferers, is admitted to be doubtful. 
Frxom what has been ſaid, I think it fully appears, that 
there muſt be a very great Stagnation of our American Trade 
during theſe eight Months, and that this Stagnation may as 
readily force it to run into other Channels, as if the ſame 
nconveniency were occaſioned by a War; but with this 
ifference, that it is poſſible, by an advantageous Treaty, 
after a ſucceſsful War, to retrieve the Loſſes we may ſuſtain; 
but if we ſuſtain theſe Loſſes during a Time of Peace, and 
in 


| | (363) | _ 
in Conſequence of the Methods we purſue to prevent them, 
we have then nothing to truſt to but a Miracle. Nh. 
HERE I am glad of having a fair Opportunity of anſwer- 
ing and refuting one Calumny that has been induſtriouſſy 
propagated by the Enemies of your Meaſures. They have 
inſinuated, as if the Article of the Yeni Account, which 
has been admitted oy us, was the Payment for the Ships 


taken by Sir George Bing, in the Year 1718, and which by 
the Treaty concluded at Madrid in 1721, we were obliged 

to reſtore to Spain. In order to undeceive the World in this 
Particular, I ſhall by one Quotation from a celebrated * 
Pamphlet, which is ſaid to be wrote by you, or at leaſt by 
your Direction, make it appear, that it was once your 
Opinion, that this Claim of the Spaniards was unjuſt. and 
groundleſs. And as the Publick has no Reaſon to preſume 
that you have altered your Sentiments on this Head, I hope 
it will ſtop the Mouth of Calumny itſelf. In Page 21. f 
that Pamphlet, we read as follows, viz. : 
Bor before I leave this Article (vis. the firſt ſeparate 
Article of the Treaty of Seville) I muſt take Notice of that 
Part of it which relates to the Claim his Catholick Ma- 
« jeſty may have to Recompence for the Spaniſh Ships of 
War, which were taken in the Mediterranean in the 
6 Year 1718. By the Treaty of 1721 it was agreed, that 
+ thoſe Ships ſhould be reſtored, or, in caſe of their being 
© fold, the Value of them paid in Money to the King of 
© Spain. As therefore. the King of Spain had agreed, by the 
c firſt Article of this Treaty, to a Confirmation of the 
£ Treaty of 1721, and had conſequently acknowledged our 
Right to demand Reſtitution of all that we could claim 
in Purſuance of that Treaty ; he, in his turn, pretended 
to the Reſtitution of the Men of War above mentioned; 
or their Value, by virtue of the ſame Treaty. And thig 
certainly was a Claim which, ' confidered abſtractedly 
from ſome Circumſtances attending that particular Caſe, 
could not have been diſputed. Thoſe Circumftances were, 
that his Catholick Majeſty did actually ſend Commiſlaries, 
in Purſuance of the Treaty of 1721. to Port Mahon, 
where the faid Men of War then lay, to demand the 
+ Reſtitution of them ; and that they were really at that 
Time offered to thoſe Commiſſaries, but refuſed by them 

© on account of their being in a decayed Condition, and 
5 unfit for Service. This was what was alleged 9 
| Fart 


, | 
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Part when the preſent Treaty was negotiating ; but as the 
King of Spain ſtill inſiſted upon his Right to the Reſtitu- 
< tion of the ſaid Ships, tho? he was contented to refer that 
< Pretenſion to the Diſcuſſion of Commiſſaries, I would 
© fain know upon what Grounds, and by what Rule of 
< Juſtice, his Majeſty could have refuſed to comply with 

- © this Requeſt ; ſince it is notorious, that the Ships to which 
Spain was intitled by the fifth Article of the Treaty of 
© 1721, were never actually reſtored, and his Catholick 
« Majeſty has at leaſt a Right to have the Reaſons why they 
< were not reftored examined into, And there was the leſs. 
< Pretence for declining this Diſcuſſion, becauſe we were 
< ſure it would upon Examination appear, that it was the 
© Fault of the Spaniards only, that thoſe Ships were not put 
inte their Poſſeſſion.” 5 | | 
— Faris is, I believe, a very juſt State of the Caſe betwixt 
Great Britain and Spain, with regard to the Spaniſh Claim 
for the Ships taken in 1718; and no body who reads it but 
will immediately be of this Author's Opinion, that the Claim 
zs unjuſt, even ſuppoſing that we had no Counterclaim to 
| make upon Sparn, by the great Expences which her Vio- 
| lence and Injuſtice obliged us to be at in defending Gibraltar, 
1 and fitting out two or three large Squadrons. Beſides, I 
| | ſhould be oy if the very beſt Reaſon for our entering into 
| 
| 


War in the Year 1718, which was to humble the Power 
of Spain by Sea, had been fruſtrated by our reſtoring thoſe 
Ships that ſupported her Power. And I think it was ex- 
tremely lucky for the Intereſt of Britain, that it was the 
Fault of the Spaniards alone, that thoſe Ships were not put 
into their Poſſeſſion. 
- HavinG thus taken the Liberty to examine into the 
Effects, which this Convention muſt have upon our Ame- 
rican Trade, and likewiſe obviated an Inſinuation that gave 
your Friends great Uneaſineſs; I ſhall now beg leave to take 
2 View of ſome Deficiencies which your Enemies pretend 
to find, both as to the Nature and Tenor of this Con- 
vention. | | | 
Is the firſt Place, they inſiſt, that by this Convention 
nothing has been done that can give our Merchants the leaſt 
Satisfaction, with regard to the future Regulation of their 
Commerce ; and that they are in the ſame, if not in a worſe 
Situation now, as when the Spaniſh Inſolence was in its 
Height and Fury. There is not, ſay they, one Expreſſion 
in it that ties down the Spaniards from committing the ſame 
' Depredations 
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Depredations again, nor is there one Caſe ſpecified in which 


it is Jawful for us to trade, even to our own Settlements in 


America; ſo that in Effect it may be properly called, 


a Preliminary Stipulation betwixt two Crowns, to agree, 


if their Miniſters dont fall out. 


In the next Place, theſe Gentlemen inſiſt that we are in 

a much worſe Caſe now, than we were in at the Conclu- 
fion of the Treaty of Seville. When that Treaty was con- 
cluded, a great many Points were referred to Commiſſaries, 
but then theſe Commiſſaries were to give in their Report a- 
ainſt a limited Time, and their Deciſion was to have no 
Effect till communicated and ratified by their Conſtituents. 
Thus a Door was open to rectify any falſe Steps they might 
take, and we had ſtill the Wiſdom of his Majeſty, and the 
Miniſtry'to truſt to. Whereas, by this Convention, the Nights 
of the Nathin are put into the Hands of Plenipotentiaries, 
who by their full Powers may if they dare yield them up. 
If this ſhould be the Caſe, it would be but a poor Satisfac- 


tion for the Nation to be revenged on the Plenipotentiaries, 
or the Miniſters who gave them their Inſtructions. 


WHAT adds to the Apprehenſions of many, that 
ſome fatal Conceſſion of this Kind may be made, is, 


that it does not appear, that our Miniſters, who have 
Negotiated at the Court of Spain, haye perfectly un- 
derſtood ſo much of the Rights of Navigation and Com- 
merce, as founded on Treaties, as to put the Differences 


betwixt us and Spain in a clear Light at that Court. If 


they had, give me leave to aſk, whether there is a Poſſibi- 


lity that the Spaniards could have fallen on one Shift, one 


Evaſion, to elude the Conſequences that muſt follow upon 


ſuch a Repreſentation ? But if they have not, let me aſk you 
again, whether the Spaniards had not ſufficient Reaſon for 
what they did, on' a Suppoſition that the Dong of One 
Thonſand Six Hundred and Sixty-Seven, except J think in 
one Article, regarded only the European Trade, as that of 
One Thouſand Six Hundred and Seventy did the American? 
Upon this Suppoſition the Span;yh Miniſters reaſoned very 


artfully ; they picked out all the Articles that favoured 
themſelves in the latter Treaty, they denied us the Privilege 


of bringing any one Article of the former Treaty in our 
Favour, and thereby made very juſt Concluſions for their 
own Intereſts. But, it is not a Two-Penny Matter to Bri- 
tain, when the Queſtion is about her American Commerce, 
if there had never been any other Treaty made with Spain 


beſides 


; * 
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befides that of 1670. Had our Negotiators ſufficiently un- 
derſtood the Intereſt of Britain, they would never have 
ſuffered themſelves to have been diverted from this plain 
Point, No Search becauſe no Trade, by any Chicane of 

the Spaniards, or by any Arguments they could advance 
from other Treatie. 25 N b 
. THBRE is another very diſagreeable Circumſtance at- 

tending this Convention, which is, that there is no Regu- 

lation made of the intolerable Abuſes which the Spaniards 
have introduced in the Proceſſes of Confiſcation, when the 
Britiſh Subject is the Plaintiff, Without a Regulation of 
this Kind, it is impoſſible: that the moſt advantageous Trea- 
ty in our Favour, on the Foot of this Convention, ſhould be 
effeftual, 'T his Apprehenſion is the better grounded, when 
we reflect on the numberleſs Hardſhips, which our Mer- 
chants, in Conſequence of the ſixth Article of the Treaty of 
Seville, were ſubjected to, by ſolliciting their reſpective 
Claims at the Court of Spain, where Juſtice is to be ſuppoſ- 
ed to be more impartially and readily adminiſtered, than it is 
at any inferior Judicature in the Spanz Dominions. This 
is an Inconveniency foreſeen by the Lords; who proteſted 
againſt the Treaty of Seville, one of the Reaſons of their 
Diſſent being as —.— < Becauſe the Obligation on our 
Merchants to make Proof of the Juſtice of their De- 
< mands for their Loſſes, at the Court of Spain, is, in our 
Opinion, an Hardſhip upon them, and no ways honour- 
© able for the Nation; and we are perſuaded thoſe unfor- 
© tunate Gentlemen, will undertake ſo troubleſome and ex- 
£ penlive a Journey with leſs Chearfulneſs, becauſe they 
may fear their Claims are likely to be counter-ballanced 
s by others from the Spamards; and after all, they have 
< only the ſlender Comfort of hoping (if they think there 
£ iz even any Root for them to hope) to get that Redreſs 
c by Commiſſaries, which they have not. hitherto been able 
< to obtain by Plenipotentiaries.” OY 8 | 
How exactly this Prediction has been fulfilled, the bleed- 
ing State of our Commerce, and the repeated Inſults we 
ſtill receive from Spain, are ſufficient Proofs. | t 
Tux is another Circumſtance in this Convention, 
that creates Speculations and Suſpicions no way favourable 

to our pacifick Meaſures, and that is, the Time allowed to 
the Plenipotentiaries for finiſhing, their Negotiation. This 
Objection is founded on the Effects which a like Stipulation 
in the Treaty .of Seville had, and on an Obſervation _ 
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chat Court has never conſented to any Article of this Kind, 

but with a View of advancing her own Intereſt, while the 
| Negotiation was carrying on. Any one who reflects on 

what happened after ſigning the Preliminary Articles in 
the Year 1728, and ſigning the Treaty of Seville, muſt be 
ſenſible of the Truth of this Obſervation. In the latter In- 
ſtance, the Plan of all the ſucceeding Grandeur of Don 
Carlos was immediately executed, while all the Stipulations 
of that Treaty in favour of Great Britain were poſtponed, 
objected to, and fruſtrated. In the preſent Juncture, we 
have had Information by Authority, that a Match is actu- 
ally concluded betwixt a Daughter of France, and a Son of 
Spain; we have other Advices, tho” not ſo well-grounded, 
yet too probable, that a double Marriage is on Foot; and 
that the Dauphin of France is to be married to a Daughter 
of Spain. What Miſchiefs may not theſe projected Inter- 
marriages be pregnant with? And what a formidable Ap- 
| pearance muſt they not have to the Quiet of Britain and 
the Intereſt of Europe An ambitious, cunning, intrigu- 
ing Woman influencing the Spaniſob; a cool, wiſe, provi- 
dent Miniſter directing the French Counſels ; and all theſe 
CharaCters ſo blended, that every Quality rather corrects 
and ſtrengthens, than damps or weaken its oppoſite, 

I now come to conſider a Point, that at firſt Sight 
ſeems to be very favourable for this Convention; which is, 
that the whole Proceedings of the Plenipotentiaries ſhall be 
according to the 'Freaties of the Years 1667, 1670, 1713, 

I715, 1721, 1728, and 1729, including that of the Aſſi- 
ento of Negroes, and the Conventjon of 1716; this, I ſay, 

would have carried a very fayourable Appearance for the 
Convention, had it not been unluckily obſerved, that a like 
Aſſurance is given in the fourth Article of the Treaty of 
Seville, which contains theſe Words : © It having being a- 
6 ou by the Preliminary Articles, that the Commerce of 
the Engliſh and French Nations, as well in, Europe as in 
the Indies, ſhould be re-eftabliſhed on the Foot of the 
< 'Freaties and Conventions, antecedent to the Year One 
* Thoufand Seven Hundred Twenty-Five, and particular- 
ly, that the Commerce of the Engliſb Nation in America 
« ſhould be exerciſed as heretofore ; it is agreed by the pre- 
< ſent Article, that all neceſſary Orders ſhall be diſpatched on 
both Sides, without any Delay, if they have not been ſent 
© already, as well for the Execution of the ſaid Treaties of 
© Commerce, as for ſupplying what may be wanting for the 
| | entire 
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< entire Re- eſtabliſnment of Commerce, on the Foot of the 
© faid Treaties and Conventions.” | 2 

Now it being notorious that either this Article was 
.not complied with, or that the Spaniards underſtand theſe 
Treaties in a quite different Senſe from what we do, is 
there not great Reaſon to fear a like Omiſſion, or a like 
' Miſunderſtanding, ſhould happen in the preſent Caſe ; eſ- 
pecially, as Spain is in a much better Condition now, 

than ſhe was in at the Time when the Treaty of Se- 
ville was concluded? Therefore a Stipulation that the 
Proceedings. of the Plenipotentiaries ſhall be according to 
theſe Treaties, muſt be very ineffectual, unleſs, previous 
to that . Stipulation, the Meaning of theſe Treaties had 
been agreed to, and abſolutely determined, But if there 
ſhould be a Spaniſh Senſe, and an Engliſh Senſe of the ſame 
Treaties, I am at a Loſs to know how theſe are to be 
determined ; therefore I think it would have been ex- 
tremely convenient to have had an odd Number of Ple- 
nipotentiaries, that in Caſe. they ſhould be equally divided 
in their Opinions, there ſhould be a caſting Vote, other- 
wiſe there may be new Plenipotentiaries appointed, for re- 
conciling the Differences of Opinion among thoſe appoint- 
ed by this Convention. 3 | 

Bu r there is one grand Conſideration that takes Place 
in this Propoſal, and that is, of what Nation ſhall this fifth 
Plenipotentiary be ? Really, I think it would be hard if 
he were Spaniard, and poſhbly the Spaniards may object to 
his being an Engliſbman; therefore I ſhould be humbly of 
Opinion, that it would be very proper that he were of nei- 
ther Nation, but a Frenchman or Neapolitan ; but I am ra- 
ther inclined for the former, becauſe that People have late- 
ly got an excellent knack at making up Differences; and 
are poſſeſſed both of Diſintereſtedneſs to recommend their 
Mediation, and of Power to ſupport their Deciſion. I ſhall 
conclude theſe Obſervations with one general Conſideration. 
Before this Convention was publiſhed, it was much talked 
of, and the World was much divided in their Opinions a- 
bout it. Some faid that it was expreſly ſtipulated that no 
Search ſhall be allowed on the open Seas; others were of 
Opinion that this Article had received certain Qualifica- 
tions, but every Body thought that ſomewhat was certainly 
done in this important Article. They were the rather in- 
clined to ſuppoſe this, becauſe it appeared to be the 1 | 

3 1 arlia- 
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Parliament that a Stipulation of that Kind, was a ſine-qua-- 
non of any future Negotiation with Spain. . 

TEE Convention appears in Print by Authority, no 
ſuch Stipulation is contained in it, and no Regulation laid 
down for the future Exerciſe of our American Commerce; 
nor any one Article in it in favour of Britain, that was 
not ſtipulated by the ineffectual and diſregarded Treaty of 
Seville. There is, indeed, a ſtipulated Sum to be paid for 
indemnifying our Merchants for the unlawful Captures 
made by Spain. But no more is done by this, than what 
was done by the fifth Article of the Treaty of Seville, nor 


indeed ſo much; for by that Article his Catholick Majeſty 


not only engages to cauſe Reparation to be forthwith made 
for Damages, but to publiſh the moſt rigorous Prohibitions 
for preventing the like Violences on the part of his Subjects. 
The Queſtion, therefore, that naturally occurs upon this Con- 
ſideration is, what worſe Terms could we have had before 
the fitting out of a Fleet, which coſt the Nation about 
Five Hundred and Twenty Thouſand. Pounds? It would be 
Preſumption in me to give any Anſwer to this Queſtion ; 
but I make no doubt but a proper Anſwer will be given at 


a proper Time, and in a proper Place. 


Now as I preſume it has been unanſwerably proved, that 


Spain, by pretending to deprive us of the Rights that we 


enjoy by the Law of Nations, muſt, if we do not give 


them up by a particular Treaty, make herſelf obnoxious to 


all her Neighbours, ſo by ſucceſsfully aſſerting any ſuch 


Claim, ſhe muſt ſoon make all our Neighbours obnoxious 


to us: Thus we ſhall ſoon be reduced to the miſerable Di- 
lemma, of either fitting down with the Ruin of our Trade, 
or of ſupporting it by an expenſive War. The French, a 
People that ſeldom fail to improve every Opportunity to 


their own Advantage, will ſoon make uſe of the Spaniſh 


Arguments. Nor, indeed, is there one Reaſon founded ei- 


ther on the Law of Nations, or the Senſe of Treaties that 


may not be uſed by the French, as well as by the Spaniards, 
for ſearching and confiſcating Britiſp Veſſels; and many 
Arguments may be offered for our ſubmitting to that Uſage 
from the French, tho' not one has been yet offered why we 
ought to ſubmit to it from the Spaniards. France has al- 
ready begun to follow the Example of Spain, and nothing 
is to hinder her from ſoon adopting her Reaſons, unleſs 
by a well-tim'd Reſolution, we ſhall give them a ſenſible 
Proof that no Conſideration whatſoever is ſo dear to 


Bri- 


4 


Britain, as the Preſervation and Security of her Commerce. 
The Dutch will probably ſoon break thro all Ties, as well 
as every other Power in Europe, with a Proſpect of anſwer - 
ing their own Intereſt ; till Britain ſhall be left to the me- 
lancholy Reflection of the Lion in the Fable, who in his 
languiſhing Condition was kicked by the Hoof ef the Aſs. 
| £44 NOT. conclude theſe Conſiderations without ob- 
ſerving, that the Spaniards have not confined their Depre- 
dations to America alone. If the Publick is not impoſed 
on, we have ſeveral Inſtances of their plundering our Ships, 
without the leaſt Colour of Juſtice, even in the narrow Seas of 
Europe. Theſe Sufferers have certainly as good a Right to- 
Reparation, as if they had ſuffered in America: But we have 
not yet heard of any Fund for their Relief. To indemnify 
them out of the Money ſtipulated by this Convention, would 
be robbing the American Sufferers of their Due; and to re- 
mit their Claims to the Deciſion of the Plenipotentiaries, is, 
| by dear-bought Experience, fouhd to be a Cure worſe than 
| the Diſeaſe, ſo expenſive are their Sollicitations, and ſo un- 
| certain is their Redreſs. 
{8 BEFORE I leave this Subject, I muſt beg leave to make 
| | ſome Remarks on the preſent 1 of the Nation; a 
Point ſeldom known, often indifferent, but in the End al- 
| ways material to the Governors of a free People. On this 
i Occaſion, like one Soul, 7 one Body, a Reſentment 
th for the violated Honour of the Nation reconciles all Diffe- 
bl | 5 rences of Opinion, and unites all Points of Intereſt ; and 
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| if there is one Man in the Kingdom, who is for a Meaſure 
1 that does not ſatisfy the moſt ſcrupulous Jealouſy, that our 
ö Commercial Rights are to be out of all Danger, and are to 
| be ſubjected to no future Diſcuſſion, that Man is not to be 
[ X found.amonegſt the ſmall; but the great Vulgar. This Con- 
ſideration alone is ſufficient to determine a Miniſter what 
gh he ought. to act; and to let him ſee that he can act no 
art ſo wicked, no Part ſo weak, and no Part fo impoli- 
tic, as to purſue any Meaſure that has the leaſt Tendency 
to diſappoĩnt this Ardor. Fe with the juſt Expec- 
tations of a free People Lt to a Miniſter, in ſome Events 
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18 be inconvenient ; but to flight. and diſappoint them, muſt in 


vi all Reſpects be fatal. At this Juncture no Inconveniences 

88 An accrue to you, but many Advantages muft ariſe to the 

| | Publick, by tifying or removing that Impatience under 

bi Injuries, which has ariſen from what the People have already 
ſuffered, and at preſent feel. While a Minifter aflerts — | 

| juſt 
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juſt Right of a People he never can fall, but with that Peo- 
le. And by conſulting the true Honour of his Sovereign; 
eta no Danger of loſing his own Influence while that 
Sovereign preſerves his Authority, But if by his paſt Mea- 
ſures he has forfeited the Favour of the People, or is in 
Danger of lofing his Influence, in the Government, a Per- 
ſeverance in theſe Meaſures will but haſten his Ruin, and 
make his Fall leſs regretted. N 
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'PREJUDICES 
: 2 C 


CONVENTION and TREATY 
with SPAIN, 


Examin'd and Anſwer'd, &c. 


> UBLICK Grievances and Differences be- 
| tween Nation and Nation are to be removed 


8 by a War or Treaty; and War us ver to be 
tried, till Treaties: prove incu A. Is not a 
Treaty preferable to a War; more. ſafe, leſs ex- 


penſive, and (as 1. believe) more wertzin? No Man can 


foreſee, much leſs enſure the Buents and Iſſue of a War: 
The Terms of treating may bg, fixed, and you may ceaſe 
to treat when you will, Bar: as you are Maſters of the 
Treaty, at leaſt to continue it or to drop it; a War will pro- 
bably be your Maſter, at leaſt as to its Duration, and when 
you are once engaged, God only knows when or how you 
will get out. Tf you fight firſt, you muſt treat at laſt, or 
fight on til] you conquer or are conquered. | 

Bu r, are ſuch Inſults upon Eugliſbmen to be borne ? No, 


uy are to be redreſſed by all Means that can be uſed. But 


will you go to War for Reparation, when you may have it 
without War ? Or is Reparation ſweeter, after Millions of 
Money waſted, and many ' thouſand Lives loft, than when 
had with little Expence, and no Danger ? Loſſes at Sea may 
be made good by thoſe who cauſed them; but Reimburſe- 
ments for the mighty Charges of a War are never to be 


| ( 
expected. It rarely happens that ſuch private Loſſes aft 
ever made good, efdecially where there are many Doubts 
and Perplexities about them, and when Loſſes and Claims 


are urged on the other Side: And *tis better Particulars 


ſhould ſuffer, than a War be undertaken that may probably 
endanger, certainly embarraſs and impoveriſh, the Publick s 
when Retribution can be procured for fuch private Loſſes, 
and a Stop put to them for the Time to come. 

I rousT ſuch who condemn our Proceedings by Trea- 
ty, would as loudly condemn r tap in the Conduct of 
the War, and find more frequent Means of annoying, ob- 


ſtructing and expoſing thoſe who conducted it. e have 


had Proofs of their Candour and good Will towards the 
Adminiſtration ; and they are daily giving more ſuch Proofs. 
The Compenſation obtained from Spam, a Compenſation 
ſeldom obtained from any Nation, is deſpiſed and ridiculed, 
and the great popular Weight and Cry is thrown on Paints 
not yet ſettled. — Suppoſe ſuch Points had 'been firſt ſettled, 
and the Compenſation for Loſſes referred to future Negotia· 
tions, the Cry then would have been at leaſt equally loud 
for Compenſatidn firſt, as the moſt ſolid, the moſt fatis- 
« fying Point of all. — All the reſt would be called airy Ar- 
© ticles, Words and Engagements of courſe, ſuch as had 
been broken already, and might be ſo again; but a good 
Sum of Money was ſomething real and ſure; it was a 
Bird in Hand, an Advantage not liable to be diſtinguiſhed 
© away by Subtleties and Chicanery.” | 

SUCH a Sum of Money lodged, is a Pledge that thoſe 
who gave it are in earneſt, and it is a Tie upon them to be in 
earneſt ; tis a Sign of Sincerity on one Side, as tis of Ad- 
dreſs'in the other who procured it. | 2 

THe Jeſts made by witty Men upon our pacifick Fleets, 
however ſharply meant, return much more ſharply upon 
the Makers, when the fame End is gained by their appear- 
ing, as could be obtained by their engaging, and ſooner an 
ſo much eaſier obtained; fince, as I ſaid, who can contro 
or foretel the Fortune or Event of a War, a War which 
will coſt Millions without recovering Thoufands, even ſup- 
ſing it ſucceſsful ? The Moment ſuch a War begins, the 
reaty, which perhaps was the Purpoſe of it, is ſet at a 
Diftance utterly uncertain, and the Fruits of it, perhaps, 
defeated for ever. : 

I Au here reaſoning upon a Suppoſition, that all Parties 
amongſt us love and ſeek: _ the publick Good, and not 
r 2 any 
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FF 
any particular or perſonal Gratifications of their own. It 
would be a wicked Thing in any Man (indeed a melancholy 


Thing to all Men) to praiſe and condemn publick Mea- 


ſures, not for being bad or good, but merely for being e- 


ſpouſed or oppoſed by this Man or t'other. This is a terri- 


ble Spirit, and has a' pernicious Tendency ; for then the 
Contention is-not for faving or ſerving the Publick, but for 
being Maſters of the Publick, by oppoling, or cruſhing, or 
advancing particular Perſons. ES I 
Tr1s is the true Spirit of Party, fo conſtantly deſtruc- 


tive to the whole, ſome ſtruggling to undo others, theſe 


ſtruggling not to be undone, and no Man daring to take 
any Step, at leaſt the beſt Steps towards promoting the ge- 
neral Intereſt, when he is ſure ſuch Steps will be decried 
with Bitterneſs and Rage, the mad Multitude inflamed a- 
gainſt them, and the Author of them repreſented as a Trai- 
tor and a Devil, fit to be purſued to Deſtruction, g 
Bur I leave this melancholy Scene (for ſuch it really is 


to me) to conſider: the Way of Treaty in National Diffe- 


rences, where that Way of Treaty ſucceeds, as better upon 
all Accounts than the bits, of ſudden Quarrelling and Re- 
venge, when this latter Way can do no more, nor ſo well, 
nor ſo ſoon, We have been told much of our Heroick Ex- 


 ploits formerly, particularly of CromwelP's bold Strokes, 


upon National Provocations ; nor do I detrat any Thing 
from the Merit of ſuch gallant Exploits, nor from the Me- 


mory or Merit of Crommbell, who was doubtleſs a Man of 


great Spirit and Diſcernment, and had his Character greatly 


heighten'd by thoſe who went before and came after him. 


But the Example of Oliver is brought to very little Purpoſe 


in Caſes which cannot, which ought not, to be imitated. He 
had the abſolute Power of theſe three Kingdoms, by Sea 
and Land, in his own Hands, and he exerciſed it abſolute- 
Iy as well as ſternly, but rather for himſelf than for the 
Publick, both at Home and Abroad, when to ſupport him- 
ſelf in his Uſurpation, he made prepoſterous Wars, and 
weaken'd Spain, already too weak, by joining with France 
already too ſtrong. — This he did with his Eyes open, and 
facrificed the Intereſt of his Country, in that Inſtance too, 
to his own ; pernicious Policy, by no means ballanced by 
the Glory which he procured to the . Engliſh Name and Va- 
lour over the World ! He ſucceeded ſtrangely (ſupported by 
the Engliſh Name and Power) in braving other Nations, as 
well as in enſlaving this. — But had ſuch imperious Dealings 
=> | OY ; failed 


(9987 
failed him, and had he, upon a Repulſe, engaged in a War, 
with all the neighbouring Nations whom he thus braved, 
would he not have ated more like a Madman than a Po- 
litician or a. Prince, utterly exhauſted the publick Strength, 
and probably ruined his own Affairs as well as the Publick ? 
The late King of Sweden, one of the greateſt Heroes (in 
the too uſual Senſe of that Word) that ever human Nature 
produced, made the Name of Sweden dreadful over the 
Earth; but, for his own and the Swedyh. Glory, he ruined 
and unpeopled Sweden. | | 
Ir would ſeem to me, that as he is the beſt- General, 
who ends a War by Addreſs only, and without Fighting; 
ſo he is the beſt Politician, .who prevents a War by an ho- 
nourable Treaty. It had been better for the Greeks, as 
well as the Trojans, if they had treated ten Years, rather 
than have fought one, eſpecially upon a Point of Honour 
perſonal to one Man. * | 
Tae Example of Queen Elizabeth, and the Atchieve- 
ments of. her Admirals, though very noble and worthy of 
immortal Renown, and fo often quoted, ſignify little to 
the preſent Occaſion : The Circumſtances of Times differ. 
"The Friendſhip of Spain, at firſt zealouſly fought by that cele- 
brated Princeſs, was contemptuouſly denied her; that King- 
dom, then ſo much more powerful than now, and but juſt”, 
before the Confederate of England, was become her mortal 
Enemy, and conſtantly laying Schemes to ſurprize, invade, 
and deſtroy her. In ſending forth her Fleets, ſhe chiefly 
did. but guard her Coaſts and Kingdom againſt the invading 
Fleets of Spain, often landing Men in relaud, and threat- 
ening England, and reſtleſs in their Attempts to diſturb and 
dethrone her. Nor probably would all her Vigilance, and 
Captains, and Ships of War, have ſaved her from utter 
Conqueſt and Deſtruction, had not the Providence of God, 
by many and varioug Interpoſitions, eſpecially by Storms and 
— Tempetts, ſuch as diffipated, and diſperſed, and deſtroyed © 
the tamous Spaniſh Armada, eſtabliſhed her Throne in Se- 
. Curity, | | '- $3103 193 | 2 
IT is far otherwiſe now; Spain has no ſuch Fleets to be 
attacked, when ſhe herſelf is attacked, and no longer terrihes 
England with her Armada's and Invalions: She can no 
more face or hurt us at Sea, than we can force her in her 
Ports and Garriſons at Land. Mo ene ae e 
QvEEN Elizabeth had another Door conſtantly open for 
diſtreſing and weak' ning Spain, I mean that of the Ne- 
| M 3 | therlands, 


_ 


( 166 ) 
therlahds, where ſhe' conſtantly and wifely ſupplied that 
brave, oppreſſed and deſperate 3 to do ſo for almoſt 
half a Century. This proved a ſure and ſucceſsfuly Way 
of weak ning and humbling that proud Monarchy, ſuch a 
Way as is now loſt ; nor doth Spain now aim, as then, at 
univerſal Empire and Conqueſt, — Her. mighty and for- 
midable Armaments are now ſunk into 2 Guarda 
Cofta's, miſchievous indeed to unarmed- trading Ships, but 
ſhrinking and hiding themſelves at the Sight of our Ships of 
War. hat therefore chiefly protects Spain is her low 
Condition and Weakneſs. — She furniſhes nothing to la) 
hold of, and we can make no ſuitable: Repriſals. She hat 
; indeed periodical Plate Fleets coming from America; but the 
} 


Ocean is fo vaſt, and her American Dominions ſo wide, 
| that the ſending Engh/h Squadrons (ſo chargeably ſet on 
10 . Fwy in Queſt of ſuch Fleets, is like purſuing the Arabs in 
it the Deſert, ſcarce ever to be overtaken. Beſides, I believe, 
| "tis generally well underſtood” by all but the Mob, that in 
— _ ſeizing the Spaniſb Plate - Fleet, we ſhould ſeize more of the 
Property of other Nations than that of Spain, and perhaps 
| hurt ourſelves very ſenſibly. 1 eee 
| I $HALL now ſhew the Inſufficiency of ſome Argus, 
N ments, which I find urged in the Pamphlet called Conſi- 
| 1 derations upon: the Preſent State of Affairs, &c. HA 
1 Tus Author advances ropoſitions in Contradiction to 
104 his Argument and Deſign: He ſays, That the Trade to 
gi" gur own; Plantations is engroſſed by ourſelves: Other 
Wl || Nations are excluded. And we carry it on under ſuch 
I * Regulations as are moſt for our own Advantage: In con- 
N. s ſequence of Which tis the Nurſery of our Seamen, the 
— 1 . c Support of our Navigation, and Life of our Manufac- 
I b tures.* He hath not convinced us why the Spaniards 
if | ſhould not engroſs to themſelves the Trade of their own 
1 Colonies, why they ſhould not regulatę their own Trade 
"hi and Navigation to their own beſt Advantage. | | 
1 | Bz81ÞEs, I wiſh he could prove in Fact that we thus 
il engroſs the Trade to our own Colonies. — If I be not. miſ- 
Wl taken, the contrary | hath been proved before the Lords of 
10 'Trage, if not before the Houſe of Commons; and that 
| | the Dutch, by the Means of the Ifland of Sz. Euſtathia, 
1 Ning in the Nejghbourhood of our Leeward Iflangs, fup- 
Wl | ply theſe Iſlands both with Negroes and European Goods, 
1 and ſo drain them of moſt of their ready Money, and load 
In; home their Ships with the Sugar and other Produe- 
0 CID „„ Sh 8 tions 
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of any Nation upon the 


P!!! * | 
tions of thoſe Iſlands; and that our Northern. Colonies, 


trading to the French Iſlands, are ſupplied there with French. 


Manufactures, Linnen and Silks particularly. 1 doubt, 
even this Author, ſo very able to correct the Adminiſtra- 
tion and adviſe the State, would find it as difficult to re- 
ſtrain this illicit Practice, as the Spaniards do to ſecure. 
In aſſerting our Plantation Trade, amongſt its other 
Advantages, to be the Nurſery of our Seamen, he ſhews 
leſs Information than one who teaches the Publick, ſhould 
be furniſhed withal. A ſmall Acquaintance with this 
Trade would have ſatified him, that of all the Trades we 
have, it is tha greateſt Drain of our Seamen. Not one Ship 
in-a thouſand, be it Man of War or Merchant Ship, bring 
home near the Number of Hands that ſhe carries out. l 
do not mean ſuch Sailors as die in, our Plantations, but 
ſuch, as leaving our Ships, ſettle there: According to the 
beſt Obſervation I could make, at leaſt one Seamen in ten 


their own. from the Engliſh, Dutch and French. 


ſtays there. =; 


WHEN this Gentleman inſtructs us next upon theſe 


Subjects, let him tell us that our Coal Trade is the Nurſery _ | 


of our Seamen, a Brea” far greater and better than that 
ace of the. falnne- 6 
THE Gentleman advances another Fa& nat eaſily cre- 


dited, and, I believe, not to be proved, that the Spaniards 


have ſeized and condemned Britzh Ships outward bound, 
above an hundred Leagues from any Shore, without any 
Pretence at all. 1 know ſeveral Perſons thoroughly inform - 
ed in theſe Affairs, who poſitively deny any ſuch Seizure, 
and any Condemnation in Conſequence of it. I wiſh the 
Gentleman. could produce ſome Inftances, or indeed' any 
Wan ſince he ſpeaks in the plural Number, and fo poft- 
tively, | | 
| WO of Logwood, Cocoa Nuts and Pieces of 
Eight, he aſſerts that the two laſt are produced by our own 
Colonies. There is indeed ſome Cocoa growing in our 
Colonies, but very different from Spaniſh Cocoas, as diffe- 
rent as Spaniſb Wocl is from Engliþ Wool. Infomuch 
zbat, though we import a conſiderable Quantity of Co- 
coa yearly, in all that Quantity there is not an Ounce in 


a Pound produced by our own Colonies, As to Log- 


wood, I defire him to give an Inſtance of a fingle 
Tun imported to us from the Growth of our 'own Plan- 
tations. "3 CIR 
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( 168 ) 5 
HE is very unwary in expoſing the Conduct of our 
South. Sea Company's Agents, in paying for Negroes with 
Pieces of Eight. If there be any ſuch Practice, it was 
not well to mention it, becauſe it is directly againſt the 
20th Article of the Aſſiento Gontract, By that Article, 
. © they are to return to Great Britain or Spain with the 
Produce of the Sale of Negroes, and under an Obligation, 
that if, the Returns come into the Ports of Spain, the 
Captains and Commanders ſhall. give to his Catholick 
« Majeſty's Miniſters an authentick Regiſter, by which it 
may appear what they have on Board; and if they come 
© back to Great Britain, they ſhall ſend over an exact Ac- 
© count of their Lading, that his faid hy we may be fully 
© informed thereof; with this further Re riction, that 
they may not bring over in any of the ſaid Ships any Sil- 
ver, Gold, or other Effects, than what ſhall be the Pro- 
© duce of the Sale of the Negroes. s. | 
Now, [I believe, it will be no eaſy matter to produce 
one Inſtance of ſending Pieces of Eight, either from Spain, 
or Great Britain to Jamaica. And if ſuch Inſtance can- 
not be produced, what is become of the Gentleman's In- 
ference, that we might with full as good Reaſon ſtop the 
Ships of Spain in their Paſſage by Jamaica, or our other 
Plantations, and confiſcate them formally, upon finding in 
them either Logwood, Cocoa Nuts, or Pieces of Eight ? 
TRE Zeal of an Engliſhman for the Honour and Inte- 
reſt of England, is always laudable; *tis pardonable even 
where tis weakly directed. Upon this Principle, I can 
forgive all the Sallies of his Reſentment againſt the Spaniſh 
Method of trying Cauſes and Complaints, that the fame 
ſhould be ſubjected to their own "Tribunals, and determin- 
ed by their i I wiſh with all my Heart they would 
ſubmit all their Complaints againſt Engliſbmen, to the De- 
cifion of an Engliſb Jury in Meſtminſter-hall. I ſhould be 
glad, the while, to learn from this Gentleman, where he 
would have them tried? Do the Engliſb go to France or 
Spain, to try Frenchman or Spamards, accuſed of vio- 
lating the Stipulations of Trade? Yet he calls ſuch Trial 
by the Spaniards, a Mockery of Juſtice, — What thinks 
he of our trying the Spaniards © Unleſs he will therefore 
not allow it to be a Mockery of Juſtice, becauſe we do not ſo 
much as aſſign them an Engliſp Advocate, as they do a Spa- 
niſb one in trying the Engliſb. 7: I 
a ALiow | 


s * 
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ALLow what he ayers, that all theſe Species of Goods, 
upon which Sentence is paſt by our impartial Judgment, 
were undeniable Proofs of an i 
is, that then they were fairly and righteouſly condemned. 


It is no more than what is agreeable to our own Laws about 
Trade, ſuch as are juſtly exerciſed upon the Ships of any 
Nation trading to our Colonies or Dominions, in America. 


To his Query, Upon what Ground of the Law of 


Nations, or by what Article of any Treaty, have the 


« Spaniards a Right to ſtop or ſearch our Ships at all?“ 1 
anſwer, they do it upon the very Grounds of the Law of 
Nations, upon the fame Grounds that we do ſo, and agree- 


ably to the Practice of all Nations, who all thus act in behalf 


of themſelves, and againſt all others who violate ſuch Laws. 
How elſe can we diſtinguiſh a Pirate or Smugler from a 
lawful Trader? It is not „ Ship, or every private 
Man of any Nation, that is qualified to ſearch ſuſpected 
Ships, or ſuſpected Perſons: But, I believe, it was never 
aſked before, whether any Nation, even the moſt mean 
and contemptible Nation, had a Right to empower its Sub- 
jects to ſearch and examine all Men, whom they apprehended 


to be invading their Rights, or carrying on a Commerce 


not only contrary to their Laws, but even pernicious to 
their Being as a Nation, | 


ARE not we of this Nation at great annual Expence to 


uard our own Coaſts againſt illicit Traders? Are not our 
Men of War and Cuſtom-houſe Sloops employed for this 
very Purpoſe ? Do they not ſtop, and examine, and ſearch all 
Ships and Veſſels that they ſuſpect, be they of what Country 


or Climate whatſoever ? And would we not, ſhould we not, 


eſteem it extreme Aſſurance and Abſurdity in any State to 
diſpute this our Right, a Right poſſeſſed and exerciſed by 
every Nation, thro' the Right of Nations? I could wiſh, 
for the Honour of our Nation, that they had always been 


more moderate in the Exerciſe of ſuch Right than other 


Nations have been, or equally moderate with fome other 
Nations. | 


IT is not many Years ſince an Engl; Man of War ſtopt 


and ſearched a Ship belonging to a neighbouring Nation, but 


not finding ſufficient Cauſe, or rather any Law, for ſeizing, 


as forfeited, a Veſſel which they only ſuſpected of ſmugling 


on our Coaſt, they endeavoured to extort from the Crew a 


Confeſſion that they were ſpurſuing an illicit Trade, by the 


Force of Torture, and fo tied burning Matches between 


their 


licit Trade; the Inference 


* * Ls 
- * * 
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1 16 
their Fingers: For this Cruelty the Authors were, by Or- 
ders from the Government, ſubjected to a Trial before a 
Court Martial and condemned. Complaints and. Repreſen- 
tations were indeed made to. our Miniſtry, by the powerful 
Nation 222 and provoked ; but their Reſentment 
never went ſo far as to call in Queſtion. our Right of Search- 
ing: They were ſatisfied that we condemned. fuch an in- 
human Treatment; and delivered up the Guilty to the Law. 
Were England anſwerable, as a Nation, for all the Inſults 
and. Provocations given to her - Neighbours by particular 
Enghſhmen, publick Wars would be as laſting and frequent 
as the Acts of Injuſtice committed by her Subjects; and we 

| ſhould be in an endleſs State of War with as many Nations 
as we have any T raffick or Tranſactions withal. = 
- WouLD it not have been unjuſt in the Spaniards in the 
Years 1416 and: 1717, to have charged the Britiſb Nation, 
er Government, with all the Robberies and Pyracies com- 
mitted by Engli/bmen, under the Pretence of Commiſſions, 
upon the Spaniards? In ane of thoſe Years, his late Ma- 
Patent was obtained. for diving or ſiſhin n Wrecks 
in general, within due and lawful Bounds : onſequence 
of which- Patent, a Ship called the Pompey Galley, after- 
wards the Fortune, commanded by Captain Cuthbert, and 
a Brigantine, commanded by Captain Archer, (as.I remem - 
ber) were fitted out of the Themes, for diving and fiſhing 
upon Wrecks. Theſe two Veſſels, which carried upwards 
of Two hundred Men, proceeded. directly for the Coaſt of 
Florida, (a prohibited Station) where the Spani/b Galleons 
had been wreckt ſome Months: before. When they arrived 
there, they found that they had been anticipated by Veſſels 
fitted out of Jamaica, and ſome other of our Colonies, with 
- Commiſſions from the xeſpe&ive Governors. Thoſe People 
were not contented: to dive and fiſh upon the Wrecks, 
which Action alone would have been eſteemed an- unjuſt 

Uſurpation and Encroachment, as they were Spaniſb 

Wrecks, and on a Spaniſb Coaſt; but they firſt drove away 

the Spaniards from diving and fiſhing on their own Wrecks; 

and, being acquainted: that the Spaniards had creed Tents 
on Shore, where they had placed ſome of the Treaſure that 
they had ſaved out of the W recks, before they were beat 
off by the Engli/h, theſe very Engliyh, being in all about 

Six hundred Men, landed and attacked the Tents, which 

were guarded by a Commiſlary and about One hundred; and 

twenty Men, a Guard ſufficient to protect their I 

| again 
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( x91 ) 
gainft the Indians, whom we call Savages, but very unequal 
pen Power that aſſaulted then. 80 that, auer a very 
ſhort Reſiſtance, in which about thirty Spaniards were. 
knocked: on the Head, the reſt of the Spaniards fled, and 
left the Treafure to the Enyli/b, which, as. they themſelves. 
| boaſted, amounted to Four hundred thouſand: Pieces of 
Eight. Fhis they divided amongſt them, ang faid; it 
amounted to about One hundred Pounds Sterling to each 
Foremaſt Man, including ſome” fmall Share that they had 
fiſhed out of the Wrecks themſelves. Was it right to wage 
War, or make Reprizals upon Spain, in Defence of 1 
„ „„ . mh ue 

TuIs Expedition, as it may be called, was conducẽted 
principally by Captain Jennings of Jamaica, who was called 
their Commodore. Fennings. did not ſtop here, but, in his 
Return to Jamaica, ſeized: two Spani — out of which 

- he took Cocoa, Cochineal, and above Thirty thouſand 
Pieces of Eight more, with whatever they had that he valued, 
After plundering- theſe Ships, and turning them adrift, he 
_ purſued his Voyage to Famaica, where he was received with 
Joy and a Sort of Triumph. No body ever diſturbed him, 
tho' every body knew of, his Exploits. His Crew revelled, 


- — OI * * 


and carouſed and ſquandered like true Buccanneers after 

ſharing a rich Booty. EL | | 
x EweoUuRAGED with his Succeſs, or being given to 
5 underſtand that it would be for his Safety to haſten out of 
£ the Iſland, he refitted his Brigantine in a warlike Manner 
$ as before, and put to Sea again in queſt of more Booty. 
d Some time after, a Proclamation was iſſued in his Majeſty's. 
ls Name, proclaiming him and ſome of his Aſſociates and Con- 
h federates, Pyrates. This was publick Juſtice, inſtead of 
le protecting or excuſing ſuch Robbers, to 0g them up to 
PX capital Puniſhment, but exceedingly provoked tim and his, 
& Confederates, who thought they had a Right to prey on the 
77 Spaniardi, merely becauſe they gained by it. 15 
ay Ix would be endleſs to enumerate the Acts of Cruelty ex- 
cs; erciſed upon that People. I could give an Inſtance at large 
nts of an Engliſh Commander, who having perfidiouſly,, under 
hat Pretence of Commerce, invited. two Spaniſh Gentlemen on 
eat beard, firſt kept them ſtarving two Days to extort a Ranſom, 
out and, that failing, cut off the Ears and Noſe of one of them, 
ich and, with a Cutlaſs at his Throat, forced him to eat them. 
and Here was a Precedent and Provocation for the Exerciſe of 
— the like Cruelty and Maiming by the Spaniardi, who yet 
in $4 | 


hardly 1 


(172) 
hardly ever practiſed it with the like Circumſtances of 
- Inhumanity.. E Rats; £1 
TERRE are many Inſtances of Robbery and Barbarity on 
both Sides; for when Cruelty is begun on one, it is ſure to 
be returned on the other. But none of theſe Inſtances can 
juſtify a national War, when no Nation, in their Wits, 
can pretend to juſtify ſuch Inſtances, tho? they be the Sub- 
ject of high popular Rage and Complaints. 1 have known 
the Courſe of ſuch Robberies and Violence committed by 
the Britiſb Subjects upon the Spaniards" in America, con- 
tinued ſo e that neither capital Puniſhment 
could deter them, nor the Offer of his Majeſty's moſt gra- 
cow Pardon, reclaim them; particularly in the Year 
4 the Subjects of England have committed nume- 
rous Depredations on the Spaniſh, and other Nations, is no- 
torious. I have given ſome Inſtances, and could many 
more; but it would be impoſſible to give all. - Some of our 
Colonies are known to have been Hives of Smuglers, or 
illicit Traders; all Men know it ; they ghemſelves had not 
the Face to deny, nay, they gloried in it; and ſome of their 
Governors were ſuppoſed to have drawn no ſmall Gain 
from them, and therefore to have countenanced and pro- 
tected them, even the worſt of them, in the moſt barba- 
rous Acts of Pyracy, that of taking Ships and murdering 
their whole Crew, to prevent their telling Tales, and after- 
wards ſinking the Ships to prevent their being known. 
Some of conſiderable Rank in thoſe Colonies, as a Confeſſion 
that they were, at leaſt, concerned with Pyrates, have been 
forced to plead his Majeſty's gracious. Pardon; and the 
Pyrates that have been condemned there, have declared, that 
they had a fair Trial, as having been tried by their Peers; 
hy 8 and Juries had been 
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meaning, that ſome of -bo 
their Fellow Pirates. ; e eee 
I DoUBT our Robberies and Depredations in the Ame- 

rican Seas would make a terrible long Liſt, were they all 

known; not only as the Profit and Temptation is great, 

and our People as ſelfiſh and vicious as thoſe of other Na- 1 
tions, but as we have a Number of Ships in theſe Seas, a 
vaſtly ſuperior to thoſe of all other Nations, I believe at 

leaſt five times as many as thoſe of all other Nations to- 

gether ; ſure I am, the Number of Engliſh pardoned and 

hanged for Murders, Robberies, and Pyracy there, have far 

exceeded that of all People whatſoever, KW otic 
* v6: 3 | 5555 
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Tu Spaniards have unjuſtly ſeized and condemned 


many Engliſh Ships. — They own it, and offer Satisfaction to 
ny ee If they have been dilatory, ſo they are in all 


their Meaſures, and indeed ſuch Things require Time to 


bring them to an Accommodation. Pray let us ballance 
our Accounts before we go to Law or War. —It will be ſoon 
ſeen whether the Terms they offer are fair, and they in 


earneſt. We have Twenty Ships to their One, in thoſe 


Parts; and a War would ſoon ruin our Trade, without 
hurting them in any Degree of Proportion. The French 
and Duteh, who have naturally more Zeal for their own 


Trade than for ours, would advance their own upon the 
Ruins of dur. | | _—_ | 


my 


Tk Author ſtarts upon this Head a very extravagant 
Propoſition, < That all Nations trading to America have an 
equal Intereſt and common Cauſe with England, if ſhe 
engaged in a War with Spain.“ The contrary is ſo evi- 
dent, that I wonder how-any Man could offer it. If the 
French and Dutch, who carry on a large illicit Trade on 
the Coaſt of New Spain, were to engage in a War with 
Spain, ſhould not we reap a notable Advantage from thencę 
to increaſe. our illicit Trade there, were we diſpoſed to 


carry on any ſuch Trade? And ſhould any other Nation 


endeavour to conquer any of the Spaniſb Iſlands or Colonies, 
would we find our Intereſt in ſuffering it? So far otherwiſe, 
that if ſuch a Nation aimed at any Conqueſt there, we muſt 


join the Spaniards to oppoſe them. Or if there were only 


a Privateering War between theſe two, then we ſhould en- 


groſs the Invader's Part of the illicit Trade, and enjoy full 


Freedom of Commerce and Navigation to our own Colo- 


nies, whilſt any other maritime European Power, at War 


with Spain, would be harraſſed, obſtructed, and delayed, 
in providing Fleets and Convoys, or truſt to chance for 
eſcaping their Enemy, with great Odds againſt them. Now 
the ſame Advantage accruing to us from a War between 
any ſuch. Power and Spain, would accrue to that Power 
from a War between Spain and us. The fame Motive 


which would draw us to aſſiſt the Spaniards againſt any ſuch 


Power, would draw that Power to aſſiſt the Spaniards againſt 
us, as Intereſt, or, which is the ſame Thing, Reaſons of 
State, would naturally take Place before all other Con- 


ſiderations. 5 Loft: | 
Fon this, and many other Reaſons, a War with Spain is 


the laſt War which any Man who loves his Country, and 


underſtands 


e 
underſtands its Intereſt, would deſire. An Eagerneſs for 
ſuch a War would well enough become an old Buecaneer, 
or a prodigal Factor in Jamaica, who wanted to ballance 
chis. Accounts with his Principals in England, by charging to 
their Account Money or Goods put on board ſuch Ships as 
he renew had fallen into the Hands of the Spaniardt; an 
Artifice which has been already practiſed. But ſuch Rea- 
Joning from this ingenious Author is very ſurprizing; and 
jf he be not in earneſt, it is very unfair. Yet he talks with 
' Tuck elf ſufficiency, as if he had no Sort of Doubt about 
zt. Such a. poſitive Style may have Effect upon che ignorant 
and che angry, who diſlike whatever is done, becauſe they 
diſtike the Doers, and like, or affect to like, every Step 
which the Mien they diſlike do not take; but it can never 
affect Men of Candour but with Averſion to ſuch narrow, 
perſonal and paſſionate Policy. Is it poſſible that we can 
haue any amongſt us who would diſguiſe their Purſuits by a 
falſe Cry, and only ſeel to wound the Miniſtry, thro“ the 
te the Spamards have enſlaved any of our Seamen, I am 
concerned for it, eſpecially if ſuch Seamen never tempted 
ſuch a miſerable Lot. But even this-cruel Ufage and Pro- 
vocation will not warrant a War, if i be diſcontinued; and 
Reparation offered. Such PraQtice of enflaving, if it be 
true, ath not been conſined to the Spaniards, but is at leaſt 
equally chargeable upon the Exgliſb. I myſelf have ſeen as 
free Subjects as any that the King of Spain bath, expoſed to 
Sale in a Britifh — purchaſed there like Cattle, and 
treated afterwards very little better by the Purchaſers. I 
knew a Spaniſb Gentleman ſent purpoſely to demand his 
Cauntrymen from Bondage; I knew the Anſwer and Refu- . 
ol of the Governor of that Colony, That it was what he 
could by no Means grant; the Men thus ſold were be- 
+ come:the Property of thoſe who had bought them in open 
Market; his own Hands were tied up by the Laws, and 
< he could not help it.“ I believe I could eaſily prove that 
n continue ſo to this very Day in the ſame | 
Tu: iS Gentleman, improving in ſtrange Parodoxes, ſays, 
That where no general Trade is allowed, no one Species Þ 
of. Goods can be more prohibited than another, and tie 
© ſearching there has no Object at all, and no Foundation - 
| t 
tl 
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< in Neaſon.“ Such an Aﬀertion has, I am fure, no Foun- 
dation in NReaſon, but contradicts all Reaſon. As 


ERR.) 
all Species of Goods were forbidden, and therefore liable to 
Searching and Seizure, (ſuppoſe in Fapan, or elſewhere) 
therefore no particular Species is liable to ſuch Search or 
Seizure. Stealing in general is/prahibited in England; has 
therefore the Searching for ſtolen Goods no Ground or Ob- 
Ject at all, but is without Foundation in Reaſon ? If he had 
ſaid, that where no Trade was ſubſiſting, no Searching could 
be uſed, he would have ſaid truly, tho' he made no Diſ- 
COVver 7. | 47 235 £ | 

A leaving him to explain his own Logick, it is Fact 
that all Trade between the Engliſb and the Spantards in Ame- 
rica is prohibited by the Treaty of 1670, which he men- 
tions: Yet it is well known, that. Trade is carried on by 
the Exgliſb in the Spaniſb Dominions there to the great 
Advagtage of the Engliſh; and the Spaniards find, to their 
great Damage, that more Objects of Search eſcape them 
than/undergo it. 155 12 

BEC AUsE we are not allowed to trade at all, we ſhould 
therefore not be liable to be ſearched at all, is ſuch an advan- 
tageous, ſuch an extraordinary Principle, (I had almoſt ſaid 
Condition of trading) that moſt trading Men and Countries, 
I believe, would be glad to be upon that Foot of Trading 
with all the reſt of the Earth; content with being forbidden 
to trade with any other Nation, yet freely frequent the 
= Coaſts, nay enter and return from the Ports of every Na- 
tion, without Search or Check from ax. 
: TRE Propoſitions and Advices of this Author are ſo ex- 
tremely hardy, that be muſt needs think well of thisown 
Wiſdom and Penetration in offering them. I hope he will 
pardon me for giving him one Caution, that ſuch poſitive 
Men had much need of being in the right, becauſe it is 
difficult to convince them when they are in the wrong. 
He is againſt admitting any Treaty without an expreſs 
Declaration of our Right not to be ſearched. A glorious 
Declaration indeed! which would enable us to reap more 
by the Span Colonies than by all our own, and render the 
Spaniſh Colonies of as little Benefit to the Spaniſb Nation as 
- ours are to them, where this Gentleman ſays, the Trade is 
engroſſed to ourſelves. The Weather, or Pyrates, or ſtop- 
ping leaks, or want of Wood and Water, and of Provi- 
ſions, indeed any Thing would furniſh abundant and ever- 
laſting Pretences to frequent their Ports, and manopolize all 
their Commodities. yo as Things now ſtand, ſuch is 
the Spirit and Vigilance of our fellow Subjects in the Ame- 
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rican Colonies, that neither the Laws of their own Iſlands, 
nor the Laws of England, nor the Laws of other Nations, 
can reſtrain them from trading wherever they foreſee Ad- 
vantage. They trade with the French and Dutch for Euro- 
pean — againſt the Laws of England; with the 
French for Sugars, Cocoas, and Indigo, againſt the Laws of 
France, and of their own Iſlands. At Jamaica particu- 
larly, they fit out Veſſels for the Spaniſh Trade (tho? abſo- 
lutely prohibited and illicit) with more Parade and publick 
Oſtentation than any trading Veſſels go out of the Thames 
upon the moſt Jawfab Commerce. They fire Guns, beat 
Drums, diſplay their Colours, and, as it were, proclaim 
where they are bound, and for what. Nay, it ſo happened, 
I mean in Times paſt, that where the Cargoes were con- 
fiderable, our Men of War have been hired to convoy and 
protect theſe Fleets of Smuglers. It hath been commonly 
faid in the News-Papers, that one or more Ships of War 
were lying on the Coaſt of New Spain, to ſecure the Engliſh 
in their (prohibited) Trade with Spain. Nor have theſe 
Men of War neglected the Opportunity of dealing deeply 
in it themſelves. art FH T7 | | 
IT uIs is no Secret; whoever has a Mind to know it may 
may know it, and the Spaniards know it as well as the 
WII this Author (who has forced me to fay more than 
_ I ſhould have choſen) it ſeems. to be right and juſt to put the 
Miniſters upon Impoſlibilities, with a View to puniſh them 
if they cannot perform them. Whatever Step they take 
ang. 158 
II is with great Regret that I have ſaid fo much upon 
ſuch an unpleaſing Subject. I have ſaid it for the Informa- 
tion of the People of England, who are greatly miſled in 
this Matter; ſince much more Pains have been taken to in- 


flame them, than to inform them. The Exgliſb People are 
addicted to Juſtice ; they want only to be well inſtructed, in 
order to do it to others as well as to themſelves; nor will 


they juſtify Inſults upon the Spaniards, no more than upon 
their own Countrymen : They will not go to War in Sup- 
port of Smuglers and Thieves, ſworn Enemies to the fair 
Trader, eſpecially a War which would ſoon conſume Trade 
„itſelf: And the Spaniards profeſs to make Compenſation for 
all Acts of Violence, for unjuſt Captures, and the Inter- 
ruption of lawful Trade. | 


UroN 


| 
? 
7 
1 
* 
T 
5 
* 2 
8 
* 
8 
175 
© he 
. 
NV 
22 
— D 
<1 
> 
*: 
1 
52 
1. 
* 
x - 
XY 
*. 
4 
* * 
7 
+ 
* 
5 
x 


D KN 2 ee eee, AT IX 1 eee 


P n 


nnr 
2 Wo Press. , 


| 
. 
* > 
n 


2 
* 
+ * 
4 
7 
' 


„„ PPP ²˙·˙ . —_— ER" Fr W zn. e ee 


(677 
ron the whole, as the Convention is only preliminary 
to a Treaty, only a ſettling of the Grounds upon which to 
treat; and as, in the Convention, the Spaniards, by offer - 
ing Compenſation for u. confeſs that they have done 
them, and as that Offer implies that ſuch Wrongs are never 
more to be repeated ; I humbly cortceive that all Obſtacles 
to Treating are removed, Without Treating, how are any 
Diſputes and Difficulties to be adjuſted ? How the diſputed - 
Courſe of Sailing to be fixed? How the Point of Searching 
to be determined; eſpecially as no paſt Treaty allows- our 
Claim of No Search? The Refuſal of a Treaty is, in effect, 
* of War, ſince it is refußfag the only Means 
OL Feace. | ' 


To 


PoruLAR FREI VIE s 


AGAINST THE 


ws NVENTION, &. 
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© H a5 Affair of the Spaniſh Depredations having 
8 been amply laid open before both Houſes of Par- 
Is liament the laſt Seſſions, when the Merchants 
fully proved their Allegations, as to the Da- 
mages ſuſtained, and Cruelties undergone: In 
as ee of which, both Houſes came to theſe vigorous 
Reſolutions, © That it was our undoubted Right to fail to 
« and from any of his Majeſty's Dominions in America, and 
< that our Ships had been detained, and ſeveral Captures 
made, upon Pretences altogether zroundleſs and unwar- 
rantable, &c. 

Born Houſes alſo addreſſed his Majeſty to uſe his ſtrongeſt 
Inſtances with the King of &. Has to make immediate Satiſ- 
faction to his much injured Merchants, and likewiſe to ob- 
tain good Security for a free Trade for the future; and that 
af his Royal and Friendly Inftances could not be able to 
procure the ſame from his Catholick Majeſty, they would 
enable his Majeſty to take ſuch Meaſures as ſhould become 


— 


(11799) 
neceſſary, to maintain the Honour and Dignity of his 
Crown, and the Rights of his People. 

-+ AFTER theſe ſolemn Addreſſes, the Miniſtry thought it 
abſolutely neceſſary to ſtrengthen his Majeſty by an ad- 
ditional Number of Seamen; \ accordingly Ten thouſand 
more were unanimouſly agreed to. The Eyes of all Europe 
were then fixed upon us, and every one thought a War in- 
evitable: And the more Reaſon they had to think ſo, be- 
cauſe we had Couriers frequently from Spain, with Anſwers 
from his Catholick Majeſty not at all pleaſing to us. 

MA time the — Tars voluntarily entered the 

Service in great Numbers, and in full Hopes of Action. 
When, all on a ſudden, we were agreeably ſurprized with 
the —_—_ Proſpe& of a Peace, inſtead of a calamitous 
and deſtructive War, which never fails to ſpread Deſolation 
wherever it comes. i | 

AN honourable Peace is certainly more to be coveted 
than a War; and by the ſudden Diſcharge of our ſupernu- 
merary Sailors, the People of England were in great hopes 
ſuch had been obtain'd ; for it was ſaid, no Man in his Wits 
would part with his Power till his Ends had been compleat- 
ed. Altho' ſome diſſatisfied People expreſſed their Admira- 
tion, at the quick and unuſual Diſpatch of Don Benjamin 
Keene, who, with the Aſſiſtance of Commiſſaries, had been 
never ſo alert before; and were at a Loſs to know, whe- 
ther it was owing to the Velocity of our Miniſters, or the 
Sight of our Squadrons, which might ſtrike a Panick in the 

BE that as it will, a Convention was agreed upon, fign- 
ed, ſealed, and ratified; which is not at all agreeable to 
the Merchants, becauſe our Rights are no where expreſſed 
therein, but remain in a very doubtful, and, indeed, me- 
lancholly Situation. But, ſays this Author, The Con- 
vention is only preliminary to a Treaty, only a Settling 
© of the Grounds upon which to treat.” This I acknow- 
ledge ; but it follows not from thence, that we ſhall ſuffer 
thoſe Rights we have hitherto enjoyed for ſeveral Ages, to 
be now called in Queſtion ; by admitting ſuch a Thing, 
we acknowledge them as Doubts, and Points unſettled, 
which we can't in Juſtice do, ſince they have been ſettled 
many Years ago, when the Glory of this Nation was at 
its greateſt Height. Shall we, therefore, now ſuffer them 
to be re-ſettled to our own Diſadvantage ? And ſuch we 
have great Reaſon to 3 ſhould they be left to Plenipo- 
tentiaries, alias Commiſſaries. 0 . 
| N 2 We 
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Ws have not much Reaſon to boaſt of the Generoſity of 
the Court of Spain ; if we admit any Doubts in our Na- | 
vigation and Commerce, it will be a hard matter for ug to 
get them cleared up to our Advantage. They will be far 


from making any ſuch Conceſſions; at leaſt wa ought. not 


to put it in their Power to diſpute them. 
WX is never to be tried till Treaties prove. ineffec- 
© tual. Is not a Treaty preferable to a War? More ſafe, 
© leſs expenſive, and (as he believes) more certain. 

Tx vk again; but what have we been doing theſe twenty 


Years? Have we not been treating and treating, with Ple- 


nipo's and Commiſſaries, and now Plenipo's again? Have 


not theſe gentle Methods been too often uſed already. z and 


have they not as often been found vain and ineffeQtual ? 


we own ourſelves not ſure of one Ally to aſſiſt 


Have we not, by theſe numberleſs Treaties, made ourſelves | 
as contemptible in the Eyes of our Allies, if we have any, as 
we formerly were dreaded by our Arms? Tis entirely this 


Method of Treaty-nalagg, which has fo ſenſibly. leſſened 


our Eſteem in the ſeveral Courts of Eurepe 3. infomuch, that 


t us, ſhould a 
War become neceſſary, ,  _ 4 
Ax we ſtill to go on in the fame Road? Shall Spain 


fay to us, So far may your Men of War go, but no far- 


ther? 


No, let us throw off this Lethargy, and eonvince the 
Court of Spain, that we are now in earneſt. Let us leave 
our old Path of Treaty- making, and tread a new and more 
glorious one. Let our wiſe Miniſter for once affect Popu- 
larity (tho' he has oftentimes declared himſelf averſe to it) 
and join with the general Voice of the Nation; a War, or 
no Search. Since this, and no other, can be a Means of 
retrieving our loſt Character, and regaining our former 
Eſteem in the Courts of Foreign Princes. 


* . 


ONE Treaty, I will allow, if well concluded, is leſs 
expenſive than one War; but the Method of 'Treaty-mak- 
ing we have followed for theſe Eighteen or Twenty Years 

it, bas coſt us ſix Times as much as a Naval War would 
fo done. Our Charge of Ambaſſadors, or Commillaries, 


or Plenipo's, or I know not what, has drained the Nation 


of an infinite deal of Treaſure, without gaining us the leaſt 


Benefit or Satis faction. 


TN, as to our expenſive Squadrens and mock Expedi- 
tions, they have coſt us full as much from Time to Time, 
and been as chargeable, as if they had really been employed 


C.-& 1 


in Aktion. Can the Oppreſſed always ſubmit, for ever be 


ſilent? No; the Engiif are not yet fo degenerated. 


IA not laying any thing to the Charge of thoſe wor- 
thy Gentlemen who were oyed to accemmodate 
the Differences between Us and Spain: Far be it from 
me; I believe they did their utmoſt Endeavours to recon- 
cile Matters, and bring about an Accommodation; but if 
ſuch could not, with ve Honour, be obtained from that 
proud Nation, they ſhould. feel the Weight of our Cannon 
Balls, the Virtue of which has formerly been owned, but is 
now entirely forgot by them. We therefore ſhould re- 
„ We | | 
Wnucn muſt certainly gain us more, than by ſuffering 
ourſelves to be afreſh lulled aſleep, 4 their deceitful Negotia- 
tions. We have found, by long Experience, that nothing 
but main Force can keep the Guard de Coſta's from con- 
tinuing their Depredations: And all the Satisfaction we 
| have hitherto received from them, amounts to nothing 
more than thefHonour his Catholick Majeſty has done this 
Nation, in making a Spaniſh Don of Mr, Keene, and pro- 
miſing us a ſmall Sum of Money to pay our Merchants 
for the Injuries they have ſuſtained 3 which, by the by, is 
not Six-Pence in the Pound for the numerous Expences we 
have been at in obtaining thoſe two Favours, | 
Tux Terms of Treating may be fixed, and you may 
© ceaſe to Treat when you will.“ Aye, but the Misfortune 
is ,when we have dropped Pen and Paper, as inſufficient for 
our Purpoſes, we make no Uſe of our warlike Inſtruments 
and Preparations ; they dwindle away in a few Months to 
peaceable Pen and Paper again: And then the Terror of 
that Nation ceaſes on the it of our Arms. 
© A WAR will, probably, be our Mafter, at leaſt, as 
© to its Duration.“ So it muſt; after Treaty-making is 
found inſufficient, we have no other Method left. We 
© muſt conquer, or be conquered.” The firſt we are pretty 
ſure on, but there 5 likelihood of the latter, on 
the Coaſts of Spain. We muſt have the Superiority at Sea *: 
But we are afraid France will join them, otherwiſe we 
would quickly go to work, This is a poor Excuſe, and 
may always be one, to the End of the Chapter. On the 
contrary, at this Juncture, we have no Reaſon to fear it; 
the Cardinal knowing his Infirmities, and that his Time is 
| 13 e | near 
This Paragraph is not in the Popular Prejudices, but is, ne- 
1 an Argument of great Weight, with them, againſt a 
War. — 


o 


A» 
near at Hand, being willing to leave his County in Peace, 
which is now well eſtabliſhed, and in Fame and Reputa- 
en, +4 DC e 
Bur, ſay they, an ambitious Miniſter may ſucceed him. 
This Excuſe, alſo, . will never fail them. However, I 
hope we may begin and end a War with Spain before the 
Death of the Cardinal; or, ſhould we not, a new Miniſter 
. muſt firſt take ſome time to gain the Affections of the Peo- 
ple at Home, and eſtabliſh himſelf well in that Poſt, before 
bo can pretend to diſturb his Neighbours, or intermeddle 
with Foreign Affairs. r 
< WHEN we are once engaged in a War, God only 
knows when, or how, we ſhall get out.” We may now 
juſtly controvert this Paragraph, and ſay, we have not only 
once, twice, nor thrice, engaged in negotiating Treaties, 
but for ſeveral Years together, without any Benefit accru- 
ing to us thereform ; and God only knows how we ſhall get 
out, or when voy will end. - For ought we know, ſhould 
our preſent pacihck Negotiators live a few Years longer, 
our Conventions and Treaties may ſwell into as many Vo- 
Jumes, as our mighty Statutes at large; and our Rights {of 
Conſequence) become more doubtful and unſettled than at 
preſent ; thoſe numerous Treaties only ſerving to puzzle 
and confound one another.. 0 | 
Axyp as the making of every new Treaty, has been con- 
ſtantly attended with great Expences to this Nation, ſuch 
Treating and Negotiating from Time to Lime, would coſt 
the Nation infinitely more than a War could poſſibly do; as 
Has been proved by the Increaſe of the National Debt, with 
ſeveral new Taxes, for theſe _— Years paſt. IN 
© Is Reparation ſweeter, after Millions of Money waſt- 
| © ed, and many thouſands of Lives loſt, than when had 
with little Expence, and no Danger? I bluſh to hear 
ſuch a ſhameful Queſtion ſtarted. Can it, with any Juſ- 
tice, be denied, that our negotiating for theſe twenty Years 
paſt with Aar, has not coſt us a great deal more than a 
War would have done? How then can any thing ſo bare- 
faced be now ſtarted? Our Merchants have alſo, and muſt 
at this Day, run as great Riſques, and be in full as much Dan- 
ger, as if a War was actually carrying on between the two 
Crowns; nay, for ought I know, a much greater; for 
then * would have bad fair Warning to avoid meeting 
Spaniſh Ships as much as poſſible, and conſequently arm 
. themſelves with proper Weapons for their Defence, in caſe 
of an Attack: but, by our treating with Spain, they are, 
| | +34 
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in ſome meaſure, blindfolded, and may innocently betra 


themſelves into Danger; 788 imagining, that by this 
Convention, a Ceflation of Hoſtilities had been 4 up- 


on during our Negotiation; when, alas! the inſiſting upon 
this very material and neceſſary Article, has entirely flipped 


2 Mr. Keene at Madrid. Tho' one might 


wonder it 


for, by the ſecond ſeparate Article in the 
Convention, it is expreſſed, That the ſaid under - written 


+ Miniſters Plenipotentiarieg: declare, by theſe Preſents, that 


© the Third Article of the Convention, ſigned this Day, 
< does not extend, nor ſhall be conſtrued to extend, to any 
Ships or Effects that may have been taken or ſeized ſince 
the toth Day of December 1737, or may be hereafter 
c taken or ſeized; in which Caſes, Juſtice ſhall be done ac- 
© cording to the Treaties, as if the aforeſaid Convention 
© had not. been made; it being, however, underſtood, that 
< this:relates only to the Indemnification and Satisfaction to 
be made for the Effects ſeized, or Prizes taken; but that 
the Deciſion of the Caſes, which may happen, in order 
© to remove all Pretext for Diſpute, is to be referred to the 
£ Plenipotentiaries, to be determined by them according to 
5 the Treaties. | „ CET 

Ox RE would wonder, I ſay, how our Plenipotentiaries 
conſented to ſuch Conditions; by which full Power is 
given to the Court of Spain to continue their Depredations, 


without any manner of Reſtraint. Would it not have been 


much more to the Advantage of our Nation, and Honour 


of our Plenipotentiaries; if - thoſe Lines had run thus: 


© That this Convention ſhall not be conſtrued to extend 


to any Ships or Effects, that may have been taken or ſeized 


< ſince the 1oth of December. 1737 : But that ſuch Ships as 
can be lawfully proved to have been unjuſtly ſeized and con- 
« fiſcated from the 1loth of December 1737, to the iſt of 
March 1738-9, ſhall be made good to the Owners with- 
out Delay, upon proving their Demands to the Satisfac- 
< tion of the Plenipotentiaries at Madrid. And be it fur- 
ther declared, that notwithſtanding ſuch Ships may have 
© been condemned and confiſcated by the Spaniſh Governors 


in America, that ſuch Condemnation ſhall not at all be 


regarded; that his Catholick Majeſty entirely diſavows any 
£ ſuch Proceedings, and is determined to abide by an im- 


partial Deciſion of the Plenipotentiares hereafter named 


+ between the two Crowns, after a full and clear Examina- 


tion upon Oath of the Parties on both Sides; and that 
ſuch Claims ſhall be paid in Six Weeks, by the Confiſca- 
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© able Expences the Owners 


Ships be found, upon Examination before the Plenip 
© tiaries, to be unjuſtly e 7 na 51g 


4 . 
© double the Valns. of fath Ship and is paid 
< to his. Catholick Ma EIS ſuffer twelve Months 


| hate believed bis Catholick Majeſt 
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. e of fuck Shire, after” fach * 
Ship or bips, Conviction, 


6 out any whatſoever ; and likewiſe, all reaſon- 
iridy bo at; in proving” their 
© Demands. And be it further dechred, That from 


© after the 1k of Marth 1738-9, if any Engliſh Ship or 


6 Aiders and Abettors of 
< obliged ymmediatery to pa 
Cargo to the Owners, 


+ Impriſonment, beſides | 
Hap this Article run in theſe expreſs Terms, we might 
to be in Earneſt; but, 
as they run, few People are — inion. And, in- 
dead, which way can it be otherwiſe ued, -when theſe 
ratical Practices of the Guard de. Cofta's are ſo far from 
being reſtrained; that it is ſtipulated in the ſecond ſeparate 
Article to the pang Wt That all Ships which have 
< been, and may be hereafter ſeized, from December 1737, 
$ ſhall be refer to the Plenipoteneiaties, to be determined | 


c by them.“ 


Do not, zn dine land diſpute their Candor and Iper- 
partiality, having already in forne meaſure rienced 
them both. But the Conteſt: arifes, | by their not having 

rocured a ftrit Order from the Court of Spa, to his 
——— in America and New Spain, &c. to ceaſe their 
Depredations, with a ſevere Penalty upon fuch who dare diſo- 
bey his Orders. Becauſe then there would have been no 


room for our Merchants to expect, or fear, any Injuſtice 


from them; whereas now they remain in a continual 
Dread. | 


Law the rather willing to deddive that theſe natural De- 
mands flipped the Memory of our Plenipotentiaries (who 
undonbtedly have nothing more at Heart, than the Honour 
and Welfare of their Nation) than that the omitting fuch 


| —.— and falutary Demands proceeded from any ſelfiſh 


 TrzRE was, indeed, an Article in a foreign Poſt the 
other Day, that his Catholick Majeſty had ſent ſtrict Orders 
to all his jj red in- America, to conform to the Conven- 
tion figned between his Court and that of Great Britain, 


n ain of * . and that Copies were 


RY ſent 


* m—. ww * 


| — IN 


| des, 
' their former. duct, may now alter their Meaſures, 
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them for that Purpoſe: But it is a great whether 
News is not enti 3 Or, 6 got We ae 
ties declared on the Part of Spain, 


i 


forbid them by their Sovereign, are 

Gall at their el Liberty to exerciſe their Denis and 
Cruelties, without breaking the Convention; and it is but 
paying a Trifle twenty Vears hence, if ſach Captures are 
proved, without an further Trouble or Reſtraint. Be- 
hae are likely to be called to an Account for 


and when any Ship is 23 taken and confiſcated 


— — the Lives of the Captain and Crew, 19 | 


event any future Diſcovery, 
I nor it won't be denied, but that every Ship ſo tak- 


en, lies entirely at their Mercy, and how far t 
hereafter extend it, no Man can tell; perhaps 2 wed 


of the one, may alſo be the ſure ä of the o- 


ther; there is nothing like going through ſtitch; if they cut 
us off, we tell no Tales. 


© REIMBURSEMENTS for the mighty Charges of a 
4 War, are never to be 

No, nor Reimburſements for the mighty Charges 5 
Pence, be it ever ſo ſhort or trifling: But a War would 


_ oblige that haughty Power to grant us far better Terms, 


than ever we ſhall be able to get from them by ſolliciting 
Cap in Hand. For they have fo often ſeen our harmleſs 
Fleets of late Years, that they are now only too apt to deride 


and deſpiſe them. Perhaps, they think Action is baniſhed the 


Kingdom, and we are metamorphoſed into little leſs than 
Marble Statues. Tis, therefore, now high Time for us 


to open our Eyes, and ſhew ourſelves Men who are e; 
ble of Reſentment, and have a Heart to reſent. 


Ir rarely happens that ſuch private Loſſes are ever 
made good, eſpecially where there are many Doubts and 


+ Perplexities about them, and when Loſſes and Claims are 


< urged on the other Side.” This is our Caſe; we- ſhall re- 


ceive One fourth of our Loſſes, by the Doubts and Perplexi- 
ties raiſed by the Court of Spain, and the Claims urged by 
them. Altho' fuch Claims are fo far from being clear, that 
the Merchants, and the whole Nation, are kept ignorant of 
them. If the Sum of 95, ooo l. is acknowledged by the 


King of Spain to be due to us on a Ballance, ought we not to 


be informed what Claims are brought againſt us, which 
could reduce our Demands to that Sum * Our Demands 


* upon 


# See Obſervations on the Convention „ p. 38, 2 c. 
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_ © 68,2971, is again d 


haps they may obtain it, and perhaps not. 
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upon Spain are ſtated in an Account ſigned” June 14, 


21738, by Mr. Stert, one of the Commiſſaries, at 
2343727 


J. And, in the fame Account, the Demands 
< of the 


© allowed to be 163,277 Now, for what Reaſon 
ucted out of this Sum, and the 
< Ballance thereby reduced to 95,000 J. eſpecially after 


1380, ooo J. the full Demands of Spain, had been pre- 


<, viouſly admitted, is an Enquiry that has hitherto been 
<. conſtantly'eluded. .. „ $667 
Ap we are fo far from being let into the Reaſon for 


our laſt Deduction of 68,277 J. that we are not even to 
de acquainted with the Particulars of the firſt Claim of 


180,000 J. tho' all Arts poſſible has been tried to find it 


out. Some People, indeed, have interpreted, that this laſt 


Deduction of 68, 27 J. is allowed for deſtroying their 
Fleet, near Sicihh, in the Year 1718: But, as this is not 
warranted by Authority, we ought to have no regard to 


it. Let us drop Surmiſes, and wait with an eager Ex- 


pectation of having the Nature of both theſe DeduQtions 
fairly laid open to us; when, I doubt not, but it will 
to our entire Satisfaction, that, as the great Man 


bas often declared, he hated Expedients, and thoſe who 
made uſe of them, no more Deductions, nor Conceſſions, 
have been allowed to Spain, than were conſiſtent with 
Juſtice, and the Honour of our Nation. But to go on: 
Tis better that Particulars ſhould ſuffer, than a War be 
''< undertaken.” I hope he does not mean our particular 
Limits, or Rights of Traffſick, in the American Seas, If 
we cannot quietly and peaceably enjoy our Rights and Pro- 


perties there, without being invaded in them; or cannot, 
by fair Means, procure an expreſs Acknowledgment of 


them, with Security for the Time to come, a War, even 
if it were almoſt unſucceſsful, would be much more to the 


Advantage and Honour of the Nation. | 
Wx Retribution can be procured for ſuch private 


Loſſes. By the way, 95,000 J. only, will hardly bear 
the Name of a Retribution. © And a Stop put to them 


< for the Time to come.” I deny that ; this Stop ſhould 
have been inſerted in the Convention, by way of a Ceſſa- 


tion of Hoſtilities; then we might have had ſome Reaſon 


to hope for an effectual Stop by and by: But now we 
muſt rely entirely upon the Strength of our Plenipo's ; per- 


„The 


| ing of Spain are faid to amount to 180,000 J. 
© Whence the Ballance due to Great Britain, is there 


* 
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*The Compenſation obtained from Spain, a Compenſa- 
£ tion ſeldom obtained from any Nation, is deſpiſed and 
c ridiculed.” A mighty Compenſation, indeed We prove 
our Demands to the Amount of 343,277 I. Sterling, and 
after fitting out mighty Squadrons,” at a vaſt Expence to 
the Nation, we admit two large Demands of the King of 
Spain to be deducted from the above Sum (the Particulars 
of which, we are entirely ignorant of) to the Amount of 
248,277 I, which reduces the Whole of our Demand to 
- 95,000 J. only: And even that Sum, it ſeems, his Catho- 
1a; Majeſty has proteſted he will not condeſcend to grant ; 
no, nor even this Convention itſelf, . inſufficient to us as it 
is, till the South Sea Company pay the 68,000 J. which 
they have acknowledged to be due to him; al 
the King of Spain, at the ſame Time, acknowledged, 
that he owes them upwards of Pore 1. This is ac- 
cording to the Spaniſb Proverb, © You ſhall firſt pay me 
the ſmall Demand I have upon you, and then your whole 
Demand ſhall be paid you afterwards. Notwithſtanding 
_ - theſe flagrant Proofs, a certain great Man has oftentimes 
made no Scruple to declare, that, by this Convention, 
£ we. ſhall reap all the Advantages which could have been 
expected from a War, had it been ever ſo ſucceſsful: 
That it was impoſſible to change any one Stipulation in 
it, into a Shape more advantageous to ourſelves; and 
© that it ſo fully anſwered all the Declarations of Par- 
< lament, and the reaſonable Expectations of the Publick, 
 $ that the moſt virulent Malecontent would never be able 
to form a ſingle Exception againſt it.” s SOL 
As to Malecontents, I know no ſuch Perſons ; or, at 
leaſt, hold no Converſation with them. I declare myſelf a 
Lover of my King and Country, whoſe Intereſts are, and 
_ ought to be, inſeparable : But, at the ſame time, cannot 
help ſaying, that the Great Man's preſent Opinion differs 
widely from that of the Generality of Mankind. What 
the — may be, I am at a Loſs to gueſs ; without it 
is becauſe he is in the Secret, and we are out. The Ad- 
vantages we are to reap from this Convention, is at preſent 
a Myſtery to us all. SO 140 $I 
Bur I have already ſhewn the Poſſibility of making 
the ſecond ſeparate Article much more advantageous to - 
the Nation in general, by changing a Stipulation into ano- 
ther Shape, as I have done in Form, | 


7 


AND 


> ht a a — — — N — OY” ER I _— * * * > m 8 r * — <a r R * = „„ TELE, < =1 — 2 "EE "0 — — + — 
2 — r — zug — — — : x * 2 2 == * — — "FA. — * — = 2 - * . 1 r — 4 -: 2% = 35 — = 4 — — 4 I oy — — . cx AE" — 
* nat —_—_ — - — — — — — — —— po - — — — a> xv vas. — — — — . — — — — — — —— ms 
— - — - 
b — — — . 
— — * 5 h 7 a —— N 5 5 — — 
— — a — — —— ons — n —————— — —-— — ——— —— . - — — —— — — — — — w — — — — — 2 
— — — . — — ͥ——— — — * — — — — — — : — a — — 
DC U —— w ——: EI —— — — —— — 
paſt — — 7 —— — — <<. _ — p py — 222 - 
1 
| » 
o 
— 
* 


8 1 2 - Sr; © 1 A — — x 2 2 
— — — — — 
4 — od oy - 
— pn — . — ——— — —— 2 
=" : — * — — — — 
— — — ——œ—M—— —6ä—ů4 — — — — — ðĩ; — — — —— — — 


. IF. — 1 
— — — — — — — 
ano — — — —— — — — _ 
2 — a FER en ny — — — ͤ ( 
2 2 — — I — — = > 
———U— — cs Hs 1 
— 


— — 


( 188 ) 


Ap which, no doabt, the Plenipotentiaries {who have 
longer Heads than mine) were more capable of forming. I 


therefore admire . W _ args ind fo material 
and neceſlary a Point ſhould be lly: diſregarded 

them I rather chuſe to ſay diſregarded, — 
when I reflect upon the then Strength of our Naval Force, 
that we had three formidable Squadrons at Sea, in their 
proper Stations; one in the Mg Indies, to correct the 
Grard de Coo , another in the Mediterranean, and 2 
third at home, to prevent any Invaſion which might be 
formed in favour of the 22 to divert us from exe- 
euting our Deſigns upon them. I ſay, when I reflect how 
ſortnidable we then were! I can't otherwiſe imagine, but 
that the Omiſſion of ſuch an important Stipulation, muſt 
rather be attributed to the Forgetfulneſs of dur Plenipo's, 
than any other Reaſon whatſoever; ſinee the Court of 
Spain was not, at that Time, in a Condition to defend 
herſelf from our Attacks upon their Provinces, ſhould fuch 
Have bern thought neceſſary ; neither, indeed, could they 
with the leaſt Colour of Juſtice, have denied us ſuch De- 
mand. For which Reaſons, till I am otherwiſe con- 


vinced, I muſt; believe, that no ſuch Demand has been 


made on our Part. And, if not, * whether this Conven- 


tion has fully anſwered all the Declarations of Parlia- 


ment, and the reaſonable Expectati 
let the World determine. 
-© Arid the great popular W 


as of the Publick,” 


Points not yet ſettled.“ This is a miſtaken Notion, or * 
rather an Evaſion of the Point. The popular Weight and 
Cry, as he is pleaſed to term it, is againſt thoſe Stipula- 


tions in the Convention, that expreſly forbid | our adding 


to the Fortiſications of Carolina, and conſequently Georgia 
«(which are both in a very defenceleſs Condition but that 


every thing there ſhall wagon ery que till the Regula- 


tion of our Limits can be by the Plenipotentiaries. 
If they remain in their preſent Situation, and the Plenipo's 


ſhould not hereafter be able to agree in fixing thoſe Limits, 


not only Carolina, but his Majefty's favourite Colony alſo, 
might ſoon become an eaſy Prey to the Spaniards, A ſe- 


cond popular Cry is in our accepting 95,000, in Ballance 


for the whole of our Loſſes, by giving 248,277 l. to Spain, 
when, at the ſame time, we are kept ignorant how we be- 
came ſo much their Debtors. A third popular Cry was 
occaſioned by their admitting two Ships, mentioned in the 

£ i Che | ſecond 


= ; ( x89 | 
ſecond. ſeparate Article, to the Determination of Plenipo- | 
%%% $6 pd e iiur 36,8 weolas 
Tu firſt was called the Sucte/s,, which was acknaw- 
ledged to be taken on the 14th of April 1738, as ſhe was 
coming out from the Iſland of Antigua (an hundred 
Leagues from any Spuniſb Settlement) by a Spanyb Guard de 
Coſta, and carried to Perto Rico. Sei ed 
SINCE this could not be proved to have carried on an 
illicit Trade, for God's ſake, why is it to be referred to 
Plenipotentiaries? The, other was the Brigantine Santa 
Thereſa, ſeized in the Port of Dublin, in Ireland, inthe 
Year 1735. This was originally a Britiſi Veſſel, but was 
taken at Sea by a Spaniſh Privateer, in a very ſhameful 
Manner; ſhe was afterwards fitted out by the Spaniardi, as - 
a Merchant- Man, and trading in the Port of Dublin, was 
known by her own Mafters, who ſeized her. Now, as 
Fortune had thrown this Ship again into the original 
Owners Pofleflion, whoſe undoubted Right ſhe was, could 
any one have imagined, that Spain would, in ſo bare- 
faced a Manner, have demanded her again, or that our 
Plenipo's would have ſuffered it to be at all diſputed. Be- 
ſides, ſhe was exempted in the third Article of the preſent 
Convention, had our Seizure been illegal. But neither 
that, nor the other Conſideration, could prevail upon his 
Catholick Majeſty, to deſiſt from his Demand of referring 
the Deciſion thereof to the Plenipotentiaries.. Ez 
Tk Fourth popular Cry is occaſioned by the Omiſſion 
of an Article, wherein all Ceſſation of Hoſtilities ſhould 
be agreed upon during the Time fixed for a Decifion of 
our particular Rights and Limits in the American Seas, by 
the Plenipotentiaries. But, having treated largely on this 
Point in the foregoing Pages, I proceed now, to the fifth 
popular Cry, or Objection, which is againſt the King of 
Spain's Declaration, or Proteſt. This is a Paper of a _ 
extraordinary Nature. That the South Sea Compa | 
firſt pay his Catholick Majeſty 68,000 l. in which Sum 
they own themſelves indebted, And, at the ſame Time, 
his Catholick Majeſty acknowledged himſelf indebted to that 
Company, in almoſt five times that Sum. Can this be 
reckan'd a juſt Way of proceeding between Debtor and Cre- 
ditor ? Nay, what's ſtill more ſurprizing, is, that our 
Plenipotentiaries Agreed to this arbitrary Way of proceed- 
ing: And having agreed with reciprocal Accord, that 
© this Declaration ſhould Ye made as the effential and pre- 
«© ciſe Means to overcome the ſo much debated Difputes.” 
| | CERTAINLY, 
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-CxnmTarnty; if this very Proteſt had not been laid 
before the ſupreme Court of Judicature, and debated” 
therein, the People of England muſt have been ſo far 'from 
believing; i it genuine, that it would have been all taken for 
mere Flction, and, as ſuch, totally diſregarded. I am 
r that this Way of ſettling Accounts, is become 


ſo common in Spain, that they have made a Proverb of it, 
which I have already obſerved. 


Buer be that as it will, ſure I am, that our Plenipo's 
never, learnt that amen Art of Arithmetick in this 
Kingdom. 

Sincz Don Sebaſtian de ls Quadra has acknow- | 
ledged, the King, his Maſter, indebted to the South 

IN 8 upwards of 300, ooo 1. our Engliſh Way 
Accounts' between them, would be to * 


ah the which the Company owe the King of 


Spain, from the 300,000 l. which his Catholick Majeſty 
has acknowledged to be due to them, and then there would 


remain upon Ballance, 232,000 1. which ought, in a ſhort 
Time, to be paid to the . Sea Company; as their juſt 


| Dues and Demands. 


I am ſorry that we are i in fo bad a Condition, as not to 


be able to inſiſt upon the waving this Proteſt. - But, alas! 


on the contrary, we have admitted it, as the only eſſential 
Means we have left of ſettling the preſent miſerable Condi- 
tion of our Trade and Commerce in the American Seas, on 
more ſolid and laſting Foundations. 

THESE are the grand Objections which the Merchants 
have ſtarted to this preſent Convention, and which the 
Author is pleaſed to term, © a great popular Weight and 
Cry.“ He ſays, it would ſeem to me, that as he is the 
be ono who ends a War by Addrefs only, and 
< without fi hting ; 3 ſo he is the beſt Politician, who pre- 
< vents a War by an honourable Treaty.” How honoura- 
ble this Preliminary to a Treaty may I ſhall not diſ- 
pute; but ſhould be very willing to agree with him, pro- 
vided we had been as famous in theſe twenty Years paſt, 


for our Wiſdom in nee as we have ene been 


for our Arms. 


Non does 8 3 now aim at  anfveifal Eayire and 


< Conqueſt,” I think the contrary is evident. Does ſhe 


not diſpute our Right to Carolina and Georgia? Has not 


the Spaniſb Ambaſlador here delivered Memorials to that 
Effect ? Did ſhe not, a few Years ago, wreſt Naples and 
ws fe out of _ — Hands? And is ſhe not _ 

uw 
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ily fitting out Fleets, to put her other Projefts into Exe - 
— * ? Is ſhe not ſo far from AR eee vrith de- 
priving his Imperial Majeſty of his inions in Sicily, 
that is now laying Claim to Tuſcany, Parma and 
Placentia ? What more . Proofs can be deſired, to ſhew- 
that Spain now aims at univerſal Empire and Conqueſt ? 
If all this is evident, which I believe no Man can con- 
tradi, are we not as much urged by Policy, as for the 
Honour of our Nation, to divert that Power by a War, 
from putting ſuch Projects into Execution, which, if car- 
ried on with Succeſs, muſt manifeſtly tend to our Prejudice. 
And, what is worſe, deprive us of our two favourite Colo- 
nies, which have already coſt us Millions of Money to 
bring to Perfection. t ee ee e ee 5 
Ix theſe Spaniſh Projects are near ripe for Execution, 
we ſhall never be able to get thoſe Advantages which we 
propoſed to ourſelves by this new Treaty. They will be 
ſill ſtarting new Difficulties; and making ſuch exorbitant 
Demands, as our Plenipotentiaries cannot, nor dare not, 
grant them. Thus may our Negotiation prove unſucceſsful. 
AND the Moment it is broke off, tis ten to one but a 


n 


ö Spaniſb Fleet will be diſpatch' d to ſeize upon thoſe Colo- 

Ml nies now in Diſpute, which we have, by this Convention, 

} ſolemnly engaged not to fortify, but leave defenceleſs; I 

; ſuppoſe, till Spain can prove her Right to them. By what 

K has been ſaid, tis plain we have more to fear from that 

Power, than from any other Power in Europe. 

5 How cautious ſhould we then be in our Negotiations ? 

"= How careful not to ſuffer our minuteſt Rights to be in the 

C. leaſt queſtioned or doubted ? Since-ſuch Doubts would ſoon, 

1 with them, be term'd Rights; and, as ſuch, become liable 

1 to be diſputed : Which, when once brought upon the 

4 Carpet, might be extremely difficult for our Plenipoten- 

4 tiaries ever to get Spain to recede from. | 

3 THe Author ſays, He could give an Inſtance at large 

E of an Engliſh Commander, who having perfidiouſly, un- 

1 < der Pretence of Commerce, invited two Spaniſh Gen- | 
- < tlemen on Board, firſt kept them ſtarving two Days, to | 

| © extort a Ranſom, and that failing, cut off the Ears and [l 
0 © Noſe of one of them, and, with a Cutlaſs at his Throat, | 
TY forced him to eat them.“ What a poſitive Aſſertion is | 
” this! yet I am fo far from believing it (tho the Author | 
at has declared this Cruelty to, have been exerciſed. within his | | 
id Knowledge) that if he does not hereafter particularly 1 
W mention the Name of that Engliſh Commander, or 9 a 
ly | | 0 . 
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of the two Span;h Gentlemen fo 8 ** htc 
Reign in which that Fact was committed, and the Place 
where ; not only myſelf, but every impartial Reader, muſt 

judge, that this very Report, as well as ſeveral others which 
MN has occaſionally interſperſed, was - ſtudied with no 
other View, — to depreciate our Merchants Claims 
2 ee the Parliament - againſt 

W 

He goes on in aſſerting, © that ſome. of our Colonies 
are known to have been Hives of Smuglers, or illicit 
Traders; all Men know it ; | they themſelves had not 
« the Face to deny, nay, D But, why 
Fo ng rs oh; at Colonies theſe were, eſpecially 
as he has not ſpared even the Governors themſelves, 

he charges with ſharing in the Plunder? By ſuch > abſiivate 
Aſſertions as theſe, there is no great Difficulty to sive a 
ſhrew'd Gueſs at their Author. 

THERE was, indeed, a Colony in a former Reign, 
which was deeply concerned with thoſe who 
frequent Depredations upon whatever Ships fell in their 
Way, whether French, Dutch, Spaniſh, or, indeed, Eng- 
liſh ; none eſcaped them, but ſuch as were an Overmatch 
for. them. Divers Complaints were made at our Court, 
and our Ships ſent out in queſt of them; ſome were taken, 
tryed and condemned : thus Satisfaction was made to the 
Parties i jured. At length, his Majeſty iſſued forth his moſt 

ious Pardon to all thoſe who would return from their 
— to their Allegiance; when, to the great Surprize 
« the _ Minifters of State, ſome of — principal Inha- 
bitants owledged themſelves pleading that 
General Pardon; and, among 125 if 1 — not, 
the ingenious Author of this excellent Pamphlet, which is 
now under my Conſideration, and who has ſince returned 
to England, and i is, at this Time, under a Poſt in the Go- 
vernment. 
HowE VER, he can't bring an Inftance of an e 
Colony that has treſpaſſed in the like Manner. Nor, in 
ſhort, is the aforeſaid Aſſertion of any Weight at Ml. For 
the Depredations our Merchants complain of, has been 
committed by Spaniſh Guard de Cetas, who held their 
Commiſſions from the King of Spain himſelf, or his Go- 
vernors, and thereupon — Span Court became anfwer- 
able for all ſuch Tranſactions. Whereas, the Depreda- 
tions committed on our Side, were by a few ayow'd 
N 15 whoſe Tranſactions no — or 3 
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do be a6connitable, Suppoſe the Governor of that Plantä⸗ 


tion, and ſome of the Inhabitants, were in League with 


_ thoſe Pyrates, no juſt Demand could have been made ups 


on our Nation for the Lofles which the injured. Parties 
might ſuſtain; becauſe ſuch Violences were committed 


without his Majeſty's Privity, or Conſent, and without 


any Commiſſion or Authority from him to ſearch or moleſt 
them. 5 #2; ! 
TRR Inſufficiency of that Aſſertion phinly demonſtrates 
e who would leave no Stone un- 
turned to deprive the Merchants of the Benefit intended 
them by Parliament, by throwing the blackeſt 8 
upon the moſt uſeful Body of Men in this Kingdom, and, 
in the Preſervation of whom, the Riches and Welfare of 
this mighty Nation can only ſubſiſt. | 
He artfully goes on in declaring, that he himſelf had 
© ſeen as free Subjects as any that the King of Spain had, 
© expoſed to Sale, in a Britiſb Colony, purchaſed there 
© like Cattle, and treated afterwards very little better by 
the Purchaſers. But why does he not mention that 
Colony, and in whoſe Reign it was? By his thus treating 


upon Generals, and not deſcending to Particulars, even 
| ſuch Things as he declares within his own Knowledge, we 
muſt be the leſs apt to believe him. 


SPEAKING: of the Engliſh, he fays; they will not go 
© to War in 9 Smugle Pas Thieves, ſworn 
Enemies to the fair Trader. This is, to-fay no worſe, a 
bold Expreflion, and what his Patron himfelt dared not to 
utter in a certain Place. Want n Company of in- 
jured Waeſt India Merchants, he for ſeveral Years paſt, 
have been immenſe Sufferef thro' the Avarice, Tyrany 
and Cruelty of the Spaniards, to be termed a pack of Smug- 
lers, and Thieves at laſt, and who, as ſuch, merited the 
TT and Impriſonments which ſeveral have under- 
gone! | 


I Have now gone thro' the ſeveral Arguments, which 


| have heen made by this Author, in Defence of the preſent 
Meaſures, and hope I have anſwered the ſame to entire Sa- 


tisfaction. 


TH1s only remains to be ſaid; That it is a Sign of a 
very bad Cauſe, when a Miniſtry will take ſo much Pains, 
and be at ſo great an Expence, in printing ſome thouſands 
of nd leſs than three ſeveral Pamphlets at this Time, and 
diſperſing them gra tis in 2 and Country, with _ 


* 


? 


Faded -- 


| ſtupid Gazetteers., And, not content with that, but they, 
who of all Perſons in the Kingdom ought to have buried 


in everlaſting Silence, the former ill Treatment which the 
Spaniards might have received from the Hands of the Eng- 
kf, have been the firſt to enumerate them. Is not this a 
manifeſt W eakneſ in thoſe whoſe ſole Buſineſs it is to. inſiſt 
upon ample Satisfaction for the Injuries we have received; 
and not to make an Outcry of what formerly we may have 
been guilty of ? "This Stumbling-Block of theirs, in my 
humble Opinion, is a much greater than the moſt virulent 
Malecontent could have thrown in their way, to retard 
the preſent Negotiation with Spain. 2 
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MINISTERIAL 


Arguments and Prejudices 


EXAMINE D. 


Soba. d HERE are few Periods of the Engliſh _— 
more intereſting to every Man, who wiſhes well 
do his Country, than the preſent. It is there- 
ßp;ore of the pour! Conſequence to the Public 
1 to judge coolly and impartially of the Meaſures 
purſued by the Adminiſtration; to regard Things, not Per- 
ſons, and to be as little prepoſſeſſed in favour of the. Oppo- 
ſition as of the Miniſtry. In this Paper, therefore, I ſhall 
endeavour candidly to examine, whether the almoſt univerſal 
Oppoſition to our late pacific Meaſures, is owing to popular 
Prejudices, or is the Reſult of that Enquiry founded on 
Reaſon, which a free People has a Right to make into thoſe 
Meaſures that immediately concern their Property, and may 
in the End affe& their Liberties. 
PREJUDICE, when it is uſed to expreſs an Affection of 
the Mind, fignifies a Man's being determined for, or 
againſt one Side of a Queſtion, without giving an impartial 
Hearing to what can be urged on the other; and is more 


properly defined to be an Error of the Will, than of the 


Judgment. Therefore, popular Prejudices againſt Meaſures 
purſued by Government, proceed from an unwillingneſs in 
a whole People, to believe, that it is poſſible for their Go« 
vernors to act right, a Caſe that very ſeldom happens; the 
Prejudice being commonly very ftrong in favour of the 
Government, except when they find by Experience, that 


their Governors, in all former Inſtances, have acted egre- 
_ giouſly. wrong. However, as it is poſſible for a Government, 


O 2 | by 


e 
by one ſubſequent Meaſure, to remove the Effects of many 
preceding Blunders, it is reaſonable the People ſhould give a 
fair Hearing to both Sides of the Queſtion. IL am far from 
making any Application of what I have faid before, and am 
far from thinking" the People of Hngiand to be prejudiced 
Ault rheir Governors, becauſe I hope they. never gave 
them Reaſon. But as a ſtrong Oppoſition has been made, 
by the whole Body of the Engliſh Nation, to the late Con- 
vention, I ſhall take the Freedom toſ examine into the Mo- 
tives of this Oppoſition, and, at the ſame Time, take a 
View of the Arguments urged to prove it the Effect of popu- 
lar Prejudices, im ſome late miniſterial Pamphlets 
Ff Byte Nation, after ſuffering a Series of Inſults 
and Injuries, applies to the Court of Spain, thro' the Medi- 


ation of a powerful Fleet, for paſt, and Security againſt 


future Interruptions of her Trade. Fhe Miniſters who 
have the Charge of this Negotiation are authorized by the 


moſt ample Inſtructions from his Majeſty ; they are ſup- 


ported! by the warmeſt Reſolutions: of Parliament; and en- 
' ehuraged by the general Voice: of the People, Who call 
aloud for an immediate War, or a ſafe Peace: No Con- 
curxrence of Circunaſtances could have been more favourable 
to the Miniſtry, either for healing up the paſt Wounds of 
the Nation, | for retrieving any inconſiderable Steps they 
themſelves might have taken, or for reconeiling the Mea- 
fures of his Majeſty's Government to the Affections of his 
People. The Nation, with unprecedented Patience, have 
nepreſſed the Impetuoſity that is ſo natural in a ſuffering Peo- 
ple, implicitly relied on the Adminiſtration, chearſull/ ap- 
plauded — ures, and for eight Months, without almoſt 
ory waited the Event: What is the Event? The 

urt of Spain tells us, we are willing to conſider _ 
Complaints, and aceordingly we ſhall appoint two Miniſters, 
_ who, ſhall meet with two more appointed by your Court; 
and: thoſe: four: ſhall lay their Heads together, in order to 
find out, if the Meaning; of the 'Treaties betwixt us and you 


r according to the expreſs Words of theſe Treaties. As if 


the Frexch, the Latin, the Spanyb, and Emllſb Languages 
had, within theſe threeſcore Years, grown fo obſolete, that 
different Ideas were now affixed to the ſame Words. 
Tn ſame Court tells us, you? Parliament has indeed 


Wund a Senſe: belonging to the Words of theſe Treaties; 


dut we are far fiom being, of their Opinion: However, that 
 keewiſe ſhall bd refemed to the Gentlemen the Plenipoten- 


right 


* 


ien, Who ſhall decide whether your Parliament is in the 
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right or not; as for your Claim, we ſhall conſider of that 
Merchants, we have already ballanced Accounts, and we 
nnd, that after Deduction of our Claim, ve have plundered 


ou of about 95, 00 J. Which we are willing to pay you 
fa. full of all Demands, vzz. for the Inſults offered to your 
Crown, the Indignities done to your Flag, the Interruptions 
of your Trade, the impriſonment of above Five hundred 


of your Subjects on  unjultifiable Pretences, and mangling 


their Perſons: But at the ſame time you are to remember, 


that we come into theſe Terms, only on Condition that 


Jour South Sea Company pay us 68,000 /. due to our 

OWN. IH | | e 3-H 
THis would look like a Burleſque of a Negotiation, 

were not the Authority for viewing every Step of it in this 


Light too great to be queſtioned ; but every Man of com- 


mon Senſe may be appealed to, if this is not plainly the 
Language that has been ſpoken on the Part of . 


the Courſe of this Negotiation, clogged with this Proteſt. 
Any Man of the moſt refined Senſe may be challenged to 


find out another Meaning in the moſt favourable Con- 
ceſſions ſhe has made to Britain. | 
To ſhew how unreaſonable, as well as ridiculous, this 
Claim of the King of Spain is, we fhall take a very ſhort 
View of the State of Accounts betwixt him and the South 
Sea Company. At the ſame time, I own myſelf obliged 
for this State to a more able and judicious Hand, who has 
publiſhed. ſome Obſervations, wherein that Affair is more 


largely treated, | 1 
Ix the Year 1718, we find the Damages done to the 
Company, by the King of Spain's ſeizing their Effects, 


amounted, by their own verified and atteſted Accounts, to 


about 225, 000 J. and this too, after all the Deductions 


their Officers made. | Th 
In 1727, the Seizure of the Company's Effects, made by 


the Spaniards, amounted to 112,000 l. and both this Seizure ' 


and the laſt mentioned, were to be reſtored to the Company 
by a Treaty made in the ſame Year, but never performed; 
ſo that the Company has a clear and indiſputable Claim 
upon his Catholick Majeſty of at leaſt 337,000 J. Sterling. 


Fou what has been ſaid, I believe, it will be hard to | 
find in all Hiſtory a Piece of Inſolence parallel to this, im- 


poſed by the moſt haughty Conqueror, upon a ridiculed, 
abject, diſpirited People; nay, tho? that had been our Cafe, 


_ , a generous Conqueror would * have impoſed ſuch Terms, 
93 80 8 | as 
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$2 from the Beginning to the End of 'this Negotiation, ebe 


Spaniſh Court has impoſed upon the Britiſb Nation. That 
'rince” has, in effect, cleared his Debts by a Satute of 
Bankruptcy, for near 400,000 l. and at the ſame Time he 

etends to ſue his Creditors for little more than the eighth 


Part of that Sum. This is again ſo ridiculous, that one 


could not tell it as a common Story, happening betwixt 
Man and Man, with a grave Face; yet this very Scene has 


been acted by the Miniſters of two contrary Powers treating 


on an equal footing; and the Miniſter of the injured People, 
backed by a formidable Fleet, who had nothing to fear, but 
from the weak Conceſſions of their own Court; and every 
Thing to hope, to which a juſt Cauſe, an undaunted 
Courage, a generous Alacrity, together with an unpa- 
rallelled Patience under Provocation, can be entitled. : 
Lr us now take a View of the manner in which the 


_ Britiſh. Nation had a Right to expect this Negotiation ſhould | 


have been conducted. 


** 3 


a Judgment of this from the Maxims 
of common Equity, we ſhall find that even an abſolute Con- 
ceſſion of aur Right to navigate from one Part of his Ma- 
jeſty's Dominions to another; we ſhall find that even an 
abGluto Conceſſion of an Exemption from all Search; we 
ſhall find that even an adequate Compenſation for all our 


Loſſes, is not ſufficient to ſatisfy that common Juſtice which 


forms the Baſis of publick Faith, as well as of private Vir- 
tue, If a Man ſhould attack his Neighbour's Houſe, rifle 
it, cut and mangle both the Maſter and his Servants, and 
without the leaſt Colour of Juſtice drag him to a loàthſome 


| Canfinement, where he muſt live as the Diſcretion of his 


mercileſs Oppreſſor ſhall permit him; if afterwards the 

rieved Party ſhall recover his Liberty, and ſhall be in a 
Condition to bring his Oppreſſor to Juſtice ; I fancy even a 
Special Jury would find more Damages for the Plaintiff than 
2 bare Reſtitution of what had been taken from him, and 
the Defendant's being bound over to his future good Beha- 


viour, amounts to. They would conſider the Outrages 


done to the Laws of Society, the Loſs not only of his Limbs, 


but likewiſe the Interruption of the Plaintiff's Trade, his 


Loſs of Time, and other perſonal Injuries done him, and 
find their Verdict accordingly, 3 5 Bp. 
SUCH are the Conſiderations that enter into the Caſe of 
a Treſpaſs or a Riot in common Life ; they hold equally 
good in Caſes of a more national Concern ; only the latter 


| bs attended with one aggrayating Circumſtance, which can. 


have 
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have no Place in private Affairs; and that is, the Inſult | 


done to the Dignity of that Crown to which the injured 


Party is the natural Ne This Inſult is the greater if 
repeated; if, after the Motives, upon which the njury is 


rg + are diſowned by the Sovereign of the offending 


arty, the Offender not only enjoys the Protection, but the 


Encouragement of his Sovereign, The Retroſpe& that 


ariſes from theſe Conſiderations is too affecting for any Man, 
who reflects on the Figure this Nation formerly made in 
Europe, to indulge it. But as one Idea of Indignation 


' awakens another, I cannot help cloſing this Paragraph with 


this Reflection; that ſo far as appears to the World from the 


Acts of the Miniſtry, not one of theſe Villians have been 


yet required to be delivered up to Juſtice. Inſtead of appear- 
ing conſcious of their Guilt, they triumph in their Succeſs; 
and inſtead of being hanged up as Monuments of Britiſb 


Reſentment, they appear protected, commiſſioned, and 
advanced, as Monuments of Spaniſb Inſolence, and miniſ- 


terial Forbearance, 
Bur as I am unwilling to conceal the leaſt Argument, 
that can ſerve to juſtify the Conduct of the Admininiſtra- 
tion, during our les Courſe of Negotiations with Spain, 
I ſhall here take notice of one or two Arguments more 
which I have met with, either in Converſation, or mini- 
ſterial Pamphlets and Papers, in Juſtification of our late 
Meaſures. | 9 | 

IT is faid, that we are not the only People in Europe who 


have reaſon to complain of the Spaniſh Inſolence and In- 


juſtice; that the French, powerful as they are, have ſuffered 


in their Turn; and that the Dutch have greater reaſon to 


complain than ourſelves. : 
Tr French Ships have been ſeized by the Spaniards I 
make not the leaſt queſtion ; nay, I do not doubt but that 


the French Miniſtry have even refuſed to reclaim them. 


But then we ſhall find that theſe Seizures were all lawful, 
and none of them made on the open Seas; far leſs in failing 
from one Part of the French Dominions to another, In 
ſuch Circumſtances no wiſe Government will intereſt her- 
felf in reclaiming a Capture; for, as I hinted before, no 
Government will be ſo impolitic as to cut out to her Subjects 


any new Canals of Trade, that are inconſiſtent with the 


Senſe of Treaties, or the Law of Nations. This, were 


there no other, is a ſufficient Proof, that Spain, while ſhe 


confines her Conduct within theſe Bounds, is always ſafe in 


the Poſſeſſion of her American Acquiſitions, 


aka nd 


As tothe Dutch, there is no doubt but that Spain bas 
been guilty of very groſs Violations of her Treaties with 
the States General, But to what is that owing ? It is 


owing to the too well grounded Opinion they have of the 
Diviſions that ſubſiſt in that State, and of the preſent ill 
Condition of their Revenues and Navy; but this is not 


— 
* 
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the Caſe with Regard to Great Britain. However low | 
be Trade, and however high Parties run amongſt us, we 
Fill have a Navy as formidable as ever, there ſtill ſub- 
ſiſts in the Nation a Spirit that breathes a juſt Revenge, 
and in this we are unanimous, howeyer as to other Points 
we may be diyided. Were this the Caſe with our Neigh- 
bours the Dutch, did their Government burthen its Subjects 
with Taxes too heavy for their low Circunſtances, in 
order to enable them to exert themſelves with f 
Reſolution, I am perſuaded they would at leaſt have ſtrucl 
one Blow, and made/one Ses before they had departed 
from thoſe Rights that once made them great, and ftill 
preſerves them independent. If the People of Britain are 
22 and . her Debts are high, and her Taxes 
heavy, theſe are Inconveniences to the Subject, but none 
to their Government; our Miniſters have as aße Penſions, 
our Navy is as well paid, our Troops as well clothed, and 
our Officers as well powder'd as gver. But if the Dutch 
| Haye put up with any Injuries, they have not the addi- 
tional Hardſhips of ſuffering almoſt as much by expenſive 
pag ineffectual Methods of . ſeeking Redreſs, as from the 
» Injuries complained of. Nor indeed would it have been 
very adviſeable for them at this Juncture to have over- 
ſtretched their publick Credit to obtain Satisfaction: they 


ated much more wiſely in looking on, and waiting the 
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Event of our Armaments and Negotiations ; for they were 

£0 to reap the Fruit, and to ſhare in all the Advan- : 

takes we obtained by either. Beſides, if the Accounts we : 

have for ſome time paſt received of their Conduct as true, ; 
they have not ſo tamely ſubmitted to the Spaniſb Inſolence, ] 


but haye taught them what it is to ſuffer as well as to in- 
re. | 3 Wy 8 3 
* Bur of all the Advocates for the Spaniſb Meaſures in 
her moſt extravagant Claims and Practices, none has yet 
equall'd the Author of a Pamphlet publiſhed a Day or two 
ago, entitled, Popular Prejudices againſt the Convention and 
Treaty with Spain, examin'd and anſwer'd. This Author 
would impoſe not only on the Senſe of the Nation, but 
on the Senſe of all Mankind. He takes great Pains to con- 


vince 
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vince us, that we have been as much in the Wrong to Spain 
as ſhe has been to us, tho” he does not bring one Proof to 


ſupport his Aﬀertion, But admitting all he ſays to be fact 


with regard to Cruelties and Robberies committed by the 
Engliſh on the Spaniſh Subjects, it can have no Place in 
the preſent Queſtion. They, who were guilty of theſe 


Exceſſes upon the N ng were, by his own Account, 
teci 


deprived of the Protection of our Crown, and caſt out from 
the Rights of Britiſb dy Therefore there can be no 
Parallel drawn betwixt that and a Caſe wherein the Crown 
of Spain avows, aids, and ahets her Pyrates, promotes 
them, and imputes the moſt cruel Exceſſes they can be 
guilty of towards the Britiſp Subjects to them as a Merit. 
If I were, like this Author, to advance Facts upon Hear- 


ſays I could tell him, that the very Man who cut of 
Capt. 


Tenkins's Ear was afterwards promoted, from being 
a ſimple Boatſwain, to the Command of a conſiderable 
Ship belonging to the Goyernment of Spgin, without any 
other Merit to recommend him, except his being the Au- 
thor of that inhuman Cruelty. | | 
As to the Account of „ ee Jennings and his 
Crew, as this Author repreſents the Matter, it is no more 
to the preſent Purpoſe than if he had given us an Hiſtory 
of Mr. Turpin and his Tribe. The Crown of England 
was no ſooner informed vf his Practices, than it imme- 
diately iſſued out a Proclamation, proclaiming him and 
his Aﬀociates Traitors? Has the Crown of Spain ſerved 


any of its Pyrates ſo? Has ſhe thrown them out of her 


Protection, or even diſowned the Principles that induced 
them to commit ſuch Barbarities ? 5 | 

Trex next Inftance this miniſterial Writer produces is 
altogether foreign to the Purpoſe, and carries with it every 
Mark of Forgery; no Time, no Place, no Name is men- 
tioned, tho' the Improbability that attends this Story re- 
quired that it ſhould be atteſted by the moſt minute Cir- 
cumſtances. As it is, it can only deceive the Simple, and 
will make a moſt excellent Story for a Spaniſh Martyro- 


logy; and the Author may ſtand as fair a Chance for the 
Veneration of their Clergy, as his Patrons ſtand for the 
Contempt of their Court. | 


1 $H4ALL not trouble the Reader with a Repetition of 
the ſame Thing over and over again, but only once for all 
obſerve, that in writing or ſpeaking upon political Subjects, 
the unjuſtifiable Conduct of particular . Perſons ought en- 
tirely to be thrown out of the Queſtion 5 but vi 1 0 

ä * 4 - 


— — —ä—— 


— — — 
— — — 
- — jo 
- by > 


—  - 


— — — - 2 _ 
— en 


: 
4 
1931 
N | 
£ 13 itt 
F 
* 
1 J t 
* i! 
1 
' : 
: 
U 
q 
= 
| \ 
. 11 
: { 
il : 4 
f , thy 
$737 19 
173; 4 
7 + 
l 3 . 
F ! 
4 1 
4 $730, 
! L 
6 {53 1 
T 113415 
7 l þ 
i! iy 
; 175 L 
l { 
{ 14 4 
* 1 1H 
N. * 4 "0 
1 | 7 
= 
11 PU 
; 161 
1 4 
; 4h 
wth 
Ho 
| , : 
T f 


” 

— 
2 " 

— — — — — 4 — 
I. SIS —— — 2 


(202) 


Conduct is authorized by a Prince, we are no longer to 
conſider it as of a private Nature, we are to view it as the 


publick Act of the Crown who authorizes it, and it be- 


comes the proper Object of political Inquiry and national 


Reſentment. No Inſtance can be given of. our ſupporting 


any of our Subjects in their Depredations or Cruelties upon 
Spain, no Inſtance can be given of Spain's diſcountenancing 
one of her Subjects in their Depredations or Cruelty upon 


us. Therefore this Author impoſes upon the common Senſe 


of Mankind by bringing theſe doubtful "Inſtances of Britiſb, 
to counterbalance the many certain Inſtances of Spaniſh 
Violence, unleſs he could make the Conduct of the two 
Nations in every other reſpect parallel. „ 

Tu ſame Author has attempted to prove a Point hi- 
therto untouched by any of the Writers on the Side of the 
Queſtion he defends ; and has gone fo far, as abſolutely to 


contradict the poſitive Reſolutions which both Houſes of 


Parliament came to laſt Seffion, by his endeavouring to 
prove, that a Britiſh Veſſel is ſubject to a Search on the 
open Seas. This perhaps is one of the ſtrongeſt Inſtances of 
the Licentiouſneſs of the Preſs that this Reign has pro- 
duced. We here ſee an Author attack the Rights of a free- 
born People. We ſee him oppoſe the Senſe of a Legiſlature 
zealous for theſe Rights, and endeavouring to ſeduce the 
People to give them up. If abuſing a Court or a Miniſtry 
has drawn upon a Writer the Penalties of the Law, and if 


theſe Penalties have been inflicted with unrelenting Severity; 


what Penalties and what Indignation are not due to a 


Writer, who' libels the whole body of the Legiſlature, and 


would pervert the common Senſe of the People ? 
Nox is the Doctrine he has advanced more preſumptuous 


than the Arguments he has adduced are ill grounded. He 


goes their common way to work, and runs the Parallel be- 
tween Facts where Circumſtances are entirely different, and 
forms Concluſions that are falſe, even though Circumſtances 
were the fame. He appeals to the manner in which Navi- 
gation is carried on in the European Seas to juſtify the 

paniſh Pretences to their ſearching our Ships on the Ame- 
rican. Very ſyllogiſtical truly! We have a Right to 
ſearch the Spaniſb Ships on our Coaſts in Europe, to which 
2 general Trade with the Spaniards is allowed, with a Pro- 
hibition of particular Kinds of Commodities ; therefore, 
the Spaniards may ſearch in the fame manner on the Ame- 
rican Seas, where all Trade betwixt the two Nations is 
illicit, and all Commodities equally prohibited, Wt 


'n„n5)ů fois SE ear, Ab ot 


Confiſcation, not one Ship of fifty o 
And the Reaſon of this is plain; not only our own Aſſiento 
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I $H0ULD be glad to know what the Object of the 
Spaniſh Search is. Is it for Spaniſh Specie, or for Com- 
modities the Product of their Plantations ? It is notorious, 
that if our having on Board theſe is a juſt Reaſon for their 
f ours can-eſcape it. 


Trade, but the unavoidable Intercourſe by Land, betwixr 
the Subjects of Britain and Spain (which by the by is al- 
lowed by Treaty) occaſions a very great Affluence 
both of Spaniſh Commodities and Specie in the Britin 
Plantations, and our Merchants muſt take them from the 
Planters in exchange of their Commodities, or give up all 
Trade with our own Plantations © 1 

I come now to conſider two very extraordinary Argu- 
ments made uſe of by this Author in favour of the late 
Convention. Having'taken a general View of the Condu& 
of Cromwell and Queen Elizabeth with regard to Spain, 
he makes this Inference. 815 | g 

It is far otherwiſe now; Spain has no ſuch Fleets to 


be attacked, when. ſhe herſelf is attacked, and no longer 
_ © terrifies England with her Armada's and Invaſions : She 


can no more face or hurt us at Sea, than we can force 
her in her Ports and Garriſons at Land.” | 
Ir after Ages were to form a Judgment of the Princeſs 
and of the Uſurper, from their CharaQters as drawn by this 
Author, they could not miſs to pronounce the former to 


de a lucky Woman, and the latter a fortunate Madman. 
There is indeed no Queſtion but Fortune has a very great 


Share both in the Diſappointment and Succeſs of the beſt 
conducted Courage that ever was exerted, and the beſt 


formed Deſigns that ever were laid. But it is as undenia- 
ble, that the braveſt Man, and the wiſeſt Head, has the beſt 


Chance of ſucceeding ; and if we are to form a Judg- 
ment of the firſt Characters in Hiſtory, of Czfar for In- 
ſtance, we ſhall find that take them in Pieces in the fame 
manner this Author has done theſe two Characters, they 
will make but a very indifferent Figure. Cæſhgar was 
fortunate in having to do with the Gauls, a rude and diſ- 
orderly Multitude ; he was fortunate in having an Army 
of Veterans hardened in the Field, and devoted to him- 
ſelf ; he was fortunate in being driven to Deſpair by the 


Ambition of a powerful Rival; he was fortunate in forcin 


Pompey to leave Rome; in winning the Battle of Pharſalia ; 
in ſubduing Egypt; and he was fortunate in his Death : 
But to what was all this Fortune owing ? Was it not 


owing 


. owing to his deſerving it; was it not owing to a cool 
Head that projected, and à reſolute Courage that eſta- 
bliſhed his Greatneſs? Was not the Fortune of Crom- 
well owing” to the ſame Cauſes? And were not the Me- 
r.ts of Queen Elizabeth ſtill greater than her Fortune? 
Had ſhe fitted out Fleets for Show, and maintained Armies 
merely for a Parade, we cannot imagine that Providence 
——4 have interpoſed ſo ſignally in her Favour, nor that 
the repeated Invaſions of the Nation from Abroad, and the 
many Attempts of the Friends of a diſputed Title at Home, 
would have been always unſucceſsful. If Cromiuell was in 
a Condition to give Laws to the reſt of Eurape; if, as this 
Author ſays, he was ſupported by the Engliſb Power; the 
Reaſon was, becauſe he acted with an £ngli/b Spirit. He 
was under as many, nay, more Difficulties, both from the 
Temper. of the Nation, and the Situation of Foreign Af- 
fairs, as any Prince that has yet ſucceeded, or any Prince 
that ever ſhall ſucceed him can have. And there is no 
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| 10 Prince who acts with equal Reſolution, but may have it in 
9 his Power to raiſe the Reputation of England to an equal 
100% Degree of Greatneſs, The Fleet he employed was far in- 
; N I ferior to what England now pays; and the Land Forces he 
15 ſent Abroad much fewer in Number, than we could even 
l ih in this Time of Peace conveniently ſpare. As to Queen 
ik Elizabeth, the gteat Maxim of her Reign was, that ſhe 
| 4 ruled by no Party, therefore ſhe had no Occaſion to em- 
0 1 y the Arts of Corruption to attach her Subjects to her 
10 vice; a Maxim little known and ſeldom practiſed by 
Bi! 1 her Succeſſors. Thus, the general Senſe of the Nation 
1 was always the ſame with that of the Government, and 
16 the Oppolition to her Meaſures proceeded not from Diſſa- 
l tisfaction but from Diſaffection. The Crown of Spain, 


16 when ſhe came to the Throne, was aiming at no leſs than an 
I univerſal Monarchy, and its Power vaſtly ſuperior to what 
16 it has been ſince that Period. Therefore, it was no won- 
1 deer, if, according to this Author, the Friendſhip of Spain 
I was zealouly ſought by that celebrated Princeſs, and con- 
temptouſly denied her. Nor is there the leaft Reaſon for 
infinuating, that ſhe derived any Advantages from her Situ- 
ation, that may not be acquired by any Prince who fits on 
the Engliſb Throne, and ſhall act upon the ſame folid 
Principles. Ae hr egy 27th 
I CANNOT leave this Head, without taking Notice of 
one very odd Obſeryation of our Author: He ſays, © That 
| * Queen Hlizabeth dd bus chiefly guard her Coal and 
| | ; e | _* &ing- 


Ä 
Kingdom againſt the invading Fleets of Spain.“ If he 


1 
* had been as well acquainted with the Hiſtory of Queen Elixa- 
— betb, as one who undertakes to give the World the Character 

. of her Reign ought to be, be would have found that ſhe 

? | fometimes ated upon the offenſive as well as upon the de- 

S fenſive, and that too without burthening' her Peaple with 
e Taxes. For a Set of private Men acting by her Commit- 

t ſion, put about 14000 Land Forees on Board a Fleet of up- 
e | | wards of 100 Sail, and make a Deſcent upon the Coafts. of 
>, . Spain itſelf, where they indemnified themſelves very richly 
n E | for the Expences they had been at, by taking and plunder- 
is ing ſeveral of their Towns; and Libor itſelf, which then 
ec belonged: to the Crown of Spain, very narrowly eſcaped 
le falling into their Hands, m TY 

1E I I $H0vLD' not have dwelt ſo long onftheſe two Subjects, 
f- had not our Author induſtrioufly enlarged upon them, and 
ce endeavoured to defend the Conduct of his qwn "Patrons by 
AO detracting from their Merit, | | 

in 'F- sHALL now conſider two very extraordinary Argu- 
al ments advanced by this Author in defence of our pacifick 
n- Meaſures with Spain. The firſt is the prefent Weaknefs of 
he that Monarchy, which according to him is a good Reaſon, 
en why we ſhould not fall out with her. | Ton 


4 nave many Fimes heard that the Strength of an Ene- 
my was a good Reaſon for not provoking his Power; but it 
is wholly new, that the Weakneſs of an Enemy ſhould be a 
good Reafon for not chaſtiſing his Inſolence. Spain, fays 
he, no longer terrifies us with her Armada's and Invafions ; 
no, but ſhe beggars us with her Guarda Coſtas, ſhe bullies 
us with her Miniſters, and by theſe Means ſhe hurts our 
Frade, and wounds our Honour, more than it could be in 
her Power to do in à Time of declared War. Spain, 
© continues he, has no longer ſuch Fleets to be attacked as 
in the Days of Elizabeth :* No; but ſhe has more formid- 
able Armada's of Pyrates and Robbers ; ſhe has Settlements 
Abroad which we can feize; ſhe has Towns at Home 
which we can ruin; ſhe has Returns of Treaſure, which if 
we intercept at all Events and at all Hazards; we deprive 
her of all the Means of hurting us, and ſecure to outfelves 
che beſt Pledge for the Fidelity and Friendſhip of our com- 
men Allies. But her mighty and formidable Armada's, 
5 according to our Anthor, are now ſunk into a few Guar- 
da Coſtas, miſchievous indeed to 4 few unarmed trading 
Ships, but ſhrinking and hiding themſelves at the Sight of 
ou Ships of War. I ſhould be glad to know of * 
„ 8 u. 
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Author, erde Fault it is that our trading Ships are un- 
armed? I ſhould be glad to know of him, if upon the Foot- 
ing we have for theſe twenty Years been on with Spain, 
the Maſter of a Britiſp Veſſel, were ſhe never fo well arm- 
ed, and ſuperior in Force to the Guarda Coſta, would have 
N it adviſeable to have acted any otherwiſe than upon 
the defenſive, while the Guarda Cofta was at full Liberty to 
exerciſe: the moſt inveterate Cruelty upon him; nor can this 
Author or his Patrons give any Inſtance of one of our Ships 
of War, who was impowered to attack theſe Pyrates, or 
who durſt have ſeized them had they come in her ways 
Bor the moſt extraordinary Argument he has yet ad- 
vanced on this Head, is, when he came to conſider the o- 
ther Methods, by which we can annoy Spain: lt is ge- 
* nerally well underſtood, ſays he, by all but the Mob, that 
© ih ſeizing the Span; Plate-Eleet, we ſhould ſeize more of 
© the Property of other Nations, than that of Spain, and 
perhaps hurt Wrſelves very ſenſibly,” I ſuppoſe, the Word 
Mob bere is a ſynonymous Term for ſturdy Beggars; but, 
I cannot 1 how this Author or his Patrons ſhould 
underſtand this Affair better than they do; let us however 
take a View of the Conſequences of this Doctrine. Spain 
has inſulted, plundered, and mangled us for about theſe twen- 
ty Years, and we are to have no Reparation, becauſe if we 
Galt ſelze their Treaſures, we may ſeize Effects of ſome of 
aur Neighbours along with them. An Author, who rea- 
fons in this Manner, muſt entertain very ſtrange Notions 
with regard to the Intelligence of out Neighbours : does 
be imagine that they are ignorant of the Behaviour of Spain 
towards Britain? And if they are not, can he imagine, 
that they ſuppoſe us to be ſo contemptibly weak and cow- 
ardly, as never to call Spain to an Account for her Inſults ? 
FE ſhould be. very forry, if, from an Obſervation of our paſt 
Behaviour, they entertained any ſuch Notion ; and ſtill more 
ſorry if it were well grounded. But this Argument, if 
good for any Thing, proves that there never can be a Time 
proper for Britain to break with Spain, be her Provocation 
ever ſo great; becauſe there never can be a Time when o- 
ther Nations have not a large Property in theſe Ships. But 
then we are to conſider that this Trade betwixt the Spani/ſb 
Weſt Indies, and the Powers of Europe is abſolutely proki- 
bited by Treaty; ſo that if we were to ſeize the Plate-Fleet, 
we ſeize nothing but what either belongs to Spain, or is 
conſigned to Spaniſh; Factors. Therefore no Power in Eu- 


 Tope could reclaim one Shilling's- worth of theſe Effects out | 
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AT. 
of our Hands, becauſe that Power's very reclaiming them is 
an Acknowledgment of its being concerned in an illicit 
Trade. For this Reaſon, the ſeizing her Plate-Fleet, has 
always be looked upon as the moſt proper way to bring 
Spain to Reaſon, upon a double Account. Firſt, as by 
ſeizing her Treaſures, we thereby deprive her of the Means 
of carrying on a War againft us; and in the next Place, 
as we are Maſters at Sea, we intereſt the other Powers of 
Europe, who will do all they can to procure us Satisfaction, 
rather than hazard their Properties on Board that Fleet fall- 
ing into our Hands. As to our hurting ourſelves by ſuch 
a Meaſure, I believe the Merchants of England know. their 
own Intereſts much better than to promote any Meaſures 
that can be detrimental to themſelves; and I dare ſay there 
could not be. found five Merchants of any Character in Eng- 
land, trading that way, who, if they had a Voice in the Af- 
fair, would not willingly come into the Reſolution of our 
attacking the Spaniſb Plate-Fleet at this Juncture. 

Tuis Writer next falls foul of the Author of Conſidera- 
tions, who ſays, that the Trade to our own Plantations 
© is ingroſſed by ourſelves; and other Nations are excluded. 
© — And we carry it on under ſuch Regulations as are moſt 
© for our own. Advantage.” Our Author here obſerves, 
«© that he has not convinced us, why the Spaniards ſhould 
* not engroſs to themſelves the Trade of their own Colo- 
< nies, why they ſhould not regulate their own Trade and 
< Navigation to their own beſt Advantage,” Who hinders 
them to take all the Precautions poſſible for making the moſt 
they can of their American Settlements, provided they keep 

within the Bounds preſcribed by Treaties, and the Law of 
Nations? But while they do that, there is no Reaſon why 
they ſhould pretend to regulate the Trade of their Neigh- 
bours likewiſe. They are not to make their Guarda Coſta's 
Judges of the Courſe a Britiſb Veſlel ought to hold, and 
arbitrarily ſeize and confiſcate them, if ſhe ſhall depart from 
the Courſe they ſhall preſcribe. But it is an odd Obſerva- 
tion of the Author's, that the Confiderations have not con- 
vinced us, why the Spaniards ſhould not engroſs to them-" 
ſelves the Trade, of their own Colonies. This they can 
never do as long as the Aſſiento Contract ſubſiſts, tho they 
take all the Meaſures poſſible, for rendering it not only in- 
effectual, but prejudicial to the Nation. As to his Quibble 

upon engroſſing the Trade to our own Colonies, it is not 
worth while to take Notice of it, any farther than by ob- 
ſerving that the Miſdemeanors of private Perſons, er 
1 ; | t ing 


r to do with the Intention of a whole People. It cer - 
tainly was the Intention of our Laws, that we fhould en- 
groſs all the Trade of our American Settlements to ourſelves; 
and if this Intention is fruſtrated by the illicit Practices of 
private Perſons, it ſays no more in the preſent Caſe than if 
one ſhould maintain, that becauſe there is à great deal of 
Brandy and: Fea ſmuggled upon the Coaſt of England, there- 
fore the Government does not engrofs- all the Excife upon 
theſe two! Commodities to itſelf, But this Author ought to 
know, that there is a great Difference betwixt trading and 
ſmuggling; and when we ſpeak of the Trade to our own 
Planitatiotisy it is always underſtood to be that Trade which 
Authorized and protected by Law; and in this Senſe there 
is not the Raſt doubt but we do engroſs it to ourſelves. 
Hx is next very atigty that the Author of the Conſidera- 
trons fhould call our Plantations the Nurſery of our Sea - 
men, and contends that the Coal Trade alone ought to de- 
ferve that Name. It is really diverting, and acting at 
the ſume time, to ſee the Proſtitute of a Miniſter, to ſerve 
his Patron's Cauſe, contradicting the common Senſe of Man- 
kind, and making Bluriders that every common Tar would 
be afhamed' of, If he would aſk one of them, he would in- 
ferm bim, that there is as great a Difference betwixt a Sea- 
man and a Sailer, as betwixt an Officer and a private Cen- 
tige; every Seaman, indeed, ought to be a Sailor, but every 
Sailor is not a Seaman; The Coal Trade is, indeed, the 
Nurſery of the latter, but a Seamen is never Tooked upon as 
dubyqualified, kill he has made a Voyage either to the Eaſt- 
r TR ö 
As te what he aſſerts about Logwood, Cocoa Nuts, and 
Pieces of Eight; it is ſufficient to ſay, that the Log wood is 
not the Growth of our own Settlements, yet it is the Pro- 
duct of a Settlement in which we have an undoubted Right, 
and whieh never yet was given up by the Crown of Britain. 
to any other Power. Then as to Cocoa Nuts and Pieces 
of Bipht; bur Author allows that we have the former in our 
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own-Phntations; and it is evident that not only the Aﬀi- 
ente T rate, But the daily Intercburſe by Land, betwixt 
ou?” Colonies and the Sri Settlements, neceſſarily intro- 
duces great Quantities of that Specie amongſt the Britiſop 
yy - Which they ate obliged to diſpoſe of to Merchants 
and Maſters of Veſſels trading to Brithin; therefore if ha- 
ving Pieces 6f Eight on Board, is # juſt Ground of corifiſ- 
cating am Bnghp Veſſel, it is almoſt impoſſible for any be- 
twik t Amer eu and Bri +ttin to eſcape. Ape. T 81721 
Ne | 
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Ov Author next becomes an Advocate for Spaniſb Juſ- 
tice, and aſks what the Writer of the Conſiderations thinks 
of our trying Spaniards ? Really, if we proceed in the ſame 
Method againſt Spaniards, as Spaniards proceed againſt Eng- 
liſomen, every honeſt Man will think very ill of it. For how 
can that be called a Trial where the Judges have nothing to. 
do but to decide, and where the Perſon tried is not only de- 
prived of all Acceſs to Counſel, but even of the Liberty of 
bringing his own Papers as Vouchers of his Conduct? Or 
how can that be called a Trial, when the Judges have an 
immediate Intereſt in giving it againſt the weakeſt Party ? 
There are I know different Forms of Juſtice peculiar to 
each Country, but then theſe Forms never affect Juſtice it · 
ſelf, nor break in upon the firſt Principles of Equity; o- 
therwiſe it is eſtabliſhing Iniquity by Law, and becomes the 
juſt Obects of a national Reſentment. | 
THe other Particulars of this Author's Pamphlet, have 
J hope been fully anſwered by the general Marks I have al- 
ready laid down; I ſhall only repeat, that tho? this Author 
ſhould bring five thouſand Inftances of Barbarities and Rob- 
beries committed by Engliſhmen upon Spaniards, none of 
them can be to his Purpose, unleſs he could prove, that the 
Authors were commiſſioned and protected by our Govern- 
ment; and tho' he ſhould bring daily Inſtances of the 
Right which our Ships have to ſearch thoſe of other Na- 
tions on the Engliſb Coaſts, they prove nothing, unleſs he 
can make it appear that all Trade betwixt Great Britain 
and Spain is as much prohibited, as all Trade tetwixt Great 
Britain and the Spaniſb Settlements in America. | 
THERE is however one Obſervation of this Author, 
which may deſerve Notice; which is, that he is very angry 
with the Writer of* the Confiderations, for aſſerting © that 
all Nations trading to America, have an equal Intereſt 
and common Cauſe with England, if ſhe engaged in a 
© War with Spain.” This Aſſertion would certainly be 
falſe, if the War were undertaken on Account of any par- 
ticular Rights or Poſſeſſions which England claims: But as 
the Ground of a War with Spain, at this Juncture, is a Right 
which all Nations trading to America claim in common, 
and without which they cannot carry on their Navigation 
there; the Aſſertion is undeniably juſt, becauſe there is no- 
thing that affects us at preſent, but what may equally affect 
them in time to come,  —_ | | 
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this Convention is founded. The Advocates for our pre- 


Judges of what is fitting for Government to do, and why 


Meaſure of Juſtice is the abſolute Will of a King, or what 


truly, 


free Governments, the Safety of the People. A free Peo- 


People, the preſent happy Eſtabliſnment upon the Revolu- 


„ 11\\- Sg 
I-sHALL now take the Liberty to examine one Poſition, 
upon which moſt that is either ſaid, or wrote in defence of 


ſent Meaſures ſay, why ſhould the People pretend to be 


ſhould our Merchants interpoſe in an Affair that has alrea- 
dy been ſettled betwixt the King of Spain and the Crown 
of Britain? This is an extreme good Argument, when the 


is the ſame Thing, of a Miniſter ; but a very bad one in a 
Country where the eftabliſhed Government is founded on a 
Principle, that the Prince in his political Capacity ought 
to exert no Will, but what tends to promote the Good of 
the Subject. The. Author I have been anſwering ſays very 

[Liberty is bounded by Law; but then that Law is, 
or ought to be, the Law that ſecures the Property of the Sub- 
jet, beyond the Power of being affected by the Will, or 
the Caprice of any Monarch, or any Minifter whatſoever; 
it is a Law that the People of England have always under- 
flood to be ſubſervient to the great Law which founds all 


ple always will make themſelves Judges of what Meaſures 
are taken to ſtrengthen or weaken: this great Law; and it is 
fit they ſhould, otherwiſe ng Meaſure, however tyrannical, 
no Practice however corrupt, could be warrantably oppoſ- 
ed, if they are countenanced by Government; and that both 
tyrannical Meaſures and corrupt Practices have been-illegally 
countenanced by Government, and legally oppoſed by the 


tion footing is an Inſtance. Therefore, any Man who ad- 
vances, that becauſe Government is for a Meaſure, there- 
fore the People of Britain ought not oppoſe that Meaſure, 
tho' that Meaſure oppoſes all the Rules of common Senſe, 
by which a People judge how far the great and the primary 
Law of Self- Preſer vation is affected: I ſay, any Man who 
advances that, is ignorant of the firſt Principles of Liberty, 
and ought to be deemed a Traitor to all the Intereſts and 
Government of a free People; he ought more particularly 
to be held ſo by all loyal Subjects in Britain, becauſe had it 
not been for this Principle, we had not at this Day poſſeſſed 
the Shadow of Liberty. | MS 
Bur having ſaid all this, I am as far from thinking that 
the People of England ought: to bring their Complaints be- 
fore their Repreſentatives againſt their Government, in a 
Fe” | N | tumultuous 
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tumultuous, or an indecent Manner ; as I am from think- 


ing, that any Application the People has made on this Occa- 


fron for Redreſs of paſt Grievances, or Prevention of futur, 
has been either tumultuous or indecent. - They ought to 
keep within the Decency, without which no Power can. 


| have Authority, and no Government can claim Reſpect. 


But it is ridiculous to ſay, that either Authority or Reſpect 
will wait upon a Power or Government, that does not 
leave to the People the Exerciſe, and the proper Weight 
too, of thole very Rights that make them fre. 
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WHETHER 


WAR; or no Was, with SPAIN, 


Impartially Conſider'd, in Defence of the pre- 


' ſent Meaſures, &c. 


* 


E Endeavours that have been uſed to inflame the 
So) People into an high Diflike of the preſent Mea- 
Þ ſures,” are. fo. flagrant, are fo full of an incendi- 

ary Spirit, have ſo manifeſt a Tendency to Se- 
dition and Rebellion, and are in every View fo 
very criminal, and fo big with Michief, that an honeft 
Man, who means nothing but the publick Good, the Ho- 
nour of the King, and the Intereſt of his Country, can't 
think of them without the greateſt Indignation. This has 
induced me to enter impartially into a particular Diſcuſſion 
of the preſent Meaſures, to undeceive thoſe who are deſi- 
rous of the beſt Information they can get, in Matters relating 
to the Publick, and to recover the Well-meaning from the 


Infatuation great Numbers have been deluded into. Tis to 


theſe I write, not to thoſe who have been their Deladers ; 
that, I'm ſenſible, would be a vain Attempt : Nor to thoſe 
in the Oppoſition who are of ſuperior Rank ; they need no 
Conviction, their Experience and Knowledge in Buſineſs, 
enables them to make a true Judgment of Affairs, and they, 


am ſure, are in their real Sentiments with me, whatever 


they may pretend, or however, for Reaſons known to them- 
ſelves, I may, I think ſay, now known to every Body elſe, 
they may act a counter Part, and ſeem mighty — a 

War, 
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War, unleſs ſuch Terms can be. obtained of Spain, as they 
are from all paſt Experience fully aſſured never can. To 


theſe, therefore, I do not write, but to Men of lower 
Rank, to the Body of the People, eee . to the Peo- 
ple of this City, and more eſpecially the mercantile Part, 
as thoſe who are more particularly intereſted in the preſent 
Queſtion, whether War, or no War, with Spain, in the 
preſent Situation of Affairs. It is no Reflection on Perſons 
of this Rank and Character, to ſuppoſe they are not of 
themſelves well qualified to judge of Affairs of State, of 
Peace and War, of Treaties and Alliances with foreign 
Powers, and, conſequently, what is moſt prudent and ad- 
viſeable, moſt for the Honour of the Crown, and Intereſt 
of the Nation, in Matters of this high Nature; it is no 
Reflection, I ſay, upon the Underſtandings of ſuch Perſons, 
to ſuppoſe them incompetent Judges in theſe Affairs, and 
that therefore they are liable to be impoſed on by the Miſ- 
repreſentations of falſe Patriots, and work'd up into a Heat 
againſt their Governors for not purſuing ſuch Meaſures, as, 
if purſued, would very probably end in the Ruin of thoſe 
very Intereſts, for the ſake of which they have been worked 
up into ſo great a Heat, as if they were going to be betrayed, 
given up, and loſt, by thoſe who are their trueſt Friends, 
and are fteadily purſuing the wiſeſt and ſafeſt Counſels for 
the Defence and Preſervation of them. To theſe then I 
addreſs, and for their Information, that they may be able to 
form a true Judgment of Things, and know who are their 
real Friends, and who only pretended ones; who mean in 
earneſt the Good of the Nation, and who mean nothing but 
themſelves ; I will, as briefly, and yet as clearly as I can, 
lead them into a true View of the preſent Meaſures. 

THe Points I ſhall conſider are theſe two: 

FIRST, Whether the Advice of the two Houſes of Par- 
liament to the Crown was right. - And, next,. whether the 
Miniſters have acted in Purſuance of, and Conformity to 
this Advice. | | | | 

TB EAdvice of the Parliament was, that his Majeſty would 
uſe his Endeavours with the King of Spain to obtain effectual 
Relief for his injured Subjects; that is, in other Words, to 
procure Satisfaction to our Merchants, and Security for the 
future for the Trade and Navigation of his Subjects in the 
American Seas, to which we have an undoubted Right by 
Treaty, and the Law of Nations ; and that if his Majeſty 
ſhall not be able to obtain, from the Equity and Friendſhip 
of the King of Spain, ſuch GO as may be real 

3 , 


(3) | 

bly expected from a faithful and good Ally, they will 
effectually ſupport his Majeſty in fuch Meaſures as fhall be 
found neceſſar rx. „3% 08 1 
Tuils is the Subſtance of the Senſe of the Houſes upon 
this Subject: They adviſe, firſt, to try in a friendly Way 
to obtain Juſtice to our injured Merchants, and Security for 
the Time to come; theſe are the two Points propoſed to be 
obtained, firſt, if poſſible, in an amicable Way, Satisfaction 
and Security. | W 
THE Queſtion then is, was this right, or not ?- And 
here ſure I may be allowed to ſay it was right Advice, be- 
cauſe it was the Advice of Parliament; this all reaſonable 

Men muſt allow, is a ſtrong Preſumption in favour . of the 
Advice they gave. Miſerable are the People, if they can 
once be perſuaded they are not fafe in the Hands of their 
own Repreſentatives! This is ſo monſtrous a Suppoſition, 
that I ſhall ſpend no Words to ſhew the Abſurdity of it, in 
a Caſe where Reaſon and Experience are againft them, in 
all quiet Times, when the Nation was not univerſally in an 
unnatural Ferment and Rage. Even in the Reigns pre- 
ceding the Revolution, as corrupt as the'Courts'then were, 
and as deſirous as Members might be of the Favours of 
thoſe Courts, they never could be prevailed on to go into 
Meaſures contrary to the Intereſt of their Country, when 
they ſaw their Tendency, and were not impoſed on firſt 
themſelves. It is then a moſt' reaſonable Prejudice in favour 
of the Advice given by Parliament, that it was theirs, upon 
full Examination into Matters, and after mature Delibera- 
tion. But their Advice, as I have faid, was to proceed by 
way of Treaty firſt, and not immediately to plunge the 
Nation into a War, if Redreſs of Grievances could be had 
without it. But not to retrench myſelf under the mere 
Authority of Parliament, and reſt in Prejudices, in favour 
of it, however reaſonable, let us enter into the Merits of 
the Cauſe, and conſider diſtinctly whether this really was 

Tight Advice, or not. To judge of this, we muſt take 
this along with us, that the Event of War in general is 
always uncertain; and if fo, we muſt conſider not only 
what might be the Conſequence of a ſucceſsful War, wit 
which we are very apt to flatter ourſelves ; but likewiſe 
what would be the probable Hue of an unſucceſsful_one. 
Fighting pitched Battles in the Field, or engaging in a great 
Fight at Sea, are very different Things from Battels fought 
over a Diſh of Tea, or a Glaſs of Wine, as all know who 
are in the leaſt acquainted with Hiſtory, or can a" 
| 7 bs oniy 
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Gais . 
only the Wars ourſelves have been engaged in ſince the Re- 
volution. This, then, is the firſt Thing to be conſidered, a 

- the Uncertainty of War, when once begun. . 

NExr, we ſhould conhider, that War is particularly diſ- 
advantageous to a trading Nation; and of all Wars, a 
War with Spain is moſt ſo to the Britz/h Nation, as it de- 
prives us of our moſt valuable Commerce, as our Trade 
with Spain is by all conſeſſed to be. How much the Mer- 
chants. would ſuffer by it, no body wants to be told; but 
what ſo much hurts the Merchants, is not leſs prejudicial to 
the Publick, ſince Trade is the great Source of our Re- 
venues, without which it is impotkble to make War with 
Succeſs, tho! all Things elſe were favourable, and promiſed 
well. VV 51 | * 
Bor, ferther, a War is more than ordinarily diſadvan- 
tageous at preſent, conſidering the Situation of Affairs in 
Europe, and that of our natural Allies. For the Emperor | 
has. work more than enough upon his Hands, however de- 3 
ſirous he might be to aſſiſt us; and if the preſent War he is 
engaged in were at an end, this War, and the laſt, have ſo 
exhauſted his Finances, that all the Aſſiſtance he could give 
us, muſt needs amount to a very little; and if we can't find 
the Money, it is in vain, if he, or the Princes of the Em- 
pire, could find Men for us. And as for Holland, I pre- 
ſume, no body expects in the preſent Situation of Affairs, 
much help from them; it is eaſy to ſee they are in no Diſ- 
poſition to join in War; they ſtill feel the Expence they 
were at in the laſt, and remember how they were betrayed 
at laſt by the Ally from whom they leaſt expected it. This 
made them, when the late War was breaking out between 
France and the Emperor, agree to a Neutrality for the Lou 
Countries, that they might not be dragged into a War 
againſt their Wills, and which they knew they could ſo very 
ill bear. This makes them, under the ill Uſage they have 
received from the Spaniards in the Maſt Indies (for they have 
their Share, we are not the only Sutterers) this, I ſay, has 
made them decline all hoſtile Meaſures, and the endeavour- 
ing to do themſelves right by the way of Arms, and to 
content themſelves with trying what Redreſs can be obtained 
by fair Means in the Way of Treaty. But if they will 
not purſue forcible Methods in deſence of their own Rights, 
can we expect they will go into a War to defend ours? If 
therefore we go into a War, we go alone, and without the 
Aſſiſtance of our Allies; for theſe are the only two of any x 
Conſequence, As to the Northern Crowns, France has 
5 | P 4 | already * 
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already bought one, by large annual Subſidies, and is in 
Treaty with the other. And if it were not ſo, what is it 
we could expect from them, but to be furniſhed with Men, 
if we can find Money UAE acted d 
Bur is it ſo with Spain? Are they without Allies allo ? 
Are we ſure France will not aſſiſt Spain, when a Branch of 
the Houſe of Bourbon is upon the Spaniſh Throne? Was not 
the ſtrong Apprehenſion that we and all Europe had of this, 
the great Reaſon of. the Grand Alliance, to prevent the 
Union of theſe two Crowns in one and the ſame Family? 
And has any Thing happened fince to leflen theſe Appre- 
henſions, or to ſhew they were ill founded? Is not a double 
Match between the two Crowns every Day talked of as a 
Thing done? And is it any extraordinary Suppoſition, to 
ſuppoſe ſuch Matches would be attended with an offenſive 
and defenſive Alliance, if there be not one already? Would 
not France be glad of an Opportunity to reconcite itſelf to 
the Court of Spain, and make it ſome amends for the 
Chagrin they have given it by: their late Treaty with the 
Emperor? And for IE to themſelves Lorain, at 
the Expence of Tuſcany, and the other Italian Dominions, 


which thereby are given away from Spain? Suppoſe then 


we could in other Reſpects make war with Spain upon an 
equal Foot, are we alone a Match for France and Spain 
both? They that think ſo, ſhew themſelves to be extremely 
ignorant in the Hiſtory of the two great Wars we have been 
engaged in ſince the Revolution. Fs it not then highly rea- 
ſonable, is it not abſolutely neceſſary we ſhould be ſure, 
France won't take Part againſt us, before we enter into a 
War with Spain? But that is what we are ſo far from being 
ſure of, that, I think, I may fay, we are morally ſure of 
the contrary, from a Conſideration of the mutual Intereſts 
of the two Crowns, which is the only firm Cement in all 


- Alliances : It was not for nothing, it was not for a mere 
Point of Honour, it was to promote the laſting Intereſts of 


* 


France, that they were at fo vaſt an Expence to ſettle Philip 

on the Throne of Spain. 15 
BuT ſome People will fancy, or, at leaſt, pretend to 
think, that France will not engage in a new War, at leaſt 
while the Cardinal lives. 5 8 
Bu r, firſt, what Aſſurance have they of this? This 
Opinion may prove to be a fatal Miſtake to us, as it has 
already done to the Emperor. It was the ſtrong Perſuaſion 
the Imperial Court had of the Cardinal's pacifick Temper, 
and that nothing could bring him into a War, that _ 
{ | ; : nem 


6 


6029 


them venture to give France the Provocation they did in 


Oppoſition to Staniſſaus, the Father of the French Queen; 
and that at a time when the Emperor was in no Condition 
to defend himſelf againſt France and its Allies, in any one 
Part of his Dominions, neither in Germany nor Tah. 
They thought themſelves ſure that they might do what they 
would in the Poliſh Affairs, and that nothing could rouze the 

cifick Cardinal into a Reſentment of it, ſo as to adviſe a 
War. But they ſoon found themſelves miſtaken, and paid 
dearly for-it ; either the Cardinal's Temper was not ſo paci- 
fick as they had imagined, or it was over-ruled by the 
Counſels of the other Miniſters. - And what Security have 
we, it will not be ſo again, if we ſhould attack the Crown 
of Spain ? The contrary is from Reaſons of State infinitely 
more probable. | | | | 4 

Bur for Argument ſake, we will ſuppoſe the Cardinal 


is as pacifick as they would have him ; and that by his great 


Influence he can over-rule all Counſels for contrary Mea- 
ſures, I would aſk, how long is the Cardinal to live? Is it 
not almoſt a Miracle that he is now alive? Has he not had, 
within a few Months, ſuch ſevere Attacks, and ſuch Re- 
turns of them, as make it impoſſible, that at his great Age, 


he ſhould be able to hold out much longer? And is any one 


who knows any thing of foreign Aﬀairs, ſo little acquainted 
with the Spirit of the French Court at this time, as not to 
know, that when he dies, theſe pacifick Meaſures may die 


with him? But I will again, in compliment to thoſe I am 
_ arguing with, ſuppoſe, it will not be ſo; that France, as 


well as the reſt of Europe, will look on, and leave England 
and Spain, like two ſingle Combatants, to ſtand alone, and 
fight it out between themſelves. 

LET it then be reſolved, at all Adventures, to go into 
War with Spain; I would humbly aſk, where it ſhall be 
made, by Land or Sea? Not by Land 3 1 take for granted 
no body means that on our Part. We have been taught to 


have a thorough diſlike of conſuming Land Wars; nor in- 


deed is it at all practicable with regard to our making war 
on Spain. For to do this, we muſt have a good Land Army, 
which will require an infinite Number of Tranſports; a 
thing not to be had but at a vaſt Expence, and which, if 
catched in a Storm, would in great part probably be loſt, 
or at leaſt ſo ſhattered and diſperſed, as utterly to defeat, for 
that time, the intended Expedition. Beſides this, we muſt 
have a good Body of Horſe, a thing not poſſible to be car- 
ried by Sea to ſuch a Diſtance; the Bay of Biſcay * 
a : a OOn 


(/218-), 


ſoon: deſtroy. them all, ar render them unkt for Service. 
Then where have we a Port to land our Forces at, what 
Place of Arms? where our Magazines for the Subſiſtence 
of our Troops? where a ſufficient Quantity of Ammuni- 
tion and Artillery to undertake a Seige? And if we had 
them all, what Place ſhall be attacked? Shall it be Cadiz ? 
Can we take it by Surprize ? If not, ſhall we not find it in 
a good Condition of Defence at Land, and impoſſible to be 
attacked by Sea? Have we forgot the Duke of Ormond's 
Expedition againſt Cadia in the Beginning of the laſt War? 
_ The Succeſs of which depended wholly on the Hopes of a 
Surprize, but which the Execution of that Deſign rendered 
impoſſible, and the whole proved a moſt ridiculous Affair, 
and would have proved a very unhappy one, had they not, 
by great good Fortune, in their Return, fallen in with the 
Galleons at Vigo; without which, all the Glory they had 
brought home, to anſwer the Expence of the Expedition, 
had. been the infamous plundering of Port Sz. Mary. In ſhort, 
y Thing neceſſary to make a ſucceſsful Land 
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we want every 
War with Spann of bi hy ot „ Bord acn 
A Land War, therefore, I prefume, is what no body 
thinks of on the Part of England againit Spain. But is it 
clear it will be ſo on the Part of Spain? May not they at- 
_ - tempt. a Land War upon us? Have we forgot the Vear 
1719. when, by the vigorous and unexpected Efforts of 
7 a Spaniſh Squadron with Tranſports, and a Body 
of Foo Men, were almoſt upon our Coaſt in favour of the 
Pretender, before our Court knew they had left their o.] n 
Ports? Have we forgot the Conſternation the Nation was 
then in, when the late King communicated to his Parlia- 
ment, the Intelligence he had received; at which very time 
the Spaniards had probably been landed in Scotland (and 
ſame actually did land) had not a Storm providentially diſ- 
perſed their Fleet in the critical Minute, when they were 
almoſt in Sight of us, and thereby obliged their ſnattered 
Ships to return re eee to their own Coaſts. Well then, 
Spain may make War upon us by Land, and engage us in 
the worſt of Wars, a War among ourſelves. in Support of 
the Pretender. But if we make War, it is allowed it muſt 
be by Sea. But I would aſk how, and where? Where ſhall 
we. Yarn In Europe, or the Weſt Indies? Say in Europe: 
What is it we propoſe to do? Do we propoſe to fight the 
Royal Navy of Spain, in a fair Engagement, and thereby 
give a deciſive Stroke? We may intend it, but Spain begs 
to be excuſed; ſhe knows our Strength, and her own. 
4 not . Weakneſs 
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Weakneſs too well, to put the Event. of a War with, us 
upon ſuch a foot; they will not be at the Expence of fit- 
ting out a Fleet to cope with us in a fair Sea- Fight; and if 


they would, I mdch queſtion if they cculd ; they might build 


Ships, but I hope and believe they could not ſufficiently man 
them; they therefore will ſave the Expence, and ſo far will 
let us ride Maſters of the Sea. But tho' Spain do not come 
into the Ocean with a great Fleet, will they be idle all the 
while? Will they leave the Ocean quietly to us? See 
what they did in the Vears 1718 and 1719, and from 
thence learn what they will do again: They will make a 


. pyratical War upon us, and infeſt all the Coaſt ſrom Bayone 


to Cadiz with Privateers of their own, and of. other Na- 
tions under Spaniſh Colours; they will ſwarm about the 
Mouth of the Tagus, and the Port of Liſbon; and nothing 
will be able to paſs from hence to Liſbon, or the Mediter- 


ranean, or from the Mediterranean and Liſbon hither 3 but 
there will be great Danger of its falling into thoſe. Hands? 


This is of all ways of making War with Spain the moſt un- 
qual, becauſe” that Part of the Seas is always full of our 
. Ships, of which, conſequently, we may loſe great 
Numbers, as in fact we have formerly. But what Repri- 
fals can we make? In Europe none, or next to none. For 
their Trade in the European Seas is ſo little, that there is no 
room for Repriſals, no proportion of Commerce between 
the two Nations. Were we as ſucceſsful in- Captures as 


heart could wiſh, we ſhould, upon an even Lay, loſe forty 


Ships before we could take one. Beſides that, the Nation is 
not a jot the richer for what we ſhould take, but we ſhould 
be the poorer for every Ship we loſe. Becauſe what was 


taken would be the Perquiſite of the Captors, and none 


of it would come into the publick. Treaſury. And yet this 
is all our Fleet could do; it might preſerve Gibralter in cafe 
of a Seige, and in ſome little degree, hut at a prodigious Ex- 
pence, protect our Trade, But what could it do more? 
* Lis impoſſible, without a conſiderable Land Force to take 


any Place of Conſequence, as I have before obſerved ; and 


if we could, what ſhould we do with it? Two or three ſuch 
Acquiſitions as Gibralter, would be the ſplendid but certain 


Ruin of us. But could we do nothing? Yes, we might 


ravage and burn their Coaſt, and make a Number of poor 
People in the open Country very miſerable : But what good 
would this do? Would it make the Merchant any amends 
for his great Loſſes? Would it enable England to carry on 
a ſucceſsful War, contribute any thing towards . good 

| eace? 
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we had not much better have ſtaid at Home, he Com- 
mander, indeed, would have loſt the Glory of that Expe 
dition, but the Nation would have ſaved the Money, and 


by carrying the War into the Jeff Indies. What is it we 


if I am rightly informed, is as well fortified as Cadiz. 


(220) 
Peace ? Certainly not. Beſides, I would aſk what the Ex- 
nce of ſuch Bombardments is? Let the Expence of 
ord C————' Expedition to Vigo in 1719, be com- 
puted, and compared with the Damage we did the Spani- 
ards there, and then tell me what we gained by it, or if 


that no ſmall Sum. b 
Lr us now ſee, if the Matter would be at all mended 


could do there? Could we get any Settlement there from 
the Spaniards? And if we could, do we defire it? I don't 
know'we do; but if we did, it is forbidden Fruit ; this 
can't be done without a Land Force; and the Havannah, 


But we may take their Galleons, or hinder them from 
coming to Europe, which is next to taking them. Let us 
then confider each of theſe. - . Ne 

FIRST, How ſhall we take them? If we fit out a large 
Squadron to ſend into theſe Seas, can it be kept a Secret in 
a Nation where nothing can be done without Conſent of 
Parliament? And where by the Liberty of the Preſs every 
thing is made publick? Have not all the Foreign Miniſters 
Admittance to hear our Debates in Parliament? Does not 
Geraldino, or his Agents, know every Word that is ſaid in 
either of the Houſes of Parliament? How then can any 
Preparation for War be a Secret? But if Spain knew it, is 
_—_ body fo ignorant as not to know, that the Spaniard can 
difpatch a light clean Frigate or two to the Weſt Indies, in 
half the time we can ſend a Squadron thither? And if fo, 
what will be the Conſequence ? Undoubtedly this; that if 
the Galleons' were loaded, they will immediately be un- 
loaded; or if not already loaded, the Loading will be put 
off to a more convenient Time, and when it can be done 
with Safety; ſo that all we can in ſuch Caſe hape for is, that 
we may poſſibly burn the Hulks: A mighty Buſineſs, and 
well worth all the Expence'we muſt have been at to do it; 
and even that may not be in our Power, they may be drawn 
up into fo ſecure Ports, or into ſo ſhallow a Water, that 
our Ships of War can't come within the reach of them ; 
tis therefore a wild and chimerical Project, to fit out a 
great Squadron with the ſole Proſpect of taking the Galleons 
with their rich Lading on Board them, mew : 


C 


told, that two Parts in three, or at leaſt one ha 


E —- 

Bor if we can't take em, yet we may hinder their 
Return to Europe, and that would greatly diſtreſs the Spa- 
niards; and ſo certainly it would, if their Return could 
be hindered for any long time. But how is that to be done? 
Why, by lying a long time in ſome convenient Station to 
intercept them, againſt they ſhall come out. But where is 
that? At the Baſtimentos? Have we forgot the Outcries 
and Clamours on the account of a Squadron lying there in 
the Year 1726, as if our Men and Ships were ruined by it? 
And can thoſe Gentlemen who were then ſo loud on that Oc- 
caſion, and who are now ſo eager for a War, tell us where 
a Squadron may be ſtationed with better Succeſs? If they 


can't, all we ſhall ag this way, will be to incommode 


the Spaniards by a Delay of their Veſt India Treaſures for 
ſome ſhort Time, with a thouſand Times more Damage to 
ourſelves, What is it then we can expect froma War in 
thoſe Parts, if we can neither make ourſelves Maſters of a 

of their Settlements, nor of the "Treaſure they bring from 
them? Two or three Men of War plying in thoſe Seas, 
may chance to get now and then a rich Prize; but tis a 
much greater Chance they will not. A Squadron, tis I 
think evident, cannot, becauſe the Spaniards can't fail of 
Notice, and having notice, will be upon their Guard. But 


admit *twere thus, that we could have the good Fortune to 


take a rich Fleet coming from the We Indies, whole 
Riches are they laden with ? - Does any / want to be 

5 a f of that great 
Treaſure belongs to the French; the Remainder to the Ex- 
ghſh, Dutch, Italians, and Spaniards; and that the Share of 
the Spaniards does not exceed a tenth Part: And can it be 
imagined that other Nations, and above all the French, 
the moſt concerned, and the moſt powerful of all, would 
bear that their Properties on Board theſe Veſſels, when to 
ſo great Value, ſhall become a Prey to England? But 
might we not fave their Shares for them, and confiſcate on- 


| by the proper Goods and Riches of the Spaniards ? To talk 
t 


us, is talking like Children. This ſuppoſes ſuch Care, 
and Virtue, and Self-denial in Seamen, and ſuch a Com- 
plaiſance towards us, and ſuch an Indifference in the French 
and other Nations for their own Properties, as is not to be 
expected.” The Treaſure will be embezzled ; and if it were 


not, it would be impoſſible to perſuade the Parties conern- 


ed, that no Injury was done them; and their reſpective 


Shares, after all, could not without the greateſt Difficulty 


be aſcertained, 
SUPPOSE 


enn 
SUPPOSE us now for one Vear to have made War with 
no better Succeſs, or to no better Effect, than I have here 
repreſented. what ſhall we do the next? Shall we have 
any Stomach. to go on another Year ? Is there any better 
Proſpect of Succeſs? Shall we have any new Reſources to 
carry on the War with more Vigour? Whence muſt they 
come? A great Expence has been incurred, the Mer- 
chants have ſuffer d extremely, by many Captures, by 
high Inſurances, and the Expence for Convoys; the 
Revenue in the mean time is greatly leſſen'd, the Intereſt 
on Loans riſes, and the Expence of the War is in every 
Article by that means increas'd, while our Abilities every 
Day grow leſs; and there is not the leaſt Proſpect of cat ry- 
ing on the War a ſecond Vear with more Advantage than 
the firſt. | Certainly, when zwe have for two or three Years 
made ſuch a War as this, we ſhall all unite in moſt heartily 
withing for a Peace. But what a Peace can we expect, 
when we have ſhnewin Spain how little we have been able to 
hurt them, and how greatly We have hurt ourſelves ? Will 
they reimburſe us the Expence of the War, or give us 
better Terms then, than they are willing to agree to now ? 
Can the firſt be imagined? Can it enter into any body's 
Head? Why then was it not inſiſted on at the End of the 
laſt War, when we had a better Opportunity of having any 
Demands we ſhould think fit to make, complied with, than 
we can ever hope to have again?; Why was not a Treaty 
for our Meſt-India Trade made then upon the high and 
advantageous Terms it is now demanded ? Now, I ſay, 
when we have no Pretence from Conqueſt, or upon any 
ſcore whatever, to expect any other Favour from Spain, 
but what we are entitled to by the Treaties now ſubſiſting 
between the two Nations; which I deſire may be remem- 
bered, ſince it ſeems to be entirely forgot; that we have 
no Pretence to aſk any Extenſion of Commerce, or any 
Connivance or Indulgence from Spain; in ſhort, to no- 
thing but what we are ſtrictly and juſtly entitled to in vir- 
tue of our Treaties with them.  _ - FRA 
Ir ſuch a Treaty as is now inſiſted on by thoſe who are 
ſo eager for a War, if all their Demands be not imme- 
diately complied with, could not be obtained then, when 
we had Spain, as it were, at our Mercy, and could bribe. 
King Philip, with Spain and both the Indies, to come into 
our Meaſures, how vain is it to expect it now, when we 
have no ſuch Advantage over that Crown! If it could be. 
| obtained 
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1 obtained then, why was it not ? If it could not then, 
e why is it aſł d no-? E nnn int ee 
e Bur, once more, let us ſuppoſe we had gone into the 
x War, and that with better, Succeſs than can reafonably* be 
to expected; an End, ſooner or later, muſt be put to it, the 
y ſooner the better for England, as we are à trading Nation. 
r- Bur how is a War to have an End? Why certainly 
Yy / by a Treaty of Peace. A; Freaty, then, of one Kind or 
he other, ſome Time or other, muſt be made. Fo argue, 
ft therefore, againſt the preſent Convention, upon a Pretence 
ry that all Treaty with Spain is to no Purpoſe, and that no 
15 Treaty with that Crown, ſo far, at leaſt, a9 relates to the 
y- IV:/t-Indies, will ever be obſerved, is faying nothing ; 
an ſince that will equally hold againft all Treaties, let them 
Ars be made with or without a previous War, and is, in Effect, 
ily declaring for eternal War; which, I preſume, is not the 
Qt, Meaning of the Gentlemen I am now arguing with, and 
to who ſeem to be fo angry that a War is not already en- 
ill ; ter'd into, Their Leaders, I am perſuaded, wilt be very 
| - willing to end the War as ſoon as it is begun, or rather 
, 3 before it is begun, if the Clmour they have raiſed for a 
23 War will but help them to put an End to the preſent Ad- 
5 miniſtration, and let thoſe in who have been ſo long ex- 
I cluded from a Share in it. Mortifying Thought ! and the 
1 more, as ſome have loſt, by their Oppoſition, all they 
YA aim'd at; who, had they been quiet, could not have mifs'd 
3 what they  bave ſo much ſet their Hearts upon. That this 
I is their true and only Meaning, is evident from hence, that 
KV they have laboured ſo much to have the People believe that 
Y the Counſels that have prevail'd, and the Meaſures that 
3 have been purſued, - have been the Counſels and Meaſures of 
b one Miniſter only, who has taken the whole of this weighty 
$ Affair upon himſelf, exclufive of all the reſt who have the 
i Honour to be in the Secret of his Majeſty's Counſels, and 
2 in the high Offices of State. This they tell the People 
1 with great Aſſurance, though they well know nothing is 
| more falſe, and that the Miniſter they ſhew ſo implacable 
2 an IIl-will to, has, in this important Affair, done nothing 
3 of his own Head, taken nothing ſolely upon himſelf; but 
1 that every Thing has been duly conſidered, and upon 
* mature Deliberation reſolved and agreed to in Council. 
1 This is Fact; this they know to be ſo; and yet are not 
7 alhamed, in all Company, and in all their Libels, moſt 
3 ſtrongly to aſſert the contrary. . Dee eee = INS 
ined © | Bur 
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Bur to return from this Digreflion, in which I have 
been inſenſibly drawn: I have plainly and clearly ſhewn, 
what it was the Parliament adviſed, and what I apprehend 
were their Reaſons for ſuch Advice; that is, why they 
were for trying the way of Treaty once more, before they 
lunged the Nation in a War, which *tis eaſy to get into, 

t not ſo eaſy, when once begun, to get well out of. 
THE next Point to be conſider'd is, Whether the 
Mrs have acted in Purſuance of the Advice given by 
Parliament, as it was their Duty to do. The two Points 
the Parliament recommended to the King, as I have already 

obſerved, were, | e OY 
Satisfaction to our Merchants, | 8 

And a future Security for our Trade and Navigation. 

Tux firſt of theſe Points is finally ſettled and adjuſted 
a Convention, which has been laid before the two 
ouſes, But the Gentlemen in the Oppoſition, were not 
pleaſed to wait to ſee what it was before they paſſed a 
Judgment upon it ; they pronounced it a damn'd Treaty, 
before they certainly knew any one Article of it. A Be- 
 haviour extremely dutiful and decent no doubt. To judge 
of the Satisfaction to the Merchants ſtipulated in this Con- 
vention, we muſt remember, that the Spaniards have De- 
mands upon us, as well as we upon them, for the Ships of 
War taken from them in the Battle off Syracuſe in the 
Year 1718 ; and that when the Demands on both Sides are 
ſtated, all that is to be paid by the King of Spain, is the 
Difference upon the Balance of that Accompt. I have 
indeed heard a Perſon of Diſtinction fire extremely upon 
this Head in a very large Company; I think it was the 
Day the Parliament met, or the next'; he told the Com- 
Pays he had heard a Sum was ftipulated to be paid the 
ing of Span for the Ships then taken by the Engliþ 
Fleet, but he hoped in God, it was not true ; it was ſuch 
a Diſhonour to the Nation, that he thought it impoſlible it 
could be true; it was fo ſtrange a Thing, ſo mean, fo 
diſhonourable, as never had been done by any Nation ; 
with a great deal more to that Purpoſe. de would afk 
this Gentleman, whether he was in earneſt or not, and 
really meant what he ſaid : If he did not, where was his 
Sincerity? If he did, where his deep Knowledge in Poli- 
tical Affairs, not to know Tranſactions ſo publick, as the 
Treaties of 1721, and of Seville 1729, or ſo ſoon to have 
torgot them, and in ſo capital a Point as this, the 
= | Satisfaction 


1 


JJ)! En 4 £5 // a Ss HET 


. E = 

Satisfaction to be given to the King of Spain for thoſe 
Ships ? . | | WE. 
Bur, to refreſh the Gentleman's Memory, I will in- 
ſert the Fifth Article of the Treaty made at Madrid in 


1721. 2 | 
K Ir is alſo agreed, that his Britannick Majeſty ſhall 


© cauſe to be reſtored to his Catholick Majeſty, all the 
« Ships of the Spaniſh Fleet which were taken by that of 
England in the naval Battle that was fought in the 
c Month of Auguſt, 1718, in the Seas of Sicily, with the 


Guns, Sails, Rigging, and other Equipage, in the Con- 


c dition they are at preſent ;. or elſe the Value of thoſe 
© which may have been fold, at the fame Price that the 
« Purchaſers ſhall have given, according to the Proofs and 
« Vouchers.* The Articles preceding this relate to the Re- 


ſtitution and Satisfaction to be made on the Part of the / 
King of Spain to his Britannick Majeſty and his Subjects; 

all which, is, in Subſtance, the ſame with the Articles im- 
porting Reſtitution on both Siges in the ſubſequent Treaty 


of Seville. T5 | ; 

By this we ſee the Demand of Spain for Reſtitution of 
thoſe Ships, is no new Demand; it is not now begun; it 
did not begin at the Treaty of Seville; it was an old De- 


mand; it was allowed and agreed to in the Madrid 
Treaty in 1721. a Treaty made by thoſe who were the 


chief Miniſters at the Time when that extraordinary Tranſ- 


action happen'd, who were the beſt Judges that could be 


of the Juſtice of the King of Spain's Demand, and thought 
it no Reflection on their own Honour, or the Honour of 
the Nation, to comply with it; and ſince they thought ſo, 
who were then in the Secret of Affairs, and had all the 
Biaſs Miniſters could poſſibly have, for very obvious Rea- 
ſons to diſpute that Demand, ſince they, I ſay, thought it 
reaſonable to be complied with, we may be very ſure it 
was ſo. 335 | 
Bur if this be ſo, on making up Accounts on both 
Sides, nothing can be due-from Spain to England, but 
what, upon the Balance, appears to be the Difference be- 


tween them; and as this Sum is ſpecified in the Conven- 


tion now made, and a ſhort Term fixed for the Payment 


in Money here .in London, there is no -poſſible room for 


Complaint on this Head, or for ſaying the Miniſters have 
not clearly purſued the Advice given by Parliament, 
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85 Z (226) . 
As to the vther Point, the future Security of our Trade 
and Navigation in the American Seas; that, with feveral 
other Points, is agreed to be ſettled by Plenipotentiaries 
named in the Convention, who are to begin to treat with- 
in fix Weeks from the Ratification of the Convention, 
and are limited to the Space of eight Months; no long 
Term for the Buſtneſs that will be before them! And, 
till that Term is expired, can _ ody fay that all the 
juſt Demands of Great Britain will not be complied with, 
and ſettled to our Satisfaction? I fay, juſt Demands, be- 
_ cauſe ſome People are taught to think they ought to have 
every Thing complied with they think fit to aſk ; they 
fancy Things are in the State they were at the Treaty of 
Utrecht, that Spain lies at our Feet, and muſt refuſe no- 
thing that we can think will be further advantageous to our 
Trade. But this is a Part Minifters even at that Time did 
not think fit to take, when Spain was in its loweſt State, 
viz. at the End of the laſt War; they were fo tender of 
new Demands, or of aſking any Conceffions even then, 
that could be thought extraordinary and exorbitant, that 
they gave up our moſt valuable Privileges of Trade, (which 
was rectiſied by ſubſequent Treaties after his late Majeſty's 
Acceſſion to the Throne z) and they gave up the moſt rea- 
ſonable Demand in the World; they did not omit it, but 
receeded from it after they had aſked it, and that is a 
Diftrit of Land adjoining to Gibraltar. This they aſked 
of the French Miniftry, who treated for Spain as well as 
France, Theſe tell them gravely, they dare not fo much 
as aſk ſuch 4 Thing of King Philip; and they acquieſced 
in the Anſwer. Did our Miniſters act thus, then, in 
theſe Circumſtances of Affairs, at the End of à moſt glo- 
rious War; and is it now expected that Spain ſhould 
yu Things that were not aſked then ? Can any Man of 
Inderſtanding have the Face to fay and infiſt on this? 1 
ſhould be amazed to ſee this. No, tis impoſſible. What 
we complain of is the Infraction of Treaties; and all we 
can juſtly demand, is, that thoſe Rights ſhould be ſecured 
to us, which by our Treaties we are entitled to. If we 
alk any thing farther, the King of Spain will be well- war- 
ranted to ſay, we have no Right by any Freaty ſubſiſting 
between the two Crowns to ſuch Demand; and if he gives 
this. Anſwer, and it be a true one, fhall we go into a War 
rather than acquieſce in it? Shall we go to War for 
Claims we are no way entitled to? Will any Perſon of 
Figure and Diſtinction adviſe this? Would any/Perſon in 


the 


wy ng. 
the Oppoſition, were he in the Miniſtry, act fo-extrava- 
gant a Part, as to plunge the Nation'into a moſt pernicious 
and expenſive War, to ſupport unprecedented and unwar- 
rantable Claims? Or -if any Miniſter could be hot-headed 
enough to purſue ſuch Meaſures, would not theſe Gentle= 
men, who are ſo eager for a War now, be the moſt forward 
to condemn him, as a fooliſh and wicked Miniſter? Moſt 
certainly they would, and with the greateſt Juſtice. -—_ 
Alx then that is more than what by Treaty we are en- 
titled to, is out of the Queſtion z the King of Spain can't 
be expected to grant more, no wiſe Miniſter will aſk more, 
that he may not have the Mortification to be denied what 
he has no Pretence to aſk, | 3 . 
As far as yet appears, the Miniſters have conformed to 
the Advice of Parhament : They have tried the friendly way 
of To firft : They have obtained Acknowledgment of 
the paſt Injuries ſuffered by our Merchants, with Repara- 
tion to them: They have obtained a Stipulation that all 
Cauſes of Complaint ſhall be removed for the future: And 
they have laid as good a Foundation for ſettling that Secu- 
rity by Treaty, and according to Treaties, without a War; 
as could be reaſonably expected from a War, 
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FROM 


COMMON SENSE. 


SATURDAY, FrBRUARY, 17, 1739. 


ER T is no ſmall Satisfaction to ſeveral of our Mili- 
ftary Gentlemen, who have no Averſion to high 
| Pay, and are paſſionately fond of ſleeping in a 
KC 299 whole Skin, to hear that ſomething like a Peace 
e is at length concluded; for we now know for 
certain, that his Majeſty of Spain having, as we have been 
informed, demanded ſome Explanations, and alſo made 
1 in the Convention, was pleaſed at laſt to 
ign it. x 
fir ſeems before his Catholick Majeſty could be prevailed 
upon to ſign this Convention, he inſiſted on having a Kind 
of Defeazance drawn up, in the Form of a Proteſt, of 
which the following Copy hath been communicated to us. 
Don Sebaſtian de la Quadra, Counſellor and firſt Secre- 
© tary of State of his Catholick Majeſty, and his firſt Ple- 
© nipotentiary for the Convention, which is treating with 
© the King of England, by Order of his Sovereign, and in 
© Conſequence of his repeated Memorials and Conferences 
that have paſſed with Don Benjamin Keene, Miniſter Ple- 


nipotentiary of his Britannict Majeſty, and having agreed 


© therein, with reciprocal Accord, that the preſent Decla- 
< ration ſhall be made as the effential and preciſe Means to 
© overcome the ſo much debated Diſputes, and, in order 

| „„ © hat 


„ (229) | 
< that the ſaid Convention may be ſigned, does declare, in 
< due form, that his Catholick Majeſty” reſerves to himſelf, - 
cin its full Force, the Right of being able to ſuſpend the 
< Aﬀiento of Negroes, and for diſpatching the neceſſary 
© Orders for the Execution thereof, in Caſe the Company 
does not ſubject herſelf to pay, within a ſhort Term, the 
< 68,000 J. Sterling, which ſhe has confeſſed is owing on : 
© the Duty of Negroes, according to the Regulation of 
52 d. per Dollar, or in the Profits of the Ship Caroline; 
c and likewiſe declare, that under the Validity and Force of 
« this Proteſt, the ſigning of the ſaid Convention may be 
© proceeded on, and in no other Manner. Wherefore, 
upon this firm Suppoſition, and that it may not be eluded 
on any Motive or Pretext whatſoever, his Catholick Ma- 
0 jeſty has been induced thereto.” 1 1 
How highly are we obliged to Don Benjamin Keene, 
who, in order to remove all his Catholick Majeſty's Objec- 
tions, conſents to the Suſpenſion of a Right granted to the 
Nation by ſolemn Treaties, and given to the Company b 
Act of Parliament, and run ſuch Hazards rather than his 
Country ſhall loſe the Emoluments of ſo glorious and advan- 
tageous a Convention | ; 
By this Convention, his Catholick Majeſty ingages to 
refer ſome Points in Diſpute to the Deciſion of Plenipoten- 
tiaries (not Commiſſaries, we have had enough of them al- 
ready) to be named for that purpoſe, —This will certainly 
produce one good Effect, if not more; it will prove a very 
advantageous Employment to two of the Friends of a cer- 
, tain Great Man ;—for his Enemies, notwithſtanding their 
Oppoſition, muſt allow, that his Friends are all ſuch pretty 
Fellows, that, let the Nation ſink or ſwim, they ought to 
be maintained in Splendor. 3 
AND here I cannot forbear taking Notice of the great 
Honour his Catholick Majeſty hath done this Nation in the 
Perſon of Mr, Keene, by ſtiling him Don Benjamin, by 
which I conceive he hath made him a Gentleman; for. 
which we are very much obliged to him. „ 
BE SID Es this Favour, his Catholick Majeſty alſo ingages 
to pay our Merchants a Sum ef Money in Part of what his 
Subjects plundered from them: He hath ingaged to do it, 
and his Bond is as good as his Word; I dare ſay our Mer- 
chants are as well ſatisfied with one as the other. —If the 
Payment of it ſhould be deferred a little, I hope the Mer- 
chants will not take it ill, becauſe it is poſſible his Catholic 
Majeſty lmay be out of Caſh,—Kings, as well as Poets, 
YES = have 


» 
* 


F 
| hive fmotimes minted Money—1 have wanted Money 
myſelf, —and why may not his Catholick Majeſty 3 


want Money? „ SIE | 
Ix his Catholick Majeſty cannot conveniently ſpare the 
Sum promiſed, till the South Sea Company pays him 68,000 J. 
which he demands of them as a Debt, it will induce the 
Company to be n in their Payment; for, whether 
they owe him any Thing or not, I hope they won't diſpute 
it upon this Occaſion ;—A Refuſal may be attended with 
very bad Conſequences ; for his Catholick Majeſty is a Man 
H _ onour, wears a Sword. | LOTS 
I THOUGHT proper to mention this Matter, becauſe I 
am informed they diſpute the Debt, which ſhews a bad Mind, 
and a very evil Diſpoſition in the Company; for they know 
that, unleſs they comply, the Merchants may never be 
paid, and what is worſe, it may diſconcert our Miniſter : 
And TI hope that no body will think it reaſonable, for ſuch a 
Trifle, to make that Great Man uneaſy. how LO TOS 
Ir 66,0004. ſhould be agreed to be paid him for our falling 
upon his Fleet in the Year 1718, the Affair of the Mer- 
chants will not be retarded on that Account; becauſe the 
Nation, will, no doubt, moſt chearfully ſubmit to any Tax 
„%% EIN 
Wr obliged ourſelves by Treaties to guarantee the Neu- 
trality of /taly.—The Spanſh Fleet was deſtroyed in Con- 
it ſequence of this Guarantee. But I muſt obſerve, that tho? 
1 we Were not Principals in this Quarrel, we paid for it as 
Principals ; for, by a ſubſequent Treaty made with Spain, 
in 1721, we obliged ourſelves to reſtore all the Spaniſh Ships 
in our Poſſeſſion, and to pay for ſuch of them as had been 
fold ; which was performed on our Part; We paid, I ſay, 
for thoſe which were ſold, and made an Offer of thoſe 
which remained. We have made many Treaties with Spain 
4 ſince (how many it is not eaſy to remember) and we alſo ap- 
1 pointed a competent Number of Commiſſaries, in Conſe- 
= gquence of thoſe Treaties, who all had Inſtructions to inſiſt 
| upon it, that we had fulfilled our Ingagements.—If the 
= Nation ſhould be obliged to pay 60,0001, now, for thoſe 


Ships which rotted at Port-Mahon, becauſe the Spaniards 
5 would not receive them as was agreed, it will be for a 
valuable Conſideration, and what Conſideration is fo valua- 
3h pie us Peace? 5 

q ' WHEN it was reported, that his Catholick Majeſty had 
q demanded 3 for his Fleet deſtroyed in the Year 
| 1718, the Dilaffected gave out, that he would alſo expect. 
1 | es | to 


4 
be paid for the J hau⁰νj Armada, deſtroyed in the Reign of 
n. ſince he had as par Reaſon to infift 
upon the one as the other: But the Malecontents are diſ- 
appointed, and there is no ſuch Thing in the Convention. 
Now indeed they give out, it will certainly be demanded 
next Year ; but as for my own Part, I don't believe one 
Word of it. | 1 | 
Tu Truth of it is, the Malecontents are fo envious of 
the Glory, and Honour which our excellent Minifter is con- 
tinually acquiring 4 his great Skill in Negotiation, that 
they will ſay any i inſinuate alſo as if the 
whole Money to be paid our Merchants, by the King of 
Spain, was to come from another Quarter; and of Conſe- 
quence that what he is to receive for his Fleet, and from the 
Company, will be ſo much clear Gain, by which he 
will be inabled to make up another Fleet; and if we ſhould 
be obliged to deſtroy that Fleet, we know the worſt, it is 
but paying for it twenty Years after. | | 
The Malecontents, I ſay, are almoſt at their Wits End ; 
for this Convention ſtrikes them deaf, dumb, and blind. 
It does not only make Things eaſy for the preſent, but fully 
juſtifies the Wiſdom of all the Meaſures which have been 
taken for ſeveral Years: For if the numerous Squadrons 
which have been ſent out, at different Times, had not been 
_ reſtrained by Orders from acting againſt the Spaniards, who 
knows but we might to Day bave had not only their Fleet, 
but their Guarda Coſta's, Flota's, Flotilla's, Regiſter Ships, 
and the Devil and all to have paid for : Nay, we might 
have taken ſo much from them, that, for aught I know, 
_ the ready Money in the Kingdom could not have made 


Wu can be urged againſt pacifick Meaſures, but that 
the Merchants have ſuffered a little by Captures, but thoſe 
who make ſuch Complaints, ſhould conſider, that the Con- 
ſtitution of Trade is like the Conſtitution of the Body of 
Man, —if the Blood beats too high, Evacuations are neceſ- 
ſary.— The Profits on Trade have ariſen to ſuch Extra- 
vagance of late Years, that theſe little Draw-backs were 
like opening a Vein, which makes the Blood circulate with 
more Freedom; and our forbearing to make Repriſals was 
the wiſeſt Meaſure could be taken: for had we committed 
Hoſtilities as well as the Spaniards, it was then a War, and 
this was the very Thing we were endeavouring to avoid. 
Pax querituy 2 is a falſe Maxim; — Pax queritur pace is : 
need 4 muc 
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Princes.“ 


N 
much better Motto, and by it we are to come to the End of 
Ix the Malecontents object, that it is a very dear Peace; 


it may be anſwered, that all Things good in their Kind 


ergo we ought to eee for it. 
| 


muſt be dear: Peace is certainly much better than War; 
SUPPOSE our Plenipoes ſhould manage in this Affair juſt 


as thoſe worthy Gentlemen called Commiſſaries did before 


them, that is to ſay, they ſhould take Care to prolong their 


own Commiſſion, receive a great deal of publick Money for 
themſelves, and do nothing. —If this ſhould happen, the 
Merchants will be the chief Sufferers; and what are Mer- 


chants ?- A Parcel of ſturdy Beggars, a Body of People who 
are for checquing the exorbitant Power of a Miniſter, and 
were once within an Inch of demoliſhing one; and if he 
hath been no leſs induſtrious in his conſtant Endeavours to 
demoliſh them, who can wonder at it? In fine, Things 
ſeem to be come to a Kind of Criſis betwixt him and the 
Merchants; and either he or Trade muſt fall; but ſure 
no body will'ballance which Party to take,” when the Safety 
of ſo vertuous, ſo wiſe a Man, is put in Competition with 

ſuch a Trifle as the Trade of a Nation, 15 


6 


TRADE ſubverts the Order of Things, and FM Fre in | 


duſtrious Man above the Tools of a Court, which is a great 
Grievance, —What a Shame was it to ſee formerly, in this 
Nation, not only Merchants, but Drapers, Grocers, Haber- 


daſhers, Ironmongers, &c. purchaſe better Eſtates, and 
ive larger Fortunes. to their Daughters, than Lords of the 


Treaſury. But theſe Diſorders are in a fair Way of being 


rectified by the wiſe Politicks of the Great Man we hinted 
at before: Nor can I ſufficiently commend that excellent 
ſaying which is imputed to him, That he hoped to make 
© all the Merchants of England as poor as ſo many German 

By this Convention, all the Grievances which have in- 
terrupted our Commerce in the American Seas are to be re- 


gulated by Plenipotentiaries.— It ſeems the Merchants cavil 
at the Term of regulating Grievances; but who cares 


whether they like it or not? They underſtand by it, as if 
it was to be ſettled what Grievances and Abuſes our Mer- 


: chants and Sailors ſhould hereafter be obliged to ſuffer from 


the Spaniards. Even in their Senſe, it is to be juſtified ; 
for, without ſome ſuch; Thing, the Spaniards may think 


they are at Liherty to abuſe our Merchants and Sailors as 
they pleaſe, —Suppoſe no Ship of ours ſhould be allowed to 


Come 


DRE 1, 
come within two Leagues of their Shore, it ought certainly 
to be ſettled what Penalties they muſt ſuffer when they 

tranſgreſs; if, for Example, it ſhould be agreed, that, in 

ſuch a Caſe, one of the Ears of every Sailor on board ſhould _ 
be cut off, if there be no Regulation they may cut off both 

their Ears. V 

THERE is another Thing which ought alſo to be regu- 
lated, which is, the due Length of a League; otherwiſe 
the Spaniſh Governors in America may alter their Scale, and 
if the Diſtance of a Ship from Shore ſhould be tried by 

Spaniſh Meaſure, our Merchants may have the worſt of it. 

Wx can by the Treaty, which is to follow this Conven- 
tion, loſe no more than two Leagues of Sea Room, unleſs 
the Spaniards are to meaſure ; if ſo, perhaps the two 

Leagues may ftretch out to wherever they can catch our 

Ships. . | | FE NO 

War, tho' we don't lay the ſame Reſtrictions upon 

other Nations; that we neither ſeize, nor ſo much as ſearch, 

French or Dutch Ships within two Leagues of our Coaſt, 
under Pretence of their carrying away our Wool, or run- 

ning their Brandy in upon us, we are Lords of the Ocean, 

and may do what we pleaſe; and, therefore, if we have 

a2 Mind to ſubmit, who ſhall hinder us + 4.500 


= 


I Don*'T know how the King of Spain's Miniſters will 
be able to pacify their People, for being ſo palpably out- 
witted, in this Treaty, by the ſuperior Skill of our Mini- 
ſters:— Vet I think the Spaniards may find their Account in 
it; they may now be at Leizure in employing their Guarda 

Coſta's, and Men of War, in plundering the French and 
Dutch, who, no doubt, will ſuffer it patiently for ah 
Years ; after which, if his Catholick Majeſty ſhould thin 
fit to accommodate Matters with them, he may give them 
Leave to pay the Loſſes of their own Merchants themſelves, 
by a Tax to be raiſed upon their own People for that 
Purpoſe, and then oblige them to keep at two Leagues 
Diſtance. 1 „„ | 

Tux ſturdy Beggars begin to aſſemble in the ſame Man- 
ner they did at the Time of the Exciſe ;—they behave as if 
they were confident of Succeſs:— Juſtice and No Search is 
their Cry; and they talk aloud of Impeachments.—They 

are a Set of dangerous Fellows, and would themſelves have 
demoliſhed a great many poor Spaniards if Letters of 
Marque and Reprifal had been granted them.—It is very fit 
they ſhould be kept under ; and therefore I think, that a 


dapper 


4 
. 


great Saving to the Nation in the Article of Ball. Now 


(2344), 


Beſides the Reaſons I 


h Spin, we have loſt more brave Sailors and Admirals 
than in all the late glorious War, and that we have likewiſe 
23 may Fomjer No Sung, Spaniſh Ships 2 Forts, 
in in that War: But this is a moſt impertinent Objection ; 
or the Poet ſays, Death will come wo it will come, If 
Sailors, or even Admirals, have not Conſtitutions to bear an 
infected Air, it was their Misfortune. As to the Powder 


* 


expended in Salutes, it was for our Reputation ; for our 


mirals thereby gained a Character they never had before, 
of being very polite Gentlemen. I am ſure there was a 


they clamour about the immenſe Charge to the Nation, but 


ſure the fine Shew they made was worth all the Money, and 


it grieves me to think that ſo formidable a Squadron as was 
ſent up the Strei bts, under Admiral | Haddact, ſhould hide 


itſelf all this while in Port- Maben, as if it was aſhamed to 


ſeen, when 3 have paraded. it as far as Con ſtan- 
tinaple, and have thewn themſelves for the Honour of their 
Country. The Italian Ladies have rallied our Gentlemen 
Travellers upon the Impoliteneſs of our Nation in not ſend- 


ing a Squadrom into {ome of their Ports to divert them; 

fox ever ſince they ſay the Fleet which was ſent to wait 

7 7 Don Carlos, they think that a Squadron of Men of 
War "OR 


is the prettieſt Raxee-Shew in the World, 
Uro the whole, it is a great Pleaſure to all true Lovers 


- of Peace, to find that the Malecontents have not been able 


to break off, or interrupt, this Convention. Faction is | 
now ſubdued, and the Temple of Janus will ſpon be (hut. | 
Fly hence then ye murmuring, diſcontented Croud of | 
Patriots : Speak to the Ocean when. the Heayens are calm; |! 
ſooner {hal Rb raiſe Tempeſts there, than diſturb the uni- 
verſal Joy which gladdens the whole Nation upon this glo- 
ious Event. May a Day of Triumph be appointed for that 
great Man who took all upon himſelf; Let the Drum _ 
. 10 
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and the Trumpet ſound: ---- Let his Temples be crowned © 
with Olive, and let ten thouſand Place-Men wait upon his 


Chariot finging forth his Praiſes, = 
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COMMON SENSE, Fes. 24, 1739- 


OTH Houſes having, laſt Year, entered into vigorous 
Reſolutions to ſupport his Majeſty, in whatever Mea- 

ſures ſhould be taken in Order to obtain Juſtice, and full 
Satisfaction from the Spaniards, for his injured Subjects, ſuch 
formidable Squadrons were fitted out, in Conſequence of 
theſe Reſolutions, that we had no leſs than a hundred Sail of 
Ships at one Time in Commiſſion, a moſt immenſe Ex- 
pence to this Nation! | 

Ov x Miniſters, ſo ſupported, have been able to prevail 
upon his Catholick Majeſty, without firing a Gun, to fign 
a Convention. | 

OuR Merchants flattered themſelves that, before we 
conſented ſo much as to enter upon a Treaty with his Ca- 
tholick Majeſty, he would have been obliged, by Way of 
Preliminary, to have renounced all Pretenſions to ſearchi 
our Ships; but this, as well as our Right to cut Logwood 


in the Bay of Campeachy, to loading Salt at the Iſland of 
Turtuga, and alſo the ſettling the Limits of Florida and Ca- 
rolina, (by which it will be determined whether Georgia, 


which hath coſt this Nation ſo much Money, ſhall belong 
to England or Spain,) are referred to one Mr. Keene, and one 
Mr. Caſtres, and ſuch Commiſſaries as the King of Spain 


ſhall appoint, which, no Doubt, is as well. 


TI nor the Demand, which Spain ſome Years ago made 


of Grbralter, upon Pretence of a Promiſe on our Side to 


give it up to them, will not be referred alſo ; becauſe, by 
yielding to refer Things to Commiſſaries, it may be under- 
ſtood by the Spaniards as acknowledging the Right to be 
doubtful, and we have no Reaſon, by what is paſt, to ſup- 
pole that Spanyh Commiſſaries will decide a doubtful Right 


in our Favour. 


Tuosz who have no very good Opinion of the Perſons, 


at preſent, at the Helm of our Affairs, have taken Occa- 
þpn, from hence, to repreſent this Tranſaction as a 1282 
3 * wa 


e ED 
ſterial Expedient; for, ſay they, if the Miniſters had 
Weight and Credit enough with the Court of Spain, to 
bring it to thoſe Terms which the Nation expects, and to 
which we have an undoubted Right, they have had Time 
enough, and have wanted no Support to effect it; and the 
Malecontents are ſuch Infidels, they will not believe that 
two Plenipotentiaries can make Uſe of more perſuaſive Ar- 
guments than a hundred Sail of Men of War. | 
To this, indeed, the Friends of our moſt incomparable 
Miniſters anſwer, that if his Catholick Majeſty ſhould not 
make thoſe Conceſſions neceſſary for ſettling our Rights 
upon a ſolid Foundation, we are but where we were; we 
may break off the Treaty, and ſo fit out new Squadrons. 
To which the Malecontents reply, that this may be Sport 
to the Spaniards, but muſt be Death to us: — The im- 
menſe Charges waſte us, while they do not put themſelves to 
the Expence of a Dollar; and, as Pyrrhus ſaid he ſhould be 
undone by two or three fuch Victories, we inay be ruined 
by two or three ſuch Negotiations s. 
TRE compare the Politicks of a certain Gentleman, 
to that of a bold enterpriſing Fellow, who undertook to 
teach an Aſs to ſpeak Greet. — The Story being told to the 
King, he ſent for the Fellow, who reſolutely perſiſted, that 
he would do it in ſuch a Time, if he had a certain Allow- 
ance per Diem. The Time was fixed, and the King pro- 
miſed him his Reward ; but this Condition was annexed to 
it, that, if he did not perform it by the limited Day, he 
ſhould be hanged ; and, accordingly, had him guarded that 
he ſhould not run away. | | . 
Tr Fellow being aked, when he was out of the King's 
| Preſence, how he could have the Impudence to undertake 
ll a Thing that was impoffible ? His Anſwer was, that either 
N the King might die, the As might die, or, perhaps, he 
= himſelf might die, before the limited Time. „„ 
1 | Ir any Minifter has been teaching an Aſs to ſpeak for us; 
if, for Reaſons that only regard himſelf, he has been amu- - 
fing the Nation with Things he never intended to perform, 
or knew he was not able to perform, as he has been much 
better paid, he ought to have the ſame Reward at laſt. 
Don Sebaſtian de la Duadra's Declaration, or Proteſt, 
in the Name of the King, his Maſter, which was made 
and ſigned previous to the Convention, ſeems to be an In- 
novation, in the Forms and Methods uſually practiſed in 
negotiating; — but his Catholick Majeſty was reſolved that 
he ſhould not be miſunderſtood, for he ſays, — under the 
Me. | Validity 
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Validity and Force of this Proteſt, the ſaid Convention 
may be proceeded on, and in no other Manner, — So that 
the Convention feems to be purchaſed at the Price of re- 
ceiving and agreeing to this. Proteſt; and, indeed, it is 
' faid, in the Body of the Proteſt itſelf, that it is by recipro- 
cal Agreement. | ; | | 
| PLUTARCH, in the Life of one of the illuſtrious Ro- 
mans, I think it is Paulus Emilius, after deſcribing the 
Strength of both Armies, and the Conduct of the. Generals, 
ſays, that whichever Army Paulus Emilius had command- 
ed muſt have gained the Victory. — I don't doubt, had all 
Circumftances been equal betwixt Us and Spain, but what- 
ever Side our Miniſters had been employed in, muſt have 
gained the Advantage in this Negotiation ; but, to the Mis- 
fortune of Spain, Circumſtances and Events were intirely 
on our Side. · I ſay nothing of the vaſt Superiority of our 
naval Strength, which alone muſt give Weight to any Ar- 
guments: But the Affairs of Italy being unſettled, the 
farther View of the Court of Spain, with Reſpect to the 
Eftabliſhment of Don Carlos, and their being come to no 
perfect Underſtanding with the Court of Fance, muſt have 
put the Spaniſo Miniſters under ſuch Difficulties in their 
treating with us, that they muſt be obliged to yield to 
Terms which they would not ſubmit to at a more favoura- 
ble Juncture; they muſt have purchaſed Peace upon any 
Condition. 4 
Ir, therefore, more honourable and advantageous Terms 
have not been obtained for Great Britain, by this Conven- 
tion, and ſhould not be obtained by the Convention which 
is to follow, than ever were granted to us before, I would 
adviſe the Don Benjamin, to bid adieu to the Lanes and Al- 
leys of Lynn, where thou hadſt the good Fortune firſt to be- 
hold the Light, and remain. in that Country which hath 
done thee the Honour to dub thee a Gentleman. | 
Ir the Spaniards, who are ſo well acquainted with this 
Gentleman's excellent Talent for Negotiation, ſhould 
tempt him to engage on their Side, I aſk thee, Don Seba. 
tian de la Quadra, what will become of thee? Don Benja- 
nin muſt be the Man. Little didſt thou conſider, Don Se- 
baſtian, whom thou hadſt to deal with in this knotty Affair; 
in was not only Don Benjamin of Lynn, but another Perſon, 
his Adviſer, of a much larger Head, ---- a Head as fat as 
his Head and thy Head put together. 
Ix the Spaniards think they have Reaſon to be diſſatisfied 
with this Convention, — the Declaration oa P roteſt before- | 
NP mens 
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mentioned, might be formed on Purpoſe to give them a Pre- 


tence to break off and begin again; they may talk as the 


Engliſh Officer did, who-was taken Priſoner at the Battle of 


Almanza, who dining with ſome French and Spaniſh Off- 


cers, where the Converſation: turning upon the Events of 
the Battle, and ſome of them ſeeming to think that our 


Side had not made the moſt of it, he anſwered gallantly, let 


us change Generals and we'll fight the Battle over again. 
The Spaniards may be for changing Miniſters, and begin- 
ning the Treaty again; but we muſt beg their Pardon 
there, we know when we are well: If we ſhould make 


ſuch a Conceſſion, they might alſo be deſirous of having 
that great Man, who hath made us ſo mighty among the 


Nations, to go over and direct all their Affairs; a Matter 


which it would be the Intereſt of all —"_— to oppoſe : For, 
were Spain directed for fifteen or ſixteen Years by fo able a 
Head, it might grow powerful enough to aim at univerſal 


Monarchy. 


To ſpeak more familiarly of this Affair, I bope it is a 


Convention, for it is a Point in which the Nation 


good 
cannot be deceived. - The Intereſt of Exgland, with 


Reſpect to Spain, is underſtood by every trading Man in the 
the Kingdom, We know the Strength, or to ſpeak more 
properly, we know the Weakneſs of Sparn ;---we know what 


we have a Right to expect, and what muſt be obtained to 


keep the Nation from finking into Contempt and Ruin; 
tho one Man may be more preſumptuous and more arrogant 
than all, no one Man is wiſer chan all, and therefore no 
Artifices to puzzle, to conceal the State of our Caſe, will 
do - The Multitude hath many Eyes, they haue 
many that fee for them; ſome of which are Perſons of a 


more diſcerning Sight, perhaps, than he who flatters him- 


felf they are all blind. We her F 
Ir the great Aſſembly of the Nation approves of this 


Convention, I ſhall certainly perfaade myſelf that it is ſafe 


and honourable ; for they cannot, at leaſt they will not, give 
a Sanction to Madneſs and Folly. Some Author whom TI 
have forgot, indeed, tells us, that a Parliament may vote, 
that black is white. ----- It may be ſoz but black will be 


black till, in Spite of all the Votes in the World. How- 
ever, we are in no Danger of any Thing like this from our 
preſent Parliament, ---- and therefore I ſay, if it is approv- 


ed, it muſt be good Convention. | | 
Tu Courage and Strength of this Nation hath been fo 
often felt, chat it can never grow contemptible, but by an 


extreme 
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great Aﬀairs of a Nation, Where not only the 8 


* 


extreme Weakneſs of Conduct within. If we once come 
to loſe by a Treaty more than it is poſſible we could loſe h 


an unſucceſsful War, we ſhall become the Bubbles and Due 
of the World. ---- I am confident there is as much Senſe in 
the Nation at this Time, as when we made the moſt glori- 
ous Figure: If it is not brought into.Councel and Action, I 

am affaid the Fault lies in our Want of Spirit as well as 


| Honaly. ---- If Perſons mean in Character, and meaner in 


Underſtanding, ſhould be ſent to negotiate with Foreign 
States, it does infinite Miſchiefs; for they will be apt to 
judge of a whole Nation by the Sample which is preſented 
to them, and you will find infinite Difficulties in treating 
with a People that once comes to deſpiſe you. The great 
Art of Government conſiſts in knowing the Talents of 
Men, and appointing them to ſuch Provinces for which they 
are diſpoſed by Nature, and fitted by Education. ---- A pil- 
fering low Genius, extremely qualified to make a fraudu- 


| lent Contract, or falſify an Account, may (where Impu- 


dence and Corruption can prevail) paſs for a clever Fellow, 


eſpecially among Stockjobbers, and low Mechanicks who 


have a Turn to Knavery; but raiſe ſuch a Man up to the 


of his own, but that of all other Countries is abſolutely 


neceſſary, he is out of his Element: - He is doing he 


knows not what, and going he knows not Where : — He 
is ſteering in a vaſt Ocean without the leaſt Knowledge of 


the Compaſs. If Preſumption and Conceit (inſeperable 


from Ignorance) poſſeſs him, he Will ſuffer no Man to 
come near the Helm but” himſelf, and then the Govern- 
ment muſt unavoidably ſuffer Shipwreck, unleſs he is treat- 


ed as it lawful, by the Maritime Laws, for the Sailors to 


treat a Pilot, who hath taken upon him to conduct the Veſ- 
ſel into Port, and, by his Ignorance, is running it upon 
Rocks or Quickſands. | 

To Providence may think fit to puniſh this Nation, 
yet I think it will not permit it to fall. All the Grievances 


it hath ſuffered for many Years paſt are imputed to one 


Mx; nor is it unjuſt to lay all to his Charge, ſince, in 
the Inſolence of his Security, he hath often taken them all 
upon himſelf, He hath, indeed, been a Diſeaſe upon the 
ation, and the whole World is ſick of him; but he is 
almoſt come to the End of his Race; he hath filled up the 
Meaſure of his Iniquity : He may ſtruggle for a ſhort Re- 
prieve, but he is in the Toil, and never will get — ; 
— without 


| , }(c240)) 
without pretending to the Gift of Prophecy, we may pro- 
nounce him fall'n. It is impoſſible, from the Nature of 
human Affairs, but the Spirit, or, call it the Genius, of 
the Nation muſt get the better. If the Tools that have 
hitherto. been his Support, ſtill perſeyere to defend him, 
they adopt his Gailt, and muſt ſhare in his Ruin; for 
there is ſcarce one Inſtance in Hiſtory of a whole People, 
even in the moſt arbitrary Countries, being againſt one 
Man, but they prevail'd at laſt. 5 | 


* 


5 
7. 
* 
x 
. 
5 
— * 
I- 
4 
1 
1 
2 
po 
28 
125 
2 
[i 
3 
bo 


a 
1 -£ 
Ko 
TY 8 
72 
1 
HI 
nd - x 
9 
. 
4 9 
x 
* "Xx 
_ 
Weg 
1 
1 OO 
— 
"#5 * 
9 
Y 
1 
* "4 
„ 85 
"i 
 —_— 
* — 
0 
—* 
RY 
= . 
- E 
| 4% 
419 
7 7% 
3 
3 
58 
2 
1 
>a 
e 
"IM 
75 
WS. 
— HS 
1 
3 
"SZ 
"x 
n 
1 
. 
3 
—_ : 
| © I 
_ "= 
_ 
75. N 
, "3 
"= 
"1 " 
== 
- ho 
= 
1 
_ 
. \ 
. 
_— 
3 
_ 
_ 
—* 
228 
3 
<q 
LB? 
Wo” 
9 
5 
T 
3 
3 
"CF 
Os 
7 
WP 
wy 
— x 
> 1 
ft 
AS 
"* 
"a 4 
. — 0 
s it 
0 
= / 
= 
1 
.—* 
oe 5 
RR 
8 
Ts 
— x 
* 
1 
* 
* 
: 5 
Po”. 
= 
2 
any, 
4A 
ev 
72S 
"= 
EN. 
Fe 4” 
"TX 
Wer 1 
3 
W_, 
"= 
WI, 
f 2 * 
ry of 
-- 
|. 
| ©. 
WO cy 
Wh -- 
7 *. 
* 
q 
F 


+ dh 9 Hr ds 


EXTRACTS 


CRAFTSMAN. 


SD 


SATURDAY, Fzzn VARY 17, 1738-9. 


P an intire Stranger to political Affairs ſhould 
look over the numerous Collections of Treaties 
| © between the Princes of Europe, which have 
been lately publiſhed, he would certainly be apt 
„ to wonder how there came to be any Differences 


F 


amongſt them at preſent. In former Times, the con- 
tracting Powers obliged themſelves by Oath, in the moſt 
ſolemn Manner, to perform their reſpective Engagements; 
and yet Hiftory furniſhes us with frequent Wlpſtances of 
Princes, who have violated their Oaths, and departed from 


their Engagements, ſoon after they were miade, in the molt - 
ſcandalous Manner. But this, indeed, was in Popith 
Times, before the true Light of the Goſpel broke in upon 
us, and when a Diſpenſation from Rome was thought ſut- 
ficient to atone for any ſort of Crimes, eſpecially in Princes. 
For this Reaſon, the Practice of Swearing to the Obſerva- 
tion of "Treaties hath been generally, if not intirely, laid 
aſide, ever fince the Reformation, as a Scandal to Religion; 
both by Proteſtants and INES y | 
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Fer even ſtill the 
moſt Treaties run in a very ſolemn Stile. Some of them, 
even of very modern Date, begin in the. Name of the maſt 
Holy and Undivided Trinity; and there are very few with- 
out making God Almighty a Witneſs to them. The firſt 
Article commonly contains a mutual. Stipulation, that all 
Hoſtilities, ſhall ceaſe on both Sides; and that, for the fu- 
ture, there ſhall be a perfect Amity, Friendſhip, and good 
Correſſ nce between the contracting Parties. But how 
ſeldom are theſe Contracts fulfilled? How hath the Treaty 
of Utrecht, for Inſtance, - been obſerved towards us, with 
Relation to the Demolition of Dunkirh, and ſeveral other 
Particulars ? What have we gain'd, ſince that Time, by 
all our 'T reaties, - proviſional Treaties, Preliminaries, Con- 
ventions, Ratifications, Congreſſes, and Pacifications what- 
ſoever, except new Inſults, new Depredations, and a vaſt 
Addition of new Expences? This is the more hard upon 
us, becauſe we have enter'd into all the Propoſitions of 
foreign Powers, with the greateſt Cordiality, and fulfilled | 
our Engagements even to a Nicety ; eſpecially to thoſe, 
with whom we are at preſent concerned. | 
Nor only the Oath, but even the Word of a King hath 
been always held ſacred ; and therefore if the modern way of 
Treaty-making is to be looked upon only as a Trial of Skill 
at Negociation, I think all the ancient Forms of Religion 
' ought to be laid aſide, and others ſubſtituted in their room, 
ſignifying that a Treaty is only a mutual Agreement, 
during Pleaſure, which either Party is at Liberty to break, 
as ſoon as he finds it for his Intereſt, according to Machia- 
: ves celebrated Maxim of Ragione del State... 
Bur we are bleſs'd at preſent with a Miniſter, who 
_ hath ſo great a Regard for Religion, that he choſe rather 
to ſubdue our Enemies by the mild and peaceable Arts of 
Negociation, than make uſe of that Force, which was put 
into his Hands, and might have occaſioned a great deal of 
_ Bloodſhed. A Convention is not only concluded and ſign'd, 
but ratified ; and -thbugh it is a Convention only, yet it is 
a declared Preliminary to a future Treaty 3 in which all 
our Differences with Spain, of many Years ſtanding, are 
to be finally adjuſted, not only in the Veſt- Indies, but elſe- 
where. TI ſhall fay but little of this Convention, becauſe it 
is now under the Conſideration of Parliament, but will 
. confine myſelf chiefly to the future Treaty ftipulated by it. 
However, it is neceſſary to ſay ſomething upon the — 
4 1 I 4 | yention 
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vention itſelf, and to point out the many fignal Adyan- 
appears, by the Preamble, ' which is very finely word- 
ed, that the Deſign of this Convention is to prevent an open 
Rupture. between. the two Crowns of great Great Britain 
and Spain, by putting a Stop to all the Grievances, . al- 

each Side, for the preſent, and to prevent them 
for the future; nay, if it ſhould be found impoſſible to re- 


move, or redreſs all theſe Grievances and Abuſes, 


will at leaſt be regulated; which muſt, no doubt, afford 


our Merchants a very comfortable Proſpect. 


By the firſt Article, it is agreed, that inſtead of Com- 


miſſaries, who have been ſo long employ'd to no Purpoſe, 


in this Affair, there are to be two Miniſters Plenipotentiary; 
who, being Perſons of a much higher Character than Com- 
miſſaries, will certainly have more Influence, and ſoon put 
a finiſhing Hand to this deſirable Work. Theſe Gentle- 


men, indeed, have nothing to do with the Claims of our 


Merchants; that Point being already ſettled, and the only 
Point ſettled, .by the Convention, without their Know- 
ledge or Conſent, But theſe Plenipotentiaries are to diſ- 
cuſs and adjuſt all Diſputes about Limits and Boundaries, 
both by Sea and Land, as well as other Points not parti- 
cularly mentioned; and all this is to be finiſhed in the 
Space of eight Months, after the Convention is ratified 
whereas the Commiſſaries appointed by the Treaty of Seville 
had three Years allowed them at firſt, and three Years af- 


. terwards, without doing = Thing, except receiving their 
Salaries, and putting the 


ation to a great Expence, Such 
is the Difference between Commiſſaries and Plenipoten- 
tiaries; for though their Appointments may be ſomewhat 
larger, in Conſideration of their Titles, yet they are to 
do that in eight Months only, which the others could not 
do in fix Years ; and ſhould there be an unhappy Neceſſity 
of prolonging this Term, we may reaſonably hope that it 
will not be for above eight Months more, 

Tre third Article is ſtill more remarkable; by which 
his Catholick Majeſty agrees, after due Conſideration of 


the reſpective Demands on both Sides, to pay his Britan- 


nick Majeſty the Sum of 95,000 J. Sterling for Balance, ad · 


| mitted to be due to the Subjects of Great Britain, after a 


Deduction made of the Demands of the Crown and Sub- 


jects of Spain, which it ſeems we have acknowledged to 


due to them, This Sum of 952000 J. is to be em- 
ployed by his Britannick Majeſty for the Satisfaction of his 
| R 2 | injured 


r 3 
injured Subjects. Every Body muſt eaſily ſee the vaſt Ad- 
vantage of this Article; for as the Money is to be depoſited 
in his Majeſty's Hands, and left intirely at his Diſpoſal, 
our plunder'd Merchants will have no farther Occafion to 
follicit their Cauſes either in Old or New Spain, at a great 
Expence, and without any Succeſs ; but they may now 
apply to their own moſt 3 or bis Mini- 
ſters, who will certainly diſtribute che Money, as far as it 
will go, with an impartial Hand, amoneft all the Sufferers, 
without any Regard to the Diſtinctions and Quibbles of 


the Court of Spain. There is, indeed, a Clauſe in this 


Article, that ſpecifically excepts all Accounts, or Dif- 
ferences, which ſubfiſt, or are to be ſettled, between the 
Crown of Spain, and the South Sea Company, by Virtue 
of the Aſſiento Contract. But of that mbre hereafter. 

Tubus much is ſufficient to fhew the Excellency of the 


preſent Convention, which has laid the Foundation for a 
definitive Treaty. But as nothing is abfolutely ſettled in 


the Convention, except the Payment of a ſmall Sum of 


Money, in Compariſon of all our Loſſes, Sufferings, and 


Inſults, for fo many Years, every Thing elfe being left to 
the Adjudication of Plenipotentiaries in a future Treaty, 
which is not yet begun; TI may be allowed to fpeak more 
plainly upon it, and deliver the Senfe of an Engliſt man what 
ought to be done, and what ought not to be done, at the 
preſent critical Jun&ure, 5 + 
I Au at a Loſs to gueſs what is meant by the Deduc- 
tion made, on Account of the Demands of Spain; for 
though our Men of War have taken two or three of their 
Ships in the 7Y2/t-Indizs, and one rich Regifter = very 
lately, we never confiſcated any, I of Repriſal, nor 
even kept them as a Pledge in our Hands, but immediately 


releaſed them, for the fake of Peace and good Harmony. 
For what therefore is this Deduction to be made; or what + 


are the Demands of om upon us? It cannot ſurely be 
for deſtroying their Fleet on the Coaſts of Sicih, twenty 
Years ago, in Purſuance of Our Engagements to guaranty 
the Neutrality of Hah, to which Spain could be no Stran- 
ger; and however irregular that Action =, mah thought, 

in ſome Particulars, for Want of a formal Declaration of 
War, yet it was voted juſt, wife, and honourable by Par- 
liament, and the commanding Officer was rewarded for it, 
in a very diſtinguiſhed Manner. It was likewiſe ſoon af- 
terwards ſettled between the two Crowns, by the Treaty 


of Madrid, in the Year 1721, which was confirmed by 
5 e 155 the 
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the Treaty of Seville in 1729. By theſe Treaties nothing 
farther was ſtipulated. on our Side, nor claimed by Spain, 
than-a Reſtitution of the identical Ships taken, in the Con- 


dition they were then in, or the Money they were (old for, 


in Caſe any of them were ſold. Nay, we went farther ; 
for bis late Majeſty baving been graciouſly pleaſed to give 


them to the Captors, they were afterwards purchaſed of 


them with publick Money, at an Expence of above 20000 J. 
in order to reſtore them to the Spaniarus. Having complied 
with all this, and fulfilled” our Engagements, by offering 


the Spanzards Reſtitution of their Ships, they would not re- 


ceive them, under frivolous Pretences; and therefore they 
ought not to bring this Demand upon the Carpet again, 
aſter ſo * . | 

I AM juſtified in this Aſſertion and Manner of Rea- 
ſoning by thoſe, who drew up the Inſtructions to our late 
Commiſſaries, in Purſuance of the Treaty of Seville; for 
by the 5th Article they are ordered to inſiſt, that the Treaty 


of 1721 was fully compleated, for the Reaſons before- 


mentioned. Would it not therefore be diſhonourable for 
theſe Gentlemen, as well as the Nation, to recede from 
their poſitive Inſtructions, and give up ſo important a Point 


to the Spaniards, after all their Ill-Uſage? Have we not, at 
leaſt, as good à Right to demand Satisfaction for the 


Damages and Expences they put us to, many Vears after- 
wards, by the Seige of Gibraltar, which was likewiſe under- 
Gr and carried on, without any previous Declaration of 
Var. | h | - 

As to the Article in the Convention, concerning the 
Differences between the Court of Spain, and our South 
Sea Company, which are excepted in the preſent Conven- 


tion; I muſt obſerve, that altho'- his Catholick Majeſty 


may have a Demand yon the ſaid Company for about 
68,000 J. as it is reported, 2 Virtue of the Afftento Treaty; 


yet I am informed that the Company have a juſt Demand of 


above treble that Sum upon Spain, for Seizures of their 
annual Ships, Interruptions of their Trade in New Spain, 
till the Markets were over, Refuſals of Schedulas, to 
which they have an undoubted Right by Treaty, and ſeve- 
ral other Accounts. It cannot therefore be doubted that our 
Plenipotentiaries will inſiſt very ſtrongly, in the Nego- 
tiations of the future Treaty, upon the Ballance on our 
Side, in this Particular, and an the regular Grant of Sche- 


dulas for the future; ſince if the Spaniards ſhould be paid 


their whole Claim, e any Satisfaction for a much 


greater be 


greater Demand upon them by the South Sea Company, it 
is a very odd Method of ſettling Accounts; and the e. 


0 


niards will be ſo far from paying one Shilling to our Mer- 
chants, that they will be very great Gainers by the Treaty, 
as well as by their former Depredations. E 
Bor I cannot conceal my Aſtoniſnment to hear of a 
ſeparate Proteſt, which Spain declares to be an eſſential 
Part of this Agreement, reſerving to itſelf a Power of ſuſ- 
pending the Aſſiento TINY if the South Sea Company do 
not pay the Sum demanded, within a ſhort Time ; declaring 
likewiſe that, under the Validity and Force of this Proteſt, 
the ſigning of the ſaid Convention may be proceeded on, 
and in no other Manner ; upon the firm Sup Gtion of 
which, and that it may not be eluded on any Motive or 
Pretext whatſoever, his Catholick Majeſty hath Fa induced 
thereto, But as this Proteſt is not publiſhed with the Con- 
vention, I ſuppoſe it is not yet ratified, and there can be no 
Crime in wiſhing that it never will; but if it ſhould, and 
the South Sea Company refuſe to pay the Money, it will at 
leaſt give us ſome Chance of getting rid of the whole Con- 
vention, if it ſhould be found either diſadvantageous, or 
diſhonourable. - | 
TRE next, Point worth Obſervation is, that altho' the 
Plenipotentiaries, according to this Convention, are to ad- 
juſt all Diſputes between Great Britain and Spain, about 
. both by Sea and Land; it is to be hoped that the 
Gentlemen, who are to be intruſted with this important 
Affair on our Side, will not depart from one ſingle Tittle of 
our Right, according to Treaties and the Law of Nations: 
for the Caſe is plainly this, we are either to give up certain 
Points of the utmoſt Conſequence to our Trade, or we are 
not. If we give up theſe Points, we may as well throw 
them Jamaica and our other Sugar Colonies into the Bar- 
gain. If we do not give them up, and the Spaniards inſiſt 
as peremptorily on their Side, we are then in juſt the ſame 
Condition as we were many Years ago; with this Diffe- 
rence only, that we ſhall hereafter be leſs able to do our- 
ſelves Juſtice; and the Spaniards, perhaps, in a better Con- 
dition to withſtand us, by becoming more firmly united with 
France than they are at preſet. 
© SHOULD we yield to them the Power of Searching, 
within = ſtzted Limits of their Shores, we give up every 
Tung for they will be the ſole Judges of the Diſtance; 
and the Merchant, who may be taken, perhaps, three, 


four, or five Leagues from their Coaſts, will have a dif- 
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ficult Taſk in a' Spaniſb Court of Juſtice, (where the Judges 
are often Sharers in the Spoil) to prove that he was not 
within the Limits allowed them to Search. I do not aſſert 
this to be the Caſe; but am only arguing upon a Suppoſition, 
and the common Converſation of the Town. Beſides, will 
the French likewiſe give up this Point? Will the Dutch? 
If not, we ſhall exclude ourſelves by a Treaty to their-great 
Advantage; and inſtead of ſtanding, as we do at preſent, 
on the. Foot of the moſt favoured Nation, (or, as it is called 
in Treaties, Gens amiciſſima) we ſhall become the leaſt fa- 
voured Nation, by our own Conſent. 1 c 
Tux Article for adjuſting territorial Limits ſeems to be 
particularly calculated Dy Spain, with a View of contracting 
our 3 in Carolina, which is expreſſy mentioned in 
the Preliminary Convention; and it is confidently reported, 
that the Span; Miniſter gives out every where, that his 
Court will, upon no Account whatſoever, acquieſe in our 
Poſſeſſion of Georgia. It is expreſsly ſtipulated, in the late 
Convention, that we ſhall: not increaſe the Fortifications 
there, nor take any new Poſts; tho“ Money was granted by 
Parliament, but laſt Year, for that Purpoſe: Let us there- 
fore ſee how that Matter ſtands. e a ON 
CAROLINA, as far as the Degree of 29, Southern Lati- 
tude, was granted by King Charles the Second, ſoon after 
his Reſtoration, to particular Proprietors. After this, came 
the Treaties of 1667 and 1670, which allowed us all that 
was then in our Poſſeſſion. Theſe Treaties therefore being 
ſubſequent to this Grant, and the Poſſeſſion of theſe Gran- 
tees, it follows that the undoubted Property belongs to 
them; and, if we ſtrictly examine how far the 29th Degree 
ſtretches, it is my Opinion that we can prove a much better 
Right to Fort St. Auguſtine, than they can to Georgia. 
But let us go farther. . CORYELL 
_ Tunis Country was afterwards bought by the Publick, 
with publick Money, from the ſeveral Proprietors, at the 
Inſtance of the preſent Adminiſtration, and at a very large 
Expence; alleging that great Uſe might be made of it, 
and that it was a Frontier of the utmoſt Importance againſt 
Spain. Nay, one noble Lord, not caring to ſell his Pro- 
perty, which was an eighth Part of the whole, had great 
Clamours raiſed againſt him, by our preſent Miniſters, for 
obſtructing, in ſome Meaſure, their Views of publick 
Utility, at that Time. However, he conſented to give up 
all neceſſary Power to the Crown, | reſerving to himſelf only 
the eighth Part of all future Profits, So that this is abſolutely 
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a5 ne e as 329 Houſe is his — 
cannot be legally, or equitably, given a Body, 
without . bis particular Conſent When the Publick. had 
made this Purchaſe, what did the Crown. do? Why, it 
mage an abſolute Grant, or Conveyance, of the whole to 
particular Truſtees, who are now veſted with the Property 
of- it; nor can the Commiſſaries, or Plenipotentiaries, diſ- 
Poſe of it, under any Pretence whatſoever, without their 
| ſpecial Leave and Approbation. The Publick have likewiſe 
ſupported. this infant | Colony, at large annual Expences; 
and if the whole is to be now given up, or even brought 
into Diſpute, would it not be highly diſhonovrable to 
England, and eſpecially to thoſe who engaged the Publick 
3 become Purchaſers of it, unleſs we gain ſome other con- 
_ Tiderable Advantages by ſuch a Ceſſion ? But there is fome- 
thing ſtill farther in. Favour of this new ſettled Colony, 
and muſt intitle it to the greateſt Regard; which is, that it 
is the only Colony planted by his prefent Majeſty, and 
called by his Name. Our Plenipotentiaries therefore will 
certainly exert themſelves, ; upon this Occaſion, for the 
Honour of his Majeſty, as much as the Regency of Hanover 
have done for the Preſervation of the new Acquiſition of 
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I., is faid, that our Right to the Poſſeſſion of the Bahama 
Iſlands: is: likewiſe diſputed, upon the ſame. idle Pretence ; 
and Jamaica may be demanded upon as good Grounds, If 
therefore the Spaniards are to be gratified, or even not ſtrenu- 
oully oppoſed, in all theſe unreaſonable and illegal Demands, 
we ſhall be ſoon driven out of the Veſt Indies, and muſt 

leave the French and the Spaniards to diſpute the Sovereignty 

err Seas, and the Dominion of the whole American 

Oxid. 1 ons EF | 4 5 

IAN NOT conceive what is meant by the other Points, 
which are left to the Diſcuſfion of the Plenipotentiaries; 
unleſs it is a ſpecial Renunciation, on the Part of Spain, to 
any Right, 7 Claim, whatſoever, to Gibraltar and Port- 
mahon ; as likewiſe a Confirmation of our Right to the Bay 
of Campeachy, or, at leaſt, of cutting Logwood there, and 

8 galt on the Iſland of Tortugas; for neither our 

Miniſters, nor our Plenipotentiaries, can poſſibly give up 

our Right in any of theſe Reſpects, under any Pretence of 

Juſtice to the Nation, or doing Honour to the King. 

IMA thus, in a curſory Manner; made a few Re- 
marks on this Convention; which, being of the utmoſt 

Importance to Great Britain, will, no doubt, be more 

. f. [ 
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particularly ſcanned and examined by thoſe, who aro im- 
mediately concerned in the Conſequences. of it. But in 
this all Mankind ſeem to be agreed; that, be it good, or 
be it bad; be it honourable. or diſhonourable; the whole 
Merit, or Demerit, belongs to ane ſingle Man, who un- 
7 the Negotiation, and made himſelf anſwerable 
or it. | : LS + LITE 2 | * 
How happy therefore muſt that Country be, whoſe 
Prime Minifter is an able, honeſt, diſintereſted, upright 
Man? I will illuſtrate this Obſervation by the of 
Cardinal Fleury; to which I was led by reading a Paragrah 
in one of the Cologn Gazettes, where an Account was given 
of the ſuppoſed Death of that Prelate, and of his laſt Will 
and Teſtament; in which the whole Value of his Eftate, 
except a few Moveables, is ſaid to amount to no more than 
1300 J. Sterling. Methinks I ſee that good old Frenchman 
making his Will, and declaring, that he leaves his Country 
which he found depreſſed with Debt, reduced by a long anc 
unſucceſsful War, funk in its Reputation, almoſt deſtroyed 
by a wild Project, and labouring under a long Minority, 
now revived in its Credit, flouriſhing in its Trade, reco- 
vered in its Reputation, and triumphing over its former 
Enemies, by whom it was thus reduced; ſtrengthened with 
uncommon Union at home, as well as univerſal Alliances 
and Influence over all Europe, Methinks I hear him fay, 
J leave Lorain to France; I leave them Dunkir+ reſtored ; 
their ancient Enemy, the Houſe of Auſtria, humbled ; and 
Flanders in their Power, whenever they pleaſe to take it; 
but, above all, I leave my Countrymen Trade, and Manu- 
factures, as my particular Bequeſts, hoping they will never 
want ſufficient Encouragement to purſue them. Laſtly, 
I leave to my Family all the ready Money now in my Poſ- 
ſeſhon, which amounts to the full Sum of 13007, to be 
equally divided amongſt them. if 675 gh 
WIE I to compare this Character with that of another 
Prime Miniſter, who ſhall be nameleſs, how would the 
Parallel run? After as long, and even as abſolute an Admi- 
niſtration, can he ſay that he did. not find his Country in a 
flouriſhing Condition? Can he ſay that any one Tax is re- 
duced? Can he deny that, after above twenty Vears Peace, 
but a trifling Part of the national Debt hath been diſcharged, 
notwithſtanding the ample Proviſion made for that Purpoſe, 
many LVears ago? Is the Reputation and Honour of that 
Country eſtabliſhed abroad? Is ſhe not involved in a Multi- 
tude of incomprehenſible and contradictory Treaties ? W 
| | 6 
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he conciliated, as he ought to do, the Hearts and Aﬀec- 
tions of the People to his Royal Mafter ? Or, being utterly 
Tegardleſs of all thefe, is he not content to ſum up ths 
whole with ſaying ; Item, I leave my Relations forty of the 
beſt Employments in the Nation, for Life; and to my el- 
deſt Son, half a Million of Money, beſides a plentiful Pro- 


viſion to all my younger Children? 


_— — tl. 
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3 CRAFTSMAN, Maxcn 3, 1739. 


1 MUST. take Notice, that the whole Nation ſeems 
to be ſiezed with an Epidemical Frenzy, on Account 
of the late Convention; and that one can hardly meet 
with any Body not poſſeſſed with it. I have heard, in- 
deed, of. three or four Perſons, who have eſcaped this ge- 
neral Diſeaſe, and ſhewn themſelves to be in their right 
Senſes, by not being aſhamed of approving. the Conven- 
tion, This is a ſufficient Proof that it muſt be a go E 
Treaty; fince thoſe, who made it, are certainly the beſt 
Judges whether it anſwers their Deſigns or not. For my | 
Part, as I am ſufficiently convinced that it is a moſt excel- 
lent Treaty, according to all the Rules and political Ob- 
ſervations of Antiquity, I think the laſt Piece of Service I 
ſhall be able to do my Country, will be to ſhew the Errors 
of Judgment, which are the true Cauſe of the preſent De- 
lirium. ö 173 | | Tres 
Our Minds have been too intent upon the Reſtitution 
and future Security, which ought to be obtained for our 
Merchants, ever ſince the Year 1726; and all Phyſicians 
ſay, that a conſtant Application of 8 upon one Ob- 
ject is apt to turn our Brains. But our Expectations being 
raiſed to the higheſt Pitch, and the Neceſſity of abſolutely 
determining it, inſiſted upon, will not ſuffer them to obſerve 
the Wiſdom, with which it is done, and the neceſſary Be- 
nefits that will acerue to the Nation from what is done. 
They think this Treaty is big with many Evils in Conſe- 
quences they deduce from it, which have been largely ag- 
gravated to the World. But if you preſs it home to them, 
in their Intervals of Senſe, to know what are the Wards 2 
3 | l 


thy made Citizens of Rome, as they deſerved. 
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| the Treaty itſelf, which gives them Offence, they fay the 


Treaty is nothing, and fall a laughing. This puts me in 
Mind of a Story that old Men love to tell, of ſome Indians, 
filed Princes, who were here ſome Years ago. Amongſt other 
Things, they-were to be entertained with a Whipt Syllabub, 
and they fell ſo greedily upon it, that no ſooner were their 
Spoons in their Mouths, than they gaped and flared at one 
another, and burſt out at once into a loud Fit of Laughter : 
Notwithſtanding which we all know that a Whipt Sylla- 
bub is a very good Thing, and makes a very pretty Figure 


on a Table, though it muſt be allowed that there is no great 


Subſtance in it. I ſhall leave the Application to the 

Reader, and return to the Convention, which will be found 

to be one of the moſt accompliſhed Pieces of its Kind. 
Fox, firſt, foreign Nations cannot be jealous that any 


unnatural Alliance is defigned by it, to alter the Ballance 


of Europe; or that we are more favoured in our Trade 
than any other Nation; which two Suppoſitions, but a few 
Years ago, put all Europe into a Flame, about the Vienna 


"TR © * 


BRSID ES, we had before tryed all former Remedies, as 
well as ſeveral new Inventions, which could be found in the 
whole Quackery of Negotiation. But they all proved in- 
effectual; and therefore it was found neceſſary to reſort to 
one of MachiavePs political Maxims, to avoid the middle 
Way; for he ſeems fond of that Part of the Roman Hiſ- 


_ tory, which may be applied to this Point. — When the Se- 


nate were debating what they ſhould do with the Priver- 
nates, one of the Senators aſked them, If we ſhould par- 
© don you this Time, what Peace could we hope for from 
you. — To which they anſwered ; '< that if it be upon 
good Terms, it will be firm and perpetual; but if it is 
upon ill Terms, it will hardly laſt long.“ Thus were 


E T it be conſidered in this Light, without entering into 
the Diſpute, whether England was the great naval Power in 
the Reign of Queen Elizabetb, and Spain in the Infancy of 


it, under Philip II. or whether ours hath declined ſince 


Philip V. hath made Spain the chief naval Power. It is 


ſufficient for us to know that we have been ready, (at ſome 


Expence, indeed) to exert our Superiority on the Main; and 
it is the Fault of the Spaniards, that they would not mind 


tit, nor give us the Trouble of beating them. But as we fcorn- 

ed to treat with them in the uſual inſolent Manner of a 

conquering Power, it was certainly very generous as to our- 
„ 5 | | 


ſelves, 


. 1 ( 252 ) . 
ſielves, and polite ie png them, before we examined and 
ſettled the Cauſes of our Diſputes, to recal aur Fleet; for 
it would nat have been very civil to hold the Rod over 
their Heads, during the Negotiation. z nor politick, - accord- 
ing to the Rules of obtaining a. firm and perpetual Peace; 


the old Maxim of treating Sword in Hand, being now 


found by Experience to be quite 5 tho” it was urged 
very ſtrongly in Juſtification of the late famous Fleet at 
Sprthead : for as the diſtinguiſhing Character of a Spaniard 
is his Pride, ſo nothing influences him mare, to good or il] 
Actions, than his Punto. Since therefore it is neceſſary to 
make it a good Peace, on their Side, and to lay them under 
the ſtrongeſt Obligations of Honour to obſerve it, we ought 
to give up any Thing that may tend to prevent it. 
By theſe Means, we bind them down by their own Intereſt 
and Honour to accept of a laſting and honourable Peace; 
and ſurely nothing could be better contrived for thaſe falu- 
' tary Ends than the late Convention; for if Spain could 
have been prevailed 1 7 85 in the Situgtion of Affairs laſt 
Year, to give our Mi 
Treaty, for aſcertaining and eſtabliſhing all our Rights, for 
the future, their preyailing Eloquence would have got-it ap- 
proved, as uſual ; but long Experience hath ſhewn, that al] 
ſuch Methods were only Delays for a Year ; and therefore 
upon the whole, taken together or ſeparately, it is demon- 
ſtrable that the late Convention, which is ſaid to contain 
nothing, is for that very Reaſon the beſt and ſureſt Way 
of ſettling a laſting Peace. CHEE 
Tre Wiſdom and Prudence of this Treaty, or Conven- 
tion, being thus eſtabliſhed in general ; let us examine thoſe 
Particulars, which diſordered and rambling Imagination en- 


> 


deaveur to find Fault with in it, 1 


Quz paying for the Sponjhh Fleet, deſtroyed by us in 


the Year 1718, makes them ſtark mad, whenever it is 
mentioned; and all this from not attending to the Nature 
and Cauſes of Things. Let them only recollect that, but a 
few Years ago, it was very much the Language here, that 


Sbdain would never forget nor forgive our deſtroying that Fleet. 


hat therefore can be more palitick than ſuch a Spunge 
ta wipe it out of their Memory? What does it ſignify that 
we take a little Shame to ourſelves by it ? Though our Ad- 
mirals and Commanders were repreſented by Spain as a Pack 


of Pyrates; yet we {ball obtain this immediate Benefit from 


it, that an End will be put to the Repriſals, which Spain 


hath been ever ſince making upon us, under that Pre- 


tence; 
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iniſters ſome general Words in a 
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tence ; and that we may long continue the good Friend and 
Ally of Spain. — As à Proof of this, I will give you an In- 
ſtance from our owh Hiſtory; where an Expedient of the 
fame Nature removed all Jealouſtes between us and Holland, 
and made us good Friends ever fince. 4 1 IT 
Is thoſe memorable Wars between England and Holland, 
in the Reign of Charles II. we took à great many of their 


_ Ships.” In the Wars, that followed after, between them and 


France, we food neuter, though the Ballance of Europe, 
and even the Prefervation of this Nation, were thought, b 
the diſaffected Patriots in thoſe Times, to be very mut 
concerned in the Queſtion. "The Views of the Court and 
Miniſtry being of a contraty Nature, made them prudent- 


Yy affiit Franze in aggrandizing herſelf. They were in 
opes 


that the Clamours of the Nation upon this Account, 
would be ſileneed at that Time, by accepting their own 
Money, which they were always glad of a Pretence to do, 
raiſing of Forces, and equipping a Fleet. But when all 
this was done, the Miniſters wiſely kept them at Home, for 
the Support of other Meaſures, and faving the Effuſion of 
fo much Blood and Treaſure as was afterwards fpent to a 
much better Purpoſe; for it was impoſſible that there could 


be any Cordiality between us and Holland, whilſt they faw 


us making uſe of their Ships. On the other Hand, France 
was willing, from the Regard ſhewn'to them at that Time, 
to do tis the greateſt Services, With this View, they took 
great Numbers of our Merchant Ships, and if they found 


them to be Durch built, they were confifeated, without any 


other Proof; the Caſe being as plain as if met in any parti- 


cular Courſe of Navigation in the Veſt Indies. — How 


much are we now obliged to them for it; ſince the two Na- 
tions have ever ſince been united in Intereſt; by which 
Means we obtained the glorious Revolution, the preſent 
Royal Family, and the Reduction of France to that low 
Condition, in which we now ſee it? | 


T Heads of Multitudes ate likewiſe diſtracted with 


the deplorable Thoughts of the Loſs of Georgia. They re- 


_ capitulate the Advantages of it; the Expence of it to the 


Nation ; the charitable Contributions towards the Support of 
it'; the Employment of our Poor; and that our Right to it 
was as well known formerly as it is now. But let them 


conſider how much the Nation is burthened with "Taxes, 
| according to their own Confeſſion ; and therefore, if we 


can obtain a lafting Peace, what a confiderable Eaſe this 
will be to it, and how much our more valuable Colonies, en 
| well 


2 


e e 5 
well as Great Britain and Ireland, want Hands to carry on 
their flouriſhing Maunfactures; in which Caſe, the Wiſdom 


of ſuch a Meaſure cannot fail of its due Applauſe. | 
Tu South Sea Company's being obliged to pay 68,0001. 
down immediately. to Spain, without any —— to 
325,000 l. allowed by Spain to be due to them, runs ve 
much in the ſame Peoples Heads; for they are apt to loo 
upon Treaties in a mercantile Light, and think that one 
Debt ſhould at leaſt be ſet againſt another. But Princes, 
are mighty Things, and above thoſe low Forms of mecha- 
nick Juſtice. In order to purchaſe Amity, we are ſome- 
time obliged, | for Reaſons of State, to give up a little Money 
Affair, for the Sake of greater Advantages; and it were to 
be wiſhed that Holland had been as wiſe, in 1677, when they 
made Peace with this Nation. © * They offered to reſtore 
© to each other what had been taken before, or during the 
War; and, in order to prevent all future Diſputes, a- 
< greed that each ſhould keep what they had taken, with- 
< out giving any Satisfaction. — But Charles II. ſtill infifted | 
< upon Satisfaction for the Bonaduenture, and the Good Hope, | 
© which were the prime Occaſion of the War. But the 
States would by no Means comply; alleging, that it ſhew- 
ed more Submiſhon and Dependance than was agreeable 
< to a free State; and ſurely. they did very impolitickly, 
for ſuch a Trifle, to diſoblige ſo great a Prince, who, q 
perhaps, never forgave it.. From whence it may be 
concluded, that when Treaties of Peace are made, no Care 
| 5 to be taken of the main Points, which occaſioned the 
B | | 1 5 
ITuERE is another Thing, which very much diſturbs 
the Minds of ſome People; that however the Money may 
be got, no ſtated Account being produced, every Thing is 
left to a future Diſcuſſion; but this is likewiſe for their 
good. In all ſuch Diſorders, it is certainly proper to put 
the Perſons, who are moſt infected, or moſt capable of 
ſpreading the 2 under ſome Reſtraints, that they 
mes be the mor ðé . ͤ ß 
on let them be caſt down about another Circumſtance, 
upon which indeed great Streſs hath been laid; viz. that 
this Treaty would do more than all our former Treaties, 
ſince we have now . moreover obtained the Great Seal of 
Spain for all our Rights; let them not deſpair, I ch upon 


finding that we have only got his Catholick Majeſty's Se- 

eret Seal to it; for I do aſſure them that it makes the pre- 

3 e e 8 
Eacbard's Hiſtory, Vol. III. p. 181. 
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of ſo much French Brandy here. 
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ſent Convention as valid and effectual as any of our former 


HAvIN G thus cleared up the Doubts and Obſcurities, 
which have oppreſſed theſe People's Minds, let them be en- 
livened by thoſe glorious Rays, which begin already to 
dawn upon us, and the laſting Benefits they may obtain 
for this Nation, by not inſiſting on the full Reparation they 
expected; for ſuch a Conceſſion will have great Weight 


to get the Act of Navigation repealed, as far as it relates to 
carrying of Sugars from our Colonies directly to Foreign 


Markets, without being obliged to bring them here firſt ; a 


Privilege which the French enjoy at preſent, and is one of 


the Reaſons aſſigned why they get the better of us in that 
Trade. Nay, as we do not ſee, at preſent, to be ſo much 
obliged to them as formerly, the Merchants may flatter 
themſelves with a farther Advantage, by. having the Duties 
on Rum taken off, which will prevent the Conſumption 
To this may be add- 
ed, that as Sweden hath been long taking our Stipends for 


nothing, and we want Pretences or Abilities to continue 


them, they have accepted them from France; which may 
now be a Reaſon for allowing ſuch Encouragement to our 


Plantations, as to give a Bounty for the Importation of 


American Iron, and laying higher Duties upon the Szwe- 
All theſe Things, I ſay, may be obtained at Laſt, 
for the Benefit of the Nation, upon this Account, and not 


be only a Douceur thrown out to cajole the Merchants. 
This would certainly enable them to pay very high Rates 


of Inſurance, as they muſt do, if the. Liberty of Search- 
ing in any Limits, or under any Pretences, be left to 
Spain, in our future Negotiations. But, at all Events, 
they will, no doubt, be amply provided for, ſome Way or 
other. _ 5 ON 
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CRAFTSMAN, Mancn 27, 1738-9 


[ANY Perſons, on. both Sides, have already given 


* : 


therefore I defire the fame; Privilege of publiſhing mine, 
which I think agrees with that of every Man in the King- 
dom, who wares ſpeak his Thoughts, and even of thoſe 
who. dare not. „ 3 Ar 


I wisk there wete no Grounds for the ObjeQions of 


the Malecontents, that there is nothing in it but what a 
Broker might have done, and a bad one too; finite it 
contains nothing but a Reference to an Account not pro- 
"duced, and a Balance to be paid by Somebody, who does 
not ſeem in Earneſt to deſign it. All the rel, ſay they, 
is quite a Myſtery, the Work of a K—ne and C-, 


upon whom the Fate of Greut Britain is to depend, not 


only whether we are to continue Maſters of the Sea, but 
whether we have a common Right to the Uſe of it, with- 
out the Licence und Permiſſion of theſe new pretended So- 
vereigns and Proprietors of half the World. Such is the 
Fluctuation and Inconſtanty of human Affairs, that Great 
Britain is reduc'd to fue for Peace from a proud and cruel! 
Nation, which was ſo lately obliged to beg it from our 
' victorious Arms! I do not know how this Change is 
brought about from any Loſs of Power, on our fide, or 
any Acquifition on theirs, except what is the Work of 
our own Hands, and at the Expence of this Nation, in aſ- 
fiſting them to conquer Kingdoms with our Fleets, which 
are now no longer formidable. The very Debts contract- 
ed, by theſe great Exploits, are made the Pretence for a 
Conduct, which becomes only the vanquiſh'd. After a 
Miniſter hath declared, in full Parliament, the Weakneſs 
of a State, which is the Effect of his own weak Meaſures, 
does he expect that a proud and ſubtle Adverſary will not 
take the Advantage of our Affairs? No, ſurely, he 

might have known that Reputation is the great Support 
both of Peace and War, When that is loſt, we muſt be 
the Prey of every Nation, which is diſpoſed to inſult us ; 
and, what is more to be apprehended, our Allies, if 'we 


have 


their Opinion in Print of the late Convention ; and 
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have any, . may deſert us, as of no Uſe, or Aſſiſtance, to 


them. This was the Caſe of the Latins, as we find it in 


 Eivy Tat Status ut neque Bellum, neque Pacem, pati 


As this is the ſole Excuſe why our Treaties come out ſo 


ſhort of what was expected, ſince Spain would give us no 
better, let us examine the Benefits and boaſted Fruits of 
this memorable. Convention, which the Miniſter hath taken 
intirely upon himſelf, and robb'd the reſt of his Fellow- 
Servants of all that Honour, if they have ſo much Senſe left 
as to take him at his Word, and get down in Time from 
that Horſe, upon which they are all now mounted, 

Let us, I fay, examine the Declaration agreed to, by 
the two Plenipo's of Great Britain and Spain; the Baſis, 
upon which the whole Treaty ſtands. Is not the Treaty of 
Utrecht invalidated, in ſome Meaſure, by this Accord, or 
Declaration? Are not the Rights and Intereſts of the 
South Sea Company facrificed to the unjuſt Demands of the 
Court of Spain ? Is not this great Company, eſtabliſhed 
by a folemn Treaty, confirmed by Act of Parliament, and 


of which his moſt facred Majeſty is Governor, put out of 


the Protection of the Crown, unleſs they redeem them- 
ſelves by a Fine of 68,000/? This is ſo extraordinary a 
Caſe, that I do not wonder it was left out of the Body of 
the Treaty, but only agreed to between our Plenipo's and 


theirs, and made a Condition fine qua non to the Ratifica- 
tion of the whole Convention. Had this been a theolo- 


ical Diſpute between Don Quadra and Don Aue, I 
ould not have been ſurprized at a Diſtinction ſo nice and 


Jeſuitical. But, alas ! this Expedient ſeems to be of our 


own Growth, and not that of Spain, If Don K—ne had 
been bred up to the Quibbles of our Law, I ſhould have 
ſuſpeted Him, But this was certainly the Invention of 


ſome learned Head in Veſiminſter Hall, in order to ſave 


the Honour of the Great Seal, and the Danger, which 
might ariſe from it. However, be it as it will, the Com- 
pany muſt pay the Money, or there is an End of the Con- 
vention ? Since our injured Merchants cannot have the pro- 
poſed Satisfaction for their . Loſſes, ſmall as it is, unleſs 
thoſe, who made the Treaty, would be pleaſed to pay it 
out of their own Pockets. 


So far I could forgive the two Dons of Ben and 


Spain, if they would condeſcend to ſtop here, and only 
fake this ſmall Fine from the Proprietors of the Company, 
Which I ſubmit to the Wiſdom and Honeſty of our py 

R 8 ! ent 


© 


hs > bl 


Ho 5 „ „ SG 
ſent Directors, who are not eaſily amuſed,” But what 
grieves me moſt, in this Affair, is another Demand, in 
which the Honour of the Nation is chiefly concerned. We 
are to pay, it ſeems, for the Damage ſuſtained by the 
Spantards, when we diſturbed their Fleet in the Conqueſt 
of Szc:ly, in the Year 1718. I thought fo then, and think 
ſo ſtill, that this was the moſt glorious Action of that 
Reign, as it, put a Stop to the haſty Growth of the naval. 
Power of Spain, preſerved Itah, and the Peace of Europe. 
Well but, ſay they, we agreed to reſtore them, by the 
Treaties of Madrid, Seville, &c. Why therefore di they 

not take them, when offered, but ſuffer them to rot at 
Port-Mahon.? Did they expect an Equivalent of ſo many 
Ships of War out of that brave Squadron, which con- 
quered them? But, alas! thoſe Treaties were very far 
from juſtifying this Conceſſion, in the general Opinion of 
the Nation, whatever they might elſewhere ; and perhaps, 
it would have been better, if it had never been mentioned 
in a Treaty, but a ſecret Way found out to gratify their 
Pretenſions, by giving them ſome other rotten Ships of like 
Value: © Inſtead of this, our Deſtruction of their Fleet hath. 
been repreſented, both by the Spaniards and their Tools in 
England, as an Act of Piracy; Sir George Byng and his 
Squadron are branded as Pirates; and conſequently the 
Robberies, Inſults, and Barbarities of the Spaniſh Guarda 
Coſtas are only juſt Reprizals upon us. So that I appre- 
hend the Balance of theſe Depredations, on both ſides, 
makes up the Account referred to in the Convention. 
This is what the Great Man ſays is making Spain pay 
Coſts, and acknowledging our Right to ſail to our own 
Plantations whenever we pleaſe. ES 

I TAKE this to be the Sum of his Triumph over the 
poor Spaniard ; and when they diſmiſs our Engliſh Dons, 
at the End of their Negotiations, we ſhall know what we 
have farther to pay. This, I ſay, is all that appears at pre- 
ſent ; for the whole is nothing but Miſt and Darkneſs, 
and we muſt go to the Pardo for farther Light and In- 
formation. When the eight Months are expired, from the 
24th of January laſt, we ſhall know the Fate of the 

Britiſh Commerce, and our Right to go to our own Colo- 
nies, if the Commiſſion of our Plenipo's ſhould not be con- 
tinued to the End of the next Seſſion of Parliament. 

Bor here I muſt aſk, why all this Solemnity about a 
trifling Sum, to be paid on one ſide, or the other? Are the 5 
great Points of viſiting, ſearching, Limits, and None | 
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ſeſſion of Georgia unſettled, and left to the Deciſion of 


Don Benjamin, and Don C—ſ—s ls it reeiprocally agreed 
already, on both fides, without the Knowledge of theſe 
two great Plenipos? For what can they do at Matrid 2 © 
Are they to ſtay till the Seas are meaſured, in order to | 
limit the Navigation of Great Britain; or are they to ſee 


our Colonies fairly divided? Whatever Reſtraints we 
may think proper to admit upon our own Navigation; I 


can never believe that ſuch unlimited Powers are given to 


any two Men, without Conſent of Parliament, even to 


thoſe of the moſt exalted Underſtandings; and therefore I 
muſt: conclude: that this Bargain is already ſtruck and con- 
cluded; though, perhaps, not yet proper to ſee the Light. 
But what we do not fee, or rather what we are delired 
not to ſee, is ſeen by all Europe, and by every Man in 


England, who hath his Eyes open, notwithſtanding the 


thin Veil thrown before them. It is a Matter of too much 
Triumph for a proud Nation to conceal any Conceſſions 
made to them of the Rights and Commerce of Great Bri- 
tain, and their Superiority over us in this Negotiation; 
though our great Man is fo happy as to procure an Appro-- 
bation of all his Meaſures, paſt, preſent, and to come. 

Ix is certain, at leaſt, that the State of the Queſtion 
upon this Subject is alter d from what it was laſt Year ; for 
it ſeems that we are not, indeed, to be liable to be ſtop- 
ed, viſited, or ſearched, on the open Seas, or to any other 
Violation or Infraction of the ſaid Treaties; the mutual 


DO Obſervance thereof, and a juſt Regard to the Privileges be- 


longing to each other, being the only Means of maintain- 
ing a good Correſpondence between the two Nations. But 
no Notice is taken of the Declaration and Reſolution, laſt 
Year, that no ſorts of Goods, Merchandizes, or Effects, 
carry's from one Part of his Majeſty's Dominions to any 
other Part thereof, were to be deemed or taken as contra- 
band, or prohibited Goods, by any Treaty ſubſiſting be- 
tween the Crowns of Great Britain and Spain. Beſides, 
the Manner, in which the Article of not Viſiting, Stopping, 
or Searching, on the open Seas, is to be reſtrained, with 
regard to the Privileges belonging to Spain, gives Us too 


much Cauſe to apprehend that our Navigation 1s to be con- 
_ fined to ſome Limits, with Reſpect to their Coaſt, beſides 


their Ports and Havens ; and that if we tranſgreſs thoſe 
Limits, if there ſhould be found on Board any ſuch Ship, 
what they call contraband Goods, the whole ſhall be 
deemed a legal Seizure, and. confiſcated, 
EAT 0 8 How- 
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How vz the Matter ſtands. between our great Man 


and Don Quadra, I ſincerely. wiſh, from the Bottom of 


my Soul, both for the ſake of the Miniſter, as well as my 
King and Country, that the Con on may go no farther. 
How fatal would it be to this Natiorf to give Spain a Right 
of ſearching our Ships, under any Pretence whatſoever, 
but as it is already limited by Treaties ; and what Treaty is 
there between Us, which gives them a Right to ſearch, any 


more than ourſelves? Let them examine every Treaty men- 


tioned and confirmed by this Convention, and they will 
find the Caſe: to be as I have repreſented it. Have 
not we the ſame Right to ſearch a. Galleon or two, if we 
find them ſtraggling near our Shores, as they have to 


ſearch any of our Ships? Let this be the Condition, and 
we aſk no more. But ſhall we ſuffer the Spaniardi to call 


the whole Ocean their own, and give Laws to a Nation, 


which, they never conquered,” except by Treaties? We are 


as yet a maritime Power, and: ſuperior: to any other in 
Europe. But God only knows: how long that may be our 


Caſe, Our Seamen are the Life and Strength. of this 
Country. They do not only ſupport our maritime Force, 


but are the very Being of our Commerce; and that Com- 


merce is the Nurſery of our Seamen. If any Branch of our 
Frade ſuffers by Force, or other Interruptions, for a con- 


ſiderable Time, that Trade muſt be loſt, and the Nurſery 


of our Seamen ſo far deſtroyed. But what is ſtill of more 


fatal Conſequence, the Spirit and Valour of our Seamen, ſo 


famous throughout the whole known World, muſt be 


damped by the frequent Inſults and Abuſes of a cruel and 


contemptible Enemy, till they become as tame as that 


Enemy can wiſh, or as they were formerly themſelves. 
From ſuch a melancholy Proſpect, what have we not to 
fear? From ſuch Evils, good Lord deliver us, and bring 


the Authors to Shame and Confuſion. At. leaſt, let us not 
throw ourſelves headlong into the Houſe of Bondage. But 


as no ſuch Treaty yet appears, we may ſafely conclude, that 


Meſſieurs Ke and C---/t---s. will: be fuſpended, before 


they are able to accompliſh all this Miſchief, 


The 
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The CRAFTSMAN, {(Haimes's.) 
SATURDAY, Marzcn 27, 1739. on 


To the Right Honourable $— R .—, Re. 


HIN promiſed the Publick a Syſtem of Politicks, 
or rather aPlan of Operations, for reſcuing the Nation 
from the Difficulties and Danger into which the Ingratitude 
and Perfidy of France and Spain have plunged her, I moſt 
humbly beg your Patronage of ſo honeſt and neceſſary a 


Work. I am ſtill untinctured with Party-Prejudices, I am 


altogether unbiaſs'd by popular Clamour, I am quite averſe 
to 8 Tod diſdain any nriſferbrow Means to 
diſtreſs you; wherefore, as I with you no harm, I hope I 
ſhall give you no Offence, in ſpeaking with that Freedom 
which is attached to the Birth-Right of a Briton, when 


| accompanied with Duty to his King and Country, and a 
becoming Reſpe& to their Miniſter: wh 


I wisH, with all my Soul, that the Convention had been 
fuch as to have deſerved univerſal Approbation ; but, in my 
humble Opinion, Mr. Keene deſerves Cenſure for the Pre- 
amble of it. We were Complainants, we were Demanders 
of Satisfaction for the attroceſt Aﬀronts, the greateſt Inju- 
Ties that, perhaps, any. one independant Nation had ever 
received from another ; and after fruitleſs Treaties, after 
numerous, tedious Negotiations to no Purpoſe, we armed, 
at a vaſt Expence, to obtain that Satisfaction for the num- 
berleſs Robberies committed upon us by the Spaniards, 


which had been fo long and fo infolently denied to our Soli- 


citations and Entreaties : we armed, I fay, to obtain that 
Satisfaction, and to vindicate the Honour of our inſulted 


Country, and therefore the Preamble to the Convention - 


ought to have been couch'd in a Stile ſuitable to the Occa- 


| fron, inſtead of obliquely giving the Lye, in the Face of all 


3 Europe, 
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to our Advantage, 


Europe, to the Reſolutions of both Houſes of Parliament, 
and their reſpective Addreſſes to our Sovereign. Whereas, 


ſays the Preamble, Differences have ariſen between the 
two Crowns of Great Britain and Spain, on Account of 
© the Viſiting, Searching, and Taking of Veſſels, the 


'< Seizing of Effects, the Regulating of Limits, and other 


© Grievances alleged on each Side, as well in the Vest 
Indies as elſewhere, c.“ Here, Sir, permit me to ob- 
ſerve, that Differences is a very ſoft, a very tender Word, 
indeed, for Plunders, Robberies, Impriſonments, and Mur- 
ders, Permit me likewiſe. to obſerve further, that the 
Searching and Taking of Veſſels, and the Seizing of Effects, 
ſeem to have been but the Conſequences of viſiting, as 


the Word is placed in this Preamble, and the finding con- 


traband Goods on board. This, at firſt Sight, diſculps the 
Spaniards, throws all the Faults upon Britons, makes us 
guilty of carrying on an illicit Trade, and gives the World 
to underſtand that we have been unjuſt, both in our Com- 


plaints and our Conduct. The Words, and other Griev- 


© ances alleged on each Side, as well in the Veſt Indies as 
© elſewhere, Oc.“ 1 too are very far from being 

On each Side, may be conſtrued that 
Damages were equal on both Sides; that the Spaniards had 
as good a Right to complain of Injuries, and demand Satis- 
faction, as we had; and, conſequently, that the Noiſe we 
made About our Loſſes was a Clamour as unjuſtifiable as our 


Trade was illicit. If ſo, Sir, what becomes of the Reſo- 


Jutions and Addreſſes of the Legiſlature, and his Majeſty's 
moſt gracious and heroick Anſwers: to them? Regulating. of 


Limits, and elſewhere, are alſo Words of a large Extent ; 


they prognoſticate no great Succeſs to us in a future Treaty, 
and may as well ſquint at Port-Mahon, Gibralter, and 
Jamaica, as at Georgia, I may, perhaps, be ſingular in 
m . may be ſo; but had I been in 
Mr. Leenes Place, I would as ſoon have parted with m 

Right-hand, as have ſigned ſuch a Preamble ; or, == 
any Preamble that was not to the following Purport. .. 

| © WHEREAS. the Governors of the Havanna, Porto- 
Rico, and other Places in the Spaniſh Weſt Indies, have, 
c contrary to the Intentions of his Catholick Majeſty, and 
in Violation of the Treaties ſubſiſting between the two 
£ Crowns of Great Britain and Spain, commiſſioned Guarda 


| © Cofta's to cruize on all Britiſb Ships, failing to and from 


Great Britain and. her American Colonies ; and whereas 


the ſaid Guarda Coſta's have, contrary to the above Trea- 


“ ties 


(263) 


„ties and the Law of Nations, ſeized and made Prize of 


« ſeveral Britiſh Ships on the high Seas, and alſo treated the 


Commanders and Crews of the ſaid Ships with a Barbarity 


never before practiſed among civilized Nations, nor ever 


c known amongſt the moſt cruel Barbarians, to the great 


Damage of the Merchants of Great Fritain, to the-Stag- 
© nation of their Trade, and to the high Diſhonour of the 
© Britiſh Nation: And whereas the King of Great Britain, 
< thro? his paternal Affection to his Subjects, and the Pro- 


© tection he owes them, by his kingly Office, and from a a 


< juſt Regard to his own perſonal Honour, and the Dignity 
of his Crown, has cauſed the manifold Depredations, 
« Plunders, Murders, Imprifonments, and other Cruelties, 


_ © Barbarities, and Injuſtices, committed by the Spaniſh Go- 


< vernors'and Guarda Coſta's, on the Effects and Perſons of 
< his ſaid Subjects, to be repreſented to his Catholick Ma- 


© jeſty, with Demand of immediate Satisfaction for the 
© ſame; and his Catholick Majeſty, thro' his known Equity 


tand Juſtice, and Abhorrence of ſuch barbarous Proceed- 
5 ings in his Subjects, being diſpoſed not only to-give the 


. * ſaid Satisfaction, and ample Security againſt ſuch Injuries 


© and Inſults for the future, but to ſhew the brotherly 
Affection he has for his Britannick Majeſty, as well as 
© Regard for the Honour of the Britiſb Nation, and mani- 
< feſt” the Sincerity of his Intentions to prevent an open 
© Rupture between the two Crowns; for theſe Reaſons his 
< Majeſty the King of Great Britain, and his Majeſty the 


„ King of Spain, have, Sc.“ A Preamble of this Nature, 


Sir, would have become a Nation poſſeſſed of two hundred 


Men of War, and ſuch a Preamble it is not to be doubted 


but Mr. Kzene had Inſtructions to inſiſt upon, and which it 
is as little to be doubted was refuſed by Spain, thro* the un- 
derhand Inſtigations of France. 1 

I AM fo thoroughly perſuaded that you have not only 


Bowels for your Country, but Talents to ſerve her effectually, | 


tho* ſome ſanguine Writers will not allow that you have 
either; this, I ſay, I am ſo thoroughly perſuaded of, that I 


am morally ſure nothing has been wanting on your Side, as 
far as the almoſt inſuperable Obſtacles you met with would 


ive you Leave to exert yourſelf. But, alas! Sir, thoſe 
bſtacles, by the principal of which I mean the Artifices 
and underhand Intrigues of France, will always exiſt, ex- 
cept you reſolve to rouſe up all that is worthy and great in 
u, and courageouſly” determine to break thro' them, 
hen you take that Reſolution, ſo worthy of Your 
"WS | 0 


— — — — — 


** 


* n 


ſtood in need of the Aſſiſtance of the Mouſe, I ſhall -hum- 
bly make you an Offer of mine, in ſuch practicable Advice, 
as, with your Approbation, can hardly fail to diſintangle 
your Country, bring down the Haughtineſs of Spain, and 
turn the Tables once more upon France. But previous to 
that Advice, give me leave, Sir, to offer. a Word or two 
concerning the Conduct of the Court of Verſailles, and to 
quit the Convention without preſuming to meddle with any 
or me Arches ͤ ß ama Dock 
Ix you have been reprehenſible in any Part of your Con- 
duct, as to foreign Affairs, you have been in nothing more 


Honour ef the French Court, Candid, grateful, and fin» 


indeed would have been but natural for you to expect, if 


that no Truſt is to be repoſed in the Gratitude, or Honour, 
of the French Miniſters and their Monarchs. France has 
had but one Charlemagne, but one St. Louis, and but one 
Charles the Seventh, in all the Courſe of her Monarchy, 
J am, therefore, afraid that your Credulity and good 
Opinion of her has made your 8 her 3 and if 
we are become ſo, we muſt now implore your utmoſt En+ 
deavours to ſhield us from her Deſigns, and that Power to 


Side, has contributed to raiſe her. 


| Ir France has deſigned us no Evil fince the happy Ac- 
_ ceflion of the auguſt Houſe of Han 


Great Britain, how came the preſent French King to take 
upon himſelf to. promiſe King Philip to procure him the 


Paris the gth of Fanuary, 1719, N. S. and I think it is as 
evident that, after ſuch a Piece of —— what ſhall I call it, 
Sir ?—in preſuming to promiſe any Part of our Dominions 
to another Prince, Britain ought to have kept the French 


leaſt, permitting the Progreſs of thoſe Meaſures that.haves 
4 os bb | 5 


Reſtoration of Gibraltar, which ſo ſenſibly touches the whole 


Spani/> Nation, and which her King has fo earneſtly deſired of a 
r : TER ll 


ſo worthy of a Miniſter of Great Britain. I dare to venture 
to pronounce: you triumphant. As the Lion in the Toils 


ſo, than in the Confidence you have had in the Faith and 


cere in yourſelf, you thought the French Miniſter would repay 
you with equal Candour, Sincerity, and Gratitude; this 


Hiſtory, for near eleven Centuries, had not warned you, 


which your Conduct, tho? without any ill Intention on your 


over to the Crown of 


Reſtoration of Gibraltar? That Lauis XV. promiſed. ſuch 
a Thing, is evident from his own * Manifeſto, publiſhed at 


Court at Arms-Length, inſtead of chiming in with, or, at 


be Words are, his Majeſty's Promiſe to. procure him the 
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| Gnce the Death of Queen Anne, contributed to the preſent. 


overgrown monſtrous Power of France, . | | 
Ir France has r* us no Evil fince the Death of 
Queen Anne, why did ſhe, in Violation of that fo much, 
by the Daily Gazetteer Writers, cryed-out-againſt Treaty of 
Uerecht, open the Harbour of Duntirt, and put it in a 
Condition to receive Ships of 40 or 50 Guns? And why 
did Great Britain indolently and tamely ſuffer ſo Prin 2 
3 of one of the very beſt Articles of the Treaty of 
Is France has no Evil in Petto for us and the Proteſtant 


Religion, why is ſhe endeavouring to defeat the King of 


Pruffia of his Right to the Dutchies of Fuliers and Berpue? 
And why is ſhe putting herſelf to what would be others 
wiſe a needleſs, and, indeed, very uſeleſs Expence in make- 


ing a Harbour at Gravelines, in adding new Fortifications 


to Boulogne, and in fortifying and enlarging the Port of 
Cherbourg? If ſhe has no latent Deſigns againſt Britain, 
why is ſhe fortifying ſo many Frontiers at once juſt oppo» 
fite to us ? - | | | * 
Ir France has no Deſigns againſt our preſent happy Eſta. 
bliſhment, why has ſhe entered into a Treaty of Subſidy 
with Sweden, which will coſt her Nine Millions of Livres, 
in order to keep that Crown from entering into any Trea- 
ty for ten Years to come, with any Power in Europe, by 


which is principally meant Great Britain, without the Con- 


ſent of France? And why ſhe has been leaving no Stone 


unturned to bring Denmark to a of the like Subſidy 
upon the like Conditions? Are theſe Meaſures any Tokens 


of Friendſhip to us, or are they not rather Prognoſticks of 


ſome ſudden Miſchief deſigned againſt our Country, when 


France has ſecured all our antient Allies to herſelf, or at 
leaſt weaned them from us? — With this View is ſhe not 
alſo endeavouring, with all her uſual Arts and Intrigues, to 
get Ruſſia into an Alliance with her? If ſhe ſucceeds ſhe 
doubles our Difficulties. | | Hs 
Ou News-Papers tell us, that France is likewiſe make- 

ing a Treaty with Spain, for the reciprocal Security of their 
Trade and Navigation in America; can you then, Sir, if 


this News be true, have a clearear Demonſtration that the 


Intrigues of Verſailles, have clogged all your Negotiations at 
Madrid, for obtaining Satisfaction for our plundered Mer- 


_ chants, future Security for our Trade, and Reparation of Ho- 


nour for our inſulted Country? No, Sir, you cannot; France 


bas clogged all your Meaſures, and traverſed every Step of 


your 


your Conduct for the Intereſt. of Britain, even when yon 
were obliging her moſt. But in the Return ſhe has all along 
made you, ſhe has not been more ungrateful nor more un- 
- Juſt to you and Great Britain, than ſhe has been to all o- 
ther Perſons and States that ever were ſerviceable to her. 
aples,. Sicily in general, and the ſacrificed People of Meſſina 
in particular, Cyprus, Cenaa, Poland, Metz in Larrain, 
Ireland, King James II. the Duke of Mantua, and a Mul- 
titude of other illuſtrious Perſons and Places, are ſtanding 
Monuments of her Perfidy and Ingratitude, and will remain 
fo to the lateſt Poſterity. Pilate, who Hiſtorians ſay was 
a Frenchman (that is, born in the Country now called France) 
put the Queſtion to our Lord JESUS CHRIST, Quid eſt 
Fiat ut did not ſtay, for an Anſwer; which was ſuffi- 
cient to ſhew, that his Countrymen of old had not the leaſt 
Acquaintance wich Truth, and that he had as little deſire to 
know her as a" them. His waſhing his Hands demon- 
ſtrated that he had been a ſhuffling Raſcal ab origine; and I 
... Know a certain modern Miniſter, who perhaps, by Way of 
Imitation, is always rubbing his Hands over one another 
and ſmiling moſt graciouſſy, when he is- promiſing any 


Thing he never intends to perform, and negotiating with a 
Deſign to deceive.  - | ring FED 
x, when I think how France has uſed you, how ſhe 
has abuſed your but too fatally good Opinion of her, I can 
_ . "hardly keep within the Bounds of Patience. You know 
beſt, indeed, what Advances, what Proffers of her good 
Offices ſhe made to you, for accommodating Matters be- 
tween Great Britain and Spain, when ſhe ſaw the Reſent- 
ment of Britons beginning to kindle into a Rage at the 
daily Wrongs they {TR and the haughty, the affected 
Delays of the Spaniſb Court to give them Satisfaction. Theſe 
Things, I ſay, you are certainly the beſt Judge of; but 
the whole Br:t/ Nation may now eaſily perceive, that while 
the French pretended to the Office of Mediators, they prac- 
tiſed that of Sowers of Contention, and took the Opportu- 
nity of our arming, to make a Marriage between the In- 
fant Don Philip, and the eldeſt Daughter of Louis XV. if 
not likewiſe another between the Dauphin and the eldeſt 

Infanta of Spain. Thoſe Marriages threaten us with the 
moſt dangerous Conſequences. The eldeſt Madame of 
France is to arrive in Spain before the Expiration of the 
eight Months allowed for our Treaty, now begun I ſup- 
poſe, with the Catholick Court; and then every Man may 

| gueſ how the Treaty is likely to go. 1 

| | 1 
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Treaty may ſpin out not only eight 
until the Deſigns of France and Spain againſt us are ripe, for 


_ Conſequence of all which will be, the putting the xz 244 


„„ Tons 
I x but the firſt of thoſe ws #7 takes Place, the 

x | onths, but likewiſe 
Execution.  - Beſides, Sir, it is eaſy to foreſee, by that Mar- 


* 


riage, that the Duke of Lorrain is not to continue lo 


Great Duke of Taſcany, nor the Emperor to hold the Poe 
ſeſion of Parma and . Placentia, No, Sir, thoſe three 


Dutchies will, in all human Appearance, fall to the Share 


of Don Philip, and Jer probably be erected into a King- 
dom, for the greater Grandeur of the eldeſt Madame of 


France. Nay, Sir, his N Majeſty will alſo, in all 
Probability be beiße of the Milaneze too, if another Mar- 
riage takes Place that is talked of, between the ſecond Ma- 
dame of France and the King of Sardinia's eldeſt Son; the 


has 


further out of Condition of being an uſeful Ally to Great 
Britain upon any future Occaſion 3 to which the Turkiſh 
War, privately kept up by France, under the Maſk of a 
pretended Mediation, will further contribute. And-yet this 
is not all the Damage we are to expect from thoſe Marri- 
ages, or even the firſt of them; a total Prohibition of our 


Trade to the greateſt part of Italy will immediately follow, if 


we don't patiently ſubmit to the Search and Seizure of our 
Ships by the Spaniſb Guarda Coſta's in the Ameritan Seas, 
and the Confiſcation of them by the Courts of Judicature 
in the Spaniſh Weſt Indies; or if we don't in Time exert 
that Strength, of which our Situation and the Products of 
theſe Iſlands and the Seas that ſurround them have ſtill left 
us Maſters, notwithſtanding all loſt Opportunities, and all 
paſt Errors. ee e Re. MAGE : ' : 
A LATE Dutch Mail tells us, in the Article from Ma- 
- drid, that the Spaniſh King ſent Orders to all his Sea Ports 
in Spain, for an Account of the Number of Seamen be- 


longing to them, and. that their Number, after an exact 
Enquiry, was found to amount to 30, ooo; of which I 


may venture to affirm that half are natural-born Sub- 
jects of Britain. The fame Mail further ſays, that the 


Fpaniards are fitting out a Fleet at Cadiz with all poſ- 


ble Expedition. But what Service can it be for, Sir, 
except againſt Tyſcany, if you are ſure of the Intentions 
of Spain to grant that future Security to our Trade and Na- 
vigation in America, which not only our Honour, but even 
our Preſervation obliges us to inſiſt upon, let the Expence, 
or even the Danger be never ſo great? It is better to die like 
Men, with our Swords in our Hands, than to negotiate 
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(268) 
ourſelves into the wretched, the defpicable Condition of be- 
ing trampled upon and treated as Slaves, by a Nation, that, 
notwithſtanding all cheir Pride and Infolence, never were, 
nor ever can be a Match for us but through our own Fault, 


* 


greater Curſe, Corruption. 


whether that Fault proceeds from Infatuation, or from that 


A SAFE and honourabſe Peace I am afraid you can 
never expect from Spain, wirhout the Mediation of Blows, 
as long as the Intrigues of France can prevent it. Spain, 
indeed, ſeems to liſten to Terms of Accomadation, and has 
even ſigned a Convention 475 may not this poſſſbly be 
all Grimace on her Side? Does the not want to get home her 
Hie Ships and Galleons, in which the Wool of Great 

ritain and Ireland has given the French the beſt Share? 


y arrive, which I dare venture to ſay will be be- 


fore the Treaty is finiſhed, you may, perhaps, hear her 


change her Note. 

Grve me leave to conclude in reminding you, that 
Louis XV. not only promiſed, but engaged himſelf to ob- 
tain for the King of Spain the Reſtitution of Gilralter; 
theſe, Sir, are the very Words of the Frenth King's Mani- 
feſto ; but upon what Grounds he made fo unprecedented a 


| Promiſe, and entered info ſo ſurpriſing an Engagement, 1 
halt not enquire ; the Promiſe is made, the Engagement is 


entered into, the King of Spain will always infift upon the 
Performance of them, and the French King has likewiſe an 
Intereſt to perform them if poſſible ; becauſe he then re- 


moves the great Bar which the Treaty of Utrech? put to 


the Junction of the Tal and Breft Squadrons, which is one 
of the beſt Things that ever hath been done for Britain. 
This Promiſe of the French King is, indeed, Sir, a knotty 


Point; and (I repeat it once more) my humble Opinion is, 


that we can have no ſolid Peace with Spain, let her fign 
never ſo many Conventions and Treaties, as long as Gibral- 
ter emains in our Hands, or until we bravely declare to 
her, by the Mouths of our Cannon, that Britain is now re- 


folved to bury herſelf in her own Ruins, rather than either 


ingloriouſly part with Gibralter, or baſely ſubmit to Depreda- 
tions or Inſults, through any Conſiderations whatſoever, 
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SATURDAY, FrB8RUARY, 22, 1739. 


a DO not remember a more notorious. In- 


chan the Yhite-Priars Pacquet of Saturday 
” . laſt, upon the Convention lately ratified be- 


_ tween the Crowns of Great Britain and Spain: The Wri- 
ter of which begins with his old Obſervations, That thoſe 


military Gentlemen who are paſſionately fond of ſleeping 


in a whole Skin, prefer Peace to War; after which he 

gives a Copy of what he calls a Proteſt of the King of 
Spain, relating to the Aſſiento Trade, which he endeavours 
to repreſent the Baſis of the Convention; tho Mr. D* An- 


vers owns. its not being publiſhed with the Convention it- 
ſelf, a reaſonable Cauſe for ſuppoſing it not ratified. Mr. 
Common Senſe, is ſo ſenſible of the manifeſt Abſurdity of 
citing: this previous. Proteft, as he calls it, of his Catholick 
Majeſty, as an Obſtacle to the Validity, of the Convention 
afterwards concluded. between the twa Crowns, (without 
the leaſt mention of any ſuch Proteſt) that, inſtead of ſhew- 
ing the pernicious Influence of this Defeazance, he imme- 
diately employs all his little Art to ridicule Mr. Keene, and 
the whole Britiſh Nation, on Occaſion of his being called, 
un Conformity to the Style of that Country, Don / 2 

ö | tene: 


ſtance of the Violation of the neceſſary Re- 
gerd to publick Decency and common Senſe, 


2 1 8 


FE li (. 270.) 

Lene: — Was ever the Name of Common Senſe ſo debaſed? 
Have we not numerous Examples of our own, and eve 
Court in Europe, mentioning Foreign Miniſters with ſuch 1 
ellations in its native Language, as the Character ſuch | 
Miniſters bear from their reſpective Sovereigns ſeem to re- 

W 2 | Pats | 
by Ir is difficult to read what this Writer ſays relating to 
bis Catholick Majeſty's paying the Sum he has agreed to in 

the third. Article of the Convention, and to believe him in 
his Senſes ; and yet there is in it ſomething ſo very un- 3 
common in Writings upon national Concerns, that, as an 4 
Original in its Kind,- it may, -perhaps, be-worth tranſcrib- | 
ing. | | : | 
_ © Be$1Dxs this Favour, (ſays he) his Catholick Maje- 
< {ty alſo engages to pay our Merchants a Sum of Money in 
Part of what his Subjects have plundered from them; he 
' © hath engaged to do it, and his Bond is as good as his 
Word; I dare ſay our Merchants are as well ſatisfied with 
one as the other. — If the Payment of it ſhould be defer- 
< red a little, I hope the Merchants will not take it ill, be- 
© cauſe it is poſſible his Catholick Majeſty may be out of 
< Caſh. — Kings as well as Poets, have ſometimes wanted 
Money. —T have wanted Money myſelf, and why may 
not his Catholick Majeſty ſometimes want Money 

| THAT this Writer has wanted Money himſelf, will 
ſcarcely be denied by any who read his Labours, which de- 
monſtrate that nothing but the Want of Money and Modeſty 
alſo, could have put him on undertaking-a Taſk to which 
he muſt know himſelf far unequal. But to rank the King 
of Spain and a Two- penny Journaliſt together, for this or 
any other Reaſon, is as inſolent and ridiculous, as is the In- 
ſinuation of that Prince's not intending to pay the Sum ſti- 
pulated in the preſent Convention. e! W 


- 8 


1 gre SET Ee IHR eee, 


His empty Suppoſitions relating to the Demands of the 
Court of Spain, and the Obſtacles attending the Execution 
of the Engagements entered into between the Courts of Lon- 
dim and Madrid, are ſo evidently- the Effect of Diſappoint- 
ment from the Proſpect of a laſting and honourable Peace, 
that any Reply would be much more Notice than they me- 
rit; it being difficult to determine, whether the Abſurdity 
of what he ſays, or the low, dirty, ſwearing Manner in 
vhich he ſays it, deſerves moſt Contempt; either of them 
being enough to ſatisfy Mankind of the Capacity and De- 
ſigns of this mere Butcher of Common Senſe. 
JJJßF CCC . BYE $07 @& 4 DaERD 


12 Ys 


1 
f 
* 


ld 
x 
2 


CE Eee ST 1 DO Rent; 
SE ad I eee 


TRE is in the Paper before me ſo much Malice, that 


it bears the Aſcendant over all he ſays; ſome Gentlemen are 


Country, and others are prophetically inſulted for failing of 
Sueceſs in their Negotiations that are not yet begun. But it 
is very obſervable, that the moſt offending Circumſtance in 


all theſe Gentlemen, is the Money they receive, becauſe,” | 


poſſibly, this Writer wants Money himſelf. 

Tu Pains he takes to prove a publick Miniſter, and the 
Body of Merchants irreconcileable, is an undeniable In- 
ſtance of his Good - will to both, and, like the evident Plea- 


ſure, with which he ſpeaks of their demoliſhing one ano-— 


ther, ſerves only to ſhew the Hopes which he and his Maſters: 
conceive from the pleaſing Thought of their Demolition. 
Happy is it for this Nation, that neither her Miniſters, nor 


her Merchants, are to be influenced by the groundleſs Cla- 
mours of a few diſcontented Enemies to her Happineſs, who -- 
view every Thing only as it cheriſhes, or curbs, their own 


Hopes; and, under the Pretence of publick Virtue, diſco- 


ver every impotent Effect of private Malice; and, -inſtead 


of ſerving their Country, take every Step: that gives any 


Proſpect of leſſening her in the Sight of Foreign Powers, 


and of ſpreading Diſtruſt and Jealouſly among their. fellow 


Subjects at Home; Men who are ſo far from preſerving a 


neceſſary Regard to common Senſe, that common Decency 
is made to fly before the impetuous Torrent of their Sedi- 


tion; to whom neither Birth, nor Station, nor Merit of an 


kind, nay, not even the Duty due to Majeſty itſelf, is of 
any force; all which are alike diſregarded by theſe wild 


Champions for Liberty, as they often call themſelves, who, 


by their preſent Behaviour, would induce Mankind to be-- 
lieve, that there can be no Freedom where there is any 


. Reſtraint, nor any Liberty where Virtue is made its 
A 


WHAT can betray a meaner Deſire to blame, than the 
Cavils of this Writer to the Expreſſion of regulating Griev- 
ances; with which he deſires the Merchants to be diſpleaſed, 
and tells them, they ſhould underſtand by it, as if it was to 
be ſettled what Grievances and Abuſes our Merchants and 
Sailors ſhould hereafter be obliged to ſuffer from the Spa- 
niards I will venture to aſſert this to be the firſt Time 


that regulating Grievances has been interpreted into an 
Agreement to bear them! This is fo groſs an Abſurdity, 


that, to prevent its being too much attended to, he was 


forced to bring the old Story of cutting off an Ear, _ in- 
8 | | uce 
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duce his Readers to overlook it, but, I believe, without 
P 
he Notice of a | an at 275 
; "Tux Quibble about the Length of 1 our 


Loſs of two Leagues of Sea- room, &c. is too ſtupid, too 
trifling to be anſwered; as is likewiſe his filly Infinuation | 


relating to the Dutch and French Ships; and his aſſerting 
that People aſſemble in the ſame manner they did in the 
Time of the. Exciſe, ſerves only to prove that he wiſhes 
they would do ſo; it being beneath the Character of any 
Gentleman, or Tradeſman, to afſemble in a confuſed man- 
ner, or fear having ſuch Satisfaction for the Loſſes they have 
ſuſtained, as is moſt conſiſtent with their private Intereſts, 
and that of the Good of the whole Nation, while their 
Loſſes are under the Conſideration of the publick Repre- 
ſentatives of the People. What can be a greater Satis- 
faction to all true Friends of this Nation, than to find the 
Grievances of our Merchants the firft Thing mentioned in 
is 2 Speech from the Throne, and, in conſequence 
thereof, to ſee it conſidered as the firſt Buſineſs of the Le- 
giſlature in its collective Body; and in the Convention, 
which this Writer takes fo much Pains to miſrepreſent, it is 
very obſervable, that tho _— hing affecting the Crown 
is referred to future Deliberations, the Recompence of our 
Fraders is made the immediate Baſis of Reconcillation be- 
tween the two Crowns: Yet, even this, and the ft 
Attention given to the ſame Subject, by the Members of the 
Houſe of Commons, during the late Receſs of Parliament, 
have not been enough to ſeal the Tongues of thoſe who fee, 


with envious Deſpair, every Advance towards that univerſal 


Satisfaction and Tranquillity thro the whole Britiſb Do- 
minions, the mere Proſpect of which deſtroys every Shadow 
of their Hopes, and fills them with the moſt awakening 
Apprehenſions: Nor can they uſe more Endeavours to make 
a Treaty of Peace, or any Thing tending to it, appear de- 
fective of the Purpoſes intended by it, than they have uſed 
to prove a War both dangerous and unneceſſary, and, of 


all others, the moſt pernicious Expedient for a trading Na- 


tion, whoſe Traffick, during a Rupture, muſt abſolutely 
fall into other Channels, out of which it might prove diffi- 
cult ever to recover it. 5 5 

- DESPAIRING of what he had ſaid upon the Convention, 
for a Concluſions he preſents his Readers with all the Stock 


| Jokes of the Party, 'every one of which he has given them 


forty Times before; and concludes with a Quotation * 


273) 


his Purpoſe, being a Song; the Propriety of which, at the 


End of x Letter written upon the Subject of a National 
Peace, will, no doubt, be perceptible to every Reader. | 


Heck appears the Abſurdity of this Writer and his 


Patrons, pretending to a Regard for their Country, while 
their Behaviour demonſtrates the contrary on every Oppor- 
tunity, It is not amiſs to be witty now and then, but Mirth 
ill- timed betrays a Want both of Senſe and Judgment; and 


-  tho' the Buffoon fits well enough upon Mr. Common Senſe 
ſometimes, it can never ſuit with a Subject which he has 


often faid, and all muſt know, requires the moſt ſerious 
Attention, If a future Treaty of Peace, and the preſent 
Relief of our Merchants, are proper Topicks for Ridicule 
and Banter, I would be glad to know what can merit our 
ſerious Attention. But, as ſometimes Good has been known 


to ſpring from Evil, this manner of handling Concerns of | 


ſuch Importance muſt at leaft 'be of ſervice, to ſhew how 


unfit theſe puny Candidates for Government are for the 


Truſt and Employment to which their blind Ambition 
„„ „ >7 77 oe AR 
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The DAILY GAZETTEER, 
SATURDAY, Fennvany 24, 1739. 


To the DAILY GazETTEER. 


OY all the Appeals that have been made in Britain, from 
the Senſe of the Senate, to that of the People, none 
has been conceived in more artful Terms, and none conveys 
more dangerous Poiſon to their Minds, unleſs the proper 
Antidote is applied, than a Pamphlet that has lately appeared 

under the Title of Conſiderations upon the preſent State 7 
Affairs at Home and Abroad, in a Letter, &c. By miſrepre- 
ſenting Facts, the Author has drawn Conſequences ; and 
by waſting even theſe CN he has formed Con- 


cluſions 


elufigns injurious, to 8 


them many 3 over their 


the inſerting Articles of Us 
| them. This laſt i IS, COMINQ 
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Legiflature, but 
well adapted to provoke the dro 2 fegard to what. 


ws 8 afte& her Comme Liberty, that diſtin - 
e Brityþ Nen. Ne Fabel liſnment is wanting 


— his Page but Truth, and ” Fe are omitted that 


may Bed to. make the People think, that they have been 


weakly and 8 gayetned. . His Pretence is to con- 


any 12 Nene ut his Deſi: ign 1s plainly to irritate 
2 aſſions; and no Topick, he knew, is fo. likely to an- 
the Ends of the Factiqn in which he is engaged, as his 


A. on our preſent Differences wh the Crown of 


. 'or this Reaſon he bes e Facts that are own'd 
with deu d that are e ul to many and Nan; 


aeg, as al 1 it, of theſe tre re Hugh 
eg on 


9 — el 71 NF; 7 May. be F = better e 0 N the 
leave: to Prom 6. 8 eneral Account of 


the — firſt RA that regula ights of Naviga- 


tion, betwixt us and the Spaniards, in 28 7 Sis, 
Tux firſt general Treaty of Commerce, which we made 
witk the Spaniards, was in the Lear Before this 
Time, tho' the Spaniardr bad, in effect, given up their 
Pretences to a Sovereignty- in theſe Seas, yet both Nations 
War with one another in America, and each endea- 

hb to extend her Poſſeſſions, and to inereaſe her Wealth, 
at the Expence of the other. The Situation, the Genius, | 
and the Induſtry of the Englfb, . Nag in America, giving 
bours the Spaniards 

there, occaſioned. a powerful Interpoſition in favour of the 


latter, from the other Powers of Eur 7 who began to be 
t 


alarmed at the daily Progreſs which the Britiſb Rage | 
was making in America; and this was the true Reaſon that 
ee os Court of Britain to grant to the on of of 
of. 1667. ou ae bf te oving 
ery 5180 for te Þ l 


[5 of Affairs in E 


| an . A Shang not at 
7 in . of Spain, made t m apply for anot reaty, 


n of the former, lich upon their remitiing us 

4 lage Sum we then owed to the, aud their agreving to 
ſetiß, were readily Trent, 

y called the American 

_ is; neither — nor = abſolute, Treaty 3 it 5 


„ 


„ Rules laid down in the Treaty of 1 


1 
confined to the American Navigation, and reſtricted to the 
Senſe of the Treaty of 1667. By the which Treaty, we 
are put on the ſame Footing, with regard to our American 
Commerce, as the Subjects of the States General were by 
the ſixth Article of the Treaty of Munter: But by the 
Treaty of 1670, no Reference is had to the Treaty of 
| er ; and a particular Article, which is the eighth, is 
inſerted, almoſt in the ſame Terms with the formerly- re- 
ferred-to Article of the Treaty of Munſſer. n 
HAvIN OG premiſed thus much, I ſhall ndw take the 
Liberty to examine the great, and the fundamental Argu- 
ment, made uſe of by our ingenious Author, to perſuade us 


that no Peace with Spain can be Juſt, or advantageous, to 
the Nation, if the Spaniards are left at Liberty to viſit our 


Ships in the manner preſcribed in the Treaty of 1667, and 


that it is giving up the Rights which Britain injoyed by 
former Treaties, to permit any ſuch viſit to be made. The 


Words of the Author are theſe; Confid. p. 6. All the 
75 between England 
and Spain, concerning the d of Searching for pro- 
< hibited Goods, are [plainly confined to Europe, where a 


+ general Trade is allowed, but have no Relation to Amz- 


rica, where all Trade is forbid.” - This T know is a com- 
mon Opinion, and may have had very great Weight. But I 
think it is ſo far from being the Intereſt of Britain to inſiſt 


on ſuch a Diſtinction, that were it admitted by Spain, it 
may, in time, prove a Conceſſion very fatal both to her 


Commerce and her Liberties. To prove this, I ſhall take 
the Freedom to examine the Juſtneſs of the Reaſoning from 


which this Concluſion is drawn, and then to take a View of 
the Conſequences that it muſt be attended with, if admitted. 
The ingenious Author  fuppoſes, that as, by the Tower of 


1670, we agreed to the excluſive Right of the Spaniards to 
trade. with 2 own Colonies ; therefore the Spuniarde, by 

accepting of that excluſive Right, deprived themſelves of 
the principal Security, which, by the Treaty of 1667, they 
had againſt our Incroachments upon the Rights of their 
Commerce. This unanſwerably is the Suppoſition upon the 
above Aſſertion; but I preſume it is neither grounded upon 


_ I84ALL readily admit, that the Article of the Treaty of 


1667, preſcribing the Nature of the Viſit to be made by the 
Ships of Force of either Nation, that meet with a Veſſel of 
the other Nation in the American Seas, has been notorioufly 
abuſed by the Spaniards. me is it not Worth the Attention 
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of a Government. to determine” how far the Abuſe of any 
Rigbt is a Reaſon for; utter Te that A And 
may it not admit of ſome doubt, whether, by precluding 
ourſelves from navigating to the pn Indies, thy Article 

Hit, or, as our ingenious 
Author affects to call it, a Search; became void, at leaſt ſo 
far as it regarded the American Navigation? Give me leave 


to ſay, Sir, that the Doubt is the ſtronger with me, when 


I r 700 that by the Treaty of 1670, we did not make 
one Conceſſion to Spain, which we did not in as full Terms 
20 by that of, 1667. This will appear by paring 

he prohibitory Clauſes of both Treaties. 
By the Eighth Article of the Treaty of 26675 We 
$,agree to remain on the ſame Footing with regard to our 
ene Commerce, upon which the States General were 
og the Treaty of MAunſter. What that-Footing was, 
appear * quoting the Word of che Sixth Article 

by wy Treaty of Munſter, 14 

Ax as to the Weſtern Indies, the Subjekts and Inkiabi- 
. <-tants of the Kingdoms, Provinces, and Lands of the ſaid 
Lords, the Kin and States, reſpectively, ſhall forbear ſail- 


* ingeto, and trading in any of the Harbours, Places, Forts, 


Lodgments, or Caſtles, and all other poſſeſſed by the one, 
or the other Party, via. The Subjects of the ſaid Lord 
the King ſhall not ſail to, or trade in thoſe held or poſ- 
5 ſeſſed by the ſaid: Lords the States, nor the Su of the 

| 6 ſaid Lords the States ail to, or trade in t S held and 
<« poſſiſſed by the ſaid Lord the King. 

THE Eighth, Article of the Treaty of 1670, f is cqall 

a \prohibitory: It is there ſaid, That the Subjects, Inhabi- 
F tants, Merchants, Sailors, &c. of the Kingdoms, Oc. 
belonging to the two aße ſhall reſpectively forbear 
..* failibg.to, or trading in the Ports, Fortreſſes, c. injoyed 
by one or other Power in the Maſt Indies. Thus, upon 
\2 eek we ſee that the protubetry > Clauſes on 
both theſe Treaties are: equally binding; and: therefore all 
- Reaſqns that exiſted for aboliſhing the Method of Search laid 


down by the Treaty of 1667, were equally good that Lear 


as three Years after, I know ait may be, and has been 
urged by the Friends of this 3 that the Treaty of 


1667, being a general Treaty of Commerce, the Method 
of Search was underſtood to take Place only where a general 
Trade is carried on. But this is a way of Reaſoning, 
which, if admitted, muſt confound the Senſe of all Trea- 
ties, and leave each 'of the contracting Parties at Liberty to 
8 1 | | put 
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JEWS. e Stipulation is made in a general 
Treaty, and this Stipulation without any Reſtriction, can 


any one Rule in Equity, or common Senſe, be aſſigned why 
this Stipulation ſhould not take Place in all Caſes to ph ay 
by the other Articles of the ſame Treaty it is applicable? 


2 


ad the Treaty betwixt us and Spain, in the Year 1667, 
expreſſed, that whereas there was no Frade, no Commerce, 
to be carried. on betwixt the Subjects of England and the 


Jene Maſt Indies, and ? contra, therefore no Search, or 
Viit 
7 


ought to take Place. in America, the Fact our. Au- 
thor aſſerts had then been undoubted; or had the Treaty of 
1670, implied, that no Search, according to the Rules laid 
down by the preceding Treaty, was to be underſtood to 
take Place in that Treaty; in that caſe, likewiſe, his 
Aſſertion had been good. But the firſt Treaty had no ſuch 
Clauſe, and the latter Treaty is ſo far from having any ſuch, 
that the firſt Article of it abſolutely deſtroys the Foundation 
of all he has advanced on this Subject. It is there ſaid, 
That no Clauſe therein (viz. in the Treaty of 1667,) 
© ſhall be any ways revoked, or underſtood to be made void 


ain this Treaty, but the fame ſhall continue in their full 


Force, Virtue, and Power.“ Such was the Senſe of the 


contracting Powers three Years after the Treaty of 1667 


was made, and no Article has yet appeared in any ſubſequent 
Treaties to make it appear that this is not their Senſe now. 
Many Incidents have happened in the intermediate Space; 


which prove they always underſtood that they looked upon 


the Treaty of 1667, as the Baſis of all ſucceeding Treaties 
of Commerce to the Veſt Indies, and the Regulations laid 
down there as the Rules by which that Trade is to be car- 
ried on. In the mean time, I hope every impartial Reader 
will acquit me of the Imputation of vindicating the Spa- 


niards, either in their unjuſt Oppreſſions, or unwarrantable 


Claims. We have the Royal Authority for believing that 
Satisfaction will be made for the former, and that the latter 
will be ſettled acccording to Juſtice and the Senſe of Trea- 
ties. Nor is it the Intereſt of Britain, that they ſhould be 
ſettled in any other manner. The moſt | impolitick- Step 
that could have been taken by Great Britain, at the late 
important Juncture, would have been to have impoſed our 
own Terms on Spain, and to have claimed from our Supe- 


riority of Strength, what we could not claim from the 


Senſe of our Treaties: What muſt the Conſequences of ſuch 
Conduct have been ? ug it not have told all Europe, 
r | 3 _— 
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med by his Ma 


ee onduẽt 


dee ane refolved'to ator Bilkarce' of Trade in the 
W-ft Indies, which both you and we looked upon as neceſ- 
to the Preſervation of the Quiet of Eure? What the 
of ſuch a Conduct in 0. "wat muft have been, 
I leave every unbiaſſed Perſotn to my next 1 ſhall 
ge you m1 my Thoughts with to 12 2 Puints 
1 our 1 * ae Alabubs on this Subjekts; 
and I do nyt ubt to make * the Meafures pur- 
and the iat far as they yet a 
to the Publick, are the — et for i 
ee of Europe, and 88 the Toeereſt of 0s 1 ; 
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The DAILY GAZETTEER, 
ona, Prozvany 6 1. 


ne 7 


— RY Camreniiht 5 is lene Plrtranient, 1 Ga 's not think 

private Man to animadvert upon it in 
Print, e the Senſe of both Houſes was known; but 
fince ſo very dutiful and polite Gentlemen as the Authors of 


the Craftſman and Common Senfe have taken u Ae 


be bef with the illature, I ho 
for. follow ing their ok Tbe fir of N crhonay 


Writers treats the Subject with ſomewhat of that Dignity 
and Seriouſneſs due to its Importance, tho? with bis ufual 
Uncandidneſs; but the latter, with fo ludicrous and ſneering 
an Indeceney, as could only come from one known to ſport 
with, and 8 the Fundamentals of our Cn, 
and the moſt ſaęred Myſteries" of Religi ion. 1 Gary | 
rey | 


ſeem to .confider- the Convention as x 


wherefore I ſhall beg leave to differ from our moſt orofound 
Sages for once, ane conſider it in that only Light in which 
it ought, or can reaſonably be conſidered, till the Freaty be 


fully-compleated, to which this Convention _ be properly 


looked upon as a Preliminary. ' 
© IT is true, it is definitive as to two Articles, and thoſe 


not the leaſt e in difpute betwixt us and Spain; be- 


cauſe 


(uy) 


cauſe 955 may be juſtly deemed as the prünary cult of a 
thoſe Diſputes, inf e ſo loud] nll. 


of on both Sides.” The firſt. of theſe, by by w I I mean 


the W 4 en for the ab nh Fleet in 1718, 


as it may 7 be. looked on as the Origin of all. our 
Diſputes, W 2 ald, that without ſettling that Point, it 
5 be next to ithpoſlible, to bring a Nation, ſo baughty 7 
and revengeful as the $þ 1 are known to. be; to either 
Coolness of Fee Terms of riendſhip; therefore 
to have gained this Polar, to have ſettled it on ſo moderate 

8 As ſp ſpecified by the pape, ſeems to me the 

ment in its Favour. 


Oe hg be as ungrateful as it is unneceſſary, at this 
Piſtance of 15 me, to enter minutely into the Juſtice, or or 
Injuſtice, of that Tranſaction; ; bat this may be ſaid, 1 
66,000 J. is no adequate Compenfation for ſo many Shi of 
War As had been taken from Spain, The St. Phi one, 


burnt at Pore. Mahin on, had coft her much _ 1 I be 
fiid, indeed, that tho” Spe in had been n Million a 
Loſet by out Vidtory, we et been no Long "Pax 1555 
Submiſſion 1 do affert, it we have in one Senſe 


aſſure myſelf that eve ery ell-wiſher to t 


will de of my Opinion, that 5 rvrs. «5 
which Spain bat been reduced, by that Blow, 7 15 1 


eg our own,” or the Repoſe. 5 our 4 And, for. 5 
art, conſidering the Nature and Circumſtances 45 
Demand, I cannot but more Srat congratula te our 
Minifters on their Succeſs, in removing, a ſtumbling Block 
of this Magnitude and Conſequence, on ſo caſy Terme. 
ThE ſecond Article definitivel adjvited by the Conven- 


* Is Rep aration to our Mer ants for the Captures of 


Spain; and 6 this fo amply, that it amounts to almoſt even 
ir own Demands. 

Two of the principal Points in | Controverſy are fra 
ſertled, and in ſuch a ga) as ſhould give general Sat 


faction; becauſe, without the Removal of ſo material Ob- 


ſructions, it old be almoſt impoſſible to arrive at tl 


Ends propoſed. As for the Reſtrictions relating to f 
Reſtitution as may bave been made to our Merchants in 
America, they are ſo juft and reaſonable, that it would be 


the higheſt Injuſtice 69 inſiſt, that they ſhould not be in- 


ferted in the” manner they are: For, as neither we nor 
Spaiu could be ſuppoſed to know what may have been 
lately VO at thole remote Parts, common 'Equity 

FE 4 requires 


« f 7 


Wy - 
requires that Allowance be made when the Certainty ſhall 
be known. Ne VV ASKS oe >. ORCS ot nf, 

Ix is objected by thoſe who wiſh us involved in War and 
Deſolation, that. ſeveral material Points are unadjuſted, and 
that therefore we may be ſtill obliged to have recourſe to 
Arms. If we conſider the natural Slowneſs and Pride of 
the Nation we have to do with, it is rather to be wondered 
that our Miniſters had been able, in ſo ſhort a Time, to 
jead them Part of the Way, than that they had not brought 

them to the End of the Journey. Beſides, tho” it had been 
racticable to finiſh at once the whole, which, by the way, 

\" believe was not in fo little Time, ſome Allowance and 
Conceffion may have been found neceſſary to make a 
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Nation, jealous to a Frenzy of their Honour, falſe as it 
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may ſeem on ſome Occaſions. | 


Ir is poſſible, nay very probable, that the King of Spain, 
however willing he may be to cultivate our Friendſhip, and 
do us Juſtice, might think it a Wound to his Honour, to 
ſettle finally, whilſt our Fleet appeared on his Coaſts to awe 
him. Should any Punctilio of this kind weigh with him, 
I can't fee why he might not be indulged, without any the 
| leaſt Diminution of either our real Honour or Intereſt. But 
whether or no this was the Caſe, it is certain, if his Catho- 

lick Majeſty had been ever ſo willing to conclude finally, 

it was almoſt impoſſible in ſo little Time as ſince the Com- 
mencement of the Negociation. Therefore be the Delay 
from either the Want of Time, or Punctilio, it matters 
not much, ſince the Concluſion of. the definitive Treaty is 
limited to a certain Day, and that not a very diſtant one. 
The whole will turn on the Merit of the Conditions to be 
obtained. Should they be ſtrictly grounded on former 
Treaties, as it is agreed they ſhould by the Convention, I 
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think we ſhall have ample Reaſon to be ſatisfied; becauſe, 
had we had recourſe to Force, and even had our Arms been 
crowned with Succeſs, we could not in Juſtice have exacted 
more than we are intitled to by thoſe. ample Treaties that 


already ſubſiſt between the two Nations, and which uy 
want to be explained, to be of reciprocal. Advantage, I will 
290 farther, and fay, that in good Policy we ought not to 
inſiſt on more; becauſe ſuch an Exaction would but imbitter 

. againft us, perhaps for ever, a Nation whoſe Friendſhip is, 
and always will be, of more intrinſick Uſe to us than that 
of any other in Europe. And it may be faid alſo, that ſuch 
an Exaction may be conſtrued as an Outrage by the Allies 
of Spain; who, in ſuch Caſe, might be apt to reſent it, and 
[OY I * improve 


there is no dc | | 
nary, will anſwer all the Ends which could be propoſed by. 
the moſt ſucceſsful War, There is no doubt that it will 
anſwer the warmeſt Hopes of all that wiſh well to theſe 
Nations and the Royal Family. But as for the confederat- 
ed Incendiaries, . I don't expect that either this, or any o- 
ther Treaty conducted by his Majeſty, will Gatify them, till. 
he ſhall condeſcend h 3 


* 


(291) 


improve it to our. Diſadyantage. Upon the Whole, the 


* 


Convention is full and ſalutary in its own Nature, and 


: 


bt that the Treaty, to which it is a Prelimi- 


to gratify their unbounded Ambition. 
ed 1 * * 5 ak Lo 2 


IT is too general an Aﬀertion, to fay the Intereſt of one's 
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The Review Reviewed, as far as it relates to the 
Three Points in the Convention. Ina Letter o the 


2222 


Country depends upon the Honour of it. It is no Ho- 
nour to a Nation to have its Subjects carry on an illicit 
Trade, in Violation of Treaties, that prohibit reſpectivel 
all Trade; but it is a great Advantage to the Nation whole 
dubjects carry on ſuch Trade. But (not to dwell on Yhis) 


jf by the Honour of one's Country, you mean its Credit 


in Foreign Courts, it may then be ſaid with ſome Truth, 
that the Intereſt of a Nation depends upon it, fince many 
fatal Conſequences may flow from Contempt Abroad, When 
this is the Caſe, it is every Body's Concern, who loves his 
Country, to trace out the Cauſes of ſuch Contempt; and 
if it be found to ariſe from Diſunion at Home, and not 
Tameneſs and Inſufficiency in the Miniſter, ſure it be- 
comes then a common Duty to all to forget their private 
Animoſities, and join to recover the Nation's Credit Abroad, 


= 


| . 0 and laſting Union of Councik and Meaſures at 


| ome . 


* 


In 


— enemies oo de eg eR ns 


(iy. 


tn ave 66 2nd liſh "this, fo nedeſfary und Uefireable 
an End, it may not *. amiſs to Inquire what it is that gives 
8 nien Credit in Foreign Courts, or brings it under 
Contempt. I take it fot granted, none wil deny, that 
when any Meafure is. pr ſed to a Farei ien 7 it carries 
mote or leſs Weight with it, 18. wo e Degree of - 
Fower, or Influence the Minifter ſed to 
| Have. It will then be no unnatural DeduRtion. rom this 
Poſtulatum, to ailert, , that when a Minlfter at Home, is for- 
bed to fipht his Ground Inch by Inch; his Remonftrarices 
Abroad, and Meaſures propoſed, will-not be received with 
that- inforcing. they would-otherwiſe acquire if there 
were no Obſtacles at Home. For when a Henry or a in Qua- 
dra are, from their own Emiſſaries, as well as from ſome 
falſe Brothers among ourſelves, Ne dy believe. the Mini- 
ſter id grown ſo univerſal -eontemptible at 
Home, that he will not gr to ſtand his Ground, or 
maintain any Meaſure concerted with them, certain. it is, 
however theſe Suggeſtions may be, their Influence tends to 
leſſen the Credit of the Nation Abroad, and to render all 
'- Negotiations extremel eee if not impraRticable, to be 
| carried on with Succeſs. \. 
Bor che only ill Effect chat Bus from Diſunios at 
Home, is not the perplexing and embarraſſing of our Ne- 
tiations Abroad; it goes ſtill further. And to this may alſo 
aſcribed all Inſulta, of what kind ſoever offered to a Na- 
tion; all Claims and Pretenſions, not founded on the Don 
prefs Letter of Treaties, but deducible from general W 
Loy inexplicit Reſervations, which 155 ſometimes conſfrued 
into Demands, according as 2 Miniſtry ! is thought to be 
te ot leſs able to ſupport itſelf. | 
lx then Diſunion at Home is of ſo fatal Conlaurnce to 
4 8 how can a Patriot, one that really deſerves that 
| os Ju ſtify himſelf to his own Nod, in pong i- 
2 to ſeduce a whole People into à Belief, that a Mini- 
t to have obtained ..Conceffions from Abroad, 
which he knows himſelf, from the Nature of Thin L3, ate 
unreaſonable to be fd. ane will never be t and 
een wards what may be, and has been 
Tuts is driving at che " Minifter f this is rowing off 
the Maſk of Patrigtiſm in the Eyes of the Diſcerning, (tho 
the Multitude may ſtill be deczived by Appearances) and 
acknowledging at — the ſecret Views and re of tlie 
8 Hear t! | | 
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5 1 HAVE 


(283) 


1 navx been Induced to fax thos much parttenurch to 
you, becauſe you have beſtowed" four Pages r "out 
one Man to the Ignomin And Contempt, pon the 


Vengeance of 11 jar'd ation, from ſome Words quoted, 
as you prese, from his own Mouth; as if he had taken 
folely upon himſelf the Conduct of this important Aﬀair, 
and that the feſt of the Miniſtry had not been conſulted in 


it, nor given their Adyice, before the Convention was ſign: 


ed: whereas the contrary, as has been taken Notice of in a 


poſing the Fact reported of him to be true, he has faid no 


more than has been fince affected, as I ſhall proceed to 
ſhew in conſidering the Convention, with reſpect to the 


| Points kin e. de Sheen up io Speis by it to the Prejudics 


of Great Britain. . WF 
Tur Points faid'to be Den Spain are threefold.” 
 FrasT, Reparation to the in erchanys; 
from our own Colonies in America. Agde. 


_ © TmixDLy, Our Poſſeſſions in America. 


I examining theſe three Points, I ſhall avoid, as muchas 
poſfible, repeating, what has been ſaid on both Sides, © © 
As to the Firft, —— That the Merchants have fuffered 
conſiderable Loſſes by the Detention of ſome, and the ac- 
tual Seizure and Confiſcation of other Ships, is an unqueſ- 
tioned Truth: That Commiſſaries have ber W to 

ally re- 


receive the Particulars of ſuch Captures, have 
ceived them, and laid them before the Court of Spain; that 
a Ballance has been fettted, deducting what is conceded to 
be due to that Crown from us, is likewife undeniable ; and 
that an Article in a Convention has been ſigned by Spain, 
for the Payment of this Balance within a limited Time, is 
another as poſitive Fact. | | 4 


DIrrERENT Totals of the Particulars have been pub- 


Iickty ſtated, and each afferted to be the true. To go into an 
Examination of theſe Particulars, is not the Buſineſs of the 
om Subject. Both Houſes have taken, as the a5 od 
Tribunal, that Inquiry to themſelves, Let it ſuffice, tha 

what has been conceded by Spain to be unjuſt Seizures by 
them, and accepted by us, is, by the Third Article of the 
Convention, to be repayed the Engliſh Merchants. Would 
it have been political and wife to have refuſed this Ballance, 


only becauſe upon a Diſcuſſion of the Account it was found 


fome other Particulars could not be ſupported * Examine 
this by an Inſtance in private Life. Two Perſons have 2 
8 | reciprocal 
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reciprocal Account; a Ballance is allowed. by one; but 


"Cy 


there. are ſome conteſted Articles, whoſe Vouchers, upon. a 
deliberate Examination, have been found unſatis factory to the 
Debtor: Would any one adviſe the Creditor to fun the 
Riſk of the whole, or expend ten times the Value of what 
18 n to try if he be any Right to it; and 1 — all, 
ps, loſe both it an 4 is now offered, if Matters 

1 take a wrong F 

Tu Queſtion then is, not which Account is the right 
one, but * whether an Account having been ſettled between 
the two Nations, Spain has not agreed to pay to the Eng- 
Ii Nation the Ballance therein agreed? 4 is not this 
as much as could, or ought to be ceded? And, if, here- 
after, when the e comes to be diſtributed among the 
Merchants, any one finds himſelf aggrieved by having any 
particular Chim unſatisfied which * ght juſt, will he 
F think ly 2 at Liberty to i ergy is Right 1 to the 

rliament? Experience — ſhewn they have 
thought none too. high to be 3 ** the mean time, 
till it appears to the World, that the Merchants Claims have 
been unjuſtly reduced to 155,000 | by a, thorough Inſpec- 
tion into every Article of Account, let it not be ſaid 
that the Reparation far the Loſſes of our Merchants has, by 
this Convention, been neglected or given up to Spain. 

BETORE I proceed to the next Point, it will not be 
improper to conſider what is called his Catholick Maje 1 4 
Declaration, e or Condition, fine qud non It 
been ſtrongly urged b ſome Gentlemen, t t this Declara- 


tion is a Part of the Convention, and that on the Validit got of 


the one depends that of the other: Whence it has been 
infered, that as the Seuth Sea Company have refuſed, to pay 
the 68,000 1. this boaſted R 2. 6 ation of our Loſſes, this 

rand Point ſo highly extolled, comes a nothing, and the 

nvention itſelf is void. 

Nor nix, ſure, was ever ſo falſe! Notbing o raſhly 
concluded ! 7, | 

TRE Condition of this Declaration i is, that the King of 
Spain reſerves to himfelf, in its full Force, the Right of 
being able to ſuſpend; the Aſiento of Negroes, in caſe the 

pany does not e ſabjeck herſelf to pay within a ſhort time 

the Sum of 68,000 J. Mr. Keene is called in to take Cogni- 
zance of this Declaration; and Mr. de la Quadra further 
declares to him, that under the Validity and Force of this 
Proteſt, the ſaid Convention may be proceeded on, and Lo 
ee er. „ 8 ebe ge 
4 ERY 
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 Vexy well; but what is this Proteſt? Why the King 


of Spain declares, by the Mouth of his Secretary of State, | 


in the Preſence of the Britih Miniſter, that unleſs the 
South Sea Company will pay the 68,000 7, he will reſerve 


to himſelf the Right, in its full Force, of ſuſpending the 
Aſſiento of Negroes. Does Mr. de la Quadra ſay, in this 


Proteſt, the Convention ſhall be void, unleſs Mr; Keene en- 
gages the Company ſhall pay this Sum? No; the Conven- 
tion may be proceeded on under the Force, and Validify of 
this Proteſt, the Condition of which is not left in the 
dark, but expreſs, viz. the Reſervation of the Right above- 

. - 47 | | Mo ; 
: WHAT is the Hiſtorical Part of this Tranſa&tion ? 
Why, the Convention is figned, by the third Article of 


which the King of Spain obliges himſelf to pay 93,000 l. 


In order to which he begins by drawing on the' Company 
for-68,000 J. —— They proteſt his Bill; but is he the lefs 


_ obliged to execute his own Engagement? Is he not purely 
and ſimply to pay the 95,000 J. v7 the Convention, without 
d 


any Condition therein expreſſed? If I owe a 10007. and 
draw a Bill, which is proteſted, am I the leſs obliged to 
pay the 1coo /? If the Bill had been taken in Part of Pay- 


ment by the Creditor, he muſt have ſtood by the Loſs, 


But the Convention mentions no | ſuch Condition, and 
whether the South Sea Company agrees to pay the 68,000 J. 
or not, the King of Spain is under a poſitive Engagement 
to pay the 95, ooo J. independant of the Behaviour of the 
South Sea Company. PASS WO | I 
TE ſecond Point faid to 
future Safety of our Navigation 
nies in America. ## N 

AND how is this made out? For an Aſſertion of this 
Conſequence ought not to be made with ſo much Aſſurance, 
unleſs it can be ſupported with as much Truth: Why thus. 


given up to Spain, is the 
and from our oral Colo- 


The Spaniards have of late Years interrupted the Naviga- 


tion, by aſſuming a Livery, unſupported, by wy coach 
of viſiting and ſearching Britiſb Ships in their Paſſage to 
and from America. In conſequence of which aſſumed Li- 
berty, they have ſeized and condemned to their own Profit 
a great Namder of our Ships, uſed our Sailors with great 


| Cruelty, and treated the | Nation with the utmoſt Con- 


tempt. 1 : | | 

A ConvenTION has been ſigned, by which, Ar- 
ticle the Firſt, it is agreed, That Plenipotentiaries 
ſhall be appointed to regulate the reſpective Pretenſions 0 ; 


4 n 22 * 1 * OR * i — 
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the bs Owe, as well with reſpect to the Trade and Na- 
vigation in Amerita and Earape, &e; the whole according 
e of 1667, 1690, 1713, 1715, 1921, 1728, 
and 1) 29, including that of the of eee and of 
the Convention of 1716. | 
Ie theſe Treaties are effeRual 1 to hows the Navigation 
to aud from America, what more could be done than to re- 
ulate all Pretenſions upon the Footihg of | theſe” Treaties ? 
hat Riſk can the Nation run by this Stipulation? If no 
| Seareh i is allowed (as none is) by theſe Treaties, none will 
be allowed by that to be made, all.is to be regulated 
upon the Feoting of theſe Treaties. Then wh diſcus the 
reſpective Pretenſions at all? Why not diſcuſs them? If our 

Right is clear, the more it is made out ta Spain, the leſs 
can that Crown ſupport any Pretenſion in Oppoſition to the 
Senſe of Treaties. Spain has already indirectly given up her 
Right to ſearch indiſcrimina wy 0 — — 2 a Ballance 
due for Seizures made, whi 1 

ly made; ne ine k. oe d o 

_ +3 it to be ſuppoſed ſhe will — avowed In- 
juſtices 
* it is ſaid the King of 8þain ought W klare renoun- 
ced ſpecifically, all Right to Srarch; I cannot ſee why. If 
the of 5þ in has no Right to Search, how can he re- 
3 . ht ? Which: would be, in fome Meaſure, 
11 a Right. If that Method of Pro- 
— 4 ns has interrupted the Navigation is forborn, 

*tis ſufficient, eſpecially after poſitive . ration made. 
Nor would it be reaſonable to inſiſt on more. And it 
| would have an ill Grace for any Prince to ſign an Article 
in Terms like theſe : © Whereas I have commiſſioned my 
Subjects, out of my own full Power and Sovereign Au- 
< thority, and under Pretence of ſecuring my own Coaſts, 

« and preventing illicit Trade, in Oppoſition to all Treaties 

< ſublifting between me and Ga Britain, to vilit, ſearch, 

* detain, fr confiſcate, as well upon the High Seas as near 

« my own Coaſts, all Britiſb Ships they ſhall meet with, 

« fc. I by this Article confeſs T bad no Right to that 
„ Act of wer, and will therefore for the future do fo no 
more.“ 

A Srer like this would be. neither dn nor political ; 
* to finiſh this Article in few Words, © what has been | 
* and put into Practice, without the Support of 

© Treaties, may, and ought naturally to be forborn like- 

* wiſe without the Force of Treaties.” And thus the Safe- 
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| 255 gur Navi | ion to and from Aurica, may Gill beef- 


ted on the Footing of the Stipulations of the Treaties 
bove quoted, aRually Abt Ren Oy 

Ir will be needleſs, to ſay any thing on the third and. 
laſt Point ſaid to be given up to Spain, vis. Our Poſſeſ- 
ſions in America, ſineg what we were in Poſſeſſion of in 
America, before the Year 1670, by that Treaty, remains 
to us, on the Terms it was then ſecured, . 
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II is impoſſible for any Cauſe to be good at bottom, how-. 
ever fair and plaufible the Arts of ambitious and deſign- 
ing Men may endeayour to make it appear, that wants the 
Aſbftance of Outrage and Riot to fupport it: When Men 
are afraid that the Voice of Reaſon ſhould be heard, they 
will, naturally try to drown it in Noiſe and Clamour; an 

where-ever great Bitterneſs and Rancour are diſcovered, all 
Pretences to. Zeal for the publick Good muft be Cheat and 
Impoſition. It is an eaſy thing to inflame the Paſſions, and 
work up a popular Ferment ; long Harangues, or laboured 

Invectives are not neceſſary for that Purpoſe ; a bye Word, 
or a cant Term, has done the Buſineſs as effectually, as all 


the Pomp of Eloquence or Oratory. We have ſeen the 


| Multitude run mad with the Danger of the Church; and 


we ſee ſome of the very ſame Perſons who made them ſo then, 
endeavouring to make them fo again, with a Jargon full as 
unintelligible and. ridiculous, as that of, — No Search! _ 

Bur theſe are Methods which thoſe who meant well to 
their Country, which thoſe whoſe Zeal was not conducted 
by their Rage againſt any particular Perſons, but by a true 
and fincere Love for Publick, would ſcorn to purſue ; which 


thoſe whoſe Meaſures were founded on Truth and Juſtice 


would have no Occaſion to make uſe of; becauſe theſe are 
Methods which never had, which never can have any other 
Tendency, but, on the Ruin of Truth and Juſtice, to eſta- 


AND 


2 1 


the thoughtleſs, noiſ 
to throw them as Fi 


pa e State of our Trade, 


not been aſhamed to employ the vileſt Emi 
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Au p yer theſe are the Methods Which fonie Perſons who 


pretend to a more than ordinary Fervour for the Honour 


and Intereſt of their Country, have not diſdained to take; 
no Art has been left untried, even the moſt ungenerous and 
unworthy, to raiſe the Torrent of popular Fury, and make 
it overflow all Bounds, 'Theſe Men of mighty Virtue, have 
X | il. miſſaries, to enter 
into the meaneſt Cabals, to do all the ſervile Work and 
the loweſt Drudgeries of Faction, in order to ſend the Spi- 
rit of Diſcord Abroad; regardleſs what Ruin they brought 
on the Nation, provided thoſe whoſe Power want, 
and for that Reaſon, whoſe Perſons. they hate, periſhed with 
it. They have had private Meetings with, Party-Clubs, to 
form Plans and deliberate on Schemes for throwing every 
thing into Confuſion, and to light up a Flame in the Nation; 
they have drawn up Repreſentations, Memorials, I do not 
ſay Petitions, and then have put them into the Hands of 
, boiſterous Tools of their Ambition, 
hr irebrands among the Multitude ; they 
have ſpread, falſe Alarms theoogh the Kingdom, of the de- 
of o of the unhappy Situation of our 
Merchants, of the univerſal Poverty of the People, and a 
thouſand other Phantoms, which have not the leaſt Founda- 
tion in Fact, and which never exiſted but in their own Imagi- 
nations; they have ſometimes reviled and railed at the Con- 
duct of the Adminiſtration; at other Times they have en- 
deavoured to turn it into Ridicule; in a Word, nothing 
has been wanting that the Genius of Falſhood or Malice 
could invent, to imbitter and exaſperate the Minds of the 
People againſt Meaſures, which, when they are thoroughly 
ſcanned and examined into, and have a fair and full Hear- 
ing, will appear to all, but thoſe who are blind with Pre- 
udice, and are too. much in a Rage to be convinced by 
9 to be the beſt and wiſeſt that could have been pur- 


ſued, and to anſwer all the Purpoſes: which could reaſonably 


— 


have been deſired from the moſt ſucceſsful War; that is, 


| Reparation to our Merchants for Grievances that are paſt, 


ſufficient Security for our Trade in America for the future, 
and a Peace with Spain, (the Nation which, of all others 
in the World, it is moſt our Intereſt to be at Peace with) 


"eſtabliſhed upon the moſt ſure and laſting Foundation, ac- 


cording to the Senſe and Tenor of former Treaties ; 


Which is all we ever did aſk, which is all we have a Right 


to aſk ; becauſe to require more, would be to inſiſt upon an 
Acquiſition of new Rights, inſtead of demanding to be _ 
| ; | | "* a 
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cured in our old, which I ſu no Man is ſo mad with 
p Rage, as to think we have any Pretence to do. 
Tas ion then is, whether the preſent Con- 


* 


vention with Spar does not contain in it the beſt Terms of 


Accommodation that we had any manner of Grounds to ex» 
pect, or that in the Nature of the thing could reaſonabl 
be inſiſted on; and whether it would have been either j 
or prudent, to have ingaged in a War in order to have oh- 
tained better; ſince, I preſume, it will be agreed on all 
Hands, that better could not have been obtained without 


By ſubmitting to make Satisfaction to our Merchants, 
the Court of Spain has undoubtedly acknowledged, that 
they were in the wrong in the Seizures they made of our 


Ships, and in conſequence of that, that we have a Right to 


a free Navigation in the Seas of America, ſo far as is conſi- 
ſtent with their own Rights, and agreeable to former Trea- 


ties; for upon that Foot they have exprefsly agreed, that all 


Differences that have ſubſiſted between them and us, {h 
be regulated and adjuſted : And what can we delire more 
Nay, what we deſire more, if our Armies were ac- 
tually ravaging their Countries, and our Fleets riding tris 
umphant in their Ports, and they were obliged to. ſue for 
Peace? Unleſs we would ſupporf Injuſtice by Force, and 
compel them to open to us a free Trade to their Colonies, 
without any Reſtriction or Limitation whatever ; which 
would be in effect yielding up the whole Benefit of them to 
us, and they might as well give us the abſolute Poſſeſſion of 
them at once. * X 

Bor as extravagant and prepoſterous as this may ſeem, 
this is, in other Terms, what the worthy Gentlemen, who 
call themſelves Patriots, and their Ecchoes, Common Senſe, 
and the Craft/man, and the Pamphlets that have been wrote 
on the ſame Side, have inſiſted on: No Treating, ſay 
« they, at all, without firſt an expreſs Declaration, that 
+ none of our Ships trading in the Seas of America ſhall be 
* ſearched. on any Pretence, or under any Circumſtances 
* whateyer! Nay, without an expreſs Declaration of our 
Right even of entering into their Ports in Caſes of Neceſ- 


ſity, and then only, and in no other Caſe, to be ſeized, 
* when they are actually taken in the Fact of trading there.“ 


If you have not done this, cry they, you have done no- 
thing; your Fleet has been fitted out to no Purpoſe, and 
_ Convention is nothing but waſte Paper, and mere 
Matter of Amuſement only F ? | 
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gur ſurely People that talk at this idle Rate cannot be 
be in Earneſt themſelves, and muſt have a very mean Opi- 
nion of the reſt of Mankind, if they think they can im- 
poſe it on others: What! enter into their Ports, in Caſes 
of Neceſſity, and to be ſeized then when they are found 
© trading there only! They have treated our Miniſters up- 
on this Occaſion in ſnch Terms, and with ſuch Language, 
as I believe never was made uſe of before to Perſons of their 
Rank and Diſtinction; but if they really meant what they 
ſaid, as it is abſolutely impoſſible they ſhould, it is uſing 
the Spaniſb Miniſters much worſe than they have done our 
own, for they muſt look upon them to be downright Ideots 
to mathe thy could ever be prevailed on to make ſuch 
Conceſſions ; for if we had made an actual Conqueſt of 
their Colonies, and were to reſtore them upon a Peace, we 

could not inſiſt upon more extraordinary ones. | 
Bur 1 ſhould be glad to know, who are to be Judges 
of theſe Caſes of Neceſſity; for I ſuppoſe even they will 
hardly inſiſt that the bare Averment of the Parties them- 
felves, without any other Evidence, ought to be admitted 
as a Proof; for if that were to be ſo, nobody can doubt 
but theſe Caſes of Neceflity would occur fo frequently, 
that all the Ports of New Spain would be continually croud- 
ed with the Ships of Britain; and they will not allow the 
Spaniſh Tribunals to be Judges, becauſe they ſay that would 
be but a Mockery of Juſtice, where a Spaniſh Advocate is 
to plead the Cauſe of our Merchants, and the Judges them- 
ſelves are to have a Share in the Prize. Before what Judi- 
cature then muſt this Matter be tried ? I cannot for my 
Life conceive, unleſs it is at TOWN by a Jury of Bacca- 
neers : A moſt righteous Judicature ruly and no doubt 
ample Juſtice would be done; there would be none of 
thoſe tedious Forms, none of that Dilatorineſs which the 
Spaniſh Courts of Juſtice are charged with; their Pro- 
ceedings would be very ſhort and ſummary without 
queſtion ; they would make quick Work of it, I grant; 
they would diſpatch the Cauſe as ſoon as ever it came 

before them, without the leaſt Delay. | | 
WHAT therefore is it that theſe Gentlemen are con- 
tending for, but in effect a free and open Trade with 
Spain in the Weſt-Indies? expreſly contrary to all the 
Treaties ſubſiſting between the two Nations; which never 
was inſiſted on by us or any Nation, even when Sparr 
was reduced to the greateſt Diſtreſſes, and in the loweſt 
State of her Affairs, nay, which it would not even be 
N | Our 
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our Intereſt to inſiſt on, if we were in a Condition to 
command it; for if by fitting out a Fleet and inſulting 
their Coaſts, we could force her into ſuch. a Compliance, 
would not other Nations do the ſame? would not the 
French, the Dutch, try the ſame Methods, in order to pro- 
cure the ſame Terms? | 1 
Tus Court of Spain, in the preſent Convention, has 
ſet up no new Claims, has made no new Demands upon 
us; they inſiſt upon nothing more, they deſire nothing 
more, as has been already obſerved, than that all Matters 
ſhould be regulated upon the Baſis of former Treaties ; 
and can any thing in the World be more juſt and reaſon- 
able? Did we ever aſk before, in all the Treaties and 
Conventions that have been made with that Crown, a 
previous Declaration, that the Britiſb Ships, letting them 
be ſailing where they would, in any Part of America, 
ſhould be ſubject to no Search or Viſit whatſoever? and 
that ſuch poſitive and expreſs Declaration only ſhould be 
the Ground-work and Foundation of ſuch Treaty? 
Would not the inſiſting upon ſuch a Thing look more like 
a determined Reſolution to quarte] with them, than a real 
Deſign to make Peace? Would it not be treating them 
as the moſt powerful Nation would not treat the weakeſt, 
unleſs. it was done to make a Pretence for a Rupture, and 
as a Preliminary to a War, and not a Peace? 
For would not this. be demanding from them a Conceſ- 
fon which no People upon the Face of the Earth would 
grant, unleſs they were reduced to it by Force of Arms, 
and compelled to it by fatal and inevitable Neceflity ? Do 
not all Nations claim a Right to viſit and ſearch all Ships 
that lie hovering on their Coaſts to carry on a clandeſtine 
and contraband Trade? Have not we ourſelves Laws for 
that Purpoſe? and do not we daily execute them with all 
imaginable Rigour upon the Ships of all Nations? and 
ſhall we deny to others the ſame Means of ſecuring their 
Rights, which we exerciſe ourſelves ? and upon which the 
moſt eſſential Intereſts of their Commerce, and conſe- 
quently the Wealth and Proſperity. of their Country, de- 
pend 2? 1 1 | 
Burr it is ſaid, and much inſiſted on, that where no 
general Trade is allowed, no one Species of Goods can 
de more prohibited than another; and the ſearching there 
has no Object at all, and no Foundation in Reaſon.” 
Bur tho' no general Trade is allowed, yet may it not, 
nay is it not true in * that a clandeſtine Trade is ens 
2111 2 rie 
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ried on? and if that is fo, and notoriouſly known to be fo, 
is that Nation, where no ſuch general Trade is allawed, to 
ftay till thoſe clandeſtine Traders come into their very 
Ports, before they give them any Interruption }- If that 
were the Cafe, would their Laws probihiting a general 
Trade, tho confirmed and admitted by their Treaties with 
all other Nations, be any thing but a mere dead Letter, 
without the leaſt Force or Effect? Do thoſe who engage 
in a contraband Trade ga into the very Ports: of : the 
People with whom they exerciſe fuch a Commerce, to 
carry it on? Would not that be the Height of Madneſs 
and Folly, and fubje& them to certain Seure and Con- 
fifcation ? No, if the Nation whofe Laws allow of no 
general Trade at all, were to wait till then, and to take 
no Steps to prevent thofe contraband Traders running their 
Goods upon them, till they were actually come to an An- 
chor in their Havens, which is in effect what is now con- 
tended for, they might as well throw open all their Ports, 
and allow of a free and open Trade at once, in the utmoſt 
Extent and Latitude. ae „ 
Ir is certainly therefofe the moſt abſurd and monfirous 
| fition in the World, to aſſert, that becauſe no gene- 
ral Trade is allowed, no Meafures are neceffary to be taken 
to prevent a clandeſtine one, no Medium but direct Con- 
fiſcation and Seizure, and that only when the Ships are 
actually found trading in the Spaniſb Ports and Havens 
' themſelves ; for that is what is infiſted upon; I fay nothing 
ean be more wild and extravagant than fuch an Aſſertion, 
and yet the Reaſonableneſs of it has been very gravely ar- 
gued and maintained, and laid down as pofitively and dog- 
3 as if it was an undeniable and ſelf-evident 
Fruth. | — 8 2 . N 
Bur the only effectual Methods by which any contra- 
band Trade can be carried on, and by which in fact all 
contraband Trades always are carried on, are the only 
Ways which theſe Gentlemen infift upon our Ships ought 
never to be interrupted in; © no vititing, no ſearching of 
Ships, fay they, upon the high Seas; it is an Inſult upon 
© our Underſtanding, and a Contempt of our Power; to 
fail near the Spaniſh Coaſts in America, is not only per- 
'<. mitted, but of abſolute Neceflity ; and how near, it is 
-< impoſſible to fix, fo as not to be liable to infinite Diffi- 
© culties and endleſs Chicane.* “ ROSS chk > 
Bor with theſe Gentlemen's Leave, the Ships that are 
concerned in this illicit Commerce keep always out * 
22 5 ki t e 
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the High Seas, and unlade their Cargoes in Boats or (mall 


Veſſels that are ſent for that Purpoſe from the Shore ; and 


therefore, if their being upon the High Seas merely, was 


to be a Protection to them, and we ſhould inſiſt upon a 
Declaration of its being a Violation of our Rights, and 
an Infringement of our Trade to give any Interruption 
to them there, it would be Os. impoſſible for the 


' $pamards to put a Stop to this unlawful Trade, though 


they caught them in the Fact: for if they do not fail into 
their Harbours, it would be an Inſult upon our Under- 
ſtanding, and a Contempt of our Power, if they ſhould 
preſume to meddle with them. _ | 3 
HowEvER, to ſet this Matter in ſtill a clearer Light; 
ſuppoſe a * hand lie hovering upon their Coaſts for a 
conſiderable Time together, within a ſmall Diſtance of 


the Shore, without any apparent Reaſon or Neceſſity, are 


they to be abſolutely excluded from all Means of inform- 
ing themſelves of the -Cauſe of it? They durſt not go on 
board, becauſe that would be called viſiting and ſearching 


them, and ſtopping them upon the High Seas, which no 
Nation, not even the little Republick of Genoa, would 


bear“; and yet certainly nothing could be a ſtronger Evi- 
dence than this, that this Ship was a Smuggler, no, not 
even if ſhe was found in their very Ports and Havens ; 
What then, in ſuch a Caſe, muſt they do? Why nothing, 


as I can conceive, but, according to the Rules that theſe 


Gentlemen lay down, even let them run what Goods the 
os and patiently ſubmit to ſuch a plain and manifeſt 
iolation of their che; and if they did ſo in one In- 


For they muſt not be viſited or ſtopped, and they cannot 


be confiſcated, but when they catch them ſmuggling in 


their own: Harbours, which it is an extremely probable 
thing they will very often do. LT 

As Multitudes of ſuch Caſes muſt happen, how abſurd, 
how utterly impracticable it would have been then for our 
Miniſters, in their Negotiation with Spain, to have inſiſted, 
as theſe Gentlemen would have had them have done, that 
previous to any Treaty, an expreſs Declaration ſhould be 
made by Spain, that no Britiſp Ship ſhould be ſtopp'd, 
viſited or ſearched on the High Seas, on any Pretence of 
Account whatever? and that without ſuch a full and ex- 
0 880 Recognition of this to be our clear and undoubted 

ight, that we ſhould at once break off all Negotiation, 
| U 3 | and 


* The Confiderations. 


ſtance, they muſt do ſo in another, and ſo on to Eternity. 
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” DR 
and immediately have recourſe to Arms.* If we had even 
the Sword at their Throats, and they lay at our Mercy, 
could we have talked in a more lofty and authoritative 


Stile? nay, would it not have been the moſt unjuſt, the 


moſt unreaſonable thing in the World, to have extorted 
ſuch Terms from them even then ? Ought not the Caſe 
that has been mentioned (and infinite Numbers of the ſame 
kind muſt daily occur) to be made an Exception out of this 
general Rule? At leaſt, does it not, upon the firſt View 
of it, deſerve to be confidered and diſcuſſed ? Ought we 
not to hear what. the Court of Spain has to fay in a Point 
of ſuch Conſequence as this, before we determine ſo pe- 
remptorily and fo arbitrarily upon it? and is not this a 
Matter very fit to be ſettled by Plenipotentiaries, who will 
conſider of all the Circumſtances of every particular Caſe 
that may ariſe, who will weigh all the Difficulties and In- 
conveniences that may occur on one Side and the other, and 
who will have 'all the Proofs and Evidences before them 

roper to found their Judgment upon? What can be more 


Jjuſt and equitable than this? This is the thing the Con- 


vention has done; this is the Thing the Patriots, thoſe 
Men of ſuch wonderful Uprightneſs and Integrity, have 
been endeavouring to raiſe the Clamour of the whole Na- 
tion againſt the Miniſtry, or rather againſt one particular 
Gentleman in the Miniffey, for doing. 8 

AND may not ſuch Points as theſe be very ſafely left to 
be ſettled and adjuſted by Plenipotentiaries, conſiſtent with 
all the Rights of the Fritiſb Nation, and their Freedom of 
Navigation in the Seas of America? The Freedom of 
Navigation is the Right of failing upon the High Seas, and 
of proſecuting our Voyages, without Interruption, either 
to our own Colonies and Provinces, or to thoſe Places and 


Ports, where, by particular Treaties, or by the Law of 


Nations in general, we have a free and open Trade ; but 
the Freedom of Navigation is not what theſe Gentlemen 
inſiſt upon, a Right to continue upon every Coaſt, with- 
out purſuing any certain Courſe, within any Diſtance from 
the Shoar, and for as long a Time as we pleaſe, even where 


no Trade at all is allowed, provided we keep upon the 
High Seas only : Is not this a Grievance which ought.to be 


provided againſt? I am ſure we do it in England; and 
why ſhould not Spain have the ſame Liberty? All our 
Wool that is clandeſtinely exported (which is the Staple 
Commodity of this Kingdom) is carried on board Veſſels 
that lie out at Sea ready to receive it: We hear of 15 In- 

: | - ſtance 
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ſtance of its being put on board Ships while they are in 


Harbour; it is never done, it would be impracticable to do 
it; and for that Reaſon an Act of Parliament was made, 
in the ſixth Year of his late Majeſty, to make it lawful. 
for any of his Majeſty's Ships of War, Frigats, or armed 
« Sloops, appointed for the Guard of Coaſts, or for any 
< Veſlel belonging to the Cuſtoms, to compel the Maſter - 
<:of ſuch Veſſel to come into Port; and the Ship is there- - 


©; by declared ſubject to the ſame Penalties and Forfeitures 


< as are preſcribed' by another Act made in the ſame Reign.” 
What is this to be called but viſiting and ſearching ? and 
yet did we ever hear of any Nation that ever complained 


of it ? or ſhould we pay any Regard to their Complaints, 


if they did? | 
WHAT, therefore, we do ourſelves, what every Nation 


has an undoubted Right to do, why ſhould Spain alone, 


who ſuffers more than any other Nation in the World from 
a clandeſtine Trade, be debarred from doing? Let them be 
reſtrained on any Pretence whatſoever, to ſtop our Ships 
while they are fairly and honeſtly proſecuting their Voyages; 
let the Sea be open, and let our Navigation be free and 
without any Interruption. 'This we have an indiſputable 
Right to inſiſt on, and this the Court of Spain has admit- 
ted by the preſent Convention, and is willing to ſecure to 
us, upon the very Terms that we ourſelves have deſired, 
that is, upon the Foot of former Treaties : But if our Ships, 
to uſe the Words of our own Act of Parliament, will lie 
© hovering on the Coaſts, and not proceed on their Voyage, 
Wind and Weather permitting,” for God's ſake, let us 
not run ourſelyes .raſhly into a War, to ſupport Wrong 
and Injuſtice, and under Pretence of defending and main- 


taining our own Rights, make the moſt open Attack, and 


ering, the moſt notorious Violation upon the Rights of 
others . 
Nor. is the Manner of ſettling the Boundaries and Li- 
mits of theſe diſtinct Rights of either Nation ſo difficult as 
has been induſtriouſly repreſented; the Convention itſelf 
has fixed it upon the trueſt and ſureſt Foundation; all 
© the reſpective Pretenſions of the two Crowns, as well 
© with relation to the Trade and Navigation in America 
© and Europe, as to other Points that remain likewiſe to be 
© adjuſted, are finally to be regulated according to the Senſe 
and Purport of the Treaties ſubſiſting between them; 
and to avoid all Poſſibility of Miſtake, the Treaties them- 
ſelves are particularly enumerated in the Convention. 
= U*"4* | I SHALE L 


— . WER HP EUR ⅛—] A K 4, ee TT 2 TS 


| 
| 
| 
: 
| 
| 


g n K 4 EY: L I EPL) 
n WW * * : Es 


(296) | 
I sul only make one Obſervation more, and that 
is with regard to che Senſe which thoſt virtuous Patriots, 
who, right or wrong, are ſor plunging their Country into 
a War, would put upon the two firſt of thoſe Freaties,' I 
mean the "Treaties of 1667 and 1670. It is ſtips latet 
e 7 by thoſe Treatics, ſay they, that unleſs our Ships 
< be found failing into, or trading in the Ports and 
< Havens belonging to Spain, the Spaninrds have no right 
© to moleſt them“ 10% Proj Tots bord < 
Bo v if ſach Ships lie off at Sea; within a convenient 
Diſtance from the Shore, till Boats come and take their 
Commodities from them, and carry them into the Ports 
and Havens belonging to Spain, is not this in common Senſe 
to be conſtrued a trading in the Ports and Harbours of Hain, 
to all Intents and Purpoſes as effectually as if the Ships 
themſelves had actually failed into them? I am ſure if it 
ſhould not, it would be impoſſible for the Wit of Man to 
contrive a Freaty which might not be elu den. 
Upon the whole Matter, this Convention anſwers all 
the Purpoſes that any reaſonable Man, who means nothing 
but the Good of his Country, can deſire; it does Honour 
to thoſe who had the negotiating of it; and the more ſo, 
becauſe the falfe and — Repreſentations that were 
made of our Adminiſtration to the Miniſters of all Foreign 
Courts, particularly to the Minifter of that very Crown, 
with which this Negotiation was carrying on, were ſuffi- 
eient to create a Jealouſy and Diftruſt, which might have 


defeated the moſt prudent and beſt concerted Meafures : 
Fheſe falſe Patriots tried all the wicked Arts that Malice 
itſelf could ſuggeſt, to render all Methods of Accommoda- 
tion with Spain void, and then vilified in the moſt ſcanda- 
lous Manner, the Miniftry, for not obtaining Terms: from 
Spain, which were both unreaſonable in themſelves, and 
would have been impoſſible to be obtained, if no Difficul- 
ties at all had been thrown in their Way; but even ſup- 
poſing this Convention were as mean and diſhonourable to 
the Nation, as in their Libeis and Speeches they have en- 
deavoured to perſuade the Nation to believe it to be, upon 
whom, in Juſtice, ought the Odium of it to be fixed? 
Why, without all manner of doubt, upon 'themſetves ; 
who, to gratify their own implacable Hatred and inſatiable 
Ambition, were moſt indefatigable in their Attempts to 
clog and obitruct all the Paſſages that led to an Accommo- 
dation; and, from the whole Tenour of whoſe Conduct 


and Behaviour, it plainly appeared, that there ſole _ 
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- Miniſtry, and laying the Foundation of their own Gran- 


ing the Miniſter, as they affect to call one Gentleman in * 


deur upon his Ruin, he ſtill lives to ſee thoſe whe triumph d 
ſo lately, who plum'd themſelves ſo highly upon his ap- 

rdaching Fall, who told us in ſueh inſolent, and indeed. 
Fach ſcandalous Terms, That he was almoſt come to the 
End of his Race; that he might ſtruggle for a ſhort 
© Reprieve 3 but that he was in the Toil, and could never 
get out; and that without pretending to the Gift of Pro- 
« phecy, they might pronounce him fallen*.” I fay, he 
ſtill lives to ſee theſe audacious Braggers, who have been ſo 
often poſſeſſed with this lying Spirit, covered again With 
Shame and Confuſion, and adding one more to the nume- 
rous Liſt of their former Diſappointments; he till enjoys 
his Power, in ſpight of all their wicked Arts, their Cla- 
mour, and Oppoſition. And it is neither Flattery, nor Com- 


the Honour, the Reputation, and the true Intereſt of the 


Nation, ' that he ſhould py it ; that we may not fall into 
the Hands of Quacks in 


worſe, if any thing can be worſe, into the Hands of the 
former entirely; for the latter were only Tools upon this 
Occaſion, to ſet one df the former at the Head of our 
Affairs; and if a Scheme, ſo excellently well contrived, for 
"Ng the Welfare of theſe Kingdoms, and particularly 
o glorious to the Cauſe of Liberty, had taken Place, it 
would deſerve the ſerious Conſideration of ſome of thoſe 
little Squibs of Faction, thoſe petit Matres in Politicks, 
who ſet themſelves up for great Counſellors and Adviſers, 
whether a Change in ſomething of infinitely more Conſe- 
ence, which I dare not name, might not ſoon follow a 
8 | | i” 
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oliticks, into an unnatural Con- 


junction of Jacobites and Republicans, or rather what is 
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THURSDAY, FE BRU ART 1, 1739. 


8 the Convention between Great Britain and 
Spain is ſaid to be ratified and confirmed, and 
: 8 Meſt India Merchants, with great Reaſon, 
ſeem uneaſy at the Report of the Spaniards 
being allowed to ſearch our Ships within cer- 
tain Limits, or two Miles diſtance from their Coaſt, 
it is neceſſary to make ſome Remarks on that Article, | 
which is of the greateſt Importance to our Trade and Navi- 
gation to America; tho? ſome Perſons, perhaps, may not 
think. it worth contending, who are unacquainted with that 
Part of the World. 

1. FT is contrary to the Refolutions of the Houſe of 
Lords and Commons, and their Addreſs to his Majeſty 
8 wherein it is expreſly declared, © That the ub. 
_ © jets of the Crown of Great Britain have à clear and un- 

© doubted Right to navigate in the American Seas, to and 
from any Part of his Majeſty's Dominions ; and for car- 
© rying-on ſuch Trade and Commerce as they are juſtly in- 


„ tithe unto in America; as allo to carry all ſorts of N 
an 


| 
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© and Merchandizes, or Effects, from one Part of his Ma- 


© jeſty's Dominions to any other Part thereof; and that no 
Goods, being ſo carried, are oy any. Treaty ſubſiſting be- 
© tween the. Crowns of Great Britain and Spain, to be 
< deemed or taken as contraband or prohibited Goods, and 
© that the Searching of ſuch Ships on the open Seas, under 
© Pretence of their carrying contraband or prohibited 
Goods, is a Violation and Infraction of the Treaties ſub- 


_ © fiſting between the two Crowns.” 


2. IT will be a Sanction, or an Acknowledgment of the 
Right of Sovereignty, which the Spanzards arrogate to 
"themſelves in the American Seas: A Claim fo far from bein 
owned by us, or any other Nation, that it has always been, 
and I hope ever will be, treated with the utmoſt Contempt, 
inſtead of being yielded to them, | = 


3. Ir will render our Trade to America more precarious 


than ever, if not impracticable, without Convoys ; which 
will put the Nation to a vaſt Expence, and be attended with 
many Difficulties and Obſtructions to our Commerce and 
Navigation in that Part of the World. V 
For theſe Reaſons J hope no kind of Conceſſion is made 
to them, in that Reſpect, as many fatal Conſequences to 
the Trade and Intereſt of the Nation will inevitably flow 
from thence. | Mere Berg 
FTzkEsE Points have been ſo fully and clearly explained 
and proved, in ſeveral excellent Speeches and Writings, 
particularly a late Pamphlet, entitled, Confiderations upon 
the preſent State of Affairs at Home and Abroad, that it is 
altogether needleſs ſaying any thing farther, than to deſcribe 
the Navigation to and from our Colonies, which will evi- 
dently make appear the third and laſt Poſition, . 
In the Paſſage from Great Britain, our Ships are under 
the Neceſſity of making the Iſland of St. Demingo, and 
_ failing within fifteen Leagues, or leſs, to avoid falling on 
Port Morant Cays, where ſeveral Ships have been loſt, and 
for the more certain making the Iſland of Jamaica; as the 
Currents often fit very ſtrong to the Weſtward, and they 
would otherwiſe be foiſted to Leeward of their Port, if not 
miſs the Ifland, which ſome have done by that Means. 
In return from Famaica to Great Britain, our Ships 


have only two Ways, or Paſſages, viz. thro! the Gulph of 


Florida ; or between Cape Maiz and Cape Nicholas, com- 
monly called the Windward Paſſage. In the former, they 
are obliged to turn againſt the Wind, from Cape Antonio to 
the Havanna; and to avoid falling into the Bay of Apalachr, 
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forced to ſail ſo nea 


the V 


T 300 * 

or on the . Shore, which are very dangerous, they are 

fey of the Land of C 25 

ey * we it cannot lex that any Ship, 

ul ye that is 1 obey Will chuſe to come fo 

Shore as two or iles, es, yet ſometimes the 

Saane bet ſo ſtro wy, the cannot avoid it, and are often 

rt anna, as to come in Sight of 

the Moor Ceſile. The Diſtance between Cape Maia on 
Cape Nicholas, the Entrance into the Windward P 


NR ng and es; and S — * 
that P a s y A 55 


uſe to eg lapping to. Cape 
Nabe 8. er the he Bock Shore, _ tho* they are ſometimes 
foiſted by the Currents on the other which ; is the Eaſt End 
of Cuba. They are | likewiſe obliged to paſs by ſeveral 
al uninhabited Tands, called by the 1 Cayos, 
and (as the Channel between them is very narrow) to come 
within two or three Miles of ſome of them, viz. Nquaza, 
Hamago, Crooked Iſland, Long and, &c. and as the Sa- 
niards pretend a Right to all the uninhabited Iſlands and 
Places in America, and even to ſome which have been many 
Years in our. Pelſeflion, they will -undoubted! ray a 
Right to ſearch and ſeize our Ships which paſs that 
25 ar Nog . 5 — ul the OY 'of 82 
rince 7am, t. King ſlough, in Fuly 1723; it appear- 
that they had no other Pretence than 4 Claim oy 
retended the King of Spain had to St. Chriſtapber's and 
| Spit ſhe being chiefly laden with Sugars produced at 
the former Iſland, — bad on board ten Tons of Brazillita 


 Woed, which was cut on the latter. 


From hence it plainly appears, wg our (Ships, to WF 
from America, are PREY an abſolute N of Sailing 
Near their Coalts, : and are often forced by Via. Currents, 
and other Circumſtances, to come 5 to them than they 
would chuſe or deſire tp that the fixing of Limits at two 
Miles, or any other Diſtance, will ; liable to infinite 
Difficulties, and endleſs Chicane. And as we have an un- 
doubted Right, by the Law of Nations, as well as former 
8 1 as nigh to their Coaſts as the Courſe of 

Winde, and other Cireumſtances 9 re- 
3 1 in 8 of Neceſſity, to enter orts, 
without being liable to a Search, that Right ce be 
given up with Honour to the Nation, or the Security of 
our Trade. 

By 4% who are to be Judges of the Diſtance? Why, the 


W ourts in America, where the Legality of the Gaul 


„ 
is to be tried; the Captors are to be the Evidences, who 
may conſtrue ten Miles, or more, for one; and a Spaniſb 
Advocate, fet up by themfelves, is to plead for out Mer- 
chants; for neither the Maſter, or any of his Men, are al- 
lowed to make a Defence, or even to appear at the Trial, 
but are under cloſe Confinement, if not in Iren The 
Conſequence of this is, that every Ship which is DO 


them muſt be confiſcated ; for it hath been clearly proved, 


that the Judges, and other Royal Officers, even the Go- 
vernors, are concerned in their Guarda Coſta's, and ſhare 
the Plunder; and the allowing them to ſearch our Ships, 
at two Miles, or any other Diſtance, is a tacit Permiſſion 
to ſearch: and feize them wherever they meet them, ſince 


they have the Conſtruction of the Diſtance, or whether the 


Veſſel bath been on an illicit Trade or not; and if a Ship 
has en Board Pieces of Eight, Logwood, or Cocoa, it is 
deemed a ſuffeient Proof, tho they have no other Species of 
Maney in Janmicu than Spaniſh Coin, which is imported by 
the South Sea Company, and Logwood and Cocoa grows in 
that land, Nay, where thofe Pretences have been want- 
ing, they have made uſe of the mott villainous Methods to 
colour Condemnation, by — — Pieces of 
Eight on Board, and giving that as 2 of her being on 
a clandeſtine Commerce, particularly the Naber, Capt. 


Lig; the Henry, Capt. James, of Briftol, carried into 


Ports Rico; and the Linity, Capt. Pla:fteed, in the Service of 
the Royal African — and carried into the au. 
Theſe were bound from Aſfrita to 2 with Negroes, 
and in the Courſe of their intended Voyage, had not touch d 


at any other Place than Barbadoes for Refreſhment. It is 


therefore obvious what we are to expect, and what will be 
the Conſequence, if a Search is allowed at any Di or 
upon any Pretence whatever, unleſs a Ship be found in 
actual Trade on any Part of their Coaſt, and out of the due 
Courſe of their Voyage, to or from any Part of the Britiſb 


The 
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1 Should not have thought a Pamphlet entitled Popular 
4 Prejudices againſt the Convention, &c. worth any man- 
ner of Notice, had not great Numbers of them been diſtri- 
buted gratis at the Doors of the Houſe of Lords and Com- 
mons, and in divers other Places, with a malicious and 
wicked Intention of throwing an Obloquy not only on our 
injured and diſtreſſed Merchants, but even on the whole 
% 5 
Aru firſt J imagined it was the Performance of a certain 
Foreigner, or rather a Renegado Subject of Great Britain, 
who is treated with more Civility and Reſpect than he de- 
ſerves, and is conſiſtent with the Honour of the Nation; 
or the ingenious and learned Authors of the Gazetteer, and 
publiſned at the Expence of their generous Patron, who 
ſeems to be ſinking, and catching at every Twig to preſerve 
himſelf, and has declared it to be the beſt Pamphlet that ever 
was wrote by any Party; but I am credibly informed, that 
it is the candid and honeſt Production of a R. R. and 
, pious Prelate, the titular. A—h B——þ of Toledo. 
I is needleſs to take Notice of his manner of Reaſoning, 
and it will take up too much of your Time, to point out all 
the impudent and barefaced Aſperſions he endeavours to load 
our Country with, and therefore I ſhall only take Notice of 
the moſt remarkable Paſſages, on which he ſeems to lay the 
greateſt Streſs, and from thence you may judge what Credit 
is to be given to his ſacerdotal Word, who has no manner 
of Regard to Reaſon, 'Truth, or common Juſtice, 
 THrarT War is never to be tried, till private Treaties 
prove ineffectual, I readily agree to; but how long are pub- 
lick Grievances and Differences between Nation and Na- 
tion to ſubſiſt, without having Recourſe to any other 
Remedy than Treaties © which have proved ineffectual, with 


regard to the Complaints of our injured Merchants, after 


eight Years Trial and Experience; and the Spaniards 1 
| | 0 


( 393) 
fo far from deſiſting from their unwarrantable Practices, 
that, with an uncommon Contempt of the Br:7h Nation, 


have continued their Inſults and Depredations, inſtead. of 


redreſſing them. - Vi £29 
ANOTHER Fact, fays this Writer, not eaſily credited, 


and, I believe, not to be proved, is, that the Spaniards 


have ſeized and condemned any Britiſh Ships, outward- 


bound, above One hundred Leagues from any Shore, with- 


out any Pretence at all. This is mere Prevarication, and 
trifling; for what Difference is there between ſeizing a Ship 
at any Diſtance from their Coaſt, outward or homeward- 
bound ? And that ſeveral Ships have been taken at that 
Diſtance, homeward- bound, has been fully proved, and 
made e ; particularly the Prince William, Capt. Ki 

dough. But what Right bave the Spaniards to Viſit and 
Search our Ships at any Diſtance, or on any Pretence, un- 


leſs they are actually found Trading? 


. THERE is indeed, ſays he, ſome Cocoa growing in our 


Colonies, but very different from Spaniſb Cocoa. He ſhould 


have ſhewn the Difference, which I defy him to make out; 
for, it is well known that Jamaica was formerly a Spaniſh 
Iſland, and Cocoa the principal Commodity. The Seed is 
the ſame, and the Nuts not to be diſtinguiſhed. Afartmice 


Cocoa, indeed, is very different, the Nut is ſmaller, drier, 
and not ſo oily, As to Logwood, large Quantities have 


been ſhipped to Great Britain, which grew in that Iſland, 
as can be fully proved and made appear; and that the Im- 
portations will increaſe, if our Merchant Ships will take it 
in; for ſeveral Commanders have declined it, fearing it 
would be the Means of - their Ship and Cargo's being 


ſeized and condemned, in caſe they met with a Spaniſb 


SAA ðͤ Don £4 
Tk Inſtance he gives, p. 14, of an Engliſb Man of 


War, that ſtopped and ſearched a Ship belonging to a neigh- 


bouring Nation, and endeavoured to extort from the Crew 
a Confeſſion that they were purſuing an illicit Trade, by 


the Force of Torture, and ſo tied burning Matches be- 
tween their Fingers, is very little to the Purpoſe, ſince he 
himſelf tells us at the ſame time, that, for this Cruelty, 


the Authors were, by order of the Government, ſubjected to a 
Trial before a Court Martial, and condemned; tho! it is very 
extraordinary, that ſo remarkable a Circumſtance did not 


make more Noiſe in the World, and ſeems unknown to any 


Body but himſelf ; but if the Facts are true, the Perſons 


injured, according to his own Account, had all the Juſtice | 
"bur 1 | done 
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done them that could be reaſonably expetted, and the Ag- 
— from being ſcreened and protected 

| vernment: reas I never heard that Capt d by th 
ever had any Satisfaction for his Ear, or our ä for 
their Loſſes; on the. contrary, the Spanifh Governors and 
Guarda Coſtas are countenanced and nnen their 
Acts of Violence and Injuſtice. 

I wWISR there was not the lead Ground er Oolees of 
| Truth in that Part of his Narrative relating to Capt. Fen- 
nings, though he has aggravated the Circumſtances, and o- 
mitted doing Juſtice to the Government of Famaica, who 
made the Spuniards all the Reparation and Satisfaction in 
their Power: And as to his being received in that Iſland 
with Joy and. Triumph, it is abſolutely falſe ; for the Ac- 
tion was generally diſapproved of, and cenſared, ' The Caſe 
ſtands thus: Capt. Ferings was bred to the Sea, and main- 
tained a very fair Character till he was drawn into that un- 
happy Aﬀair. On the Death of his Father, who left him 
near 300 l. per Anmon in Jamaica, he lived aſhore ; but, 
hearing of the Loſs of the on the Coaſt of Norida, 
and chat the Spaniards had deſerted them, be and two others 
ſteted out with 100 Men, and not 600, though feveral o- 
thers followed, but did not arrive there till the Action was 
over. On his Arrival among the Wrecks, ſome Spamards, 

to the Number of 120, or more, who had fixed ſome 
Tents on a Cay, or ſmall Hland, (and had got out of them 
40 or $0,000 ieces of Eight, and not 300,000, as is fall 
aſſerted) fired, and did them ſome Damage; whi 
Capt. Petnings and the other Commanders the ma- 
jor Part of their Men, drove the Spaniards off the Cay, 
and” ſeized their Money and Effects. On bis Return to 
Jamaica he did likewiſe take a Spaniſb Sloop, which firſt at- 
tacked and endeavour'd to take him. 

Upon the Complaint of the Spamb Ambaffador, Orders 
were ſent to the Governor of Jomaica to enquire into the 
Facts, and, if proved, to make Reſtitution and Satisfaction. 
A Warrant was immediately iſſued out to apprehend 3 
nings, Who made his Eſcape off the Iſland; but his 

was confiſcated and ſold, in Order to make Satisfaction to 
the Spaniards, as far it would go; and two other Perſons 


| Who were concerned in the Sloop, the one compounded for 
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20001. and the other run off the Iſtand, and his Effects 
were likewiſe ſeized, and ſold to the ſame Purpole. 

Tu Inſtance he gives of two Spaniſh Gentlemen © who 
0 were invited by an Engliſb — on board his Ship, 


and 
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and kept them two Days ſtarving to extort a 


« that failing, cut off the Ear and Noſe of them, and, with 


« a Cutlaſs at his Throat, forced him to eat them, is of a 
Piece with the reſt, and further evinces the Candor and 
2 the Spaniſb Apoſtle, who hath collected this and 
ſome other Paſſages out of the Hiſtory of the Pirates, to caſt 
an Odium on our Countrymen, and to colour and palliate 
the Barbarity and Inhumanity of the Spaniards to our brave 


and honeſt Seamen; for this very Fact was committed by a 


Pirate, and the Crew conſiſted of all Nations, though the 
Captain was an Engliſhman ; and it is well known that a- 


mongſt thoſe People, a Commander has very little Authori- 


ty, except in an Engagement. 


TEE laſt Paſſage I ſhall take Notice of, which will be 


ſufficient to ſhew our Spaniſh Apoſtle in a true Light, and in 


his proper Colours, is that wherein he afſerts © that he has 


ſeen as free Subjects as any the King of Spain hath, ex- 
« poſed to Sale in a Briziþ Colony, purchaſed there like 
Cattle, and treated afterwards very little better by the Pur- 
« chaſers; that a Span;h Gentleman was ſent on purpoſe to 
demand his Countrymen from Bondage; that he knew the 
* Anfwer and Refuſal of the Governor of that Colony, and 
© that he could eaſily prove thoſe very Slaves continued ſo to 


this very Day in the ſame Colony.“ Our Spaniſh Apoſtle 


ſhould: have been more particular in pointing out the Colo- 


ny, the Governor's Name, at. what Time he was there, 
and ſome other Circumſtances which he has omitted; but 


I ſhall explain this Matter, which he has repreſented ſo dark- 


— 


ly, with an Intent to blacken the Governor and Inhabitants 
of that Colony; and as the Facts are falſely ſtated, the 


Scandal and Ignominy he endeavours to caſt on them will 


retort upon himſelf, __ 


SoME Indians were purchaſed of the Muſquets Indians, 


which. they had taken Priſoners in War, and . brought to 
Jamaica, in the Government of Major-General Hunter : 


mong the Spaniards, and were chriſtened, were demanded 
ſome time after by a Spaniſb Gentleman, and probably the 
Governor might give ſuch Anſwer as he mentions ; but he 
had the Liberty of bringing an Action de Homine Replegi- 
ando, which was determined in their Favourz they were 


accordingly releaſed in Court, and returned to New Spain. . 
Four others were ſold at Antigua, and releaſed in the 


ſame Manner; and after they had their Libegty, they choc 
rather to remain among the Engliſb than return to their own 
5 X | Country. 


Among them, two or three, who proved to be born free a- 


— — Rs 


— . — 


— — — 
- " q e ene s „ "JAY Pots — — Ft _ - — TIF 
Ce OE ea Be ea. ie ES 


i 

| : 

1 

1 
« 


8 
1 
f 
by. 
if 

* 

. 
1 7 
. 
vi 
kg 

7 
#5 — 
+I 
. 

65 
» 
4 
10 
* 
A 
0 
1 
113 
x 
PL 

| 

pi 


ä = 3 a : a 24 4 x * ö 
— r.... ⁵˙—Ä n.. A ihe. nd tap rune 


= 
— 
r 


you ſhou 


9 30 90) 


They are now livin, th as I am credib] 
Tray, and br a em in a TREE 
ner 


; Fu s 1500 e confuted this pioug and exemplary, Spaniſh. 
e, and I deubt not but every candid and. impartial 
Hon, will look upon him in the Light he j Ja deſerves. 
to the Facts, I appeal to the S of Jamaica, 
who, Iam perſuaded, are ready to do themſelves and Coun- 
try Juſtice; in teſtifying the Fruth, whenever they are 
mm upon 275 FAY Perſons. 


The DAILY POST, 
FRIDAY, Manon 2, 1739: 


To the Propietors f der South Sea Gmpory,” 


© GENTLEMEN, 


PH E London. Evening Poſt of laſt Night has plainly. 

ſhewn the Amount of your Loſſes, occafioned by 
Spaniſh Seizures, contrary to Treaty in the 22 Indies; to 
Which, if we add the Number of annual Ships you have 


been prevented ſending during the Courſe of the Aﬀeento, 


you 2 then reckon upon near a Million Sterling more. 
THE” Treaty of Utrecht, (that exploded Treaty) bad as 
it is ſaid to be in other Matters, yet in yours at leaſt it has 
had particular Regard ; for by that "tis in the ſtrongeſt 
Manner providee,.. in caſe of War between the two Nations, 
d be entirely exempt from all its Conſequences, 
and, inſtead of Seizures, ſhould have ſix Months time given 
u to withdraw your Effects out of the Spaniſh Dominions: 
bar hes in this Reſpect at leaſt, I think you are a little 


more obliged to thoſe who made that Treaty, than to the 
C= -N- Makers, who are ſo far from having taken 


due Care of you, that they have left you out of the Protec- 
tion of the Britiſb Crown ; and you are now actually be- 


come (I mean in your * * to the King of 


Spain, ah 
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: Dr every unblaſſed Man calmly lay his Hand upon his 


| Heart, and then judge of the third Article of this our 5 


Convention; an Article which has been uſhered in with 


much Pomp in a moſt auguſt Aſſembly; and an Article, 


Which by Tools who dare not judge for themſelves, has 
been attempted to be made a-Panegyrick upon Iuqeaty-make- 
ing in all private Converſations. By this Article then (af- 
ter_ the Beduction of 60,000 J. by us Wie dez for the 
DeftruQtion of their Fleet, in Time of War, by Sir George 
Bing) the Spaniards conſent to pay 95, O00 J. for a Ballance; 
this laſt for our injured Merchants, who, when the whole 
has been paid, will thus receive about a Crown in the 


Pound ſor their Loſſes. This is the mighty Acquiſition: 


But then, Gentlemen, tis out of your Purſes this Money is 
to be ſqueezed: For, by the Declaration of Don Sebaſtian 


die la Quadra, you are previouſly bound to pay 68,000 J. 


notwithſtanding the many Hundred Thouſands which are 
owing to you from Spain; otherwiſe by the ſame Declara- 
tion it appears your Aſiento Treaty is made void, and you, 
like our Englißb Sailors, left to the opus Mercy of the 
Spaniſh Crown; the Conſequerices of which will be, ano- 
ther general Seizure of all your Effects 1 which more 


than twice that Sum will be immediate, Hired to the 
Spaniſh Coffers, your old Debt àt one, And che Commerce 
of Old Spain, become deſperate; for rs A the ſame time 
making the Catholick King à Preſent öf at leaſt 500,000 /. 
for ſo good a Job done . mſelves : For this Sum, I am 


told, you might have had youtfelves three or four Years a- 


. if you had then been permitted to have parted with your 


rade, which now is likely to be forced from you without 
any Conſideration whatſoever. Tis thus therefore, by your 
Refuſal of the Payment of 68, ooo /. that the King of Spain, 
inſtead of pay ing 95, ooo J. as is inſinuated by the aforeſaid 
third Article of the Convention, will in fact be a Gainer 


to himſelf by that very Article, of ſome hundred thouſand 


Pounds. | : 

Bur if on the other fide you do conſent to pay this 
68,000 l. you then generouſly make a free Gift of ſo much 
ready Money to a Prince, and at the ſame time ſign a 
tacit Acquittance of all that mighty Debt due to you on ac- 
count of Repriſals; and there is nothing he can do for you 
in return for this great Sum of Money, but what he has al- 
ready obliged himſelf to do by former folemn Treaties, and 
which he ought to be compelled to, if you were thought 
worthy of the ProteCtion of 1 Crown under which yu 
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live. - So. that whatever Return he may think fit to pro- 
miſe you, there is no more Reaſon to truſt to his preſent 
Royal Word than his paſt ; or to think a Treaty made un- 
der the preſent Adminiſtration will have more Weight than 
under the Sanction of the paſt. Your Caſe therefore of all 
others is the hardeſt ; neither ſuffered to part with your 
Trade when a good Occaſion offer'd, nor yet now to keep 
it: You are literally become, in the preſent Conjuncture, 
a true, but ſorrowful Type of the Scape-Goat of the an- 
tient Iſraelites, who are to atone for the Sins of the People, 


* - 


and be ſacrified to ſerve a preſent Turn, 
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THURSDAY, MARC 1, 1738. 
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their 


of our Commerce, unleſs Spain will abſolutely and for 


ever confine their viſiting, ſearching, and taking. our 
Veſſels, to the Regulations ſettled betwixt the two Nations 


by the Treaties of 1667 and 1670. 


: = 00,37 483.- 


>= E T is by all admitted! that the ti 
D 5 ſearching, and taking our Ships in 
* oyages to and from our Plantations 
in America, hath been the chief Cauſe of 
our preſent Difference with the Court of Spain. 

Ir is too as generally admitted, that twill be impoſ- 
ſible to carry on for the future this ad vantageous Branch 
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By thoſe Treaties it appears to have 5 e ſtipu- 
* that in caſe either theirs, or our Ships, ſhould have 
been ound - failing into, or trading an. the Ports, Har- 
| hours, . betongi to the er n ö 
eantaxdband Good: . Service of an Enrmy mol 
which are there explained to be warlike Stores, ther mould 
be ſubject to viſiting, ſearching, and taking by the injur'd 
Party; but if the Ships of either Nation ſhould have been 
driven into the Harbours of theiother, to avoid Pyrates, on 
want of Proviſions, or any other abſolute Neceſſity, then 
they were to be treated kindly, to be furniſh'd with what 
| they might want Wr s and to depart as foon as con- 
veniently they could. 

By no Treaty finge have we &ver admitted, orttath goth 
ever claim d, any further Right: 

Fox near the firſt fifty Years after the making theſe 
Treaties, no ſuch Complaint hath ever been made as has 
been thought wonthy · the Notice of either Nation. 

Bur for ſome Yeats paſt the Spaniards, whether juſtly 
ee or not I ſhall not enter into, have, under 

retence of Powers by theſe Treaties, made many un- 
warrantable 4 of — Ships and Effects which have 


not been failing in ing with Ob or 
carryin E. Arp = Per 88 Service ne- 
mies, by which they had rendered our l to our 
American Colonies ſo hazardous, that our Merchants ex- 
hibited to the Houſe of Commons the laſt Seſſion of Par- 
lament their moſt reaſdnable Cotnplaints, and At the Bar 
of the Houſe fo fully made out the Alleparions of their 
Petition, that the Houſe came to a Reſolution to addreſs 
— King in their 3 * "who was graciouſly pleaſed to 
_ anſwer that he his 8 to procure 
— for what was paſt, OY for * 
— to come. 


To obtain theſe Ends two Methods were a 


to our . 2 alſo te? in caſe that had 
to have been in Readineſs to do ourſelves that allen 
by Force, which we could not obtain by Treaty. 

N Conſequence of theſe Meaſures, the King of Spain | 
did think fit to conſent to a Treaty, which was ſoon after. 
ſet on foot, and he has alteady ſo far acknowledged his 
having exceeded the Powers he might think he had by 
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four. Months, or ſooner. if. poſſible, from; the Day of: 
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the. Treaties of 2667 2 1570, a8. not. only to. haue agreed | 


Fe: ies i his SubjeRts had. done them, and which. Sstisfactiom 
ly, to be. paid them ins Money, in Lada within. 


Ws figning the Convention, but alſo to reſer all the athess 


tters in Difference betwixt us, to be adjuſted and ſet- 
tled.(and-which. muſt be finiſhed.in eight Months) agreeable. 
to. the. Treaties ſubſiſting between the two Nations. 
By no Treaty is it pretended that Spain has any, othes: 


Power than what is before- mentioned; and as this was a 


mutual Stipulation, and that we have the ſame Powers, no 
one can deny their being reaſonable. 


- SiNCE then the King of Spain has conſented to ſubmit 
| himſelf to be reſtrained within the original Intention of 


the Treaties ſubſiſting between us, the Meſt India Mer- 
chants, . who are the only Traders direQly and properl 
concerned in this-Queſtion, are deſired toranſwer the 
lowing Queries. ve . 

Ir our Crown had inſiſted, as ſome ſeem to have expect - 
ed it ſhould, that Spain ſhould have explicitly declared, 
that they would not ſearch, viſit, or take any of our Ships 
during the eight Months allowed the Plenipotentiaries to 
ſettle all our Differences * 


855 1. WHETHER it would not have carried with it 
an Implication of what «we-abſolutely deny, that is, of 
their having any ſuch Right? * Bo 


THo' it may be true, that ſomeShips may have been 


taken ſince, and before the Knowledge of this Treaty 


could be ſuppoſed to have reached the Spaniſh Governors in 


New Spain, 


u. 3. WHETHER it be not actually ſtipulated by 
the ſecond ſeparate Article of the Convention, in caſe any 
Ships not ſpecified therein ſhould have been taken or ſeized 
ſince the 1oth of December 1737, or may be hereafter taken 


or ſeized, that Satisfaction d be made for the Effects ſo 
ſeixed, or Prizes taken ? | 


Wo. 2, WHETHER: itt does appear; bat ſince the 
Differences haue been in a way of adjuſting, by Treaty, 
the Slog, of ee bent in Conſe- 
quence of which any ſisige Ship of ours has been viſited, 
ſearched, or taken? N g 
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23 Nb if, a5 appears ah 15 ol Anh, a Satisfaction 
+ 5 ip e is paſt be actually ſtipulated to be paid here in 
* Zunden within four Months, as before: mentioned, and that 
he” Months is the utmoſt Term we are to wait for the 
Ns, all che. other Differences, then it will be natural 
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B 1 'WrHzTHER they had no other Reaſons than 


— 9 4 hah the Care of their own Concerns, to induce them to 


male the f e to Parliament! +] 
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